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The great epic Poet of Englaaid was born at a penod of cbange 
and political agitation, winch gave a variety of incident to Ins life 
not often found in those of students and writers 

John Milton was born December 9th, 1608 between six and seven 
in the morning, at the ‘ Spread Eagle ’’ in Bread Street, London — 
not a tavern, as our non antiquarian readers might suppose, but hi* 
father s own house, distinguished by the sign of his armorial bear* 
mgs, as were the houses of even the nobility at that period, when 
dwellings were not numbered * 

Milton was the son of John Milton, a gentleman by descent, 
whose ancestors had formerly possessed Milton near Thame, in 
Oxfoidshiie, but this property they had forfeited during the Wars 
of the Roses, and the family had ceased to be Milton ‘ of that ilk” 
for more than a hundred years 

Milton’s grandfather (also a Tohn Milton) keeper of the forest 
of Shotover vas a bigoted Papist He sent his son John to 
Chnst Chuich Oxford for education, but the youth there imbibed 
the piinciplesof the Reformation, and was consequently disinherited 
by his father 

Compelled to work for his living John Milton adopted the pro 
fession of a Scrivener, which he practised at the “ Spread Eagle,” 
m Bread Street He was a man of great ability a classical scholar, 
and a good musician, and highly respected in his profession He 
married Sarah Caston, the daughter of a Welsh gentleman On 
December 9th 1608, she became as we have said, the mother of a 
son who was destmed to immortalize the name of his parents 

We will here lei Milton speak of his own childhood —“My 


* Numbers to houses were very rare till 1756 It is said that the first house num 
bered in 1 ondon was No 1 Strand which still, we believe stands next to Nor 
thumberland House - Athenaum 
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father, he says in his * Second Dtfenc , ’ “ destined me fiom my 
infancy to the study of polite litciature, which I embraced with 
such avidity that from the age of twelve I hardly ever retired 
from my books before midnight This proved the first source of 
injury to my eyes whose nitura^ weakness was attended with 
frequent pains in the he id but as all these disadvantages eould 
not repress my ardour foi learning, my father took care to have me 
instructed by various pieceptors both it liome and at school ’ 

The piecocious genius of Ihe boy might well hive incited his 
fathei to give him every ilvivntage, Aubrey who lived near the 
time of Milton tells us that he wrote poetry at ten years old and a 
beautiful portrait by T insen, of the child at that age exists to attest 
the paternal piide in him 

The tutor when Mr Milton engaged for his wondrous son was 
the Rey Thomas Young of Essex for whom his pupil formed a 
sincere attachment In 1621 when the lad was fiftetn, Young 
quitted his nitive land on iccount of religious peisecution leavijig 
a lively and tender remembraiK e of him in the mind of liis pupil 
Milton was then sent to St Pauls School v/here hewoikid hard 
under Alexandei Gill for a twelvemonth At this time he trans 
lated the 111th and 1 3bth Psalms "I he following year 1624 he was 
admitted a pensionei of Chiists College Cambiidge During his 
residence there he composed most of his Latin poems which 
Dr Johnson says I onceheirdMr Hampton the translitor of 
Polybius, say that Milton was the first Englishman who after the 
revival of lettsi s wrote Latin v( rses with cl issical elegance ’ 

^hile it Cambridge he wrote bis Elegy ‘ Ad Thomarn Jumum 
praeep^orem siium, a pud nie^'ci tores Anglicos HambuigB agentes, 
Fastens mnnerc fun gen tern ” (See page 5P) ) 

Young relumed to Englind thus fulfilling the young poets 
earnestly expressed wishes in 1628 and was appointed to tl e 
Mastership of Jesns College Cambridge, in 1644 Afterwards he 
became Vioir of Stow Market for thirty years 
At Cimbridge Mill on foimed a fiiendship for Edward King, 
whose death he laments in ‘ Lj cidas Another early and dearly 

loved friend of his youth was Charles Diodati, the son of an 
Italian physician who had settled in England, and practised his 
profession there with great success Chailes Diodati s uncle, 


^ From tha Liteim }/ Miscellany Edition 1812 
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Giovanni (John) Dioclati, was the translator ot the Bible into Italian , 
the family had adopted the principles of the Keformed faith, and 
Giovanni was a professor of theology at Geneva 

Milton was remarkable in his youth for his great personal 
beauty which obtained him the name of the ‘ Lady ’’ of his 
college He was not tall but graceful in person and like Tasso — 
He of the sword and pen * — he was a skilful swordsman and 
fond of the exercise His long and light brown haii was parted on 
Ills brow and fell to his shoulders , his eyes were dark grey, his 
comjilexion fair and delicate In after-times, when tune and sorrow 
were creeping on him he still looked ten yeais younger than hf 
was, and his eyes did not betray by their appearance the sad 
secret of their blindness His harmonieal and ingenuous soul 
says Aubrey, ‘ dwelt in a beautiful and well proportioned body 
He passed seven years at Cambiidge with the exception of a 
bnef term of absence, when for some slight fault he is said to 
have been rusticated, and took his degree of B A in 1628, and 
M A in 1632 He had designed when he first went to Cambridge 
to enter holy orders but could not bnng himself to sign the 
Articles of the Church or submit to its discipline He determined 
therefore to return to his home and lexd the lift of a sti dent 
His father had by this time made a competence rf tired from 
business, and taken a house at Hoxton, in Buckinghamshire 
Thither Milton repaired fiom Cambridge, his indulgent parent 
being ever ready to yield to his wishes 

During his residence at the University he had wntten all th( 
earlier poems, amongst them the magnificent ‘ Hymn to the 
Nativity, ^ but it had not yet won him fame or even general notice 
In the lovely seclusion of his country home he read, it is said 
all the Greek and Latin authors and also wrote some of his 
most charming poems He was like his father an accomplished 
musician, and counted amongst his fnends the great lutamst of 
the time, Henry Lawes, who tftught music in the family of the 
Earl of Bridgewater In the year 1634, Lord Bridgewater was 
President of 'W ales, and held his court at Ludlow Castle, m Shrop 
shire On a journey thither to join their father, his two sons. Lord 
Brackly, and Mr Egerton and his daughtei. Lady Alice Egerton, 
were benighted in Haywood I orest, m Herefordshire, and the young 
lady for a short time was lost At Lawes s request Milton com 
memorated the incident in the exquisite “ Mask of Comus,’ which 
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tms ** piesmited ” before the Earl at Ludlow, lus children and 
Lawes being the chif f actors (See he idmg to ** Comus,” at page 
40) We cannot refrain from adding, that the “Lady” after 
wards married the Earl of Carbury, and at his seat, “ Golden 
Grove,” in Carmarthenshire, sheltered and protected Milton’d 
great contemporary Jeremy Taylor during the usurpation of 
Cromwell The eloquent divine preached her funeral sermon, in 
which her chaiacter is admirably drawn Her sister Lady Mary, 
was married to the celebrated Lord Heibert of Cherbury 

The “ Comus ” had been preceded by the “ Arcades ” which the 
youthful poet wrote for the family of his fair neighbour the 
Dowager Countess of Dei by, who lived near TTxbndge and at 
whose house he frequently visited Here probably also he had made 
the acquaintance of the Bndgew iter f imily foi Loid Bridgewater 
had married a daughter of L idy Derby’s 

This lady wis a \eiy accomphshed woman, and of km to 
Spenser, the poet 

Dunng his five years’ residence in his fither’s house, Milton 
occasionally visited Loudon to buy books tnjoy the society of his 
fnends and to visit the theatres in which he greatl} delighted at 
this period of his life — that biilhant and gifted youth which we so 
reluctantly quit for his harder and sterner m mhood 

In 16^17 his friend Edward King was lost in the Insh Sea, and 
Milton honoured his memory by writing “ Lycidas,” as a monody 
on his death 

It IS not possible to fix the date of the composition of the 
“ Allegro ” or the ‘ Penscroso ’ but there is eveiy reason to believe 
that those enchanting pictures of rural life of mii’th and meUnehol}’’, 
were written at Hoxton 

He was beginning to grow weary of the country and had thoughts 
of taking chambers in one of the Inns of Court when his mother 
died, and his father shortly afterwaids was persuaded to let him 
travel on the Continent Before his departure ho received from 
the celebrated Sir Henry Wotton the wise instruction to keep 
‘ 1 pensien stretti ed il viso sciolto,” t e , “ close thoughts and a 
frank countenance ” 

In 16S8 he quitted England and went first to Pans Here Lord 
Scudamore, the English Ambassador gave him an introduction to 
Grotms, the learned ambassador of the singular and (also) learned 
Christina, Queen of Sweden Prom Pans, after a short stay, 
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Milton proceeded to Italy then the classic land of Europe, to which 
his thoughts and affections had continually travelled There Tasso 
had quite recently charmed the world with his ‘ Gcrusalemme 
Liberata /* Ariosto was still a modern poet and the renown of 
Dante and Petrarch now two centuries old was at its height In 
the recent reigns of Elizabeth and James, the intercourse between 
Italy and England had been frequent “ To have swum in a 
gondola ** was as Shakespeare cells us the boast of travelled youths 
The fame of the arts and science of “ le belle contade ’ was world 
spread No marvel that Milton eagerly mastered the language and 
hurried to its shores 

The Italians were dcej')ly inteiestcd in all literature and far better 
able to appreciate the gifted Englishman than the generality of his 
uncultivated country m-^n, —amongst whom, as Johnson says, 
with respect to the sile of PiriJise Lost ’ ‘ to lead was not then 
a general amusement neither traders nor oft( n gentlemen thought 
themselves disgiaeid by ignorance the women had not then 
aspired to literature and of that middle race of students, 

who read for pleasure or accomplishment, the number was com 
pamtively small ’ 

To pass from the England of 1638 to the Italy ot that period, 
must have been like going from daiLness to light 

Milton went fiom Nice to Genoa thence to Leghorn and Pisa, and 
pioceeded to Florence where he lemained two months Sir Henry 
Wotton (whose hexit had been won by the “ Comus *’) had given 
the poet introductory letters to the chief literary men of the city, 
and Milton met with -a most enthusiistic reception 

He formed friendships with the celebrated 0 irlo Dati, Frcscobaldi, 
and Antonio Malatesta and during his residence there he visited 
the recently liberated piisoner of the Inquisition— Galileo It is 
thought probable th it Grotuis had urged Milton to sec the great 
astronomer, for in the very month in which the young English poet 
was presented to him, he wrote thus to Vossms of Galileo — “ This 
old man, to whom the universe is so largely indebted worn out with 
maladies, and still more with anguish of mind gives us little reasons 
to hope that his life can be long Common pindence therefore, 
suggests to us to make the most of the time while w e can ydt avail 
ourselves of such an mstruotor ’ 

Milton next paid a short visit to Sienna, then proceeded to E/ome, 
where he remained two months Holstenius, a savant of Euro* 
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peau renown (who hid known Milton when he (Holstenius) was al 
Oxford) was then Librarian to the Vatican He introduced the 
young Englishman to Cardinal Barbenni afterwards Pope Urban 
YIII , who invited him to a concert received him at the doors, and 
presented him, in the most flattc nng terms to the bnlli int assembly 
Amongst them Milton 8 eyt s lighted on a worn in beautiful with 
the rare and intelhctuil loveliness of a Grecian muse she^^as 
Tjeonora Bxroni—the lust singer m the world Her mother as 
beautiful and neaily as fine a singer as herself sat near her 
with her kite Ihe ripture of the jioet may be imagined when he 
heaid the fan woiukr sing to her mother s accom])animent He 
celebrated her genius in three fine Liim epigrams ISee page 54b ) 
Whether she was the Donni of his Italiin sonnets we cannot 
tdl, her nann ref ailed the Leonora of Tasso, her talent was just 
that which he best 1 )\ ed 

From Borne Milton travelled to Naples in compani^ with a 
hermit who must have been able to ippreciite the poet as on their 
arrival it N iples he introduced him to Manso Mxrquis of Villa 
the fiiend patron and biographer ot Tasso Manso was delighted 
with hi^ new acqu iintanf t and iddiessed to him a distieh with 
the same pliy on words with which Gregory iiiauguiated his plan 
tor the conveision pf Britian 

Ut mem f<^rma decor focics trios mputashic 
Non An^,lus %crmn htidc Ani^clus ijisi fores 

Thus translated by Cow])cr — 

The Neapolitan John Biptist Minso M trqms of I lUa to the Fnglisliman 
John Milton 

Wh it features form mien manners with a mind 
Oh how intelligent > and how refined > 

Wore but thy pictv fiom fault -is free 
Thou would st no angle but an angel be 

Milton in return, addressed to the Marquis a Latin poem (see 
page 570), which must h‘i\e greitly impiesstd the learned Italians 

Milton now purposed visiting hicily and Greece, but letters from 
home told him how Englind was shaken to its centre by the 
differences betn^een the King Charles I and his Pailiament, and 
the yonng man thoi ght that duty and patriotism alike forbade his 
absence from his native land m her hour of sore trial So he bent 
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hxs steps homeward not, howevci, hurry mg his journey Agam he 
visited Borne, though warned of plots formed by the suits against 
him on account of ^he openness with which he had discussed reli 
gious topics, and although at Naples, Manso had told him that his 
“religion alone precluded him from gieat distinction he felt sure 
that his nationalit} protected him from personal dangei, and re 
mained again two months in Borne Fiom thence he went to 
Florence, to Lucca and to Venice From the latter city he sent 
his father a collection of music and boobs, and proceeded to Geneva 
then the seat of Puritanism, and tbe spot from whence republican 
doctrines weie promulgated over Europe Here he found a friend 
in Charles Diodati’s uncle, John (or Giovanni) and in Frederick 
Spanheim, who was also a learned Professor of Divinit}' From 
Geneva he returned to France and thence home, having been absent 
from England a year and three months 

The news of the death of his dear friend Charles Diod iti, met 
him on his return he commemorated the loss in the “ Epitaphium 
Damonis ” (See page ) 

The youth of Milton closes with this giief lie was now a man 
of thirty one years of age and it behoved him to take uy the work 
of life in earnest He had drawn largely on the means of his 
generous father, and he was not the only child— he had a brother 
Chnstopher, a lawyer, his sister Anne was well married befoie he 
went to Cambndge (bee his Elegy on the death of hei infant, at 
page 1 ) She had recently been widowed and married a second 
time Milton at^nce decided on his own course He resolved to 
take pupils and the first he received weie his sister’s sons by her first 
husband — John and Edward Philips He took i lodging at the 
house of a tailor named Bussell in St Bride s Churchyard, and began 
the prosaic task of teaching but the locality was unenduiable to 
him and he removed into a pleasant house standing m a garden, at 
the end of a passage leading out of Aldersgate Street Here l|e 
received more piivate pupils to board and teach 

And now we come to the reverse of the brilliant picture of his 
youth For" ty entv years the poet sang no more All that long 
period was occupied in school duties political contioversy, and 
household troubles In considering this penod of Milton’s life, 
when he used his great abilities (obscured m prose) against his 
Sovereign and the National Church we must pause for a moment 
to consider the age in which he had been born and brought up 
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When his infant eyes unclosed in Bread Stieet, James I had 
been five years King of Britain The glorious rtign ot Elizabeth^ 
with its host of great Statesmen Warriors Poets and Discoverers, 
was succeeded by that of a contemptible and pedantic Sovereign, 
whose favouritism led to crimes of the darkf st dye Our readers will 
find in the vivid pages of Mr Ilepvvorth Dixon s “ Her Majesty’s 
Tower” (vols 2nd and 3rd), a ])ictiiie of corruption disgraceful to 
any country The minder of Sir Thomas Overbury must have been 
the talk of Milton s nursery He must have heard continually the 
extiavagances and wickedness of the favourite Villiers, the theme 
of animadversion the death of Su W alter Raleigh must have 
been to him a boyish horror also, all Englind lamented that 
muidei and the persecution of Ins tutor and the bigotry of his 
grandfathtr which had lobbed him of a fair hintage must have 
all conspired to sway him towards the side of the Puritans 
True his “ gentle ” instincts his fine taste and earl v associations, 
and the better ch iracter of Charles T for a time held the balance, 
but now he h id to choose his side no one it that time could remain 
neutial and he threw in his lot with the Pailiament 

In 1611, he published a ‘ Treatise of Rcfoimation ” in two books, 
against the established Church being anxious to help the Puritans, 
who were, he said ‘ inferior to the prelites in learning ” 

Hall the Bishop of Norwich (with whose quaint Meditations our 
readers are probibly acqu anted) had published a “ Humble Remon 
strance in defence of Episcopacy” to which fi\e ministers the 
initial letters of whose names made the celebrated word Smec 
tymiiuus,’ replied ‘ Of this answer a eonfut ition was attempted,” 
says Johnson by the learned Usher ’ To this confutation Milton 
( ^.eeing that the Archbishop had the best of the argument) replied 
His next work was The Reason of Church Government urged 
against Prelacy 

“In this bool , ’ siya Johnson * he discovers not with ostentatious 
exultation but with calm confidence his high opinion of his own 
powers and pi onuses to undeitake something, he yet know's not 
what, that m ly be of use and honour to his country ” “ This ” 

says he (Milton) “ is not to be obtained but by devout prayer to 
that Eternal Sj)!! it that can enrich with all utterance and knowledge, 


> They were Rtephon Marshall I dmund Calamy, Thomas loung (Miltons tutor?) 
Matthew Newcoiiion and Willia n Spurstovv 
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ana sends out his Seraphim with the hallowed fire of his altar to 
touch and purify the hps of whom He pleases To this must be 
added industrious and select reading, steady observation, and insight 
into all seemly aits and affairs till which m some measure be 
compassed, I refuse not to sustain this expectation ” 

“ From a promise like this, at once fervid, pious, and rational,” 
says Johnson ‘ might be expected the ‘ Paradise Lost ’ ” ^ 

Milton s controversial writings did not interrupt his school duties 
He did everything diligently and with earnestness His youth 
had been pure and moril, his manhood was almost ascetic, he 
lived sparingly, drank water and set his pupils an example of 
hard study How and then he took a day s recreation with some 
gay friends of Gray s Inn, and displayed his beautiful and well- 
dressed pel son on the fashionable promenades of Gray s Inn 
Gardens and Cheyne Walk, Clulsea 

After Keiding was taken by the King s forces, Milton s beloved 
father came to live with him, and in lb4 1 at Whitsuntide, he 
brought home a fair young bade, whom he had wooed and won 
from the adverse paity of the Cavaliers 

Mary Powel was the daughter of a country gentlem m a justice 
of the peace for Oxfordshire, did had been used, as Philips, her 
husband s nephew, tells us, ‘ to agieat house, much company,’ and 
the fun and joviility of the ranting lioyalists Shb was beautiful, 
but seems to have been a spoilt child and not to have possessed 
the intellect her husband needed in a companion, — this is inferred 
from his own woids when he speaks of a “mute and spiritle^^is 
mate ” 

It is only just also, to give a glance ut Maiy Powel s side of the 
question She found heiseif suddenly transplanted from a lively 
and liberal home to a house where profound stillness reigned, save 
when it was broken by the crying of punished school boys No 
visitors came to the house , if they came, they were of the solemn 
Puritans whom she had been brought up to laugh at as rogues and 
hypocrites Her gay Cavalier songs were exchanged for solemn 
hymns , her feasting for hard fare , her husband, occupied by his 
pupils and hi4 controversy, could have given her but a small portion 
of his time, there was no sympathy round liei, — in her passionate 
loyalty, her coimtiy tastes and habits Hei parents asked if she 


I Johnson 8 I ives of the Poets \ol 1 p ’0 
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might spend part of the summer with them, and her husband 
assenting, she left him He pursued his ntudies, occasionally 
visiting the accomplished Lady Margaret Leigh, but at Michaelmas 
he wrote to Mary to summon her home He received no answer , he 
wrote again and again with the same lesult At last, knowing how 
uncertain was the arrival of letters in the now distracted country 
he despatched a messengei for Mistress Milton The man was sent 
back with contempt Milton, excessively angry, resolved to divorce 
his disobedient wife, and published, as a preliminary justification of 
h^s conduct, a treatise on T he Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce 
which was followed by “ The Judgment of Mai tin Bucer concerning 
Divorce, and his Tetrachordon ’ 

The clergy, then holding their famous assembly at Westminstei 
were greatly scindili/ed by these productions and had the writer 
brought before the House of Lords But thit House had matter 
ot rnoie import to engage it than the dreams (as they doubtless 
thought) ot i Msionaiy Puritau and the case wis dismissed But 
Milton never forgave his former friends, tne Presbyterians, foi 
their share in this piosecution He jiroceeded to put his theory in 
practice by wooing Miss ])a\is the daughtei of Dr Davis, who 
however had scinpks on the legality and moiality of such a mar 
nago Whilst she still hesitated, a circumstance decided the doubt 
for her As Milton wis one day at the house of a relative of the 
name of Blackborough in fet Martinis Lane, his wife rushed fiom 
an adjoining room and threw hcisclf at his ftet, iniploimg his for 
^veness He lesiskd her entreaties for a time, but yielded at 
^ngth, and lecened her io his hexit and home once more Their 
reunion proved happier than might have been expected Bab^ 
hands came to diaw them together, and Mary Milton lued to give 
birth to a third daughter and then died But long before that 
period the generous poet had given shelter in his house to all 
her family when the Be publican party had risen to power Sub 
sequently ho arranged their affairs for them 

Ihe new Council of State in which were Biadshaw and Sir 
Harry V ane, chose Milton as their Latin Secretary, and employed 
him to wnte against the celebrated book called Icon Basilike ' 
then supposed to have been written by the unhappy Charles I 
and which was turning the hearts of the people back to him 
Milton wrote against it the “ leonoclastes But we must not 
omit to mention the much more interesting fact, that in 1645 his 
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Latin and English poems were published It is with r^retwe 
add that, after the execution of the King, Milton wrote a treatise to 
justify it to the Presbyterians, and to compose the minds of the 
people He was nght however, in declaring that the Presbyterians 
had m fact, brought about the King s death themselves He was 
now suffenng from qufta snena, which threatened him with loss of 
sight , but on being called on by the Parliament m 1651 to answer 
the celebmted Salmasius s “ Defensio Regis, written at the 
request of Charles II (then an exile at The Hague), he undertook 
the task and pursued it steadily knowing all the time that its 
cost would be his sight But he believed it to be his duty and 
from that he never flinched He was rewarded for it with a piesent 
of a thousand pounds 

Ciomwell now assumed the Protectorate but Milton, who 
appears to have had at that time a sincere admiration for Oliver, 
and who must have seen that Government in such a state of 
anarchy could not be earned on without him, retained the Latin 
Secietaryship 

It would be a weary task to chronicle all the controversial 
writings of Milton during the ensuing ye irs we will rather return 
to his domestic history Three years ifter the death of Mary 
Powel ho married again Hio second wife appears to have won his 
whole affections Her name was Katherine Woodcock, the daughter 
of Captain Woodcock of Hxekney But their happiness continued 
only a year she died in giving biith to a child and Milton de 
plored her loss in a jiathctic sonnet, something resembling the 
famous one of Petraicb to his dead Laura 

Milton now set himself to three great wnrks preparing a Latin 
Dictionary writing a History of England and commencing his 
Epic If an author of our own day had not shown ns how possible 
research and study is even to the blind, we might marvel at such 
undertakings being attempted by a sightless man, but we think of 
Prescott, and marvel no longer 

The Dictionary — probably the most difficult undertaking for him 
— ^was never finished, the History goes only to the Norman Con 
quest , the Epic is *lihe immortal “ Paradise Lost He had already 
prepared the same subject for a drama or mystery, which was to begin 
with Satan’s address to the Sun, but his increasing Puritanism, 
aijd the remembrance of his having reproached the dead King 
in the “ Iconoclastes,” for making a companion of the works of 
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ShakespeaTO, piobably caused him to turn the singular drama mto 
an epic poem 

The death of Ohver Cromwell led to the Restoration, and Milton, 
who had retired from the service of the Pailiament on a pension 
for life, was in considerable danger from his writings against the 
Royal cause While all England held festival on the return of her 
exiled Sovereign, the great poet was oblig<^d to seek safety m con 
cealment, and it is said that his enemies wcie deceived by a report 
of his death and a mock funeral Whether there is truth m this 
story cannot now be ascertained but the Act of Oblivion, passed 
Augustin enabltd him ogam to appear openly A prosecution 
was commenced against him foi his defence of the execution of the 
King but it fell to the giound Chailes was not vindictive, and 
we perhajis owe to Ins easiness of tempei the gicatest poem in our 
language 

Milton retired to Jewin Stieet near Aldersgate Street and 
though now poor and blind gamed a thud wik who suivued him — 
Elizabeth Minshul the daughter of a C^hcshire gentleman They 
lived happily it is belie vtd but Philips who rernembend Mary 
Powel, says that the stepmother ‘oppressed her (Marj s) children 
in Milion 8 lifetime, iiid cheated them at his death 

In 1661, Milton published a school hook “A( defence commenced 
Grammar’ to make grammar e xsy to children About this time 
Elwood, the Quaker was recommended to him as a reader , and he 
attended the poet every afternoon ex(<^I)t on Simdiys Milton, 
who hated to hear Latin read with the English accent taught him 
to pronounce it m Italian, and his ear was so quick that if the 
young Quaker did not understand a passage (Elwood relates this 
fact) Milton would find it out by the want of expression oi 
emphasis and would make him pause, that he might explain it 
to him 

Milton now removed to a house m Artillery Walk, leading to 
Bunhill Fields and set seriously to woik at the “Paradise Lost* 
the subject of which he says he had been “ long choosing and 
begun late 

But though Milton had passed out of the field of politics and 
Statecraft his genius still brought him visitors of distinction, both 
from the Continent and of his own countrymen 

Richardson describes him as sitting before his door in warm 
sultry weather, to enjoy the fresh air, dressed m a grey coat of 
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coarse cloth , and there, as well as m his own rooms, he received his 
guests It IS supposed that Samson Agonistcs was written about 
this time 

In 16t)5 the Pldgue broke out in London, and Flwood, who was 
IniiJg in the family of an opulent Quaker at Challont, m Bueks, 
advised his liieiid to quit the city Milton desirtd him to find his 
family a refuge in his neigh boui hood, and it was at the tempoiary 
home thus selected that he finished the “ Paradise Lost ’ He ga\e 
the manusenpt to h Iwood to le id The young Qu \1 ei appieci ited 
it but added pleasantly ^1 hou hast said niueh here of 1* ir idisc 
Lost, but what hast thou to say of Paradise Found f'’ Ihis hint, 
Milton ifterwa ds told his friend, gave birth to the idea of 
Paiadise R( gamed ’ 

On his letuin to London, Milton sold the copyright of his great 
poem to a bookseller cilled isimuel Simmons, foi in hand, 
£5 more when 1 100 copies weie sold and the siine sum on the 
publication of the second and third editions The number of caeh 
edition w IS limited to 1 500 copies Of this igrecinent Milton lived 
to leceive 415, his widow sold her el mis foi future editions for 48 
But though Milton gained but little peeuniaiy benefit from his 
masterpiece, it won him ‘ golden opinions fiom the best writers 
of the age,~Drydcn M iivel, and Denham Yet the poini was 
never thoioughly brought before the public till after the Bevo 
lution, when Addison by his elegant eriticisin in the Hpictatoy^ 
diseovered to the nation the Leisure so long hidden from tin rn 
w hii h they were then far better able to value than in the troubled 
days when it first issued from the pi ess 
In 1671, Milton published “ Samson Agonistes ” and “Pxradisi 
Eegained ” He preferred the latter jioem to the Paradise Lost, ’ 
it IS said 

We have a recoid of how the blind poet spent his d ly He rose 
at foul in summer and five m winter and began eaeh day by heai 
ing a chapter in the Hebrew Bible , the man who read, then left him 
to meditation and returning at seven, read oi wix>te for him till 
twelve He then allowed himself an hour for exercise, generally 
walking but somelnnes he had recourse to a swing After his early 
and temperate dinner, he was wont to play for a time on the organ 
or violoncello he had a fine voice, and sang well 

It 18 said that his domestic relations were not happy Philips 
gives some clue to the home disturbances by his mention of the 

h 
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stepmother’s oppression of his two daughters, who were employed 
to read to him in languages they did not comprehend When, 
howevei the poet discovered how great this infliction was on his 
children, he released them from their detested task, and sent them 
to learn embroidery in gold and silver, so that they should be able 
to support thembdves by a t'-ade if required to do so The youngest, 
Deborah spoke with great afltction of him aftei his death 

In July, 1674 he felt so ill that he sent for his brother Chris 
topher, a Bencher of the liinci lemple, to explain his last wishes to 
him 

“ Brother ” said he “the portion duo to me from Mr Powel my 
fust wife’s father, I Ic ive to the unkind children I had by her But 
J h ive received no ])art of it, ind my will and meaning is that they 
shall have no other b( nefit of my estate than the said portion, and 
what I have besides done for tlicm , they having been very nndutiful 
to me And all the residue of mv estate I lea\6 to the disposal of 
Bhisabeth my loving wife ’ ^ Such wis the biitf testament of the 
great poet He sold his books before Lis dexth ind left £1,500 to 
his widow The daughteis received from thtii stepmother £100 
each 

On the 15th November 1674 on Sunday night quietly and 
silently John Milton passed away fiom eaiih He was buned in 
the Church of bt Giles Cnpplegite, attended by a numerous 
concourse of friends 

Of his family, Anne, the eldest daughtei who was deformed 
married a master builder and died in childbirth Mary died single 
Deborah married Abraham Claik, i weaver in Spitalficlds, and 
died in August, 1727 She h id seven children but ill died child 
less except Caleb and Elizabeth The latter married Thomas Foster 
a weaver in Spitalhelds and had seven children, who all died 
Caleb went to India and had two sons, it is siid that the last 
descendant of Milton died a parish cleik at Calcutta but we know 
of no authority for the assertion beyond an Fast Indian rumour 
Milton’s brother took the opposife side in the politics of the time 
and when the Republican Putv was in the ascendant, his brother s 
influence enabled him to live quietly Ht supported himself 
so honourably by chamber pi actice that soon after the accession of 
James II he was knighted and made a judge, but retired shortly 
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aftorwT.rds into piivate life on account of bad health He was Ihus 
saved Ironi the diihcultiea which beset the path of conscientious 
judges when Jeffreys was head of the law Both the nephews ot 
Milton became authors one his biographer 
1 he judgment of two centuries and ot all Europe has decided aa 
to the merits of Milton A woid horn us on the subject of his 
poems IS theiefore superfluous But ot his prose, few generil 
leadtis know much His controversial writings were chiefly 
111 Latin, and of those in English many would be objectionable and 
tedious in the jiresent day nevertheless he wrote English pro 8 € 
with a« masteily a pen as he wiote poetry and when the subject 
was worthy of his genius his style was as charming as it is m the 
*‘Allegio ’ 01 lu Comus, and as noble as in the Paradise Lost ’ 
We believe we shall be satisfying a want m giving our readers a 
specimen of it, and we select a poitiou of his line pamphlet on 
the Liberty ot the Press - 

I deny not but that it is of the greatest concernment in the 
church and commonwealth, to ha^e a vigilant eye how books 
demean themselves as well as men , and thereafter to confine, ini 
prison, and do sharpest justice on them as rn ilefactors , for bool s 
are not absolutely dead things, but do contain a potency of life m 
them to be as active as tliat soul whose progeny they are , nay 
they do jireser\e, as in a vial the purest efficacy and extraction of 
that living intellect that bred them 1 know they aie as li\ ely, and 
as vigorously productive, as those fabulous dragon s tce^h , and 
being sown up and down may chance to spring up armed men 
And yet, on the other hand unless wariness b( used as good almost 
kill a man as kill a good book who kills a man kills a reasonable 
creature, God s image , but he who destroys a good book, kills 
leason itself, kills the imago of God, as it weie, in the eye Many 
a man lives a burden to the eirth, but a good book is the precious 
life blood of a master spirit, embalmed and treasured upon jniijaose 
to a life beyond life Tis true no age c«.n restoie a life, whereof 
perhaps there is no gieat loss, and revolutions of ages do not oft 
recover the loss of a rejected truth for the want ot which whole 
nations fare the a orse We should be wary theiefore, what perse 
cution we raise against the living labours of public men, how spill 
that seasoned life of man, preserved and stored up in books , since 
we see a kind of homicide may be thus committed , sometimes a 
kind of martyrdom , and if it extended to the whole impression, a 
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kind of massacre, wkereof the execution ends not in the slaying of 
an elemental life, but strikes at that ethereal and sott essence the 
breath of reason itself, slays an immortality lather than a hfe 

** Wholesome meats to a vitiated stomach differ little or nothing 
from unwholesome , and best books to a naughty mind are not un 
applicable to occasions of evil Bad meats will scarce breed good 
nourishment in the healthiest concoction , but herein the difference 
18 of bad books that they to a discreet and judicious reider soive 
in many respects to discover, to confute to forewarn and to illus 
trite Good and evil, we know, m the field of this world, 

glow up together almost inseparably and the knowledge of good 
IS so involved and interwoven with the knowledge of evil, and m so 
many cunning resemblances hardly to be discerned that those con 
fused seeds which were imposed upon Psyche as an incessant laboui 
to cull out and sort asunder, weie not moie intermixed It was 
from out the rmd of one apple tasted that the knowledge of good 
and evil, as two twins cleaving togctlier, leaped forth into the 
world And peril ips this is that doom which Adim fell into of 
knowing good and evil that is to siy, of knowing good by e\il As 
theiefore the state of man now is, what wisdom can there be to 
choose what continence to forbeir without the knowledge of evilP 
He thit c in apprehend and considei Vice, with all hei baits and 
seeming pleasures, and yet abstain and yet distinguish and jet 
prefer that which is truly better, he is the truewai faring Chnstian 
I cannot praise a fugitive md eloishred virtue unexeicised and 
unbreathed, that never sillies out and sees hei idversary butshnks 
out of the race where th it iinmoital garland is to be run for not 
without dust and heat Assuredly we bring not innocence into the 
world we bung impurity much rather, thit which purifies us is 
tiial iiid tiial IS by what is contraiy That virtue theiefore which 
IS but a youngling in ike contemplation of evil, and knows not the 
utmost that vice promises to her followers and rcjeuts it, is but a 
blank viitue not a pure, her whiteness is but an excremental 
whiteness which was the reason why our sage and serious poet, 
Spenser (whom I dare be known to think a better teacher than 
Scotus or Aquinas) desciibing true temperance under the person of 
Guion, brings him in with his Palmer through the cave of Mammon 
and the bower of earthly bliss, that he might see and know, and 
yet abstain Since, therefore, the knowledge and survey of vice is 
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m this world so necessary to the constituting of human virtue, and 
the scanning of error to the confirmation of truth how can we 
more safely, and with less danger scout into the regions of sin and 
falsity, than by reading all manner of tractates, and hearmg all 
manner of reason ? 

“ I lastly proceed fiom the no good it can do to the manifest hurt 
It causes in being first the greatest discouragement and afiront 
that can be offered to learning and to learned men It was a com 
plaint and lamentation of prelates, upon every least breath of a 
motion to remove pluialities and distribute more equally chuich 
levenues that then all learning would be for ever dashed and dis 
couraged But as for that opinion I never found cause to think 
that the tenth part of learning stood or fell with the clergy , nor 
could T ever but hold it for a soidid and unworthy speech of any 
chuichnmn who had a competency left him If, therefore ye be 
loth to dishearten utteily and discontent not the mercenary ciew 
and false pretenders to leaining but the fiee md ingenuous sort of 
such as evidently weie born to study and love learning for itself, 
not for lucre or any other end but the service of God and of truth, 
and perhaps that lasting fame and perpetuity of praise whieh God 
and good men have consented shall be the rcl^a^d of those whose 
published labours ad\ ance the good of mankind then know that 
so far to distrust the judgment and honesty of one who hath but a 
common repute m learning md never yet offended, as not to count 
him fit to pnnt liis mmd without a tutor and ex immei lest he 
should drop a schism, or something of corruption, is the greatest 
displeasuie and indignity to a free and knowing spint, that can be 
put uj)on him What advantage is it to be a man over it is to be a 
boy at school if we have only escaped the feiula to come under the 
fescue of an imprimatur ^ — if seiious and elaboiate wiitings, as if 
they were no more than the theme of a grammar lad under his 
pedagogue must not be uttered without the cursory eyes of a 
tempori/ing and extemporizing liccnsei: ? He who is not trusted 
with Ins own achons his drift not being known to be evil, and 
standing to the hazaid of law and penalty, has no great argument 
to think himseii reputed in the commonwealth wherein he was 
born for other than a fool or a foreigner When a man writes to the 
world he summons up all his reason and deliberation to assist him, 
he searches, meditates is industnous, and likely consults and con- 
fers with his judicious friends , after all which is done, he takes 
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himself to he informed in what he writes as well as any th it writ 
before him, if m this, the most consummate act of his hdelity and 
ripeness, no years, no industry no former proof of his abilities can 
bnng him to that state of matuiity as not to be still mistrusted 
and suspected unless he carry all his considerate diligence, all his 
midnight watchings, and expense of Palladian oil, to the hasty 
view of an nnleisured licenser perhaps much his younger i^erhaps 
far his inferior in judgment perhaps one who never knew the 
labour of book writing and if he be not repulsed or slighted 
must appear m punt like a puny with his guardiin and his 
tensor s hand on the back of his title to be his bail and surety 
that he is no idiot or seducer it cannot be but a dishonour and 
delegation to the author to the book, to the privilege and dignity 
of learning And how can a m in teach with luthority 

which 18 the lift of teaching , how can he be a doctor in his book as 
he ought to be, or else had better be silent whenas all he teaches 
all he delivers is but under the tuition undtr the correction of his 
patriarchal licenser to blot or alter what precisely accords not 
with the hide bound humoui which he calls his judgment? When 
every acute re ider upon the first sn^ht of a pedmtio license will 
be ready with these like words to ding the book a quoit s distance 
fiom him, f hate a pupil teicher I endiiie not an instructor that 
comes to me under the worship of an overseeing fist 

‘ And lest some should persuade ye Lords and Commons that 
these arguments of learned men s discouragement at this yom oider 
are mere flourishes and not rcil I could n count what I have seen 
and heard m other coiintiics, where this kind of inquisition tjran 
nizes, when I have sat among their learned men (for that honour I 
had), and been counted happy to be born in such a place of philo 
sophic freedom as they supposed England was while themselves 
did nothing but bemoan the servile condition into which learning 
amongst them was brought, that this was it which had damped 
the glory of Itali in wits that nothing had been there wi itten now 
these many yeais but flattery and fustian There it was that I 
found and visited the famous Galileo, grown old a prisoner to the 
inquisition, for thinking in astronomy otherwise than the Fiancis^an 
and Dominican licensers thought And though I knew that England 
then was groaning loudest under the prelatical yoke nevertheless 
I took it as a pledge of future happiness that other nations were so 
■persuaded of her liberty Yet it was beyond my hope ^hat those 
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worthies were then breathing in her air who should never be for 
gotten by any revolution of time that this world hath to finish 

“Loids and Commons of England’ consider what nation it is 
whereof ye are, and whereof ye are the governors , a nation not slow 
and dull but of a quick, ingenious and pitrcmg spirit acute to 
invent, subtile and sinewy to discourse, not beneath the reach of 
any point that human capacity can soar to 

Methinks I see in my mind a noble and puissant nation rousing 
herself like a strong man after sleep and shaking her invincible 
locks methinks I see her as an eagle mewing her mighty youth 
and kindling hei undazzled eyes at the full mid day beam , purging 
and unsealing her long abused sight at the fountain itself of he ivenly 
1 idiance , while the whole noise of timorous and flocking birds, with 
those also that love the twilight, flutter about, amazed at what she 
means 

‘ Though all the winds of doctrine were let loose to ])lay upon the 
earth so Truth be in the field we do injuriously by Uansing and 
prohibiting, to misdoubt her strength Let hci and falsehood 
grapple , who c\ tr knew 'Truth put to the woisc in a fiee and open 
encountd ? Her confuting is the b(st and suiest suppressing He 
who hears what piaying then is for light and char knowledge io 
be sent down among us would thinl of other matters to be con 
stituted bc3^ond the discipline of Geneva, framed and fabricked 
alu idy to our hands Yet when the new light which we beg for 
shines in ujion us there be who envy and oppose if it comes not 
first in at iheir casements "What a collusion is this when as we 
are exhorbd by the wise man to use diligence ‘to seek for wisdom 
as for hidden tnasuies eaily and litt that another order shall 
eiijoxn us to know nothing but by stxtute ’ When a man hath been 
libouring tht hardest liboiii in the deep mines of knowledge hath 
fui lushed out his findings in all their equipage driwn forth liis 
reasons as it were a battle ringed scattered and defeated all 
olijections in his way, calls out his idxersary into the plain offers 
him the adviiitage of wind and sun, if he please only that he may 
tr} the matter by dint of argument, for his opponents then to 
skulk, to lay ambus iments, to keep a narrow bridge of licensing 
where the challenger should pass, though it be \ alour enough in 
Boldieiship IS but weakness and cowardice in the wars of Truth 
Foi who knows not that Truth is strong, next to the Almighty? 
She needs no policies, nor stratagems, nor licensings, to make her 
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victonous, those are the shifts and the defences that error uses 
against her power , give her but room, and do not bind hei when 
she sleeps ’ 

This appeal of Milton was unsuccessful, and it was not till 1691 
that England was set free from the censois of the press 

Milton received from Drydcn an eulogiuin, so well known that wc 
forbear to rejjeat it Other poets have re echoed the strain and 
now at the close of two bundled and sixty four years he ocouj^ies his 
niche of fame beside Shakespeare and the great jioets of anticiuity 
his faults, his mistakes, and lus controveisial writings buried in 
a merciful oblivion, while the good he did 

I ives after him 

rejoicing for all times the nation which holds as one of its titles to 
honour the name of John MiiiuiN 
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ON THE DEATH OF A FATH INFANT,^ DYINO 
COUGH 


OF A 
1625 


O TA^nirsT flower, no sooner l)lown hut blasted, 

Soft silken piimiose fading tiincEs^ly, 

Siiniinc i s tliK f lionoiii if tlioii Indst out lasted 
Bleak Winter s foice tbit ni ub tliy blossom diy , 

Foi lie being amorous on ill it lo\e]y dye 
Til it did thy clictl en’ieimeil tlioiiglit fo kiss, 

But kill d, alls, iiid then bew ul d his f it il bliss 

IT 

Foi since grim Aquilo his chaiioteer 
By boisterous rape th Athenian damseP got, 

He thought it touch d his deity full near, 

If likewise some fan one wedded not. 

Thereby to wipe awav the inf imoiis blot 
(h long uneonpled bed, and childless old, 

Whi( h ’mongst the wanton Gods a foul leproach was held 


’ Tht Poet s infant nioco dau£,htt.i of ^ Boreas oi the North Wind 
hts Mrd Ihillps Urith 3 1 1 — Ov in Verc > o 
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So mounting np in icy pearled cai. 

Through middle empire of the freezing air 
He wander’d long, till thee he spy’d fiom far, 

There ended was his quest there ceased his caie 
Down he descended from hi*^ snow soft chaii, 

But ill iinwaics with his cold 1 ind ( mbraco 
Unhoused thy virgin soul fiom her fiii hiding place 

TV 

Yet ait thou not inglorious in thy f itc, 

For so Apollo, with unwecting h md. 

Whilom 0 did si ly his dearly lo\ ( d iiiato, 

Young Hyacinth,^ boin on hjurotas stiand, 

Young Hyacinth the piidc of Spartan land, 

But then tiansfoim d him to-a purple flowei 
Alack, that so to change thee Winter h id no pouci / 

V 

Yet can T not peisiiade me thou art dead, 

Oi th it thy corse corinpts lu oaith s duL womb, 

Oi that thy b( aiifics he in wormy bed 
Ilul hoin th( woild in q low dihtd tomb, 

Could lhaven for pily thci so stiath loom ? 

Oh no’ foi SOUK thing in thy ia(^ did huio 
Above mortality tbit showed thou wit diiine 

Besolve uk then oh Soul most surely bhst, 

(If so it bt till! thou lh( St pi unt<^ dost hoai,) 

Tell me, blight Spmt wheu (i thou lJO^ crest, 

Whethei ibo\e tint lu^h hist nioMiig sjdieie, 

Oi in th’ I lysnii fields (if such Iheit weie ) 

Oh say me truCj if thou weit mortal wight 
And why from u^ so quickly tliou didst t ike thy flight 


> A pnncL ni Spaila sne’ tt ha\t been 1 luf- boiiuni v,cic htlrt ini u by tho 

ftCCldoiJtxPj slim hv Apcl'o Fo UvUi t leek t AinyclK? n. city ot L iconn. 
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Wert thou some fit'll •which fiom the min’d loof 
Of sh-'kcd Oh nipus hy mischo-iicc didst 1 ill, 

Imh cue fill Jove in nnturo’s tiuo behoof 
’] ool up and in fit place did reinstall 
C)i did of 1 lie earth s sons bcsUjjO the as 11 

Of slnuiy Hcaecii, and thou some (joddc s il( d 
Amongst us licie below to hide thy ne< tai d headi*' 

Or veit thou tint ]usl l\r id, ^ ho on ( bt 
hwrsouK the hiUd c utli O b H me oolh 
j\nd ( nne 1 n/ iiii to Msit us oif( inou 
Oi sv( it thou th if « 7ect niiluig youth ^ 

Oi th it cio\Mi d Illation sic^i 'svhite lobi d i ill ^ 

Oi iiiy otlui o^ th it he leciily bioo 1 
Let doun in ehunlj tl u i to do IIk ( hi ( nu ro( Ij;^ 


Oi uert thou of tiic golden wiiu tel hosf 
Who having cl id thi ^t If i i Inui ii i eetl 
''lo c nth fioin thy pufntel se it didst ])0 1 
And lit 1 short bode 11/ 1» el with speed, 

A it to show wliit ei( ]''uit he i t ii <loih 1 v od 
'iluicbyto et tl e h ul ef nu ii on iin 
do cell! tlie s idid wond ^ lel unto he iveii npiio 


But oh, -SMiy didst thou not ^tiy heie lelow 
To bless us s ith thy heuen lo\ed iiinocciuc, 

To slal e his wi ith whom sin hath made oiu It o. 

To turn swift rushing bliek Peidition hence, 

Oi drive away the slaughtering Pestilciic , 

To stand ’twixt us and oui descivcd smait^ 

But thou ean&t be t perform that office vbeie thou ai* 
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Then thou, the Mother of so sweet a Child, 

Her false imagined loss cease to lament 
And wisely Icain to curb thy sorrovss wild, 

Think what a present thou to God hast sent, 

And render Him with pitience what He lent, 

Tins if thou do, He will in oiFspiing give 
That till the world’s last end shall make thy name lo live 


AnIhO iEXATIS 

AT A VACATION EXEECISL IN THE COLLEGE 

1627 

rABT LATIV, PART ENGLISH 

Tlio Latin spcectics endod the Enj,liah thus began — 

Hait, nitive Language, that by smews we ik 
Didst move my first endeavouiing tongue to speak, 

And madest impeifect woids with childish trips. 

Half unpronounced slide through my infant lips, 

Driving dumb silence fiom the poital door, 

Where he had mutely snt two years before 
Here 1 salute thee, and thy pardon ask, 

That now I use thee in my lattei task 
Small loss it is that thence cm come unto thee, 

I know my tongue but little grace can do thee 
Thou need’st not be ambitious to be fiist, 

Believe me I have thither pack’d the woist, 

And, if it happen as I did forecast, 

The daintiest dishes shall be seived up last 
I pray thee then deny me not thy aid 
For this same small neglect that I have made 
But haste thee straight to do me once a pleasuie. 

And fiom thy wardrobe brmg thy chiefeot treasuic, 
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Not those new fangled toys, and tnmming slight* 
Which takes oui late fantastics with delight, 

But cull those nchest robes, and gay’st attiie 
Which deepest spirits, and choicest wits desiie 
I have some naked thoughts that rove about. 

And loudly knock to have their passage out , 

And weary of their place do only stay 
Till thou hast deck d them in thy best an ay, 

That so they may without suspect or feais 
Fly swiftly to this fan assembly’s eais 
"Yet I had rathei, if I weie to choose, 

Thy service m some graver subject use, 

Such as may make thee search thy coffers round, 

Before thou clothe my fancy in fit sound 

Such where the deep tiansported mind m ly soai 

Abo\ e the wheeling poles, and at Heaven’s door 

Look in, and see each blissful Deity 

How he before the thunderous throne doth lie, 

Listening to what unshoin Apollo sings 

To the touch of golden wires, while Hebe bungs 

Immoital nectar to her kingly sue 

Then passing thiough the spheres of witchful file, 

And misty regions of wide air next unclti, 

And hills of snow, and lofts of piltd thnndei, 

May tell at length how gieen eyed Neptune i i\Ob, 
111 Heaven’s defiance musteimg all his wucs , 
Then sing of secret things that came to pass 
When beldam Natuic in her cradle v/as , 

And last of kings and queens and heroc old. 

Such as the wise Demodocus'* once told, 

In solemn songs at king Alcmous’ feast. 

While sad Ulysses’ soul, and all the rest, 

Are held with his melodious harmony. 

In willing chains and sweet captivity 

But fie, my ymndering Muse, how thou dost tra / ’ 

Expectance calls thee now anothei way, 


^ Milton alludes to the affected phrase 
ology of the period called Jbuphui^m 
which orlgmated in Lily s JOxipkves and 
his England a book intended to refine 
the English language Scott has given 


us a lively pi( tui e of this nffcctcd j u 
gon 111 his Sir I lercie Sbafton in the 
Monadei y see p 449 

A Gieok bard See Odyseey Book 

vnx 
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Tliou Imow’st it must be now tliy only bent 
To keep in compass of thy predicament 
Then quick about thy ])urposed bu^jine^s come, 

That to the next I may rchip^n my room 

>Aitn Ens • is represented as father of the Picditinicnfs ^ his ten sons ivhcicof the 
eldest stood for Bubstanc© with his canon which bus thus speaking cxpl iins — 

Good luck befriend thee, Son , for at thy birth 
The faiiy ladies danced upon the hearth , 

Thy drowsy nurse hath sworn she did them sjiy 
Come tripping to the room wheic thou didst he, 

And sweetly singing round about thy bed 

btrow all then blessings on thy sleeping head 

She heaid them give thee this, that thou shouldst still 

From eyes of niort ils walk invisible 

Yet tlieie is something that doth foico my fear, 

For once it was my dismal hap to hear 
A Sibyl old, bow bent with ciookcd ige, 

^rhat far events full wisely eoiild pusage, 

And m time s long and daik iirospcctu e gl iss 
Foies iw what tutuie d i} s should bung to piss , 

Your feon s iid she (uoi c in you it inc\ cut), 

Sliall subject be to many ail Accident ^ 

O ei all Lib brethicn he shall reign as lung, 

Yet every one shall make him nndcrling 
And those that cannot li\e horn lum asunder 
Ungi itf fully shall stiivt to keep him undci, 

In woitli iiid excellence he shall out go tin in, 

Yet being above them, he shall be below them, 

Fiom others ho shad stand in need of nothings 
Yet on Ins bi others shall depend foi clothing 
To find a foe it shall not be his hap, 

And peace shall lull him in her floweiy lap , 

Y et shall he li\ e m strife, and at his door 
Devonung w ir shall ne\cr case to roar, 


1 Ens a toraa lu aict ipbvsics eigiii 
lying cntitj boinj existence lu this 
mask it IS personified as aio also Sub 
Btaijco Quantity Quality and Eolation 
llna affoetation, says Wmtiii will 
appear more excusable in Milton if w© 
recollect that oeoiy tiling in the Masks 
of this ago appeared in a bodily sh ipe 
* A Fredicament is a categoiy m 


logic that is 1 seiico (f il] tlio pic h 
cates or lUnbutts awtaincd under i 
genus lha logic of Aristotle comprise 1 
ten categories Substance Quantity 
Quality Eolation Action Passion, Tim o 
liace Situation and Itabit Th©S 0 wero 
personified in the Mask 
8 A pun on tko logical accidena — 
Wabion 
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Yea it shall he his natural propeity 
To harbour those that are at enmity 
What i^ower, what force, what mighty spell, if not 
Your learned hands, can loose this Goidian knotf 

The next Quantity and Quality epake in prose , then Relation was callod” 
by his name 

Bivers, anse , whether thou be the son 
Of utmost Tweed, or Ouse, or gulphy Don, 

Or Trent, who like some earth born giant spreads 
His thirty aims^ along the indented meads, 

Or sullen Jiloie that lunneth underneath ^ 

Or Severn swift, guilty of maiden’s death, 

Or rocky Avon, oi of sedgy Lee, 

Oi coaly Tine, or ancient hallow d Dee, 

Or Humber load that keeps the Scythian’s name,^ 

Or Medway smooth, or loyal towei’d Thime 
The rest was pros© 


1 It 1 *^ aid that tlicrc wcic tbnty 
ftorts ot lish in this river and thnly 
rthi,Kms houses oti its banks 

* At Micklchim near Dorking’ tin? 
Rner Mdt in hot summus sinks 
through its ‘'aiids and finds a eubtcria 


ncui channel In wintor and when 
he ivy rams fall it keeps its usual bed 
3 Sibnna Sec Co lu^ verse 827 
* Humber ■w is a Hcythian king* said 
to 3i ivc been drowned in this nver by 
1 o( rino three hundred years before the 
Romans landed in Bntam 




Oisr THE MOEHING OF OHEISrS NATIVITY 

1629 

I 

This is the month, and this the happy mom, 

Wherein the Son of heaven s eternal king. 

Of wedded Maid, and Virgin Mother born. 

Our gieat redemption fiom above did bring , 

For so the holy sages ^ once did sing, 

That He our deadly forfeit should lelease. 

And with His Father work us a perpetual peace 

II 

That glorious foim, that light unsufferable, 

And that far beaming blaze of m ijosty, 

Wheiewith He wont at heaven^s high council table 
To sit the midst of Tiinal Unity 
He laid aside , and heio with us to be. 

Forsook the courts of everlasting day, 

And chose with us a darksome house of moital clay 

III 

Say, heavenly Muse, shall not thy sacred vein 
AfFoid a present to the Infant God? 

Hast thou no verse, no hymn, or solemn strain, 

To welcome Him to this His new abode, 

Now while the heaven by the sun’s team untrod, 

Hath took no punt of the approaching light, 

And all the spangled host keep watch in squadions bright ? 


riic Pioiiicts 
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IV 

See how from far upon the eastern road 
The star led wisards* haste with odours sweet 
0 run prevent them with thy humble ode, 

And lay it lowly at His blessed feet , 

Have thou the honour first thy Lord to gicet, 

And join thy voice unto the Angel quiie, 

From out His secret altai touch’d with hallow’d fire 


THE HYMN 

I 

It was the winter wild, 

While the heaven bom child 

All meanly wrapt in the rude mangel lies , 
Nature in awe to Him 
Had dofft her gaudy trim, 

With hei gieat Master so to sympathize 
It was no season then for hei 
To wanton with the sun, hei lusty pai amour 

II 

Only with speeches fair 
She WOOS the gentle air 
To hide her guilty fiont with innocent snow, 
And on her naked shame. 

Pollute with Sinful blaiqe, 

The sainily veil of maiden white to thiow, 
Confounded that her Maker’s eyes 
Should look so near upon her foul deformities 


* The Magi The word wisard In Sir John Chokes translation of St 
meant simply wise men, and is used Matthews Gospel 
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But Ho lier fears to cease, 

Sent down tlie meek eyed Peace , 

She, crown’d with olives green came softly sliding 
Down througli the turning spheie 
His ready harbinger, 

With tuitle wmg the amorous clouds dividing, 

And waving wide her myitle wand, 

She stiikes a universal peace through sea and land 

IV 

ISToi war, or battle’s sound 
W IS heaid the world around 

The idle spear and shield were hij/h up hung, 

The hooked cliariot stood 
Unstam’d with hostile blood 

The tiumpet spake not to the aiaud thioiig 
And 1 mgs sat still with awful eye. 

As if they suicly knew then boveieigu Loid was bv 

But pa iceful was the night, 

Wiieieia the Piince of light 
His 1 eign of peace upon the eai th began 
The wiud» with wonder whist ^ 

Smoothly the w iters kist, 

Whispeinig new pys to the mild o^e in. 

Who now hath quite forgot to lavc, 

While buds of calm sit blooding on the charmed wave 

M 

The stars with deeji amaze 
Stand fix d in steadfast gaze. 

Bending one way then precious influence, 

And will not take their flight, 

For all the morning light, 

Or Lucifei tliat often warn d them thence , 

But m their glimmermg orbs did glow, 

Until their Loid himself bespake, and bid tlicni go 


^ or hushod 
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■VTI 

And tliougii tlie feiiady gloom 
Had given day her room, 

The sun himself withheld his wonted speed, 

And hid his head for shame. 

As his infeiior flame 

The new enlighten’d world no more should need , 

He saw a greater sun appear 

Than his blight throne, or burning axletiee could bear 

VIII 

The shepherds on the lawn. 

Or e’ei the point of dawn, 

S it simply chatting in a rustic lov/, 

Full little til ought they then 
That the inic^hty i’au * 

Was hiiidly come to h\e with them below, 

Peihaps their loves, oi else then sheep, 

Was all that did their silly thoughts so busy 1 eep 

IX 

When such music sweet 
Then heaits and cars did gieet, 

Ab nevei w is hy moit il finger stiooL, 

Divinely wniblcd voice 
Answering the stiingcd noise. 

As all then souls lu bhosful raptuio tooL. 

The air such pleasure lotli to lose. 

With thousand echoes still piolongs each heavenly close 

X 

Katuie that heard such sound. 

Beneath the hollow round 

Of Oyntiua’s seat, the airy region thrilling. 

Now was alili ist won 
To think hei part was done, 

And that her reign had here its last fulfilling , 

She knew such harmony alone 

Could hold all heaven and earth in happier union 


1 0od of shepUords 
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At last surrounds tlicii sigM 
A globe of circulai liglit, 

That with long beams the shamefaced night aiuiy’d , 
The helmed Cheiubim, 

And s worded Seiax>him, 

Are seen m glittering ranks with wings display ’d, 
IIa'»ping m loud and solemn qniie, 

With unexpiessive notes to Heaven’s new bom Hen 

XII 

Such music (as ’tis said) 

Before was never made, 

But when of old the sons of morning sung, 

While the Creator great 
His constellations set, 

And the well balanced woi Id on hinges hung, 

And cast the daik foundations deep, 

And bid the weltering waves then oozy channel keep 

XIII 

Bing out, ye ciystal spheres, 

Once bless our human eais. 

If ye have power to touch oui senses so, 

And let your silver chime 
Move m melodious time. 

And let the base of heaven s deep organ blow , 

And with your ninefold harmony 

Make up full consoit to the angelic Symphony 

XIV 

For if such holy song 
Xnwrap oui fancy long. 

Time will run back, and fetch the age of gold, 

And speckled Vanity 
Will sicken soon and die. 

And lepi-ous Sin will melt from earthly mould , 

And Hell itself will pass away. 

And leave her dolorous mansions to the peei mg day 
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Yea Truth and Justice then 
Will down leturn to men. 

Orb’d in a rainbow , and, like glories wearing, 

Mercy will sit between. 

Throned in celestial sheen, 

With radiant feet the tissued clouds down btecni g 
And heaven, as at some festival. 

Will open wide the gates of her high palace hall 

XVI 

But wisest Fate says No, 

This must not yet be so, 

The babe yet lies in smiling infancy. 

That on the bitter cross 
Must redeem oui loss , 

So both Himself and us to glorify , 

Yet first to those 3 chain’d in sleep. 

The wakeful tiump of doom mustthundei through ihedtep, 

XVII 

With such a hoind clang 
As on mount Sinai lang, 

While the red fiie, and smouldering clouds out biake 
The aged eaith aghast, 

With ten 01 of thatblist, 

Shall fiom the suiface to the centre shake , 

When at the world s last session, 

The dreadful Jud in middle air shall spiead His thione 

X\III 

And then at last 0111 bliss 
Full and perfect is, 

But now begins , for from this happy day 
The old Dragon under ground 
In stiaitei limits bound, 

Not half so far casts his usuiped sway, 

And wroth to see his kingdom fail. 

Swinges the scaly honor of his folded tail 
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The oracles aie dumb, 

No voice or hideous hum 
Buns thro’ the arched roof in words deceiving 
Apollo from his shrine 
Can no more dmne, 

With hollow shriek the steej^ of Dclphos leaving 
No nightly trance, or breathed spell 
Inspires the pale eyed pne&t from the piophetie cell 

x\ 

The lonely mountains o’er. 

And the resounding shore, 

A voice of weeping^ hcaid and loud lament, 

From haunted spring, and dale 
Edged with poplai pale. 

The parting genius is with sighing sent , 

With flower inwoven tie&ses tom 

The Nymphs in twilight shade of tinlged thickets mourn 

X\T 

In consecrated earth. 

And on the holy hearth. 

The Lirs,** and Lemiiies ® moan with midnight plaint , 
In urns, and altais round, 

A drcai and dying sound 

Affrights the Fiamens at their service quaint, 

And the chill maible seems to sweat, 

While each peculiar Power foiegoes his wonted seat 


XXII 


Peor and Baalim 
Forsake their temples dim, 

With that twice battei’d God of Palestine,* 


1 Alluding’ to the voice said to have 
been heard by mirlneis at sea ciymg 
The great I an is dead The sto v la 
told by Plutarch 


® Household gods 

3 Ghosts 

4 Pagon, 
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And mooned Aslitaiotli, 

Heaven’s qneen and mother both/ 

E’ow sits not girt with t&,pei6 holy shine , 

The Lybic Hammon shimks his hoin, 

In vain the Tyrian maids their wounded Thammuz* mourn 

XXIII 

And sullen Moloch fled/ 

Hath left m shadows dread 
His burning idol all of blackest hue, 

In vam with cymbals rmg 
They call the grisly king, 

In dismal dance about the fuinacc blue 
The brutish Gods of Nile as fast, 

Isis and Orus, and the dog Aiiub s haste 

>xt\ 


Nor IS Osins'^ seen 
In Memphian giove or green, 

Trampling the unshower’d grass with lowings loud 
Nor can be at rest 
Within his sacred chest, 

Nought but piofoundest hell can be his shioud, 

In vain with timbrell’d anthems daik 

The sable stolcd sorcereis bear his worshipp d ark 

x\v 

He feels from Juda’s land 
The dreaded Infant’s hand, 

The lays of Bethlehem blind his dusky eyn, 

Nor all the Gods beside. 

Longer dare abide, 

Not Tjrpho’i huge ending in snaky twme 
Our Babe, to snOw His Godhead true, 

Gan m His swaddhng bands control the damned crew 


1 She was called Retina cceli and shipped once a year by the Syrian 
Mater Deum — Newtov women 

^ Adonis He was killed by % wild ® iho god of the Ajntnonites 

boar on Mount Iiebanon and was wor * The Cgjptian ox god 
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So when the snn in bed, 

Curtain’d with cloudy red. 

Pillows his chin npoii an orient wave, 

The flocking shadows pale 
Troop to the infernal jail, 

Each fetter’d ghost slips to his several grave , 

And the yellow skirted Fayes 

Fly after the night steeds, leaving their moon loved maze 

XXVII 

But see the Virgin blest 
Hath laid her Babe to rest. 

Time IS our tedious song should heie have ending, 
Heaven’s youngest teemed star 
Hath fix’d her polish’d car, 

Her sleeping Lord with handmaid lamp attending , 
And all about the courtly stable 
Bright harness’d Angels sit m order serviceable 


UPOH THE CIECUMCISIOH 

Ye flaming Powers, and winged Waiiiors bright, 
That erst with music, and triumphant song 
First heard by happy watchful shepherds’ ear. 

So sweetly sung yonr joy the clouds along 
Through the soft silence of the listening night , 
Now mourn, and if sad share with us to bear 
Your fiery essence can distil no tear. 

Bum in your sighs, and borrow 
Seas wept from our deep sorrow 
He who with all heaven’s heraldry whilere 
Enter’d the world, now bleeds to give us ease, 
Alas, how soon our sin 
Sore doth begin 
His infancy to seize ^ 



EARLT POEMS 


a 


O more exceeding love, or law more just P 
Just law indeed, but more exceeding love ^ 

Foi we by rightful doom remediless 
Were lost m death, till He that dwelt above 
High thioned m secret bliss, for us frail dust 
Emptied His glory, ev’n to nakedness. 

And that great covenant which we still transgress 
Entirely satisfied. 

And the full wrath beside 
Of vengeful justice bore for our excess, 

And seals obedience first, with wounding smart, 
Ihis day, but O ere long, 

Hucre pangs and strong 

Will pierce more near his heart 


THE PASSION 
1629 

Erewiiile of music, and ethereal mirth, 

Wherewith the stage 6f air and earth did img. 

And joyous news of heav’nly Infantas birth, 

My Muse with Angels did divide to sing , 

But headlong joy is ever on the wing. 

In wintiy solstice like the shorten’d light 
Soon swallow’d up ir dark and long out living night 


II 

For now to sorrow must I tune my song, 

And set my ha®*p to notes 6f saddest woe, 

Which on our dearest Lord did seize ere long, 
Dangers, and snares, and wrongs, and worse than so. 
Which he for us did freely undergo 

Most perfect Hero, tried m heaviest phght 
Of labours huge and hard, too hard for human wight ^ 
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lit 

Sov leign J^riest stooping his legal head, 

That dropp’d with odorous oil down his fair 
Poor fleshly tabernacle enterM, 

His starry front low roof’d beneath the skies 
O what a mask was there, what a disguise I 
Yet moie , the stroke of death he must abide, 

Then hes him meekly down fast by his brethren’s side 

IV 

These latest scenes confine my roving verse, 

QLo this ho|*i7on is my Phoebus bound , 

His god like acts, and his temptations fierce. 

And former sufFei mgs other where are found , 

Loud o’er the rest Ciemona’s trump^ doth sound, 

Mo softei airs befit, and softer strings 
Of lute, or viol still, more apt for mournful things 

V 

Bcfiiend me, Night, best patroness of giief, 

Ovei the pole thy thickest mantle thiow, 

And work my flatter’d fancy to belief, 

That Heaven and Earth ai*e coloui’d with my woe. 

My sorrows are too dark for day to know 
The leaves should all be black whereon I write, 

And letters where my tears have wash’d a winnish white 

vr 

See, see the chaiiot and those rushing wheels, 

That whirl’d the Prophet up at Chebar flood 
My spirit some ti unsporting Cherub feels, 

To bear me Where the tow’rs of Salem stood 
Once glorious tow’rs, now sunk in guiltless blood 
Theie doth my soul in hdiy vision mt 
In pensive trance, and anguish, and ecstatic fit 


1 Hieronymus Vida*« Ckritiiad « fine 9 Eslsk 115 
Xintin i>oom \ dda dwelt at Cremona. , 
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VII 

Mine eye hath found that sad septilchml fock 
That was the csasket of Heav’n’s tieheet stote, 

And here though gnef my feeble hands up 
Yet on the soften’d quarty would t score 
My plainmg verse as hrely as before 5 
For sure so well instructed are my tears, 

That they would fitly fall m order’d characters 

vin 

Or should I thence humed on viewless wing, 

Take up a weeping on tho mountains wild, 

The gentle neighbouihood of grove and spimg 
Would soon unbosom all their echoes mild, 

And I (foi gnef is easily beguiled) 

Might think th’ infection of my sorrows loud 
Had hit a race of mourners on some pregnant cloud 

This subject tho Author finditig to bo abovo tbo years bo bad -when bo wrote it, 
and nothing satisfied with what was Ix-giin, loft it unflnislwi 


ON TIME' 

Fly, envious Time, till thou run out thy race, 

Call on the lazy leaden stepping hours, 

Whoso speed is but tho heavy plummet s pace , 

And glut thyself with what thy womb devours, 

Which is no more than what is false and vain, 

And merely mortal dross , 

So httle IS our loss, 

So httle is thy gam 

For when each thing bad thou hast intUmb’4 
And last of .til thy greedy self consumed. 

Then long Eternity shall greet our bliss 
With an individual kiss , 

* *1“ Miltons MS writton with hia owi> TV b© set on 

ft clock case -Warton 
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And Joy shall overtake us as a flood. 

When everything that is sincerely good 
And perfectly divine, 

With truth, and peace, and love, shall ever shine 
About the supreme throne 
Of Him, to whose happy making sight alone 
When once our heav’nly guided soul shall climb. 
Then all this earthly grossness quit. 

Attired with stars, we shall for ever sit, 

Triumphing over Death, and Chance, and thee, 
0 Time 


AT A SOLEMN MUSIC 

Blfst imir of Sirens, pledges of heav’n’s ^oy, 
Spheie born harmonious sisters, Voice and Yerse, 
Wed your divine sounds, and mix d pow r employ 
Dead things with inbreath d sense able to pieice , 
And to our high raised phantasy present 
That undisturbed song of pure concent, 

Aye sung before the sapphire colour d throne 
To Him that sits thereon, 

With saintly shout and solemn jubilee 
Where the bright Seraphim in burning row 
Their loud uplifted angel tiumpets blov. 

And the cherubic host in thousand quires 
Touch their immortal harps of golden wires. 

With those just Spirits that wear victorious palms, 

Hymns devout and holy psalms 

Singing everlastingly 

That we on earth with undiscording \oice 

May nghtly answer that melodious noise , 

As once we did, till disproportion’d sm 
Jarr’d against nature’s chime, and with harsh dm 
Broke the fair music that all creatures made 
To their great Loid, whose lo\e their motion swaj’d 
In perfect diapason, whilst they stood 
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In first obedience, and thoir state of good 
O may we soon again renew that song, 

And keep in tune witb Heav*n, till God ere long 
To bis celestial concert ns unite, 

To hve with Him, and sing m endless morn of light 


SONG ON MAY MOENING 

Now the bright morning star, day’s barbingei. 
Con es dancing from the east, and leads with her 
The flow’ry May, who from her green lap tlirowj 
The yellow cowshp, and the pale primrose 
Hail, bounteous May, that dost inspire 
Mirth, and youth, and wirm desiie, 

Woods and groves are of thy di easing. 

Hill and dale doth boast thy blessing 
Thus we salute thee with our early song. 

And welcome thee, and wish thee long 


AN EPITAPH ON THE MAECHIONESS OF 
WINCHESTEE i 

Tins rich maible doth inter 
The honour d wile of Winchestei, 

A Viscount b daughter an Earl s lieu, 

Besides what her virtues fair 


' This lady was tlio wife of John 
Marqiiis of Winchester one of the 
noblest and most devoted of the ad he 
T^nts of Charles I His Konse at Basing 
in Hants stood a two years’ by 
rebels and was finally levelled to 
the ground by them Lord Winchester 


died In 1674 On his monument is an 
epitarb by Dryden It is remarkable 
says Warton that both husband and 
wife should have severally received the 
honour of an epitaph from two such 
poets as Milton and Bxyden.” 
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EAMLT POEMS 

Added to her noble birth, 

More than she could own firom earth* 
Summers three times eight seve one 
She had told , alas * too soon, 

After so short time of breath. 

To house tvith darkness, and with death 
Yet had the number of her days 
Been as complete as was her praig% 
Nature and Fate had had no strife 
In giving limit to her hfe 
Her high birth, and hei giacos sweet 
Quickly found a lovei meet , 

The virgin choir for her request 
The god that sits at m image feast. 

He at their invoking came. 

But with a scarce well lighted flame , 
And in his garland as he stood. 

Ye might discern a Cyprus bud ^ 

Once had the early matrons run 
To greet her of a lovely son. 

And now with second hope she goes 
And calls Liuonia to her throes , 

But whether by mischance oi blame 
Atropos^ for Lucina came , 

And with remorseless cruelt3 
SpoiFd at once both fruit and tree 
The hapless babe before his biith 
Had bunal, yet not laid in earth. 

And the languish’d mother’s womb 
Was not long a hvmg tomb 
So have I seen some tender slip. 

Saved with care from winter’s nip, 

The pride of hei carnation tram. 
Pluck’d up by some unheedy swam. 
Who only thought to crop the flower 
New shot up from vernal shower , 

But the fair blossom hangs the head 


t An emblem of Doith 


2 Ono of the Faies 



MPITAPM& 

Side ways, as on a dying bed. 

And tbose pearls of dew sbe wears 
Prove to be presuming tears, 

Wbicb tbe sad morn bad let fall 
On her bastenmg funeral 
Gentle -Lady, may thy grave 
Peace and quiet ever have , 

After this thy travail sore 
Sweet rest seize thee evermore. 

That to give the world increase. 

Shorten’d hast thy own life’s lease 
Here, besides the sorrowing 
That thy noble house doth bring. 

Here be tears of perfect moan 
Wept foi thee in. Helicon, 

And some flowers, and some bays. 

For thy hearse, to strew the ways. 

Sent thee from the banks of Camo, 

Devoted to thy virtuous name , 

Whilst thou, bnght Samt^ high sitt’st in gloiy, 
Next her, much like to the© in story 
That fair Syrian shepherdess,^ 

Who after years of barrenness. 

The highly favour’d Joseph boro 
To him that served for her befoie. 

And at her next bn th much like thee 
Through pangs fled to felicity. 

Far within the bosom bright 
Of blazing Majesty and Dight 
There with thee, new welcome Saint, 

Like fortunes may her soul acquaint. 

With thee there clad in radiant sheci , 

No Marchioness, but now a Queen 


m 
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AN EPITAPH ON THE ADMIBABLE DRAMATIC 
POET W SHAKESPEARE » 

1630 

What needs my Sha!kespeare for his honour’d bones, 
The labour of an age m piled stones ^ 

Or that his hallow’d rehques should be hid 
Under a stai y pointing pyramid ? 

Dear son of memory, great hen of fame, 

What need st thou such weak witness of thy name ? 
Thou in our w onder and astonishment 
Hast built thyself a live long monument 
For whilst to the shame of slow endeavouring art 
Thy easy numbei s flow, and that each heart 
Hath from the leaves of thy unvalued book 
Those Delphic lines with deep impression took, 

Then thou our fancy of itself bereaving. 

Dost make us maible with too much conceiving , 

And so sepulchred in such pomp dost he, 

That kings for such a tomb would wish to die 


ON THE UNIVERSITY CARRIER 

Who sickened In the time of his racancy being forbid to go to London, 
by reason of the Plagut 

Here hes old Hobson Death hath broke his girt, 

And here, alas, hath laid him m the dirt , 

Or else the ways being foul, twenty to one, 

He’s here stuck in a slough, and overthrown 
'Twas such a shifter, that if truth were known, 

Death was half glad when he had got him down , 


» This Epitaph was prefixed to the 
folio edition of Shakespeare 1632, but 
without Milton s name It is the first 
of his poems which was published 

* This carrier gave rise to the old 
proverb of ^‘Hobsons ohoioe this or 


none, by always obliging the person 
who hired a horse of him to take the 
one standing next to the ste-ble^oor 
so that every customer should have an 
equal chance of being well served and 
every home be used in it« turn —See 
l^cCdtor, Ko 600 
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For lie had any time th i s ten years full. 

Dodged with him betwixt Cambridge and the BuIL 
And surely death could never have prevail’d. 

Had not his weekly course of carriage fail’d , 

But lately finding him so long at home, 

And thinking now his journey’s end was come, 

And that he had ta’en up Ins latest inn, 

In the kind office of a Chamberlin 

Show’d him ins room where he must lodge that night, 

Pull’d off his boots, and took away the light 

If any ask foi him, it shall be said, 

Hobson has supp’d, and’s newly gone to bed 


ANOTHER ON THE SAME 

Heiil heth one, who did most truly prove 
That he could never die while he could move , 

So hung his destiny, never to lot 

While he might still jog on and keep his trot, 

Made of sphere metal nevei to decay 
Until his revolution was at stay 
Time numbers motion, yet (without a crime 
’Gainst old truth) motion number’d out Ins time 
And like an engine moved with wheel and weight. 
His principles being ceased, he ended straight 
Rest that gives all men life, gave him his death, 

And too much breathing put him out of breath , 

Nor weie it contradiction to affirm 
Too long vacation hasten’d on his term 
Merely to drive the time away he sicken’d, 

Fainted, and died, nor would with ale be quicken’d , 

“ Nay,” quoth he, oh his swooning bed out sti etch’d, 
“ If I mayn’t cany, sure I’ll ne’ei be fetch’d. 

But vow, though the cross doctors all stood hearerfif. 
For one earner put down to make six beareis ” 

Ease wa& his chief disease, and to judge nght, 

He died for heaviness, that his cart went light 
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His leisure told him that his tame was come, 

And lack of load made his life burdensome 
That even to his last breath (there be that say’t) 
As he were press’d to death, he cned “ moie weight 
But had his doings lasted as they were, 

He had been an immortal earner 
Obedient to the moon he spent his date 
In course leciprocal, and had his fate 
Link’d to the mutual flowing of the seas, 

Yet (strange to think) his wain was his incieasc 
His letters are dehvei’d all and gone, 

Only remains this superscription 


L’ALLEGRO ' 

Hfnce, loathed Melancholy, 

Of Cerbeius and blackest Midnight bom, 

111 Stygian cave forlorn, 

’Mongst honid shapes, and shrieks, and sights unholy, 
Bind out some uncouth cell, 

Where brooding DaiLness spieads his jealous wings, 
And the night raven sings , 

Theie undir ebon shades, and low brow’d rocks, 

A s ragged as thy locks, 

In dark Cimmerian descit* ever dwell 
But come thou Goddess fair and Ircc, 

In heaven y clep’d Euphiosyne, 

And by men, heart easing Mirth, 

Whom lo\ely Venus at a birth 
With two sister Graces more, 

To ivy Clowned Bacchus boie, 

Or whether (as some sagei sm^ 

The frolic wind that breathes the spiing, 


1 These two Poems— X Jill/ wo and U 
Petmioto— no supposed to Ija\o been 
wiitten in Wilton s jouth, but woio fiist 
publlaht 111! 1648 


The three headed dog which kept 
the gato of Hell 

a Xhe Ciramorhins were piovcrbial for 
dAelhiig in daik caves 
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Sepliyr with Aurora playing, 

As he met her once a Majnng^ 

There on beds of violets blue. 

And fiesh blown roses wash d in dew. 

Fill d her with thee a daughter fair, 
feo buxom, blithe, and debonair 

Haste thee, Hymph, and bring with thee 
Jt&t, and youthful Jolhty, 

Quips, and Cranks, and wanton Wilts, 
Kodb, and Becks, and wreathed Smiles, 
Such as hang on Hebe’s cheek, 

And love to live in dimple sleek , 

SpoH that wnnkled Care derides. 

And Langhtei holding both his sides 
Come, and trip it as you go. 

On the light fantastic toe , 

And m thy right hand lead with thee 
The mountain nymph, sweet Liberty , 

And if I give thee honour due, 

Miith, admit me of thy crew, 

I’o live with her, and live with thee, 

In unreproved pleasures free , 

To hear the lark begin his flight. 

And singing startle the dull night, 

Fiom his watch tower mthe skies, 

Till the dappled dawn doth nse , 

Then to come in spite of sorrow-, 

And at my window bid good moriow, 
Through the sweet bnar, or the vine, 

Or the twisted eglantine 
While the cock with hvely dm 
Scatters the rear of darkness thin, 

And to the stack, or the bam door, 

Stoutly struts his dames befoi e 

Oft listening how the hounds and horn 

Cheerly louse the elumbeimg mom, 

From the side of some hoar hill, 

Through the high wood echoing shrill 
Some time walking, not unseen, 

By hedge low thus, on hillocks green. 
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Bight against the eastern gate, 

Wheie the great snn begins his state, 

Bobod m flames, and ambei light 
The clouds m thousand liveries dight, 

While the ploughman near at hand 
Whistles o’ei the fui lowed land, 

And the milkmaid singeth blithe, 

And the mower whets his scythe, 

And every shepherd tells his tale 
Under the hawthorn in the dale 
Stiaiglit mine eye hath caught new pleasures 
Whilst the landscape lound it measuies, 
Bussct lawns, and filiow> giay, 

Wheie the nibbling llockg do stiay, 

Mount iins, on whose bairen bieast 
The lab’rmg clouds do often i est , 

Meadows turn with diisies pied, 

Shallow brooks, and n\eis wide 
Towers and battlements it sees 
Bosom’d high in tutted tiecs 
Where perhaps some Beauty lies, 

The Cynosuie’ of neighb’iing eyes 
Haid b} , a cottage chim ley smokes, 

From betwixt two agt d oal s, 

Where Ooiydon and Thyisis met, 

Are at their savoiuy dinnci sec 
Of herbs, and other couiitiy messes, 

AVliich the neat handed Phillis diesses. 

And then in haste the bowei she leaves, 

With Thestyhs to bind thf* si eaves , 

Or, if the earliei season lead, 

To the tann d haycock in the me id, 
Sometimes with seci re delight 
Tlie upland hamlets will invite, 

When the merry bells img lound. 

And the jocund lebecks sounel 


» The Pole star- alluding to its irjng » A lobcck wis i fiddlt with three 
netio attraction The magiietio ntcdlo strings 
alviays poiiita to it Your cyos are 
lodestars, is said by Shakespeare 




While the ploughman near at hand 
Whistles o er the furrow d land 
And the milkmaid singeth blithe 
And the mower whets his scythe — p a8 
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To many a yontb, and many a maid, 
Dancing in the chequer’d shade , 

And young and old come forth to play 
On a sunshine holiday, 

Till the live long daylight fail , 

Ihen to the spicy nut brown dk ^ 

With stones iold of many a feat, 

How fairy Mab the junkets eat , 

She was iimch’d, and pull’d, she said, 

And he by friar’s lanthoin led, 

Tells how the diudging Goblin sweat, 

To earn his cream bowl duly set. 

When in one night, ere glimpse of mom 
His shadowy flail hath thicsh d the com, 
That ten day lab’rers could not end , 

Then lies him down the lubbei fiend,^ 

And stretch’d out all the chimney s length. 
Basks at the fiie his haiiy stiength. 

And crop full out of doors he flings, 

Hre the fust cock his matin rings 
Thus done the talcs, to bed they creep, 

By whispcimg winds soon lull d asleep 
Tower’d cities please us then, 

And the busy hum of men, 

When throngs of knights and baions bold 
In weedaof peace high triumphs hold 
With stole of ladies, whoso biight eyes 
Bam influence, and judge the prize 
Ot wit, or arms, while both contend 
To win her giace, whom all commend 
There let Hymen oft appear 
In saffron robe, with taper clear, 

And pomp, and feast, and revelrj , 

With mask, and antique pageantry, 

Sudi sights as youthful poets dieam 
On summer es by haunted stream 


1 The gossips bowl, called Lambs Kobold of Qeianuj- — supposed to do 
wool household work at night foi tho niuicis 

a Will 0 the Wisp who in retmn left him a bowl of 

» i\iok , the Pixie, in Devonshire— tho cream 
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Then to the well trod stage anon» 

If Jonson’s learnM sock be on,. 

Or sweetest Shakespeare, Fancy’s child, 
Warble his native wood notes wild 
And ever againeft eating cares, 

Lap me in soft Lydian airs, 

Married to immoital verse. 

Such as the meeting soul may pierce, 

In notes, with many a winding bout * 

Of linked sweetness long diawn out 
With wanton heed and giddy cunning, 

The melting voice thiough mazes rumiUig, 
Untwisting all the chains that tie 
The hiddtu soul of harmony , 

That Orpheus self may heave his hcn^ 
From golden slumber on a bed 
Of heap’d Elysian flowers, and heir 
Such stiams as would have won the ear 
Of Pluto, to have quite set fiee 
Ills li ilf reg iin d Euiydice 
T hese delights if thou canst give, 

Math, with thee I mean to live 


IL PEKSEBOSO 

He^cf, vam deluding joys, 

The blood of folly without father bied, 

How little you bestead, 

Or fill the fixed mmd with all youi toys ? 
Dwell in some idle brun, 

And fancies fond \Mtli gaudy shapes possess, 
As thick and numberless 
As the gay motes that people the sunbeams, 
Oi liLest hovenng dreams 
The fickle pensioners’* of Morpheus’ tram 


1 Tum were enrolled by Queen MiSMkbotll imder 

* Followers The term was used first Ikey wei© yntmiir nolsfioi of 

in this sense by a band of oourtiers, w ho tne highest fashion of the penod 
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But hail thou Goddera#, sage said holfy 
Hail divmest Melancholy, 

Whose saintly visage is too bnghi 
To hit the sense of human sight, 

And therefore to our weaker view 

0 erlaid with black, staid Wisdom's hue , 

Blacky but such as m esteem 

Prince Memnon’s^ sister might beseem, 

01 that starred Ethlop queen® that strove 
To set hei beauty’s praise above 

The Sea Nymphs, and their pow’is offended 
Yet thou art higher far descended , 

Thee bnght hair’d Vesta, long of yore, 

To solitaiy Saturn bore , 

His daughter she (in Saturn’s reign, 

Such mixture was not held a stam) 

Oft in glimmering bow’rs and glades 
He met her, and m seciet shades 
Of woody Ida’s inmost grove, 

While yet there was no fear of Jove 
Come, pensive Nun, devout and pure, 

Sober, steadfast, and demure, 

All in a robe of darkest grain, 

Flowing with majestic tram, 

And sable stole^ of Cyprus lawn, 

Over thy decent shoulders diawn 
Come, but keep thy wonted state 
With even step, and musing gait, 

And looks commercing with the skies, 

Thy rapt soul sitting m thine eyes 


1 Metnnon wns Kmg of Ftluopia an 
ally of the Trojane Ho was slam by 
AcMlles 

i Cassiopeia, wife oi Cephous King 
of Ethiopia She boasted of being tnoro 
beautiful than the Nereids who in 
auger persuaded Neptune to send a 
sea monster to devour the Ethiopians 
Andromeda her dfOii^hter was exposed 
to it but was saved by Perseus Cassio 
peia had a constellation nam^ after 
her % € Cassiopeia s chair ^Hexioo, 
Hilton says d Ethlop queen ” 


3 'the goddess of fiio The meauiug 
of Milton s allegozj says Warton is 
that Melancholy is the daujjhter of 
Genius, which is typified by the bright 
haired goddess of eternal fire Saturn 
the famer, is the god of saturnine 
disposihons, of pensive and gloomy 
mind# ** 

< Stole a veil w^iich covcied the 
head and shouMers, Worn by Boman 
matrons 
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There held in holy passion still, 

Forget thyself to marble, till 
With a sad leaden downward cast 
Thoti fix them on the earth as fast 
And join with thee calm Peace, and Quiet, 
Spare Fast, that oft with Gods doth diet. 
And hears the Muses in a nng 
Aye round about Jove s altar sing 
And add to these retired Leisure, 

That 111 trim gardens takes his pleasure , 
But first, and chiefest, with thee bring. 

Him that yon soars on golden wing. 
Guiding the fiery wheeled throne. 

The Cherub Contemi^lation , 

And the mute Silence hist along, 

’Less Philomel will deign a song 
In her sweetest, saddest plight. 

Smoothing the rugged bi ow of night. 

While Cynthia checks her dragon yoke. 
Gently o er the accustomed oak , 

Sweet bud, that shunn’st the noise of folly, 
Most musical, most melancholy ’ 

Thee, chauntiess, oft the woods among 
1 woo, to heal thy even song , 

And missing thee, I walk unseen 
On the diy smooth shaven gieen, 

’J o behold the wandeiing moon, 

Biding near her highest noon, 

Like one that had been led astiay 
Through the heav’n’s wide pathless way 
And oft, as if hci head she bo v d, 

Stooping through a fleecy cloud 
Oft on a i)lat of using ground, 

I hear the far off cuiievv sound, 

Over some wide watei’d shore. 

Swinging slow with sullen roai , 

Or if the air will not permit. 

Some still removed place will fit, 

Where glowing embers throijgh the room 
Teach light to counterfeit a gloom , 
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Far fiom all resort of mirth, 

Save the cricket on the hearth, 

Or the bellman’s drowsy charm, 

To bless the doois from nightly haim 
Or let my lamp at midnight hour 
Bo seen in some high lonely tower. 

Where I may oft out watch the Bear,' 
With tlmce gieat 11010168,“ oi unsphere 
The spiiit of Plato, to unfold 
What -worlds, or what vast icgions hold 
The immoital mind, that hath foisook 
Her nidi] Sion m this lleshly nook 
And of those Demons th it ik found 
In fire an Hood, or undci gioimd 
“Whose jiower hath a tine consent 
With pi met, or with clement 
Sometimes let gorgeous tr igedy 
In sccptied pall come sweeping by 
Presenting Thebes, oi Pelops line,** 

Or tl e t'^le of lioy divine 
Or what (though raie) of 1 iter age 
Ennobled hath the buskin’d stage 
But O sad Virgin, that thy jiowcr 
]\tight ruse Must us® fioin his bovei, 

Or bid the soul of Oipheus sing 
Such notes as waihled to the stung 
Diew non tcais down Pluto s check, 

And m idc Hell gr int what love elid seek ® 
Or c ill up him^ that left half told 
The stoiy of Cambuscan bold, 


* UrsaMijor This const llationncvci 
sets 

Ti-ismegistus le the thnee 
j,nncJ He vvns in E^5j)tinn puest 
and astroiiomci ivho insti noted hia 
tountrymoii m the sciences The woiks 
translated and published as hie aic s nd 
to be npooryplial 

* Plato believed that the cleinotits 
weio peopled with spirits 

* The stoiy of Tl bts of CEJipus and 


hiR sons and tho homd tiidition of 
Pelops wcio tlio subjects of tho ^.leat 
Giccl tiififodies 

5 Muftcus ind Oijihcns ire mentioned 
togethei m 1 1 ito s U timblie as two of 
the genuine C leok poets —1 W A hi on 
<> riuto chumcil 1) Ihc nifisie of 
Oiplu us lestoie I to h lu his dcid w ife 
Fm y dice 

7 Chaucer Iho b limes Ti"'*. is 
alluded to 

1 ) 
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Of Camball, and of Algarsife, 

And who had Canace to wife, 

That own d the \irtuous ring and glass. 
And of the wondions horse of brass, 

On which the Tartar king did ride 
And if aught else great bards beside ' 

In sage and solemn tnncs have fenng, 

Of turneys and of trophies hung, 

Of forests, and cnchantm,ents drear, 
Where more is meant than meets the cor 
Thus Night oft see me m thy pale careei, 
Till civil suited Mom apjiear, 

Not trick’d and frounced as she was \7ont 
With the Attic boy^ to hunt. 

But keichef’d in a comely cloud. 

While locking winds aie piping loud, 

Or ufeliei ’d with a shower still, 

When the gust hath blown his fill, 

Ending on the lusthng leaves, 

With minute diops from off the eaves 
And when the sun begins to fling 
Hife flaring beams, mo. Goddess, bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves. 

And shadows brown that Sylvan loves 
Of pine, or monumental oak. 

Where the lude axe with heaved stroke 
Was never heard the Nymphs to daunt, 

Or fright them from their hallow d haunt 
Theic in close covert by some brook, 

Where no profanei eye may look. 

Hide me from day s garish"^ eye, 

While the bee with homed thigh, 

That at her flow’ry work doth smg, 

And the waters murmuring 
With such consort as they keep, 

Entice the dewy feather’d sleep , 


1 Alluding to Spenser s ' FaMe Queen 
3 Prounood meant an excessive or 
affected dressing of the hair It is from 
the French /) oncer to curl — T Warton 
‘ Tncked means ‘ dressed out ** 


8 CephahiH Aurora the goddess of 
tho morning foll^in love with him 
—Ovid Met VII TOl 

* Gaudy 
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And let some strange mysterious dieam 
Wave at liis -wings in airy stieam 
Of lively poiiraitiire display d, 

Softly on my eyelids laid 

And as I wa^ e, sweet c breathe 

Above, about, or undcrncvith. 

Sent by some Spnit to mortals good, 

Oi the unseen Genius of the wood 
But let my due feet never fail 
To -v^ allv. the studious cloistei s pale,' 

And love the high embowed root. 

With antic pillais massy pi oof, 

And bloried windows luhl^ dight, 

C istmg i dim t^oligions Indit 
There let the peding organ blow. 

To the lull voiced chon below, 

In service high, ind inthcnis clear, 

As may with swv.einess, thiough mine eai, 
Dissolve me into ecstasies, 

Ann bnng all heav’ii befoie mine eyes 
And may at last my veaiy igo 
Find out the peaceful heimitage, 

The haiiy gown and mossy cell. 

Where I may sit and lightly spell 
Of oveiy star that heav n doth show, 

And ev’iy herb that sijis the dew, 

Till old experience do attain 
To "something like piophetic strain 
These pleasures Melancholy give, 

And I with theo will choose to live 


u*ton conjecti tos tliat the right reading is cloiste) s pale % e , enclosuro 



ARCADES 

Tart of an oritci t unment presented to tlio Countess Dow\p’er of Dci oj at II ai ‘Idd 
by some noble peisons of her fatnil} who app( ii on the s one in paetoi il h ibit 
moving toward the seat of s ate with this song -- 

S0^G I 

Look, nymphs, and shepherds lool , 

What sudden blaze of maje sty 
Is that which we fiom hence descry, 

Too divine to be mistook 
This, this IS she 

To whom oui views and wishes bend 
llcie oui solemn seaich hath end 
Fame, that her high woitli to ruse. 

Seem’d cist so lavish and piofusc, 

\\ e may justly now accuse 
Of detraction fiom her piaise 
Less than half we find expiess’d, 

Lnvy bid conceal the rest 
M irk wh it radi int state she spreads, 

In circle lound hei shining throne, 

Shooting her beams like sih er threads , 

This, this is she done, 

Sitting like a Goddess blight, 

In the centio of her light 
[Might she the wise Latona be, 

Or the toweled Cytclc, 

Mothei of a hundred Gods ? 

Juno dues not give her odds , 

Who had thought this clime naa ncld 
A deity so uiiparallerd ? 

As lbe> come fonvaid tlie Genius of the Wood jappeim luid tinning to\^ la 
them speaks 

Gi V Stay, gentle Swains, for though m this disguise, 

I see blight honour sparkle thiough vour eyes, 


I Alice Speii^'er daiightoi of Sir John 
Spenser, of Altboipe Milton lived, m 
the noighbouihood of Hareficld which 
w iH now Uxbridge Hia father lived 
at Hoi’tuu near Coluebrook and held 


his house under the Tail of Bulge 
water Lady Derby was a geiieious 
pationess of poets fopeiiser was itiUted 
to her family 
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Of famous Arcady ye aie, and sprung 
Of that I’enown^d flood, so often sung, 

Divine Alphdus, who by seciet sluice 
Stole undei seas to meet his Aiethuse,* 

And ye, the breathing roses of the wood, 

Fan silver buskin’d ITymphs, as great and good, 

I know this quest of yours, and fr^e intent 
Was all in honoui and devotion meant 
To the great mistiess of yon pimcely shrine, 
Whom with low lev rence I adoie as mine, 

And with all helpful service will comply 
To ^uithei this night’s glad solemnity, 

And leid ye wheie ye may more near iichold 
Wliat shallow scxrchmg Fame has left untold 
Wliicli I full oft amidst these shades ilone 
Have sat to wonder at, and gaze upon 
loi know, by lot fiom Jove I am the Power 
Of this f'lii wood, and live in oaken bower, 

Q o iiuise the saplings tall, and cuiL the giovo 
With liHgleis quaint, and wanton windings wove, 
And all my plants I save fioin nightly ill 
Of noisome winds and blasting vapours chill 
And fiom the bo ighs biush off the e\il dew, 

And heal the haims of thwarting thimdci blue, 

Oi what the cross due looking planet smites, 

Or huitful woim \Mth canker d \enom bites 
When ev nmg gray doth use, I fetch my round 
Over the mount, and all this hallow d ground , 

And early, ere the odoious bieath of morn 
Awakes the slumb’niig leaves, ox tassell d horn 
Shakes the high thicket, haste I all about. 

Number my ranks, and visit every sprout 
With puissant woids, and muimurs made to bless, 
But else, n deep of night, when diowsiness 
Hath look’d up moital sense, then listen I 
To the celestial Sirens’ haimony, 


* A river of Arcadia, wliicli sinks into 
tlio earth xiassos under the sea with 
put mixing its wateis with the silt 
waves, and rises ne ir byraci;|se, in faicily 


wlieie it joins the Arethusa ‘uid flows 
conjointly with that stroaett to the aea 
feco Shelleys ex<^uisite noem, Are- 
thiisa 
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Presented at Ludlow Castle btfoio Tolin I ail of Budgevvater tlion 
Picsidcat of Walch 

* Comus was suggcRtcd to the Poet by the fact that the two sons and the daughter 
of the J 111 of BrI igc \\ ilcr oii their return fiorii a \isit to some relations in Herefoi d 
shire w( 1C hLmghtod in Haywood } 01 est and the I ady Alice was for a short time 
lost The Misk was wntten fni the Michadmas festivities cf 1084 and acted by 
Lord Biidgcwatci s rhildrcii Iho music (ompobed for it v\ is by Henry Laves who 
performed m it the put of the Spuit or Ihyibis He was the bun of riiomas Lawes 
a A ic ir Choi il of S ihbliui y i. ithcdr il and w is at fii st a choi istcr himself He bee irao 
fin illy one of the Cuiiit musicians to Charles I Masks and music fled before the 
stern gloctm of the Commonwealth and I awes vas compelled to gain his living by 
teacbiin> the Into His ^catest mends durmj^ this peiiod cf difficulty and poverty 
were tin I adies Ain o and M 113 rgerton Ho lived to the Ilestoiatiun and composed 
the C oron ition Anthem for (. h irlcs II Comus vv asfirst published by I uv ( s without 
Miltoi^s 11 imc in IbJ” with a dcdii ition to J oid Brackley Masks wcie the fashion 
of the ace and Milton was pi obably illed on by Lord Bridgewater to pioduco one 
because no h id ah cady writ! tn the \i c adts for Lady Bridgewater s mother; Lady 
Beibj at Ilaiefield in Middlesex 

THE PERSONS 

The attendant Spiut aftcrwaids iii tho PnstBrothci 
habit of lh\isi See md 1 1 itlnr 

foraus withlubuew t^abuna theNvmph 

The Lady 


Till CHJEr PLRSONS aVHO PIlLbLNlLD WTRE- 

The I ord Brackley ( Mr Thomas roOiton, his brotucr 

Tho T idy Alice Lgerton 

The Fust S ene discoveis a Wild Wood 

The attend int Siuiit i descend or entcis 

Bi lORL the starry thieshold of Jove s court 
My mansion is, wlicie those immoital shapes 
Oi blight aciial spiuts live insphercd 
In legions mild of calm and serene air, 

Above the smobe and stir of this dim spot, 

Which men call Eaith and with low thoughted caie 
Confined, and pester d^ in this pinfold heie, 

Stiivc to keep up a fi ul and feveiish being. 

Unmindful of the crown that virtue gives, 

After this mortal chinge, to her true seivants, 

Amongst the enthioned Gods on sun ted seats 


1 Tho Spmt iR called Demon in 3 Croavded, fiom 2>^sta, i\ cio'wd 
tho Cambii Ige MS ~W aiiTox 
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Yet some there be that by due steps aspire 
To lay their just hands on that golden keyt 
That opes the palace of eternity , 

To suih my on and is , and but for such, 

I would not soil these puie ambrosial weeds 
With the lank vapours of this sin worn mould. 

But to ray task hTeptune, besides the sway 
Of every salt flood, and each ebbing stream. 

Took in by lot ’twixt high and nether Jove 
Imperial i ule of all the sea girt isles, 

That like to iich and \arious gems inlay 
The unadointcl bo'jom of the deep. 

Which he, to grace his tubutary GoJs, 

By course commits to sev lal government, 

And gn t s them leave to wear their sappliire ciowns, 
And wield then little tridents but this Isle, 

The grtate&t and the best of all the mam, 

He quaitcis to his blue hair d deities , 

And ill this tiact that fionts the falling sun 
A noble Peei of mickle trust and powei 
Has mbs charge, with tempei d awe to guide 
An old and haughty nation proud m arms ^ 

Wheie his fan oAspiiiig, nuised in princely loie, 

Aie coming to attend then fithci’s state, 

And new intrusted sceptie , but their way 
Lies through the perjflexd j^iths of this dieai wood# 
The nodding hoiioi of whose shady brows 
Threats the foiloiii and wand ring passenger, 

And heio their tendei age might suffer peiil, 

But that by quick command from sovereign Jo^ o 
I was dispatch’d for their defence and guaid, 

And listen why, for I will tell you now 
What never yet was heard in tale or song, 

Iiom old or modern b iid, in hall or bowei 

Bacchus, that fii st from out the purple grape 
Clash’d the sweet poison of misused wine, 

After the Tuscan mariners transfoim’d, 

Coasting the Tynhene shore, as the winds listed. 


I The 
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On Circe’s island fell -who knows not Cnee, 

The daughter of the siin, whose charmed onp 
WhoGvei tasted, lost his upright shape, 
j\nd downward fell into a grovelling swine? 

This Nymph that gazed upon his clustering locks, 
With ivy berncs wreath’d, and his blithe youth, 

Had by him, eie he paited thence, a son 
Much like his father, but his mother more, 

Whom therefoio she brought up, nud Comus' named 
Who ripe, and frolic of his full giown age, 

Roving the Celtic and Iberian bclds, 

At 1 1 st betakes him to this ominous wood, 

And in thick shelter of black shades imbowei’d 
Excels his mother at hoi mighty art, 

Offering to ev’ry weai y traveller 
His onent liquor in a crystal glass, 

To quench the drouth of Phoobus, which as they taste, 
(Foi most do taste through fond intemperate thnst) 
Soon as the potion works, their human countenance, 
The express resemblance of the Gods, is changed 
Into some brutish foim of wolf, or bear, 

Or ounce, or tiger, hog, oi bearded goat. 

All other parts remaiiung as they were , 

And they, so perfect isHheir misery 

Not once perceive their foul disfigurement 

But boast themselves moie comely thin bcfoie, 

And all their fnends and native home forget, 

To roll with pleasure in i sensuil sty 
Therefore, when my fivoni’d of high Jove 
Chances to pass through this advcntuious glade, 

Swift as the spaikle of a glancing star 
I shoot fiom heaven, to give him safe convoy. 

As now I do But first I must put off 
These my sky lobes spun out of Ins* woof. 

And take the weeds and likeness of a swain, 

That to the service of this house belongs. 

Who with his soft pipe, and smooth dittied song, 


J Comus was tlic j,od of good chcci 
II 0 had appeal td is a dramatic i.or 


soiiage m one of Jonsons M si s before 
the Court m ICIO 
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Well Lnowo to still the '^ild winds when they roar, 

And hush the waving woods, nor of less faith, 

And in this office of his mountain watch, 

Lii( host, and nearest to the present aid 
Of this occasion But I hear the tread 
Of hateful steps, I must bo viewless now 

Coinus enters ^Mtli a (haminpf rod in one band bis glass in tbc otbor wjtb bbn a 
Kiutof nioitB (IS he idcd Ixko anndiy sorts of Wild boasts but otbci wise like m i 
aru’ women their ippaiel glistening they come lu nuking i riotous and uniulv 
n jisc with toi ebos in theii bands 

CoMUs The stai that bids the eliepheid fold, 

Now the top of heaven doth hold , 

And the%ilded car of day 
Hib glowing axle doth allay 
In the steep Atlantic sticam 
And the slope sun his upward beam 
Shoots against the dusky polo, 

Pacing towaid the othei goal 
01 his chamber in the east 
Meanwhile welcome Joy, and Feast, 

Midnight Shout and Kevelry, 

Tipsy Dance and J ollity 
Biiid your locks with losy twine, 

Diopping odouis, dioppiug wmc 
Eigour now is gone to bed, 

And Advice with scrupulous head, 

Strict Age, and soui &c\eiit3’' 

With thoir grive «aws in slumlKi lie 
We that are of purci fiie 
Imitate the staiiy qune, 

Who in then nightly watchful spheres 
Lead in swift round the months and yens 
The sounds and seas, with all their finny diovo, 

Now to the moon 111 wavering moince* move, 

And on the tawny sands and shelves 
Tnp the pert fames and the dapper elves 

1 Tbe moujcf or Moousb (ianco long aanl luibcru^of Fdwaid III , o’! bia 
a great iivouritc with 0111 an cestoi’s It retun fionbpun 
Vrm introduced by John of Oaimt it is 
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By dinopled brooL, and fountain bum, 

The wood nymphs deck’d with daisies turn, 

Their meny wakes and pastimes keep , 

What hath night to do with sleep ® 

Night hath better sweets to pro\e, 

Venus now wakes, and wakens Love 

Come let us oiii iites begin 

’Tis only d ly light that makes sin. 

Which these dun shades will ne’ei leport 
Ilail Goddess of nocturnal spoit, 

Daik veil d Cotytto,' t’ whom the seciei 11 imo 
Of midnight torches bums, inystcnous dime 
Tint lie ei ait call d, but when the diag^tn womb 
Of htygian darkness spets her thickest gloom, 

And makes one blot of all the air , 

Stay thy cloudy ebon chaii, 

Wherein thou rid st with Hecat and bdrieud 
Us thy vow d piicsts, till utmost end 
Of all thy dues bo done, and none leit out, 

Ere the babbling eastern scout, 

The nice morn, on the Indian steep 

Fiom her cabin’d loophole peep 

And to the tell tale sun desciy 

Our conceal’d solemnity 

Come, knit hands, and beat the ground 

In a light fantastic round 

The Mi asuke 

Break off, break off, I feel the different pace 
Of some chaste footing near about this giound 
Bun to your shrouds, within these brike> and tiocs, 
Our number may affright Some virgin sii o 
(For so I can distinguish by mine art) 

Benighted m these woods Now to my chaims, 

And to my wily trains , I shall ere long 
Be well stock’d with as fair a herd as giazed 
About my motbei Circe Thus I huil 


I The g:odd<js3 of wantonness, worelnppci bj ancient Greeks at 
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My dazzling spells into the spungy air. 

Of power to cheat the eye with blear illusion, 

And give it false presentments, lest the place 
And my quamt habits breed astonibhinent, 

And put the damsel to suspicious flight, 

Which must not be, for that s against my coutse 
I, under fair pietence of fiiendly ends, 

And well placed words of glozing couitesy 
B utcd with reasons not unplausible, 

"W ind me into the easy hearted m in. 

And hug him mto snares When once her eye 
H xth met the virtue of this magic dust, 

I shall appear some haimltss villigci, 

Whom thrift keeps up about his coiintiy gear 
But here she comes, 1 f iiily^ step aside 
And hearken, if I may, liei business here 

Tlie L idy cntcis 

Lidy This way the noise was, if mine cai be tine, 
My best guide now , mcthouglit it was the sound 
Of not and ill managed meriiment, 

Such as the jocund flute, or gamesome pipG 
Stiis iq among the loose unlettei d hinds. 

When for then teeming flocks, and gianges full, 

In wanton dance, they piaise the bounteous Pan, 
And thank the Gods amiss I should be loath 
To meet the ludeness, and swill’d in'^o'^ence 
Of such late wassailers , yet O where else 
Sh ill I inform my unacquainted feet 
In the blind mazes of this tangled wood ? 

My Blethers, when they saw me wearied out 
With this long way, resolving here to lodge 
Undpr the spi ending favour of these pines, 

Stepp d, as hey said, to the next thicket side 
To bung me bemes, or such coohng fruit 
As the kind hospitable woods piovide 
They left me then, when the gray hooded Even 
Like a sad votanst in palmer’s weed. 


U 
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Bose from the hindmost wheels of Phoebiis’ wain 
But wheiethey are, and why they came not baoh. 
Is now the laboui of my thoi-»ghts , ^tis likeliest 
They had engaged their wandoimg steps too fir. 
And envious darkness, ere they could retain, ^ 
Had stole them from me else, O thievish Night, 
Why shouldst thou, but for some felonious end. 

In thy daik lantern thus close up the stais. 

That nature hung m heaven, and fill’d then 1 imps 
With cvei lasting oil, to give due light 
To the misled and lonely traveller ? 

This IS the 2 >lace, as well as I may guess. 

Whence even now the tumult of loud mirth 
Was rife, and peifect in my listening eai, 
et nought but single daikness do I find 
What might this be? A thousand fantasies 
Begin to throng into my memory. 

Of calling shapes, and beckonmg shadows dno, 
And any tongues, that syllable men’s names 
On sands, and shores, and desert wildernesses 
These thoughts may startle well, but not astound 
The \irtuous mind, that ever walks attended 
By i stiong siding chamjuon, Conscience — 

0 welcome pure eyed Faith, white handed Hope, 
Thou ho\ ’ring Angel, gut with golden wings, 

And thou, unblemished form of Chastity * 

1 set ye -visibly, and now believe 

That He, the Supreme Good, to whom all things ill 
Arc but as slavish officers of vengeance, 

'^Vould send a glistening guardian, if need were, 

To kcej^ my life and honour unassail’d 
Was I deceived, or did a sable cloud 
Turn foith hei silver lining on the night? 

I did not err, theie does a sable cloud 
Turn foith her silver lining on the night,^ 

And casts a gleam over this tufbed grove 
I cannot halloo to my Brotheis, but 
Such noise as I can make to be heard farthest 
I’ll venture, for my new enliven’d spuits 
Prompt me , and they perhaps aie not far off 
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So^c 

Sw TET Eclio, sweetest nympli, that livest UB^een 
itlim thy *1117 shell. 

By slow Meaiidei s margont green. 

And 111 the violet embroider’d vale. 

Where the love lorn nightingale 
hfiglitly to thee her sad song mom noth well, 

Canst thou not tell me of a gentle pan 
That likest thy Narcissus aict^ 

O, if thou h we 

Hid them in some flowciy cave, 

Tell me but where, 

Sweet queen of paily, daughter of the sphere* 

So mayst thou lie ti inslated to the skies, 

And give lesounding grace to all heav’n s hai monies 

Entei Comiis 

Com Can xny moital mixture of earth’s mould 
Breathe uch divine enchanting ravishments 
Sure something holy lodges in that biea&t, 

And with these laptuies moves the vocal in 
To testify ins Iiidden residence 
How sweetly did they float upon the wincrs 
Of silence, through the empty vaulted night. 

At evciy fall smoothing the lavon down 
Of dail ness till it smiled * I have oft heard 
My mother Cnee with the Snons three. 

Amidst the flowery kiiiled Naiades, 

Culling their potent herbs and baleful dings, 

Who as they sung would take the piison’d soul, 
And lap it m Elysium , Scylla wejit, 

And chid h«r baikmg waves into attention, 

And fell Chary bdis murmur’d soft applause 
Yet they in pleasing slumber lull’d the sense, 

And in sweet madness robb’d it of itself. 

But such a sacred, and home felt delight. 

Such sober certainty of waking bliss 
I nevei heard till now 1 11 speak to hci , 

And she shall be my queen Had, foicign wonder I 
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Whom ceitain these rough shades did never breed, 

Unless the goddess that in ruial shiine 
D well’s t here with Pan, or S^van, by blest song 
Forbidding every bleah unkindly fog 
To touch the prosperous growth of this tall wood 
Lad Nay, gentle Shephcid, ill is lost that praise 
That IS address’d to unattending eai s , 

Not any boast of skill, but extreme shift 
How to regain my sever’d company, 

Compdl’d me to awake the couiteous Echo 
To give me answer fiom lici mossy couch 

Com What chance, good Lady, hath beieft you th 

La I) Dim darkness, and this leafy labyi inth 

Co'vr Could that divide you from near usheiing guides ? 

Lai) They left me weaiy on a giassy tinf 

Com By falsehood, or discourtesy, or why P 

Lad To seek in the villey some cool finndly spiing 

Com And left yom fair side all unguarded. Lady ^ 

L\i) They were but twain, and puiiioscd quid return 
Com Perhaps forestalling night i^reveiited them 
Lad How easy my raisfoitunt is to hit ’ 

Com Imports then loss, beside the 2:)icsent need? 

Lad No less than If I should my Biothcis lose 
Com Weie they -of manly piimc, or youthful bloom? 
Lad As smooth as Hebe s their uniazoi d lips 
Com Two such I saw, what time the labour’d oi. 

In his loose tiaces fiom the fuiiow came. 

And the swink hedgei at his suppei sat, 

I saw them under a green mantling vine 
That crawls ilong the side of yon small hill, 

Plucking ripe clusters from the tender shoots , 

Their poit was moie than human, as they stood 

I took it for a faery vision 

Of some gay creatures of the element. 

That in the colours of the rainbow live, 

And pldyi th’ plighted clouds I was awe stiuck, 

And as I pass’d, I woi shipiD’d , if those you seek, 


1 c J with tuil 
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It were a journey like the path to heav’n. 

To help you find them 
Lvd Gentle Villager, 

What readiest way would bung mo to that place ? 
Oo'M Due west it rises from this shrubby poin^ 
Lid lo find that out, good Shepheid, I suppose, 
111 such a scant allowance of stai hght, 

■\\^ould ovcitask the best land jiilot’s ait. 

Without the suie guess of well x^iacti cd feet 
Co’\i 1 know each Ime and cveiy alley gicc i, 
Dingle or bushy dell of this wild wood, 

And e\ciy bosky bourn fiom side to side. 

My daily w ill s and ancient neighbomhood , 

And if youi stiay attend ints bo jet lodged 
Oi bhioud within these limits 1 sholl know 
Eie moiiow wal e oi the low loosted Ink 
From her thatch d pallet lonso , if othci wise 
1 cm conduct jou, D idy, to a low 
But loy il cottage, wheix. jou may be safe 
Till fui Lhei quest 

Lvd >S'hex)heid, I tike thy woid. 

And tiust thy honest ofTei d couitesy, 

Which oft is soonei found in lowly sheds 
With smoky i afters, than in taj) stiy halls 
And couits of xniiices where it fiist wa'^ named, 

And yet is most pretended in a xdace 
Less wail anted than this or less sccuin, 

I c in not be, that 1 should feai to change it 
Lye me, blest Providence, and squaie my tiial 
To my proportion d strength bhepheid, lead on 

Lutci tbo two Brothcis 

1 Br Dnmuffle, jc faint stais, and thou, fan moon. 
That wont bt to love the tra'icliei’s bem/on, 

Stoox> thy pale visage through an ambei cload, 

And disinherit Chaos, that reigns heie 
In double night of daikness and of shades , 

Or if your influence be quite damm’d up 
With black usurping mists some gentle taper. 
Though a rush caudle, from the wicker hole 



m CQMUS 

Of some clay habitation, visit ns 

With thy long levell d rule of streaming light , 

And thou shalt be our star of Arcady, 

Oi Tyrian Cynosure ^ 

2 Br Oi if oui eyes 

Be barr d that happiness, mi^ht we but hear 
T1 L folded flocLs penn’d in then wattled cotes, 

Oi sound of past’ial leed with oaten stop , 

Oi whistle from the lodge, oi villige cock 
Count the night watches to his leatheiy cl lines, 
’Twoiild be some solace yet, some little checiin^ 

In this c1o‘='C dungeon of mnuincioii bons:,}is 
But 0 that hapless viigin, our lost bistei 
Where in ly she wander now, Avhithei bet ike hei 
From tlic cliill dew, among iiide burs and tl i tics? 
Pei haps some cold bank is hei bolster now 
Or g iinst the luggcd baik of some Inoad elm 
Lc ms hoi iinpillow’d head, fraught vith s'^d leu 
What, if in wild amazement, and affiight, 

Oi, while we speak, within the diiefiil giasp 
Of savage imngei, oi of savage heat? 

1 Bi Peace, Bioihci, bo not ovci exquisite 
To cast tlie fashion of nncert iin evils , 

For gi ant they he so, while they rest uni nown, 
What need a man forestall lus date of gnef 
And lun to mtet what he would most a\oid^ 

Oi if they bo but false alaims of fear, 

How bitter is such self del a ion ’ 

I do not think my Sister so to seek, 

Oi so unprincipled in viitne’s boal , 

And the sweet peace that goodness bosoms ever, 

As that the single want of light and iioiso 
(Not being m dangei, as I trust she is not) 

Could stir the constant mood of hoi calm thoughts, 
And put them into misbecoming plight 


1 Our Ti eater or I Beat stai 
Caliato the- daughter of Lycaou king, 
of Arcadia a\ a*? cnang,td mto the Gi eater 
Bear called also Helice and her son 
Areas into the Lesser, called also Cyno 


sin a fPCG p by observing of rvhich 
the Tviians S-ud Sidomans stceicd their 
couise as the Giocian i aimers did by 
the other — Nb-wton 
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Yut-ae could see to do wliat viitno would 
By lier own radiant light, thongli sun and moo4 
Wei e in the Hat sea sunk And Wisdom’s self 
Oft seeks to sweet retm d solitude, 

Wheie with her best nurse Contemplation 
She jDlumes hei feathers, and lets grow hci wings, 
That in the vanous bustle of resort 
Weie all to ruffled, and sometimes impan’d 
He that has light within his own cleai bicasi, 
May sit i’ th’ centre, and en]oy bii^ht day 
But he that hides a dark soul, and foul thoughts, 
Benighted walks under the mid day sun , 

Himself IS his own dungeon 
2 Bb ’Tis most tine. 

That musing meditation most affects 

The pnisne scciecy of deseitcoll 

Far from the cheeiful hannt of men and heids, 

And sits as safe as in a senate house , 

For who would rob a hermit of his n ceds, 

His few books, or his beads, oi ni'^plo dish, 

Oi do his gray hairs any violence? 

But beauty, like tlie fan Hcspciian tree 
Laden with blooming gold, had need the guaid 
Of dragon watch with unenchanted eye, 

To save hei blossoms, and defend hei fiiiit 
From the rash hand of bold incontinence 
You may as well spre id out the un^sunn’d heaps 
Of miser s tieasuie by an outlaw s den. 

And tell me it is safe, as bid me hope 
Danger will wjmk on oppoitnnity. 

And let a single heli3leBs m udeii pas^ 

Uninjured m this wild suiroundmg waste 
Of night, 01 loneliness, it lecks me not, 

I fear the diead events that dog them both. 

Lest some dl greeting touch attempt the person 
Of our unowned Sistci 
1 Bb f do not, Biothei, 

Infer, as if I thought my Sistei s state 
Secuie without all doubt, oi contio\eisy. 

Yet where an equal poise of hope and fear 



£2 


C03IUS 


Does arbitrate tbe event, my nature is 
That I incline to hope, lather than feai. 

And gladly banish squint suspicion 
My Sister is not so dcftiiccless left, 

As you imagine, she has a hidden ^tiength 
‘Winch you rcmembei not 

2 Jin ’VVhit hidden stieiigth. 

Unless tlie strength of lie i\ n, if yon mean th it ^ 

1 J 3 r I mean that too but }ct a Inddi^n stun_rt\ 
WLicli, if Ilcav n gne it, in ly bt Iciiu d hti own , 

’Tis fli istity, my Ihothci ch isiiiy 

felu that has tli it is cl id in conijdcte steel, 

And hie a epiivci d ]Sryni])h with niious 1 ecu 
]\fay tiace huge foiests and unliaiboui d he iths, 
Infamous lulls and s indy peiilous wilds 
Whcie thiough the sicicd i lys of chastity, 

No savige ficieo, hindit, oi mount imcci 
Will elaie to ^oilhei \iigin 2uiiity 
Yea thcic, wlieie Miy ehsoldiou dudls, 

13 y giots Olid c ivci us sh with hcTiud shades, 

She ni ly jiiss on with unlihuehd iii ijcsd 
Be it not doiit m piide oi in 2)i< suin2>tiun 
Som^ say no evil thing tint will s b;y ni^ht, 

In fog, 01 hie hy Id e oi mooiish fen, 

Blue meagie lug ei stiibhoin unlaid gho>t, 

That hiealvS his m igie ch iins at cuifcw timi, 

No goblin 01 s \ait f leiy of the mme 
Ilatii nuitfiil 2)0wei oertiin viiginit} 

IIo ye hcheve me yet oi shxll 1 c ill 
Antiquity lioni the oid schools of Cacccc 
'^ 1 \) testify the u ms of chastity ® 

Hence had th huiitiess Dian hci die id bow , 

Ban sihcL shifted queen toi evci chaste 

Whcie with slm timed the bunded hones 

And SI lotted mount im pud, but set it nought 

TIic liivolous bolt of Cu2)id, Gods and men 

Ueai d hei stem fiown, and she was queen o th’ woods 

What was that snaly headed Goigon shield, 

That wise Minerva woie, unconquei d virgin, 
Wherewith she free^sed her foes to congeal’d stone. 
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Blit rigid looks of ckaste austcnty, 

And nobk giicc that dish d hiute violciico 
"W itli sudden adoiation and blank awe ? 

So deal to heav n is saintly chastity 
That when a soul is found sincerely so, 

A thousand livened angels lacky her, 

Diivmg far off each thing of sin and guilt, 

And 11 deal dieam, and solemn vision, 

Tell her of things that no gross eai can lieai, 

Till oft conveise with heav nly habit ints 
Begin to cast a beam on the outwaid shape, 

The unpolluted temple of the mind. 

And turns it by degrees to the soul s essence, 

Till all be made immortal but ^\hcn Inst, 

By unch istc looks, loose gcstuics, mid foul t ill , 

But most by lewd mid Iwish act of sin. 

Lets in defilement to the inwaid paits, 

Ihe soul glows < lotted by contagion, 

Imbodies, and imbiutes, till she quite loso 
The divine propeity of her lust being 
Sueh aie those thid and gloomy hadows clamp 
Oft seen m eh irnc 1 vaults, and sopuh hic s, 

Liingoiing and sitting by a new made gi uc. 

As loth to leave the body that it ]o\cd 
And link’d itself by cmn il sensuality 
To a dcgenerite ind degiadcd sf ite 

2 Ba How chaimiug is divine 2 >hilosophy ^ 

Hot harsh, and ciabbcd as dull foolc siqq^ose, 

But musical, as is Ajiollo s lute 

And a iierjictual feast of ncctai d sweets. 

Where no erude surfeit reigns 

1 B List, list, I hcai 

Some fir off halloo bieak the silent air 

2 B Metiiought so too what should it be ? 

1 B Foi c<jifcain 

Either some one like us night foundei d heie, 

Or else some neighbour woodman, oi at woist, 

Some loving robber calling to his fellows 

2 B Heav’n keej^ my Sister Again, again, and ncai , 
Best draw, and stand upon oui guaid 
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IB ril halloo, 

If he he fiiendly, he come *5 well , if not, 

Defence is a good cause, and Heiv’ii be for us 

nntcr the attendant Spmt habited like a shepheid 

That halloo I bhould hnow, what are you ? speah , 

Come not too ncai, you fall on iron stakes else 

Spjr What voice is that P my young Lord P speak ngxin 
2 B O hi other, ’tis my fathei s shepheid, sure 
1 B Thyisis? Whose aitful stiains have oft df*Ly d 
The huddling brook to hoar his inadngil * 

And sweeten d evciy mtiskioso of the dale 
How earnest thou licio, good swam ? h ith any lam 
iSlipt liom the fold or young 1 id lost his dam, 

Or fotiaggling wetlici the pent flock forsook? 

How could st thou find tins dail sequester d no d ? 

Sim O iny lo\cd mistci’s heir, xnd Ins next joy, 

I came not hcic on such a tiiviil toy 
As a stray d c wc, oi to pin sue the stealth 
Of pilfering volt, not all the fkccy wealth 
That doth eiiiich those dowiio is woitli i thought 
To tins my iii xnd and the caio it Inun^ht 
But, O my \ngm Ladj^ whtic is slit ^ 

How diaiico she is not in -^0111 conq->in} ^ 

1 Bh lo toll tlioe sidb ^ bhcphcul without ^11110, 

Oi our negkot, wo lost hei a wc c nno 

Srm Ayo me uiih ippy ' then my ft ns aie tiue 
1 Bii What fears, good ThjrsisP Piitlico biicHy Jiow 
Siiiv I’ll toll ye, tis not \din 01 fxbulous, 

Though so ostceiii’d by shallow ignoiaiicc, 

What tlio sage poets, taught by the heav’nly Muse, 

Stoned of old, m high mimoital \eiso 
Of due ohimoras, and enchanted islos. 

And rifted rooks whoso entrance leads to Htil , 

Dor such tlicio be, but unbolief is blind 
Within the navel of this hidoou w ood 
Imi lurcd m cypxess sh ides a sorceier dwells, 

Of BaccMis and of Ciicc born, gieat Conius 


1 A complimoiit to L iwos 


3 Sobci ly, cnously — ■NTc; to 
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Deep sLiird in all his ji^other’s witcheries. 

And here to every thiisty wanderet 

sly enticement gives his baneful cilp, 

With many mnrmnrs mix d, whose x^easing poison 
The visage quite transfoims of him that clnnhs. 

And the ingloiious hheness of a beast 

Fixes instead, iinmouldmg reason’s mintage 

Chai icter d m the face this I have leant t 

Tending my flocks haid by i’ tV hilly crofts 

That brow tins bottom glade, whence, night by night, 

He and his mohstions loiit arc heard to howl, 

Lake stabled wolves, or tigers at their prey, 

Doing ablioricd iites to Hec ito 

In tlicir obscnied h lunts of inmost bowers 

Yet hi\e they many hait^, and guileful s^iells. 

To in\ eigle and in% lie the imwaiy sense 
Ot them that x> iss unweeting by the wny 
This cv ning late, by then the chewing flocks 
Had ta’cn then suppci on the sivoniy heib 
Of knot grass dew bespient, a id vcie m fold, 

I s^t me down to watch uxion a ban! j 
With i\y canoxned, and mtciwove 
With fl iu 11 ting hone}' suckle, and began, 

Wrajit in a X)le ising fit of melancholy, 

To meditate my lui il mmstielsy. 

Till fancy h id hci fill, but ere a close. 

The wonted loai u is nji amidst the woods 
And fill d the an -with bnbaious dissou ince. 

At which I ceased, and listen’d them a while, 

Till an nnusnal sto]} of sudden silence 
Gave resxDite to the diowsy flighted steeds. 

That diaw the litter of close cm tam’d sleep. 

At last a soft and solemn bieathing sound 
Hose like a steam of iich distill’d pei fumes 
And stoD upon the an, that even Silence 
Was took eie she was ware, and wish’d she might 
Deny her nature, and be never more, 

Still to be so displaced I was all ear, 

And took m strains that might create a soul 
Uuder the nbs of death but O eie lon^ 
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Too well I did perceive it was tlie voice 
Of my most honoiir d Lady, ^oui dear Sister 
Amazed I stood, harrow d with gnef and fear. 

And O poor hapless nightingale thought T 
How sweet thou sing’st, how near the deadly snaic ! 
Then down the lawns I lan with headlong haste. 
Through paths and turnings often trod by day, 

Till guided by mine car I found the place. 

Where that dimn’d wisard, hid in sly dihgnise, 

(For so by ceitaiii signs I knew) had met 
Already, ere my host speed could prevent. 

The aidless innocent Lady his wish d piC}, 

Who gently ask d if he had seen such two, 

Supposing him some ncighboui vill igei 
Longei I dmst not slay, hnt soon I guess d 
Ye weio the two she meant, with that I spiung 
Into swift flight fill I had found } ou heic, 

But furthoi know 1 not 

2 Br 0 night and shndos, 

TTow aic yo pin d with IIcll in tuple 1 1 ot 
Against the unaim’d wcil nos of one viigin. 

Alone and heljdcss ^ Is this the confidence 
You gave me Brotliei ? 

1 Br Yes, and 1 cep it still, 

Lc in o 1 it s ifely not a poi lod 

Shall bo unsaid for me against the tlueats 

Of malice or of soic( i y or that pow ( i 

Which Cl ring men call Chance, tli 1 hold fiirr, 

Viitne may be assail d, but neve hurt 

Surpiiscd by unjust foicc, but not cntluall d , 

Yea e\en that whieh mischief meant mo t liaini, 
Shall in the happy tnal plo^c mo t gloiy 
But c\il on itself shall hick ucoil. 

And mix no moie with goodness when at last 
Gathei’d like scum, and settled to itscT, 

It shall be in eternal restless change 
Self fed, and self consumed if this f ul, 

The pillar’d fiimainent is lottenness 

And earth’s base built on stubble But come, let’u on 

Against the opposing will ind aim of heaven 
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May nevei tliis just swoid be lifted up, 

But foi that d imn’d magiciin, let him be girt 
With all the grisly legions that troop 
Under the sooty flag of Achcion, 

Ilaipies and H}dras, oi all the nionstious foims 
T^Mxt Afiica and Ind, 111 find him out 
And lorce him to ictuin his purchase biclv, 

\)i diag him by the cm Is to a foul dc ith, 

^lu ed as his lile 

Spill Alas ’ good vent lous } outh, 

I love thy courage yet, and bold cniprno , 

But here thy svoid can do thee little stcid, 

Uai other arms and other weapons mu^t 
Be those that qudl the might ot htlhsh cli nms 
He with his baic wand ( in unthu id thy }o j t^, 

And ciuinblc all thy sinews 

1 Bii Wh-y piitheo Shepheid 
How duist thou then thysclt appioach so ncai, 

As to make this i elation 

Si IK Caie and utmost shifts 
How to secure the Lady fiom suipiisal, 

Bi ought to my mind a certain sin pin id 1 id, 

Of small legal d to see to, 3 /(t well skill d 
In evciy \iituons plant and healin^, h^ib, 
fihat spieads her \crdint leaf to the morning ra} 

He loved me well and oft ’s\ould beg me sing 
Which when I did, he on the tendei gi ass 
Would sit and heaikeii e’en to ecst 
And m reqnitil ope his leathern sciip, 

And show me simples of a thoiis ind names, 

Telling their strange and vigorous faculties 
Amongst the lest a small unsightly loot, 

But of divine effect, he cull d me out , 

The leaf was darkish, and had priel les on it, 

But in anoth^Sr country, is he said, 

Bore a bright golden flower, but not m this so I 
Unknown, and like esteem d, and the dull swmii 
Treads on it daily with his clouted ' shoon 

* Clout«i arc thin and narrow plates of iron aflived with hobn ills to tho shoes of 
rustics ~ T WARroN 
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And yet more medicinal 13 it ihan that nioly 
That Hermes once to wise Ulysses gave , 

Ho call’d it hoomony, and gave it me, 

And bad me keep it as of sovereign use 
’Gainst all end antments, mildew, blasts 01 dan p, 

Oi ghastly fuiies’ apparition 
I pursed it up, but little leck’ning mndc, 

Till now that this extremity compell d 
But now I find it true , for by this mcang 
E know the foul cnchantei though disgi iscd, 

LnUi’d the very lime twigs of his spells 
And yet came ofi if you have tins aboi t 3'OU, 

(As I will give you when we go) you may 
Boldly assiult the ncciomancer s hall , 

Where if he bo with dauntless hardihood, 

And blandish’d blade iiish on him, bieak his gl iss. 

And shed the luscious liquor on the giound 
But soi/e his u iiid , though ho and his ciusod cic^/ 

UiCK e sign of b ittlo m ike, and menace high, 

Oi like the sons of Vulcan vomit smol 0 
Yet will they soon ret 11 e, if he but shiink 
1 Bn Th^isis, lead on apace, 1 11 follow thee, 

And some good Angel bcai a shield befoic us 

Tbo Scono ebanges to a stately pal vcc set out witb all mannei of dolicionsncss s( I’t 
imisie tiblcs spread with all duntics Cnuus ippcais v»iih lus i ihhh lud tl o 
Lady set in an ouchanted chair to whom he oifeis hxs £,U s which sho puts by 
and goes about 1 isc 

Com Hay, Lady, sit , if I but v avo this wand, 

Youi nerves are all chain’d np m ilabaster, 

And you a statue, 01 as Daphne was 
Boot bound, that fled Apollo 
Lad Fool, do not boast. 

Thou canst not touch the fieedom of my mind 
With all thy chaims, although th s corpoial iind 
Thou hast immanacled, while Heaven secs good 
Com Why aic you vext, Lady? why do you fio\ n ? 

Heie dwell no fiowiis, nor angci , from these gates 
Sorrotv flies far See, here be all the pleasures 
That fancy can beget on youthful thoughts, 

Wheivthe fresh blood grows hvely, and let^ ”03 
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BrisV as tlie Apiil buds in primiose season 
And fiist bell old this coi dial julep licit, 

That flames, and dances in Ins ciystal bounds, 

With spirits of balm, and fiagrint sy^aps mix d 
ISTot that Kepenthes,' which the wife of Thone 
In Egypt gave to Jove born Helena, 

Is of such power to stii uji ]oy as this, 

To life so friendly, or so cool to thii st 
Why shonld you bo so ciuel to youistP, 

And to those dainty limbs which Nature lent 
Eoi gentle usage, and soft dclic ify ? 

Blit you inveit the covenants of hci t usi. 

And h 11 silly deal, like in ill boiiow( i 
With that whieh you received on otl cr Itinis, 
hcoimng the unexempt condition 
By which all moital fiailiy must sul) i 1 , 
Befieshment aftei toil, case aftci piiii, * 

That have been tired all diy withoiil it past, 

And timely lest have wanUd, but, lau Viigin, 

This will lestore all soon 

Lat) ’Twill not, fil o tiaiioi, 

’Twill not icstoie the tiuth md honesty 
That thou h ist banish’d Irorn thy tongue v ili lies 
Was this the Cottage and the safe abode 
Thou toldst me of r* Whit giirn aspects iie these, 
These ugly headed monsters P Meicy guaid nic ’ 
Hence with thy blew d enchantments, foul ditcuei , 
Hast thou beti ly’d my ciedulous innocence 
With vi^oi d. falsehood and base foigery P 
And would’st thou seek again to tia^) mo heic 
With liquoiish baits fit to cnsnaie a biuto? 

Were it a draught for Juno when she banquets, 

I would n<?t taste thy treasonous ofler , none 
But such as aie good men can give good things. 
And that which is not good, is not delicious 
To a well govern d and wise appetite 


&C 0 Pope s. Odyncy, IV 301 Piob opium 
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Com 0 foolishness of men * that lend then oars 
To those budge' doctors of the Stoic fur, 

And fetch then piccepts from the Ojnic tub, 

Praising the lean and sallow Abstinence 
Wherefore did Nature pour her bounties foitb, 

With such a full and unwithdr awing hand 
Covering the earth with odours, finite, and flochs. 
Thronging the seas nith spawn inniimeralde 
But all to please, and sate the curious ta tc^ 

And set to work milliona of sjnnni ig woims, 

That in their gfecn shops weave the smooth liiir d silk 

To deck her sons , and that no coiiiei might 

Be vacant of her jilentj, in hei own loins 

She hutch d* the all woishii)p d ou, and piccious gems, 

To store her childien with it ill the woild 
Should in a pet of temp ranee feed on pulse 
Bunk the clear stream, and nothing wf ir but fiieze 
The All givei would he unthank d would lx uni r used, 

Not half his iiches known, and >ct despised 
And we should seiwe him as i giudgmg rnastci, 

As a penurious niggard of his wc ilLh 
And live like Natuic s bastaids not liei sons, 

Who would he quite surcliiigcd with her own weight, 

And strangled with her waste fertility , 

Th’ eaith cumber d, and the wing d air dirl d with plumes, 
Tb« Herds would ovei multitude their loids, 

'^Ihe seao eifriughi would swell, and th unsought dumonds 

Wot Id so enihlazo the foreheael of the deep 

And so bestud with stirs, that thev below 

Wou d glow mured to light md come it last 

To ga/e upon the sun with shiraeless hiows 

List Lady bo not coy, and be not i o cii d 

With tint same vaunted name Yirgiiut} 

Beiuty IS Naiuie s com, must not be honrded 
But must be cm rent, and the good thereof 
Coijsists in mutu il md partal en bliss, 

Unsavoury in th’ enjoyment of itself, 


1 Biid< 2 ro ifl hmb ^ fur formerly an ornament of scliolastic habits 
* Hoarded 
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If you let slip tune, like a neglected rose 
It withers on the stalk with languish d head 
Beauty is Nature’s hiag, and must be shown 
In courts, at feasts, and high solemnities, 

Wherf* most may wondti at the workmanship , 

It is for homely features to keei> home, 

They h id their name thence , coaise complexions. 
And cheeks of oOiry gram, will seive to ply 
The sampler, and to tease the huswife s wool 
What need a vermeil tinctuied li]3 for that, 

Love darting eye^, or ti esses like the morn ? 

Thcie was anotliei meaning in these gifts. 

Think what, and be advibed you are but young yet 
L\i) I had not thought to have nnloekt my bps 
In thu un hallow d an, but that this ]ugg]er 
Would think to ch iim my judgment as mine e^es, 
Obtiudmg false rules pi ml d in icason s gaib 
I hato w hen \ ice can bolt hci ai gnments, 

And vntue has no tongue to cheek hei ])ridc 
Imiiostoi do not cliaige most innocent JST ituio, 

As if she would her eliildren should lie riotous 
With hci abnnd nice , she good catei css. 

Means her i lo vision only to the good. 

That hve accoidnig to her sober laws. 

And holy diitatc of spaie temperance 
If every just man, that now pines with want. 

Had but a moderate and beseeming sliaie 
Of that which lewdly pam^icr d luxury 
Now helps upon some few with vast exces-s, 

Natuie fa full blessings would be well dispensed 
In unsupeifluous even pioportion. 

And she no whit incumbei d with her store , 

And then the giver would be better thank d, 

Ills pi aise t|ue paid , for swinish gluttony 

Ne’er looks lo heav n amidst his gorgeous feast, 

But with besotted base ingratitude 

Crams and blasphemes his feeder Shall I go o i ? 

Or have I said enough? To him that dai es 

Arm his profane torgue with contemptuous woicls 

Agamst the sun clad powei of Chastity, 
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Fam would I sometlimg say, yet to what end ? 

Thou hast noi eai, uoi soul to apprehei d 
The sublimo notion, and high mystery , 

That must be uttu’d to unfold the sago 
And serious doctrine of Virginity, 

And thou art worthy that thou should&t not know 
IVIore Inpiuness than thi=' thy piesent lot 
Liijoy yom dcai wit, and giy ihetonc. 

That hath so well been t night hei dazzling fc i e, 
Thou ait not lit to hear thyself convinced. 

Yet should 1 tiy, the uncon ti oiled woith 
Of tins jiure cause would kindle my rapt pii ts 
'I o such a damo of sacred vehemence, 

That dumb things would be moved to symj^athize, 

And the biuio e irtli would lend her neives, and shake, 
Cfill all thy magic stiuctuics icar d so high, 

Were shattei’d into heaps o er thy false head 
Cow fehe fihles not, I feel that I do It ir 
Hei woids set off by some supciior po\\ei 
And though not moital, >et a cold shudd iing dew 
Dips me all o ei, as when the wriih of Jove 
Speaks ihundti, and the chains of Lrebus, 

To some of S ituin s crew I must dissemble. 

And tiy hei yet moie stioiiglv Come, no moie. 

This IS mere moi il babble, and diicct 
Against the cinoii laws of our foundation, 

I must not snftei this, >et ’tis but the lees 
And setthiigs of a melancholy blood 
But this Avill cure all straight, one sip of this 
AVill bathe the diooi>ing siurits in delight, 

Beyond the bliss ot dicams Be wioC, and taste — 


Brotheis nisb in \tith swords drwn wic«5t 1 n f lass out of his liand a id bre ik 
it agunst the f, ound his rant nnl o Mgn of icsi&tance but aie all duvou ii 
1 ho attend int bpii it comes m 


Srm What, have you let the false enchautci ’scape P 
0 yo mistook, ye should have snatch’d Ins wand, 

And bound him fast , without his rod revei ed, 

And backward mutters of dissevering power, 

We cannot free the Lady that sits here 
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In stony fetteis fix’d, and motionless 

Yet stay, be not disturb’d now I bethink me, 

Some other means I ha\e which may be used, 

Yfliich once of Mchboeus old I learnt, 

The soothest shepherd that e’er piped on i Idiiis 
Theie is *i gentle nymph iio^ fai fiom luncf, 

^Iliat with moist curb swa3s the smooth Scvein stxea 
Sabrina is her name, a viigin pure, 

Whilome she ivas tbe diiightei of Loci mo, 

That had the sceptic fiom his faihu Biute 
She, guiltless damsel, flying the mad ]> ii uit 
Of her eniag^d stepdame Guendolen, 

Comm ended hci fair iiniOLeiicc to the flood, 

That stay’d her flight with liis cios flowing (Oiiisi 
The watei nymj^hs that in the bottiim pliy d, 

Held up then pe ailed wrist:,, and tool hci m, 

Bcaiing her etiaight to aged ISTercus’ li ul, 

Who iJiteous of her woes, lear d her lanh head, 

And gave her to his daughters to imb lihc 
111 noctai d laveis stiow d with asphodel, 

And thiough the porch and inlet of each sen o 
Diopp d in ambrosial oils till she revived, 

And undeiwent a quick iiniuoitil change, 

Mide Goddess of the nvei still she retains 
ITei maiden gentleness, and oft at c\ o 
Visits the heids ilong the twilight meadows. 

Helping all urchin blasts, and ill luck signs 
That the shiewd meddling elf delights to mal o, 
Which she with jirecious vial’d liquois heals 
For which the shepherds at their festivals 
Caiol hei goodness loud m rustic lays, 

And throw sweet garland wieaths into hei ^acam 
Of pansies, pinks, and gaudy daffodils 
And, as tha^old swain said, she can unlock 
The clasping chaim, and thaw the numbing spell, 

If she be right invoked m w arbled song, 

For maidenhood she loves, and will be swift 
To aid a virgm, such as was herself, 

In hard besetting need , this will I try. 

And add the power of some adjuring veiso 
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So^o 

Sabrina fair, 

Listen wlieie thou art sitting 
Under the glassy, cool, translucent wave, 

In twisted bi aids of lilies knitting 
The loose tram of thy ambci diopp ng hiir, 
Listen for deai honoui s sake, 

Goddess of the silvci lake, 

Lihlcn and sa^ e 
Listen and appear to us 
In name of gi eat Occanu'?, 

By the eaiih shal mg Ne])tiiiic’s mace, 

And Tethys ^ gia\o majestic 2>ac(, 

By hoaiy Kerens nrinklcd loot 
And the Caijjathian wisard’s hook, 

By scaly 'I'liton winding shell, 

And old sooths lying Gl incus’ spell, 

By Lcucothca s lovely hands. 

And 1 er son that rules the sti aids,® 

By Ilietis ^ tins( 1 shjipci d feet, 

And the songs of feiiens swc( t 
By d( ad 1 ’arthenope’s de ii tomb, 

And fan Ligea s golden comb 
Wherewith she sits on diamond locks, 
Sleeking hci soft allniing lock 
By all the nymjihs that nightly d iricc 
Upon thy strt ims with wily gl inco, 

Itisc use, and lica\c thy losy head 
Uiom thy cor il jiavcii btd. 

And biidlo m thy headlong va\e, 

Till thon our summons answei d lia\ c 

Listen iiidsnsc 


1 The wife of Ocean us 
Iroteus wlio had i cave in Cii 
)iUiU8 an island of the Mcditeii mean 
lo \vas a wisHii i a pr )phot md 
tunes ehoijhcrd and thciefoic held a 
Cl ook 

3 ^eptunes trumpetci 
* Glauciis an excellent divei was 
made a sea f?od Ho was a prophet 
and is said to have taught Apollo to 
prophesy 

Leucothea i e the white goddess 


She was Ino -who fljing f ( ni ]ici in 1 1 
Imshatid Athainas cwsthci cJf ml h r 
child into tho sea Neptune t Ihu i 
tieityof Veims changed hot 1i ml > sei 
deities and ga\ e her the new n une of 
Leuoothea 

® PUspmon tho infant in hci uma 
a\hen she <?pi n ^ into the e ; 

7 \ sea Koddcbs called hj Ilomcr 
S/ If) to >i <t 

« iaithcnoi>e and Ligca we e two of 
the Syrens 
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S ibnna nses, attended by water nympbe, and singe 

By the rushy fringed banL, 

Where grows the willow and the osier dank. 
My sliding chariot stays 
Thick set with agate, and the azure sheen 
Of turkis blue, and emerald green, 

1 hat in the channel strays , 

Whilst from off the waters fleet. 

Thus I set my prmiless feet 

0 tr the co’wslip s velvet head. 

That bends not as I tiead. 

Gentle Swain, at thy lequest 
I am here 
Si Goddess deai, 

Wc imploie tliy pow rful hand 
T o undo the charmed b ind 
Ot true virgin here distu st, 
d h rough the force, and through the wilo 
Ot unblcst encliantei vile 

SArii Shepherd, Tis my office best 
To help msiiaied chastity 
Brightest Lady look on me , 

'llius I sjirinkle on thy bieast 
Diops til it fiom my fountain pure 

1 liave kept of precious cure. 

Till ice upon thy finger s tiji. 

Thrice upon thy lubied lip, 
iN’ext this marble venom’d seat, 

Sraeai d witli gums of glutinous heat, 

I touch with chaste pnlms moist and cold 
IMow the sj)cll hath lost his hold , 

And I must haste ere moimng hour 
To wait m Amphitritc’s bowei 

S ibrina dlsccnds and the Lady rises out of her fleot 

Sp Yirgm, daughter of Loenne 
Sprung of old Anchises’ Ime,^ 


1 loeiii e was the son of Bratus tne great grandson of Eneas 

F 


C6 
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M ly tliy bummed waves for tins 
^J'liur full tubiite 110 vu miss 
b lom a thousand petty rills, 

Tint tnmUe down the snowy hills 
Summer dioutli, or singed an 
Nevci scoicli thy trt^scs f iii, 

Nor wet Oetohor s torrent flood 
Thy molten crystal till with mud , 

May tliy billows roll ashoie 
The beryl, and the golden oi c , 

May thy lofty head be ciown <I 
With msny a towh md brrice round. 

And luie uul Iheit thy bniks upon 
With gioies of ni-viih lud (inn imon 

Como, 1 j ul\ ^\hl](: Jft iv’ii lends u^i grace, 

Let us lly tins cinsid ])1 ice. 

Lest th( soiccKi us eiitKO 
With some olhci new d( vice 
Not i waste, 01 needless sound, 

Till ne (ome to holie 1 gioiind, 

I sh ill bo voui i iithful guide 
Thiough till" gloomy cove it wide, 

And not ni iny tin longs thence 
Is -^oui Fither s lesidtnce 
Wluie this iii^ht aie nut 111 state 
Mmy a tiund to giatulate 
Ills nisli’d piese^iici, and bc&ido 
All the Bwiins that theio abide. 

With ]igfe, and imal dance le on , 

We shall catch them at then spoit, 

And oiir sudden coming tlieic 
Will double all tlicir iniith and cheer , 

Conn. l(t ns haste, the stars giowlugh, 

But night felts monarch yet m the mid shy 

The S eno cbanfecs pu cntine^ T uellow town and the Presnlonts castle then come 
m tountry dmeous iftcx them th ittuKlaut fepuit with the wo Brothers and 
the Ltd;y 

iSo\r 

Sr Bich, She pin ids bach, enough yon 1 pliy, 
dhll nest sunshine holiday , 
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Here be without duck or nod 
Other tnppings to be trod 
Of lightei toes and such court guise 
As ]\Ieicury did fiist dcvis(, 

With the mincing Bryadc^, 

On the lawns, and on the leas 

Tills second Song pre'^onls thorn to tlioir F ithci nd ’'loll 1 1 

ISToble Lord, and Lady bright, 

I have brought ye new delight, 

Heie behold so goodly gioivii 
Thiee fair branches of youi o^n, 

Ileat n hath timely tiicd then } oiitli, 

Then 1 nth, their patience aiidlhui liuth, 
And sent thuii heie tliiough Laid issa} s 
With a Clown ol di itlilcss pnisc 
To tiiumiih in victoiioiis dance 
O er sensual folly, and intenipci nice 

The dai cos ended the iiit cpilOoUises 

Sp To the ocean now I fly, 

And those happy climes th it lit 
Where day nevet shuts his eye, 

Uj) 111 the bro id fields of the sty 
Hiere I suck the liquid iii 
All amidst the gaidens fan 
Of IIes2ierus, and his daughteis time 
Th it sing about the golden iitt ^ 

Along the ens^^ed shades and bowei s 
Bevels the sj^ruce and jocund SiuiiK 
The Graces, and the losy bosom d Hour'', 
Thithei all then bounties bring , 

There eternal Summer dwells, 

And^west winds, with mushy wing, 

About the cedam alleys fling 
Hard and cassia’s balmy smells 


* The daughters of Hespeius the brother of Atlas had giiden'* oi oi chords 
which produced apples of gold 
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Ins there with humid bow 
Waters the odorous banks, that blow 
Flowers of more mingled hue 
Than hei pm fled scarf can show, 

And drenches with Elysian dew 
(List mortals, if your cais be true) 

B^ds of hyacinth and loses, 

"Where young Adonis oft reposes. 
Waxing well of his deep wound 
In slumber soft, iiid on tlu ground 
8 idly sits th A ssynan quec n , ^ 

But ill above in sj^angled sheen 
( eksi] il Cnind hci lamed son advanced 
Holds his deir Psyche sweet mtranced, 
Abel her wand iing labours long 
lill lue consent the Gods among 
M il 0 lui his eternal biidt, 

And fi om her fair unspotti d side 
Two blissful twins are to be bom, 

Youth and Joy, so Jove hath sworn 
But now my task is smoothly done, 

I can 11) , 01 I can inn 
Quickly to the green earth s end, 

Wheie the how’d welkin slow doth bend, 
And from thence can soar as soon 
lo the comers of the moon 
Moitals, that Avould follow me, 

Love Virtue, she alone is fiee. 

She c in teach ye how to climb 
Highei th in the sphery chime 
Oi if Virtue feeble were, 

Hi iv’n itself would stoop to her 


2 ^clus BO tauea tecwi o aao was woisluppcd by the Assvriaixs See Ovn> 
MU lY 0 0 
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In thia Monody tho autlior bewiila a Icirnei fnond * unfortunately drowned in liis 
passage from Chester on tho Irish soas 10 h xnd by occasion foretells the rum of 
our corrupted clergy then m tlicir height 


Ylt once more, O yo linrels, and once moio 
Ye myrtles biown, with ivy never seie, 

I come to pluck your hemes liaibh and crude, 
And with forced fin<Tris ludc, 

Shattci your leaves before the mellowing }ear 
Bittei constiaint irid sad oreisiou dcir 
Compels me to distuib youi seasen due 
For Lveidis is dt id dead ere his ])iiinc, 

Young Lyeidis and hath not left liis pcci 
Who would not sing for Lycidis lie 1 new 
Himself to sing lud build the lofty ih}nie 
He must not Po it upon his w ateiy bici 
Unwept, and weltei to the parelung wind 
Without the nued of some melodious tear 
Begin then Sisttib of the sacied well, 

That fiom beneath the scat of Jove doth s| lmf^ 
Begin, ind some whit loudly sweep the stiin^ 
Hence with denial e iin and coy excuse. 

So may some gentle Muse 

With lucky woids f i\oui my destine el uin, 

And as he passe-> tiiiii, 

And bid fan peace be to my sable shioud 
Foi we weie nursed upon the self sinie hill 
Fed the same flock by fountain, shade and ud 
Togethei both, ere the high lawns ippear d 
Under^the opening cyd d of th^ mom ^ 


' Edward King tlio fuend of Milton 
whose eaily death is be wauled in this 
poem was the son of Sir John King 
Secretary for Ireland under Ehrabetb 
James I and Chat lea I On his voyago 
to Ireland to visit his family his sh p 
struck on a rock on the English coist 
and he perished in the sea Ho was 


distinguished for his i)iciy and talents 
and w IS i fellow of Christ Church Cum 
bridge 

2 King was at Cambridge with Milton 

3 Rce marginal reading of Neither 
let it see the dawning of the day. Job 
iii 9 
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We drove a field, and both together heard 
What tunc the giay % winds her sultry hoin,^ 

B itt’inng our flocks with the fresh dews of night, 

Oft till the star that lose, at evenmer bright, 

Tow lid hoav n’s descent had sloped his west iing wheel 
Meanwhile the i ural ditties were nob mute, 

Tem])cr d to the oaten flute, 

Bough Satyrs danced, and Fauns with clo'ven heel 
From the glad sound would not be ib^ent long 
And old Bainatis^ loved to hear our song 
But 0 tlu luaiy ch ingo, now thou art gone, 

Now thou ait gone ind ne\ei must letuin ’ 

Th( 0, fehc])herd, thee the woods and desert caves 
With wild thyme and tlu gadding vine o eigio\/n, 

And all then eehocs inonin 

The willows, ind the h i/el copses green, 

Sh dl now no inoie be seen, 

h innng tlieii -joyous lta\cs to tliy soft liys 

As 1 ill ill as the e ml ( i to the lo t 

Oi taint w 01 111 lo tl 0 wemling heids tint gia/o, 

( 3 i fio^t to flow is th it then g ly waidiobe we ii. 

When hist the w hite thoi n blow >> , 

Such Lyeid is, tby loss to sliepbeul s ear 

Whcic weie >e, N^mplis, when the remoiseless deep 
Closed 0 ei the he id of }oui loicd Lycidis? 

For neilliei weie ye pi 13 mg on the shep, 

Wluic yoiii old Balds, the famous Druids, iie,^ 

Noi on the shaggy top of Mona high,* 

Noi }et wheie Devi spre ids hei wisaid stieim 
Ay me ’ I fondly diC im * 

H id ye been tlici e, foi wli it could that ha\ e done ? 
What could the ]\riise heiself th it Oipheus boie,® 

The Muse heistlf foi hei ciithantiiig son, 

W’^hom uiiiveisal iiituio did lament, 


1 Iho trumpet flj Its liuni I'i loudest 
at noon 

^ lroba\)lj tbeir tutor Dr Chappol 
s Iho Diuids sopulohros woio it 
Iveng y Druidiou m the laountams of 
Denbighshire 


^ Iho Isle of Aiiglcsca 
® Ihc Deo said bj Spenser to be the 
haunt of magioiana Iheso places were 
til ncai the lush S a where Lycidas 
tmbiikcd for Ireland 
** Calliope w IS the mother of Orpheus, 
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When by the lout that made the hideous roar,^ 

His gory visage down the stieam was sent, 

Down the swift Hfbrus to the Lesbian shore? 

Alas ^ what boots it with ancssant caie 
To tend the homely shghh d ^hcpheld s tiade, 

And stiicily nitdilate the tlnnlJcss Muse ? 

Were it not bettci done as otluis use, 

To si)Oit with Arnai^llis in the Ji id( , 

Or with the tingles of Ne ui i s h ui ? 

Fame is the spui tli it the cleii spiut doth i use 
(That list infiirnity ot nobh imiid) 

To seoin dtheht md Ine lihouo is d 
But the fin gucidon when we ho])C to find, 

And tliinl to hui t o it into sudden hi izc, 

Coim s the blind Fiii} with the d)lioii( d sheais 
And dlls the thin s]niu life But not the pianc,^’ 
1 licebtis icph( d and touch d my ticmhling eais , 

“ I ame is no plant that grow s on moital soil, 

IN^or in the ghst run, foil 

Set off to th woiid imi in hioid lumoui lies, 

But lives md sjne ids iloft by those ^mre lyes, 

And peifect witiitss of ill judging To\e, 

Ab he pronounces labtly on each det d, 

Of so much fame m heiv’n expect thy meed ’’ 

O fountain Arethu&e and thou honour d flood, 
Smooth sliding Miiicms, ^ crowned with vocil leeds, 
Tint btriin I heaid was of a bight i riiood 
But now my oat proceeds, 

And listens lo the hei ild of the sci 
That time in Neiitune’s plex, 

He islv d the waves, and isk d the felon winds, 
What hiid miship hath doom d this gentle swain ? 
And question d every gust of lugged wings 
That I >lows fiom off each beaked promontoiy 
They knew not of his story. 

And sago Hippoiadcs their answer biiiigs,^ 


1 Tlie Bacdiarsii'ins 

2 In Sicily 

8 Nedjllantin 


4 Folus ({ho I ast Wind) was the 
of llippjtacits 
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That not a blast was from his dungeon stray’d, 

The air was calm, and on the level bnne 
Sleek Panope with all her sisters play’d 
It was that fatal and perfidious baik, 

Built ill th’ eclipse, and rigg’d with curses dark, 

That sunk so low that sacred head of thine 
Next Camus,' reveiend sue, went footing slow, 

His mantle hairy, and his bonnet sedge, 

Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 
Like to that sanguine flow’r inscribed with woe ^ 

Ah ’ Who hath nft (quoth he) my dearest jiledge? 

Last came, and 1 ist did go. 

The pilot of the Galilean 1 ike 

Two missy keys he boic of metals twain, ^ 

(The golden opes the iron shuts amain) 

He shook his mitred locks and stein bespake, 

How well could I have spared for thee, young swain, ^ 

Enow of such as for their bellies* sake 
Creep, and intiude, and climb into the fold ^ 

Of other caie they little reckoning make 
Than how to scramble it the she ircr s ft ast, 

And shove away the voithv bidden guest , 

Blind mouths ^ that scarce themselves 1 now how to hold 
A sheep hook, oi have learn ’d aught else the least 
That to the faithful lurdman’s art belongs ’ 

What recks it them ? What need they ? They aie sped , 

And when they list, then lean and flashy songs 
Grate on then scranneP pipes of writched straw, 

The hungry sheeii look up and aie not fed, 

But bwolu with wind, and the rank mist they diaw, 

Hot inwardly, and foul contagion spread, 

Besides what the gum volf with privy paw 
Daily devours apace, and nothing said , 

But that two handed engine at the door 
Stands ready to smite once, and smite no more 

1 The Cam 8 Tlio pilot of the Galilean lake is 

3 The Hyacinth s ipposed to bear tho St Peter 
letters Ai Ai put on it by Apcllo in < King intended to take oiders in tho 
memory of his grief for Hjaemthus Church of England 
See note at p 2 6 ahm lean, meagre — T Wabtov 
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Return, Alpheus, the dread voice is past, 

That shrank thy streams , return, Sicilian Muse, 
And call the vales, and bid them hithei cast 
Their bells, and flow lets of a thousand hues 
Ye valleys low, wheie the mild whispeis use 
Of shades, and wanton winds, and gushing ])iooks, 
On whose fresh lap the swart star spaicly looks 
Throw hither all your quaint enameird eyes 
That on the gieen turf suck the honied showeis, 
And purple all the giound with vernal flowers 
Bring the rathe ])rimiose that forsaken dies, 
he tufted crow toe, and pale jessamine, 

Ihe white pink, and the pansy freak d with jet. 

The glowing violet, 

The musk lost, and the well attiied woodbine, 

With cowslips wan that lung the pensive head, 
And e\ery flower that sad embroidery wears 
Rid amai inthus ill his beauty shed, 

And daffodillies fill then cups with tcais, 

To strow the laureate heirse whcic Lycid lies 
Foi so to Intel pose a little ease 
Let 0111 fi ail thoughts dilly with filse suimise 
Ay me ’ Whiht thte the shoies, and sounding seas 
W ash fai awsy, wheic er th^ bones aie hull d, 
Whether beyond the stoimy Ilebiides, 

Wheie thou jieihaps undci the whelming tide, 
Yisit st the bottom of the monstioiis woild , 

Oi whethei thou to our moist vows denied, 

Sleep st by the fible of Belleius old,* 

Where the gnat vision of the guaided mount'’ 
Looks towaid Nam incos'* and B i^ona’s hold 
Look homeward Angel now, and melt with luth 
And, 0 ye dolphins, waft the hapless joiith 
Weep no more, wofnl Shepheids weep no more, 
For LycidaS your soriow is not dead, 


BclloniB aCoiinsli giant from Bello 
num 

3 Mount Miciiacl now tlio Lands 
Lnd Cornwall 


3 In an Atlag of 1G23 and in a map of 
G Ihcia neir Cape rini«!tcrro is marked 
a place called IS un incos In this map 
also 13 mukod the Caitlo of Bayona 
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Sunk f liougli lie be beneath the watery floor , 

So foinks the day stai in the ocean bed, 

And yet anon lepairs hi*!} drooinrig head. 

And tricks his beams and with new spangl< d o o 
FI lines in the forehead of the moining tky, 

So Lycidas sunk low but mounted high, 

Huo lh( deir might of Him that walk’d the \ ^ 

"VVlurc othir groves and other streams alon^. 

With ncciai jniic his oo/y locks he lave , 

And hens the nncxprcssivc nnpii il ^on 
In the 1)1( t kiiif doins meek of ]ov and 
'Iheie entcitsin liim ill the s tints iliovc, 

In okinn tio()[;s and sweet societies, 
h it sing ind singing m the ir glory mo^e 
\.]id wipe the teais ior cvei fiom his eye 
]Now Lye id is, the sheplicids veep no moie 
IT( ncetoith thou art the genius ot the sho 
In thy luge iicomjxn e and h ilt h (td 
To all that windci in that jieuloiis food 

d hus H ing the uncouth swim to the o il s and nils, 
While the still mom went out with t iiid'il gi ly, 

He touch d the tendei stojis of '\arious e]uills, 

With c iger thought vaibling his Done 1 ly 
And now the sun hid stretch d out ill the hills, 

And now was diopp d into the western bay , 

At last lie rose ind twite li d liis mantle blue 
To nionow to fiesh woods, and paetuie nev 





TiiL \rrsr or PARADisr iost 


The ire I'snie 1 Heroic \ ti8e witliont Ktmo “is tint of 1 oinei in C rock 

nnd of \ 1 111 J itin l\mio liunf, no ntcc ssi > Xdjuiict ( i iruc Oin uncut of 1 ocm 

oi K ci \ ct St in loiif^cr Woil 8 c ptti ilh but tli hntn^'ionof i bnbir ua t> 
e t off wictthcd in i t( i mi 1 inu. ifftctci i t ind i i snut lyfUt use of a mo 
f imous in 1 kin lent t irncd m i\ bj ( uslo i I ul nunh to tlni ( wn vbvation 
luudiUKt ml tin ti uni tt cv} lo luinj. tbiii^ s olbci \ it ml f i llu most jnit 
Avorsc then cl c 1bc\ \u nl I b i\t cxpi t Ibcni ^ t with ut t ms tluicfoic aonro 
both It ill m 11 d m hi cts of jiitnt,nott liuci jtt t I I mu 1 oth in lonp'ct and 
fohortci \\ jrl s "I ’ uo I’l k snut um b t ! u^ h h ii i^t bcH i« i tiling (f 
Itself to ill pidici uatui tincil ind f no tn c ntu it il dth lit which conai ts 
onlj in ijit Nuinbti ht cpi intil> cf S-ylUblts ml lit hcu < ^ul u ly di iwn out 
In m Olio vviRo intc molhci not m tho jm^hn stmul of hi endings a fault 
}VO\d d bj the It arntd Ancients b )th in J f tiv ind ill goodtu t i> ihis neglect 
thenef Ihrut st hfll 1 1 to 1 c t il on f i i doftet tl ( ugh d nny sc tin so ptrh ijis to 
vulr^iri adeis tlutil rtthei is t > be. tateein d lu < v inipk act tlie fir t m J nghsli 
of uuiejit hlieity ittoieid to Heroic loem fiom the lioubltsum and muderii 
Nindigcof Kimoing 


riom Milton’s own Edition, 


BOOI I 
Tiil \TltU m m 

Tms First Both pi o !cs fust m bi cf the whole suhjc t "M lu b disohcdienco and 
tho 1 ss til n up u oi 1 u idise whtioin lio was iliced Ihen touelies tho piinio 
( lu e tf his fill Ire w rpenl or ralher Sit in in the seiicnt wlio levolting frem 
u d in 1 il i vni t ) Ins side in my le^i ns tf Angola w is by the command of (jod 
diivtn out f ht IV in with all his cicv ii to tho {.re it deep Which actun pasaod 
i vot tic 1 tin histcs into the nnd t of thmgs piosonting Mat in with hia Angela 
now f illen hdo hell dt stnbcd licit not m the cciitic for heaven and earth, maybe 
supposed as jet not nu Jo ceitiinlyiiot yet ictursed but in a plate of utter dark 
ness, fitbest c died Chios Ileie bit in wnb his Angels Ijing on the iiummg like 
thnnderstiutk and astonished iftei i certain space recovers is from confusion calls 
up him who novt in order and di^^nity lay by burn they confer of then misorablo 
fill Sitaii awikens all his lotions who lay till then m tho same manner con 
founded they rise their miiuheis in ay of battle their chief leaders named 
iccording to the idols known aftei w ir 1 in t anaan and the eountiics adjoining To 
these Sakin diioets his speech comforts them with hjpe yet of regaining heaven 
but tolls them la tly of a new woild and now kind of creatine to be created 
iccording to an inciont prophecy oi rcpoit in heaven for tliat Angels were long 
before this visible creation was the opinion of many ancient leathers To find out 
the truth of this prophecy and what to determine thoieon he lofers to a full 
council What his associites tbeiic attempt Pandemomuin the p dace of Satan, 
nsjtts suddenly built out of the deep the infernal Peois there sit lu council 
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Of Man’s first disobedience and the fimt 
Of that foi bidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the world and all oui wo^, 

With loss of Eden, till one greatei Man 
Restore ns and regain the blissful seat, 

Sing heav’nly Muse that on the secret top 

Of Oreb, oi of Smai, didst inspiie 

That shephcul,^ who fiist taught the chosen sc d, 

In the beginning how the heav’ns and earth 
Rose out of Chaos, or if Sion hill 
Delight thee more and Siloi s biool that flow d 
Fast by the oracle of God , I thence 
Invohe thy aid to my advent’rous song, 

That with no middle flight intends to soai 
Above th’ Aoman mount, ^ while it puisnes 
Things unattempted yet in piose oi rhyme 
And chiefly thou, 0 Spiiit, that dost imfei 
Befoie all temples th’ upiight heart and puK , 

Instruct me, for thou know st, thou fiom tlu fii t 
Wast present, and with mighty wings out spic id 
Dove like s it st brooding on the vast abys ^ 

And mad st it picgnant what in me is di L 
Illumine, what is low raise and Mippoit, 

Tliat to the height of this great aigumciit 
I may assert eternal Piovidtiict, 

And justify the wajs of God to men 
Say fiist foi hcav’n hides nothing fiom lliy viu^ 

RTor the deep tiact of hell, say hr^t, what cause 
Moved our grand Paients in that happy state, 

Favour’d of heaven so highlj , to fall off 
Fiom their Creator, and tiansgiess his will 
For one restiamt, loids of the world besidts? 

Who fiist seduced them to that loul revolt 
Th’ infernal serpent , he it was, whose guile, 

Stirr’d up with envy and icvenge, decci\ed 
The mother of mankind, what time his pnde 

J Moses 3 A mountain m Boeotia. In mytho- 

5 A small brook that flowed near tlie lo^y tbo Mu^es were said to dwell on it 
Temple of Jciusalem * Gen i 2 
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Had cast him out from heav’n, with all his host 
Of rebel Angels, by whose aid aspiimg 
To set himself in glory above his peeis, 

He trusted to have equall d the Most Iligh,^ 

If ho opposed , and with ambitious ami 
Against the throne and monarchy of Go I 
Eaiscd impious war in heav’n, and battle pro id, 

With vain attempt Him the almighty Powci 
Hull’d headlong flaming from th’ ethereal sl^y, 

With hideous rum and combustion, down 
To bottomless perdition, there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and penal Are, 

Who duist defy th’ Omnipotent to aim ^ 

Nine times the space that mcasuies diy and night 
To mortal men, he with his hoiiid ciew 
Lay vanquish’d rolling in the flv.iy gulf 
Confoindod though immoitil but iiw d on 
Ecserved him to more wiath foi now Hit Ihout^ht 
Both of lost happiness and listing pim 
Torments him, round he thiowi hi bilcful cjes, 

That witness’d huge affliction a id dismay, 

Mix’d with obdurate pnde and stcdfdst hate 

At once, as far as angels hen he vnws 

The dismal situation waste and wild 

A dungeon hoirible, on all sides round 

As one great furnace, flamed, ycl fiom those flames 

No light, but rathei darkness visible 

Served only to discovei sights of woe, 

Eegions of sorrow, doleful shidcs, where peace 
And lest can never dwell, hope ne\er comes 
That comes to all, but toituic without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 
With ever burning sulphur nnconsumed 
Such place eternal justice had prepared 
For those rebellious , here their prison ordain’d 
In utter darkness, and their portion set 
As far removed from God and light of heav’n, 


Isaiaii xiv lS-16 intrate was tho inscription placed bj 

Lasciate ogui sperauza voi cb’ Dante over the gates of ins inferno 
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As from the centre thnco to th’ ntmost pole 
0 how unlike the place from whence they fell ^ 

There the companions of his fall, o’erwhelm’d 
With floods and whirlwinds of tempestuous fiic, 

He soon discerns, and welthiiipj by his side 
One next him self in power, and next in cunu, 

Long after known in PdcHtine, and named 
Bcchebub ‘ To A\hom th aich enemy. 

And thence in heav n c ill d Sat in v\ itli bold woids 
Bio iking the hoii ul silence thus bcf^'in 
It tliou boost he— But () how fall ii ’ how cliaiig'^d 
From him who in the h ippy rc ilins of light, 

CJollitd with ti inscendcnt brightness didst outshine 
Myii ids though bright ’ If he, whom mutual league, 
ITiiift d thoughts md counsels cquilhope 
And ha/ iid in the glo lous cntcrpiise, 

Join d with mo ona , now misery h ith jom d 

III efjual mill into wh it pit tl on scest 

Fiom wliut lieight t ill n so mueli tht strongti proved 

He with his tlmiidti , and till then wlio 1 new 

The foico of those due iiiii ? }ft not for those, 

JSToi whit the potent victor m his i ige 
(^m else 111 diet do I rtpent or (lunge, 

Tlmugh (h ui^cd in outw ud liistu that fieM mind 
And hn li dudim from sense of injured meiit 
Ilut with the Miglitust riised me to (ontend 
A.nd to tlie tu rce eoiib ntion brought along 
Innumei ible force of Spiiits arm’d, 
lliat dm si di like his reign, and, me preferiing 
His ntmost power witlmdieise power opposed 
In diibi )us bit tie on iheplims oi hcov n, 

And shook liis throne What though the field bo lost? 
All IS not lost , th unconquer ible will, 

And tudy of icvenge, immoital hate 


* The god of flics worshipped by -(ho 
Phihstints (2 Kings i 2) Iho Jcw<i 
considei'od Boolzobub tho gicitest of 
the devils o then* accusition of our 
Lord fet Matt xil 24-27 whcie it 
anpears that with them Beelzebub and 


S it in were «!ynonymoii'3 nime-? Sfil 
ton makes them two difft-ieut fallen 
an-,cls 

Satan is a Ilebiew word, signifj^ing 
enemj The enemy both of God and 
man 
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And courage never to submit or yield. 

And what is else not to be overcome , 

Th it glory never sball lus wiatli or miglit 
Extort fi om me to bow and sue for grace 
With suppliant knee, and deify Ins power 
Who fiom the teiTor of this arm so lato 
Doubted his empire th it were low indeed, 
lliat were an ignominy and shame beneath 
This downfall , since by fate the sticngth of Gods 
And this empyreal substance cannot fail , 

Since thiough experience of this gieat event, 

In aims not worse, in foiesight mncli advanced, 

We may witli moie successful hope resolve 
To -v/age by foice oi guile eteiii il wai, 

Ineconcik ible to om grand fot, 

WTio now trinmjihs, and in tli excos of ]oy 
Solo leigning bolds tin. tyianny of heiv n 
So sp ike th ajiostato ^ngel, though in pain, 
Vaunting iloud but rack d with die]) despaii 
And him thus answer d soon his bold comptei 
O Pi nice O chief of many throind Poweis, 

That led th’ imbittell d Seripliim to wai 
Dndcr thy conduct and, in dicadful deeds 
Fearless, endanger d heav n s peipetual King 
And put to })ioof his high snpremicv, 

Whether upheld by strength, oi cli nice, or f ite, 

Too well I see and luc the due event. 

That with sad o\ erthrow and foul d€ feat 
Hath lost us heav n and ill this mighty host 
In honible destruction laid tlius low, 

As fai as Gods ind hewenly essences 
Can peiish for the mind and spirit remains 
Invincible, and vigour soon returns. 

Though all our glory extinct, and happy state 

Here swallow’d up in endless misery 

But what if he our conqueror, whom I now 

Of force believe almighty, since no less 

Than such could have o’erpower d such foi ce as ours. 

Has left us this our spirit and strength entire, 

Stiongly to suffer and support our pains, 
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That we may so suffice his vengeful ire. 

Or do him mightier service, as his thralls 
By light of wai whate’ei his business bo, 

Here in the heai t of hell to woik in fire, 

Oi do his eri ands in the gloomy deep 
Wh it can it then avail, though yet we feel 
fotieiigth undiminish d, oi eternal being 
To undergo eternal j)unishmeiit P 
Whereto with speedy woids th* Arch fiend leplicd 
Fall’n Cheiub, to be weak is miser ible. 

Doing or suffering but of this be sure. 

To do ought good never will bo our task. 

But eier to do ill our sole delight. 

As being the contrary to his high will, 

Wliom we lesist If then his providence 
Out of our evil seek to bring forth good, 

Our 1 iboiir must be to pervert that end, 

And out ol good still to find means of evil , 
Which oft times may succeed, so as perh ips 
Shall grieve him, if I f iil not, and distuib 
His inmost counsels fiom their destined uni 
But see ^ the angiy victor hath rec ill d 
His imnisteis of \engeance ind puisiiit 
Back to the gates of heav’n the su]])huious hail, 
Shot aftei us in storm, o’crblown hath ] ud 
The fiery suige, that fiom the j^rccipice 
Of heav’n received us falling, and the thunder. 
Wing d with red lightning and impetuous lage, 
Perhaps hath spout his shafts, and ceases now 
To bellow through the vast and boundless deep 
Bet us not slip th occasion, whether scorn 
Or satiate fiiiy yield it from oui foe 
Seest thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild. 

The seat of desolation, void of light 
Save what the glimmering of these hvid fiames 
Casts pale and dreadful ? thithei let us tend 
From off the tossing of these fiery waves. 

There rest, if any rest can harbour there. 

And, reassembling oni affiicted powers, 

Consult how we may henceforth most offend 
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Oar enemy, our own loss how repaii. 

How overcome this dire calamity, 

What reinforcement we may gain from hope, 

If not, what resolution fiom despair 
Thus Satan talking to his nearest matt, 

With head up lift above the wa\e, and 
That bpaikling blizcd, his other parts besides 
Prone on the flood, extended long and laige, 

Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As wliom the fables name of monstrous si/e 
Titanian, oi Earth bom, that warr d on Jo^ t d 
Briareus, or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarsus held, oi that sea beast 
Leviathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugest tint swim th ocean stieani 
Him iixply slumb ring on the Hoi way foiiu 
Ihe pilot of some small night foundei d si ifl 
Deeming some island oft, as seamen tell, 

With fixed anchor m his scily imd 
Moors by his side under the lee, while night 
Inv( sts the sea, and wished morn delays ^ 

So sti etch’d out huge in length the Aich fiend 1 ly, 

Cham d on the burning 1 iLe nor ever thence 
Had i^sen oi heaved his head, but that the will 
And high permission of all ruling heaven 
Left him at large to his own daik dc signs, 

That with reiterated enmes he might 

Heap on himself damnation, while he sought 

Evil to others, and eniaged might see 

How all Ins malice served but to bring forth 

Infinite goodness, grace, and mercy shown 

On man by him seduced , but on himself 

Trebh confusion, wrath, and vengeance pour’d 

Forthwith uj^nght he rears from off the pool 

His mignty stature , on each hand the flames 

Dn\ en backward slope their pointing spires, and roll d 


* The Titans were monstrous giants 
said to have made war agamst the gods 
Briareus had a hundred hands Typhon 
was the same as Tyjhoeus who was 


imjirisoned by Jupiter in a c'i\o near 
Tarsus in Cilicia 

2 The whale is evidently hcic intended 
O 
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In billow’^ leave th* midst a horrid vale 
Then with expanded wmgs he steers his flight 
Aloft incumbent on the dusby air, 

Tint lilt imusudl weight, till on dry land 
He lights if it weie land that evci bnrn’d 
With solid, as the lake with liquid, hie , 

And such appear’d in hue, as when the force 
Of subterrani in wind transpoits a hill 
Torn fiorn Pelorus ^ or the shattei d side 
Of thund’ring il^jtna whose combustible 
And fuel d cntrids thence conceiving fire, 

Sublimed Avith inincial fiiiy, aid the winds, 

And leivo a singed bottom all involved 

With stench and smoke such resting found the sole 

Of nnbhss d feet Him follow d his next mate, 

Both glorying to hive ’sc ipcd the Stygiin flood, 

As Gods and by then own reeovti d strength. 

Not by the siifleianec of supernil power 
Is this the ugion this the soil, the clime, 

Said then the lost Aich Angel, this the seat 

Thit we must ehinge foi heiv’n, this mournful gloom 

Poi that celcsti il light t be it 60, since he 

Who now IS Sov’reign, can dispose and bid 

Wh it shall bo right f iitliest from him is best, 

Whom re ison hath equall d, force hath made supreme 
Above his equals V iiewell happy fields, 

Wheie ]oy for evei dwells hail honors, hail 
Intel ml world, and thou profoimdest hell 
Bcceivc thy new possessor , one who brings 
A mind not to be changed by place or time 
The mind is its own iflaoe, and in itself 
Can make a hcav’n of hell, a hell of hea^ ’n 
What mattei wlici e, if I be still the same, 

And what I should be, all but less than he 
Whom thundci hath inide greater? here at least 
We shall be free, th’ Almighty hath not built 
Hero for his envy, will not drive us hence 


I Capo I aro, m Bicily ** ^Tbeic s Dotting either good oi bad but 

Thmking makes it bo ~>BHAK&SPSi.EB 
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Here we may reis^n ‘•eonie and in my choice 
To reign is ambition, thongli in hell 

Bcttei to reigii m hill, than seivt in hca^ n 
But wheicfore kt i\o then, our i uthful friends, 

Til ss^ociatos and copartners of oui loss. 

Lie thus astonish d on th oblivious pool, 

And call them not to shaie with ns their part 
In this unhippy mansion, or once mo;e 
With rallied aims to tiy what may be yet 
Begain d in heav’n or what more lost in hell? 

So Sat in sp ikc and linn Beelzebub 
Thus ansv\ei d Liadti ol those limits biight. 

Which but th Omnipotent none could have foird, 

It once they hcai tint voiu thou li\ chest 2)ledge 
Of hope in liars and duigeis heard so olt 
In Avuist extiemts and on the pciilous edge 
Ot battle when it rigcd in ill ass lulls 
'Jlifir suicst signil they will soon icsume 
New courige ind revi\i thout,h now they lit 
Gioi ling mil piosti itc on }on 111 c of fire, 

As \\e iicwhile istoundid and aniizfd 
No woi der fall n such a pirnicious liighth ^ 

He seal Cl had ceastd, when the supciior fiend 
W is ino /mg tow ird the shore , his pondei ous shield, 
Ethiioal limper massy large and round, 

Bihnid him cast, the bioad circumfeiencc 
Ih ug on lus should! IS like the moon whose oib 
Thiough optic gl iss the T. use in irtist”^ views 
Atevning horn the top of Ei^olt 
Or 111 Yald irno to desciy new 1 ind?, 

Bneis or mountains in hei spotty glohi 
Ills spi 11 to CQu il i\hieh the t illest j[>iiie. 

Hewn on Noiwegim hills to be the mast 
Of some great Ammii il, weie but a w uid, 

He wilk d with to ^'Upxioit nnc i y stips 
0 \er the bnimn<g mailt, not hke tho o stex)^ 

On heaven s azure, ind the toirid dime 

i , nne in Itiij Optic w ift the name 

» lianleo Milton became acquaint! <i t,ivun tlicii ind some time after to tho 

With the gieat astronomti whvn ti i\cl tUe&cope 
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Smote on him sore besides, vaulted with fire 
Nathless he so endured, till on the beach 
#f that inflamed sea he stood, and call d 
His legions, Angel forms, who liy entranced, 

Thick as autumnal leaves that strow the biooks 
In Vallombiosa,' wheie th* Etrurian shades 
High overarch d embower , or scattei d sedge 
Afloat, when with fierce winds Onon arm’d ^ 

Hath vex d the Bed sea coast, whose waves o’cithiew 
Busins^ and his Memphian chivaliy, 

While with peifidious h itred they pursued 
The sojoiirneis of Goshen, who beheld 
From the s ife shore their floitmg cai cases 
And broken ch iriot wheels so thick bestrown 
Abject and lost liy these covering the flood, 

Undti amazement of then hideous change 
He call d so loud that all the hollow deep 
Of hell resounded Piinces Potentates, 

Warriors, the flow i of heiv n once yours, now lost. 

If such astonishment is this can siize 

Eteinal spirits, or have ye chosen this jflace 

After the toil of battle to loj^ose 

Your wearied viitue, toi the ease you find 

To slumber here, as m the vales of heav n ? 

Oi in this abject posture have ye swoin 
To adore the conqucior ? who now beholds 
Ohei ub and Sei aph rolling in the flood 
With scatter d aims and ensigns, till anon 
His swift pursueis from heav n gates discern 
Th advantage, and descending tre id us down 
Thus drooping, or with linked thundei bolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf 
Awake, anse, or be for ever fall’n 
They heard, and were abash d, and up they spiung 
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch 
On duty, sleeping found by whom they dread, 


' In Tuscany 

* Orion is the consttnntion repio 
renting an inned wairior It wis 
nupposed to ho attended v/ith stonuy 


’(N cither Assinf,v.ns (luctn nimlo^Jia 
Oiion \iR I 9 -Nlwiom 

The Phaiaoh of T xodu4 \iv 
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Rouse and bestir tliemselves eie ^^ell a\\ake 
Nor did they not perceive the evil phght 
In which they were, oi the fieice pains not fctl, 

Yet to then Gcneial s voice they soon obey’d, 
Innumeiable As when the potent rod 
Of Amram’s Son, in -®g>pt s evil diy, 

Waved loui d the coast up cill d a pitchy cloud 
Of locusts, waiping on the castein wind, 

That o er the realm of imjnous Phaiaoh hung 
Like night, and daiken’d all the land of Nile ’ 

So numbeiless weio those bid angels seen 
Hovenng on wing undei the cope of licll, 

*TwiKt uppei, nether, and puii Minding hies, 

Till, as a signal given, th iiplittcd spt ir 
Of their great bull in waving to diiect 
Their course, in cv''cn bal inec down they light 
On the him brimstone, and fill ill the pliin 
A multitude lil e vshich the populous noith 
Poui’d never fiom her fio/en loins, to p iss 
Rhene or the Dan aw when hei barbaious sons'* 
Came like a deluge on the south, and spit id 
Beneath Gibraltai to the Libyan sands 
Forthwith fioin ev ry squadron and each baud 
The heads and Icadeis thithei haste, whtio stood 
Their great Cominandci , God like shapes and foims 
Excelling human, Pi nicely Dignities, 


• Fxodu'? X 15 

2 The ix pulous noi th os the north 
crni)ail8 of the woilcl uc obscivcd to 
bt rnoif' finitfvil of pctik thiii the 
hottci coiintucs fair William Temple 
calls it the noithciii hive lour d 
never ti VLt> jiiopei woid to expiess 
the luundaLums of these noitheiii na 
tions I lom hei fio/en loins it is 
the Scnptuio expiession of ehildieii 
and descendants c maing out of the 
loins as Cen xxxv II Kings shall 
come out of thy loins * and these are 
called fi’oze i loxn% only on account of 
the coldness of the climate — Klwton 

3 To pass Ehene or the Danaw 
He might have said consistently with 
his verse the Rhine oi Danube but 
he chose the n^oie uncommon names 
Bhene, of the Latin, and Danaw, of the 


Ooiman both which woids arc ^sed 
too in Sp«-n&et - Niwiov 
•» When hci bubnous sons dc 
They were tiuly b rbaroua for besides 
exeieising seveial cruelties they de 
stiojed all the monuments of learning 
and politeness wheicvei they came 
Came like a delugt Spcnsei di «ierib 
mg the sime people h is the same simile 
I aerie Queen ^ B 11 cant 1st 15 — 
And ovei flowed all countries fai away 
Like Noyes great flood with their 
importune swaj 

They weie the Goths ind Huns and 
Vandals who oveiraii all the southern 

S rovincos of Em ope and ciossing the 
[editerranean beneath Gibraltar Ismded 
in Africa and spiead themselves as for 
as Lib^ a Maneath Gibraltar means more 
fcoathwaid — Njtwiov 



P iBADhW LOST 


m 


And powers, ili it erst m heaven sat on thioncs, 

Though of thtii names in heavenly records now 
Be no memoiidl, blotted out and rized 
By their rebellion from i lit boohs of 1 ff '■ 

Noi hid thty yet iiiiong fhc sons of ]j\{ 

Got tin in new naiin & , till wand iing o 1 1 tiu 1 1 b, 
'riirough God hi ^h suflci inco hn the trial ol in ui, 

By f lisituj^ Liul liL the /u lit st p ut 
Of mankind they coriupt< d to foi iko 
God thtir er( lioi, and th’ invisilile 
Gloi) of him iliif nude tlien lo ti 
Oft to th( im i„( of ibinte idoind 
With giy itli^ion full of ]>omp ind gold, 

And Devils to idon foi Dtdies 

'Fhen were tin y kno\ n to men b> \ iiious names, 

And viious idol tl longh tht h{ itlitn ivoill 

Say, Must then n urns then hnown who tii-^t, who last, 
Boused fiom th( si mixi on tint h ly couch 
At then grt it Dm]) loi cill i:> nt\i iii woith 
Came singly \/heie he* stood on the hue ti lud, 

While the piomisenous tiowd >t(iod \ tt d lof ^ 

Thechiif wen tho-.c who fiom tlit ]> t ol lull 
lloaming to seel thtir ]nty o i < ith d um; hv 
Their seats lotif iftti next the s( it of (<od, 

Then altars by his altii, Go Is idoitd 
Among the intions loniid, xnd duibt abide 
Jehovih thiind iing out of Sion, thiom d 
Between the Clieiubim, }ea often pined 
Within his sinctugiy itself then shunts, 

Abominations ? and w ith cui i d things 
His holy rites and solemn ft ists pio^’ined. 

And with then dirl n duist xfliont his light 
First Moloch, hoi rid King ‘ besn cud with blood 
Of human sacrifice and p ireiits’ tears, 
rhongli for the noise of clrums and timl •els loud 


» Psalm IX 1 6 Rev in ; 4 qie v.o\ I J\Io odi m in Etna H 

« Levit xvii 7 Psalm tvi 37 ^ si ski A tml ow Kcount of the assful 

8 Ezek vili 15, 1C liunun saenfitts uileicctto li m 
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Then ohildren’f! cries nnho'ird, that past thiough fire' 
To his glim idol Him the Ammonite 
Woislii]>p d in llabba and hei wat ry plim, 

3n Aigob and in Basan, to tlie stioam 
Of utmost Amon 3Soi content ith such 
Audacious nciglibouihood the \M8tst litiit 
Of bolomon h( Ic^l by finud to build 
His to iple right against the tem]>le of G( l 1 
On that opprobnous hill,^ and m idt his gioxt 
The pl( asant valh;y of Hmiioin dopbf t tlitiK c 
And 1)1 ick Oche in i c dl d/ the tvpe of Ik 11 ' 

!NG\t Chemos ^ th’ obso< ne die id of Mo ib i ton , 

Fii m Aioa i > INTcbo, and tin wild 
Of soutlimost Abanin in lie ibon 
And Ildonaim, Sion s re dm ])C)ond 
1 he flow ’] V dale^i Sibin t did \ ith vi les 
And Fie de 1 o th( Aspli dtio pool 
Pc 01 hi oil ur name when h( iiitucd 
Isiad in Sittiin, on then niudi from TniI 
To do lum wanton ritf s which cost tluin \0( 

Y< t thcncc his lustful oigiis he enl ngod 
T\ 11 to that lull of sc ind d, by the giovc 
Of Moloch homicide Ifist li iid by li itc , 

Tdl good Josiab^ drove tlum fhcnct to hell 
With these came they who fiom the boul iing fool 
Of old Euphi ites to the biook th it ])xits 
'Egypt from Syrian giound, had g( iiti d n imcs 
Of B lalim ind Ashtaioth ^ those male 
The'^o ftnnnmc for spnits when they pleaso 
Can cithei stx a sumc or both, so soft 
And nnconipoundcd is then essence pure, 

Yoi tied 01 manacled with ]omt oi limb 
Hoi founded on the brittle bticngth of bones, 


1 Moloch w'cs rti losented bv an idol 
of brass eittingf on a throne crowned 
Uefoi e him was a furnace IIi« extended 
arras sloped down to it Infants pHtt <1 
inhia arma fell into the furnace ana were 
consumed 

2 1 Kings 7C1 7 

3 It was called Tophei from toph a 
dmm, the noise of drums being em 



4 So used by om I ord? 

* 1 kings XI 7 
6 2 Kings x.xiii 

’’ Fit qnently named together in Scrip 
turc They were the sun Bad the moon 
Astaroih and the stars im being the 
pfuial temiination of the name Baal 
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Like cumbious flesh, but in what shape they choose, 
Dilated or condensed, biight or obscure, 

Can execute their airy purposes, 

And works of love or enmity fulfil 
For those the lace of Israel oft foisook 
Their living stiength, and unfiequented left 
His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
To bestial gods , for which their heads as low 
Bow’d down in battle sunk befoie the speai 
Ot despicable foes With these in troop 
Came Astoreth, whom the Phoonicians call’d 
Astarte, queen of heaven, with crescent hoi ns , 

To Avhose blight image nightly by the moon 
Sidonian virgins paid their \ ows and songs. 

In Sion ilso not unsung wheie stood 

Hei temple on th’ offt nsive mountain, built 

By that uxorious king,' whose heait though large, 

Beguiled by fair idol iti esses, fell 

To idols foul Iliammuz** came next behind. 

Whose anrual wound in Leb mon allured 
The Syrian damsels to lament his f ite 
In amorous ditties all a sumniei’s dav, 

While smooth Adonis from his native rock 
Ban purjile to the sea, supposed with blood 
Of Thammu/ ycaily wounded the love tile 
Infected Sion s daughters with like heat, 

Whose wanton passions in the sacied porch 
Ezekiel saw,^ when by the vision led 
His eyes survey d the daik idolitiies 
Of alienated Judah Next came one 


> Solomon who built a temple to 
\stoieth the moon on the Mount of 
Olivos 

J Adonis See Maundrdl s Tia\ol8 
p 34 We had the foituue to see \>hat 
may be supposed to bo the occu'^iion < f 
that opinion which I uenn i elites con 
ctrmng this river (the Adonis c died by 
the Tuiks Ibrahim Bassa) viz thit 
this stream at certain seasons of the 
year especially about the feast of 
Adorns IS of a bloody colour which 
the Heathens looked upon is proceeding 


from a kind of symp-ithy m the iiver 
for the death of Adonis Something 
like this we saw actually came to 
pass foi the water wis stained to a 
sui prising redness and as wo observed 
in ti ivelling had discoloured the sea a 
git it w ly into a reddish hue occa 
Biontd doubtless by a sort of minium 
or 1 td e ii-th washed into the i iver by 
the violence of the ram and not by any 
st im fi om Adonis blood 

3 Erok vm 32 
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Who mourned in earnest, when the captive arh 
Maim’d his brute image, head and hands lojit off 
In his own temple, on the gitinseP edge, 

Where he fell fiat, and shamidhis worshippers 
Dagon his name , sea monster, upward man 
And downward fish yet had his tenijde high 
Eear d in Azotus, dreaded through the coast 
Of Palestine, in Gath, and Ascalon, 

And Accaion, and Ga/a’s frontier Loimds 
Him follow’d Rimmon,^ whose delightful seat 
Was fan Dima sc us, on the feitile haul s 
Of Abbana and Phiiphai, lucid sti earns 
He also agmi‘?t the hou'^c of God was bold 
A le})er once he lost * and gain d a ling, 

Aha/ Ins sottish conqueror, whom he diew 
God’s altar to disj> irage,'' md displace 
Por one ot S) uaii mode, whereon to burn 
Hib odious off lings, and adore the gods 
Whom he had \ inquish’d After lliese appeal’d 
A crew, who uudei names of old lenown, 

Osiiis, Isis, Orns and then ti un, 

With monstious shapes and sorceries abused 
Fanatic ^gypt and her jincsts to sceh 
Their wand’i mg Gods disguised in biutisli foinis ^ 
Rather than human Hoi did Isiael ’scape 
Th infection, when their bon ow’d gold comi)osed 
The calf in Oreb and the lebel king 
Doubled that sm in Bethel and in Dan, 

Lik’mng his Miker to the gia/td o\,^ 

Jehovah, who in one night, when he pass’d 
Fiom iEgypt marching, eqiiall d with one stioke 
Both her first born and all hei bleating gods 
Belial^® came last, than whom a spiiit more lewd 
Fell not fiom heaven, oi moie gioss to lo\e 
Yice lifl' itself to him no temple stood 


^ llireshold ground&cl ® Oms was the son of Osiris (tho stu^ 

* 1 Sara V 4 and Isis (the moon) 

* Afe>riani,od f The sacred calf the ram &c 

» Naaman See 2 Kings v IT ® Bxod xxxu 

^ 2 XVI 10 Z Chron x.xvlii 23 ® 1 Kings xii 28 

a ho god of lewdness and luxury 
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With soiemn touches troubled thoughts, and chase 
Anguish, and doubt, and fear, and soiiow, and pain, 
From mortal or immoital minds Thus they, 

Bi cathing unite d force, with fixed thought. 

Moved on in silence to soft pipes, that charm d 
Thur painful steps o’er the burnt soil , and now 
Advanced m view they stand a horiid fiont 
Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, m guise 
Of waruors old with order d spear and shield, 
Awaiting what command their mighty chief 
Had to imj^ose he thiough the armed files 
Darts his experienecd eye, and soon tiaveise 
The whole battalion views, then ordei due, 

Then visages ind statuie as of God^, 

Thui nunibd 1 ist he sums And now his heait 
Distends with piidc and haid ning m his stieiigth 
Glories, for never since created man, 

Met such embodied lone as n imcd vilh Ihesc 
Could meiit more thin thit small infmti} ^ 

W 111 d on by crinis, though all the giant biood 
Of Phkgra® with th heioic i ice i\(ic ]om d 
That fought at Thebes^ and Ilium ^ on eich side 
Mix’d with lUKiliu Gods, and uh it lesounds 
In f ible 01 lomance of Uthei s son,® 

Begirt with Biitibh indAimoiu knights. 

And all who since, biptized oi Inhdtl 
Tousted in Asprimont oi Ifontalb in 
Damasco, oi Maiocco, oi Tiebisond 
Or whom Biscrta sent fiom Afiio shoie. 

When Charlemain with dl his peciage fell 
By Pontaiabia Thus fai these beyond 
Compaic of moital piowess, yet obscni 1 


1 The Piprmics See Bisilidts Vi bo 
nm IX 43 

i Phlegia a city of Maccdomi \vhuc 
the lituis or giants dwelt "who nude 
w ar against the gods 
3 Thebes a city of BaoUi famous for 
tbo wai between the sous of Gf^dijius 
rteoclcs and lolyiuces The subject of 
Statius s Thobald 


4 Tioj the t<:e cf win h is the 
suljott of llomci s Ilmd Ibc 
took difTcicut sides in thi!» w ir 
s Arthur Aimoiic kiaghis wore 
km hts of Aimoiici or Britt my 
^ Romantic names of places mentioned 
m Ariostos poejn Oilando luiioso, 
ind in the old romances 
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Their dread commander he, above the lest 
In shape and gesture proudly eminent, 

Stood like a tow r, his form had yet not lost 
All her original biightnebs noi appeal d 
Less than Aroli angel ruind and th’ excess 
Of gloiy obscured as when the sun new iisen 
Lool s thioiigh the horizontal misty air, 

Shorn of his beams , or fiom behind the moon, 

In dim eclipse, disastioiis twilight sheds 
On hah the nations, and with fear ot change 
Perplexes monarchs * darken d so, yet shone 
Abo\ e them all tl[^ Arch mgcl hut his face 
Deep sf ns of thundei had intrench d, and caie 
Sat on his faded cheek but under brows 
Ot (Huntless couiage, md considerate pride 
Waiting leionge cruel 1 is eye, but cast 
Signs of i( morse xnd passion to behold 
The f( Hows of his crime, the followei s nther, 

Far othei once beheld in bliss, condemn d 
Foi cv(i now to have their lot in ^lain, 

Millions of spirits foi his fault ameiced 
Ot heavn, and from eternal splendouis flung 
For hfs revolt, yet faithful how they stood, 

Their glory withe i d as when heaven s ftro 
Hath scath d the forest oaks or mountain pmes, 

With singed top their stately gjowth, though baio, 

Stands on the blasted heath He now prepai ed 
lo speak , wheieat then doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing and h ilf inclose him round 
With all his peers attention held them mute 
Thrice he assay’d, and thriee in spite of scorn 
Tears, such as angels weep, buist forth at last 
Words interwove with sighs found out their way 
O myriads of immortal spirits, 0 Powers 
Matchless, but with th’ Almighty, and th it strife 
Was not inglorious, though th’ event was dire, 


1 Alluding to the superstitioii that an ^ Depi ivtd of l3y fui’fcitui o See 
eclipae or comet foretold the distui banco Quoilcss Dmne loom p 18 

of uationH 
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As this place testifies, and this dire change 
Hateful to utter but what power of mind, 
Foreseeing or presaging from the depth 
Of knowledge past or jjresent, could have fear’d, 
How such united foiee of Gods how sueh 
As stood like these, could ei ei know repulse ? 

For who can yet believe, though aftei loss, 

That all these puissant legions, whose exile 
Hath emptied hcav n,^ shall fail to leascend 
Self raised, and repossess their native seat f 
Foi me, be witness all the host of heav’n, 

If counsels difiercnt oi dinge%shuun d 
By me have lost our hope s but he who leigna 
Monarch in heav’n, till then as one secure 
Sat on his throne upheld by old repute. 

Consent, or custom, and his legal state 

Put foith at full, but still his strength conceal’d, 

Which tcmx>tcd our attempt, and wrought our fall 

Hence foith his might we know, and 1 now oui o«vn. 

So as not either to provoke oi diead 

New vvai, provoked, oui better pait remains 

To work in close design, bv fi iiid or guile, 

Whit force effected not, that he no less 
At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By foice, hath oveicome but half his foe 
Space may pioduce new woilds, whcieof so nfe 
There went a f ime in hes v n, that he ere long 
Intended to create, and therein plant 
A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favour equal to the sons of heaven 
Thither, if tut to pry, shall be pci haps 
Om fiist eruption thither or elsewhere, 

For thib infernal pit shall ne\ei hold 
Celestial spirits in bondage, nor th’ Abyss 
Long under darkness cover But these thoughts 
Full counsel must mature peace is despair’d , 

For who can think submission ? war then, war 
Open 01 undei stood, must be lesolved 


1 Rev xii 4 





He spake and to confirm his words outflew 
Millions of flaming swords drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim the sudden blaze 
Far round illumined hell — p 95 
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Se spake and to confirm his words outflew 
Millions of flaming swords, drawn from the thighs 
01 mighty Cherubim , the sudden blaze 
Far round illumined hell highly they raged 
Against the highest, and fierce with grasjied aims 
Clash’d on their sounding shields the din of war, 

Hulling defiance towaid the vault of htav’n 

There stood a hill not far, whose gnsly top 
Belch’d fire and tolling smoke, the rest entile 
Shorn with a glossy scurf, undoubted sign 
That 111 hib womb was hid metallic ore, 

The work ot sulphur Thithei, wing d with speed, 

A ntimeious bngade hasten d , as when band^j 
Of pioneers, with opade and pickaxe aim’d, 

Fortum the loy il camp, to ticiit h i field, 

Oi c ist a rampart M iininon * led them on, 

Mammon, the Icist erected spirit that fell 
Flora hoav’n, foi ev’n in heav’n his looks and thoughts 
Were always dow nward bent, idmiring moie 
The iichts of hcav’n s pavement, tiodden gold, 

Tlim aught divine or holy else enjoy’d 
111 vision beatific By him fii st 
Men also, and biLhis suggestion taught, 

Bansack d the (Sitre, and with impious hands 
Bifled the bowels of their mother earth 
Foi treasuies better hid Soon had his crew 
Open d into the lull a spacious wound, 

And digg’d out ribs of gold Let none admire 
That iiches grow in hell, that soil may best 
D( serve the precious bane And here let those 
Who boast m mortal things, and wond ring tell 
Of Babel and the woiks of Memphian king , 

Learn how their greatest monuments of fame 
And Strength and art are easily outdone 
By splits reprobate, and lu an hour 
What in an age they with mces&ant toil 
And hands innumerable scarce perform 

» The word Mammon la Syriao for riohes (Matt ri 24), personified also by 
Spenser ^ 
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Nigh on the plain in many cells prepared, 

That nndorneath had veins of liquid fire 
*Slmced from the lake, a second multitude 
With wond’rous art founded the massy ore. 

Severing each kind, and scumm’d the bullion dross 
A third as soon had formed within the ground 
A various mould, and from the boiling cells 
By stiange conveyance fill d each hollow nook 
As in an organ fiom one blast of wind 
To many a low of pipes the sound board breathes 
Anon out of the earth a fabiic huge 
Hose, like an exhalation, with the sound 
Of dulcet symphonies and voices sweet 
Built like a tempk, where pilasters lound 
Weie set, ind Done pillais overlaid 
With golden architrave, noi did theio want 
Cornice or fiieze with bossy sculptures giaven, 

The root was fretted gold Not Babylon, 

Noi great Aloairo' such magnificence 

Equall d in all their glories to inshnnc 

Belus or Serapis their Gods oi scat 

Their kings, ^^hen ^gypt with Assyria strove 

In wealth and luxuiy Th ascending pile 

Stood fixt her stately highth, anft stiaight the doois 

Op’ning then brazen folds, discover, wide 

Within, her ample spaces, o ci the smooth 

And level pavement from the aiched loof, 

Pendant by subtle magic many a row 
Of starry lainjps and blazing cressets, fed 
With Naphtha and Asphaltus, yielded light 
As from a sky The hasty multitude 
Admiring entoi’d, and the woik some praise. 

And some the architect his hand was known 
In heav'n by many a towered strnctuie high, 

Where sceptred angels held thoxr residence 
And sat as princes, whom the supiemc King 
Exalted to such power, and gave to rule, 


* Caiio in Egypt 
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Hacli m bis hieraicliy, +lie orders bright 
Nor was his name unheard or nuadoied 
In ancient Greece , and m Ansonian land 
Men call’d him Mnlciber , * and how he fell 
Fiom hcav’n they fabled, thrown by angry Jove 
Sheer o er the crystal battlements , from morn 
To noon he fell, fiom noon to dewy e\ e, 

A summer s day , and with the setting sun 
Bropt fiom the Zenith like a falling star, 

On Lemnos th* ^gcan isle, thus they relate, 

Lrring foi he with this rebellions rout 
Fell long before , noi aught avail’d him now 
To have built in heav n high towers , noi did he ’scape 
Bv all hns engines but was headlong sent 
With his industrious ciew to build in hell 
Meanwliile the winged herilds by command 
Of sov’itigu power with awful ceiernony 
And til mxicts sound, throughout the host x^^oclaim 
A solemn council forthwith to be held 
At Pandajmonium, the high capit il 
Of S’tan ind his peers their summons call’d 
From eveiy band and squared legiment 
By xilace oi choice the worthiest, they anon 
With hundre ds and with thousands trooping earns 
Attended all access was throng’d the gates 
And porches wide but chief the spacious hall. 

Though like a cover d field, where chimxuons bold 
Wont ride in arm d and at the Soldan’s chair 
Defied the best of Panim chivalry 
To moi tal combat or careei with lance. 

Thick swarm’d, both on the ground and in the in, 
Brush’d with the hiss of rusthng wings As bees 
In spring time, when the sun with Taurus rides, 

Pour forth their populous youth about the hu e 
In clusters, they among fresh dews and floweis 
Fly to and fro, or on the smoothed plank. 

The suburb of their straw built citadel. 


' \ulcan See Homer, ** 1-590 

H 
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New nibb’d with balm, expatiate, and confer 
Their state affairs So thick the aery ciowd 
fewaim’d and were exraiten d, till, the signal giv’n, 
Behold a wonder ’ they, but now who seem’d 
In bigness to but pass t irth’s giant sons, 

Now less than smallest dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng numberless, like that Vy gme in race 
Beyond the Indian mount, or Fairy Fives, 

Whoso milmght leveb, by a forest bide, 

Or fountain, some belated peasmt sees, 

Oi dreams he secs while ovei head the moon 

Sits arbitiesb,' and neaici to the eaith 

Wheels her pale couise, they on their mirth and dance 

Intent with jocund music ehaim his eai , 

At once with joy and fear his heait leljounds 
Thus incorporeal spirits to smallest foims 
Bedu( cd then shapes immense, and were at large, 
Though without number still amidst the h ill 
Of that infernal comt But fai within, 

And m then own dimensions like themselves, 

The gieat Sciaphic loids and Chciubim 
In elos/^ lecess and secict conclave sat, 

A thousand Demi gods on golden seats, 

Frequent and lull Aftei shoit ileiice then 
And summons read, the great consult began 


Sx)ictitres9 IIoR ^ 40 
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BOOK II 

The Arolmw 


TJie consuli'i.tion begun fiatan debates whether anothei battle be to be hazarded 
foi the reco\er 3 of heaven some udviso it others dissiiadc A third proposal Is 
pieferied mentioned be foie by Satin to sen eh the truth of that piophecv or 
ti idition in heaven conctmaini, another world and 'mother kind of creeture equal 
or not much infoiier t themselves about this time to be cieated then doubt who 
Kh ill be sent on this ditilrtilt search Satan their thief imdi itakes alone the voyage 
IS honoured and ippl aided The couueil thus ended the lest betake them several 
V lys and to several cmplojmonts as their inclinations It id them to entertain the 
time till Satin ret an tl( pi ses cii his journey 1 1 hell ^^itcs finds them shut and 
who ait there to j,au I them by whom at length thej no opened and discover to 
him the great gulf between hell and he iven with wh it difheuJty ho passes through 
directed by Chios the Power of that pi ice to the sight of this new world which he 
sought 


High on a throne ol royal state, which far 
Outshone ^he wealth of Oimus^ and ol Ind, 

Or where the goigeons east with richest hand 
fehow rs on her kings Barbaric pearl and gold,* 
Satan exalted sat, by merit raised 
To tint bad eminence , and, from despair 
Thus high uplifted beyond hope, aspires 
Beyond thus high, insatiate to pursue 
V am wai with heav n, and by success untanglit 
His pioud imaginations thus display d 
Powers and Dominions, Deities of heav’n,^ 

Foi since no deep within her gulf can hold 
Ininioital vigor though oppress d and fall’n, 

I give not heav’n for lost fiorn this descent 
Celestial \irtues rising will appear 
More glorious and more dread, than fiom no fall, 
And trust themselves to fear no second fate 
Me though ]ust nght and the fix’d laws of hcav’n 
Did first create youi leader, next fiee choice, 

With wh t besides, in council or in fight, 

Hath been achieved of ment , yet this loss, 


* In the Persian Gulf 

custom for the 
royal and the cmira 
to spnakle gold dust and saad pearl on 


the head of the monarch at his coro- 
nation See Vie de Tamerlane (trans 
mted by M Petit do la Croix), B 11 c 1 
® Colos I 
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Thus far at least iccover d, hath much more 
Establish d m a safe unenvied thione. 

Yielded with full consent The happier state 
In heav'n, which follows dignity, might draw 
Envy from each inferior , but who here 
Will envy whom the highest place exposes 
Foiemost to stand against the Thund rcr s uin 
Your bulwark, and condemns to greatest share 
Of endless pain P Where there is then no goo 1 
For which to stiive, no stnfc can grow up theio 
From faction , for none sure will claim in hell 
Precedence, none, whose portion is so small 
Of present pain, that with ambitious mind 
Will covet more Witli this advantage then 
To union, and firm faith, and firm accord 
More than can be in heavhi, wc now return 
To claim oui just inheritance of old, 

Surer to x^rosjDCi than prosjierity 

Could have assuied us, and by what best way, 

Whether of open war or covert guile, 

We now debate , who can advise, may spe il 

He ceased , and next him Moloch, scei>tc r d king 
Stood up the strongest and the fiercest sjuiit 
That fought in heavhi, now fieicer by despaii 
His trust was with th Eternal to be deem’d 
Equal in strength, and lather than be less 
Cared not to be at all , with that care lost 
Went all his fear of God, or hell, or worse. 

He leck’d not, and these words thereafter spake 
My sentence is for open war of wiles 
More unexpert, I boast not them let tho e 
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now 
For while they sit contiivmg, shall the rest. 
Millions that stand in aims and longing wait 
The signal to ascend, sit ling’ring here 
Heav’n s fugitives, and for then dwelling place 
Aceex^t this dark oppiobrious den of shame, 

The x>iison of his tyianny who reigns 
By our delay ? no, let us rather choose. 

Arm’d u ith hell fiames and fury, all at once 
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O Qt heav’n’s liigli towers to force resistle« 5 s way. 

Turning oui tortures into horrid arms 
Against the torturer, when to meet the noise 
Of his almighty engine he shall heai 
Inferml thundei, ind for lightning see 
Black hre and lioi ror shot with equal rage 
Among Ills angels, and his throne liselt 
Mi\.t with Tartan in sulphur and stiange fiie. 

His own invented toi mcnts But i>trh ips 
Ihe w xy set ms difficult and steep to scilo 
With 1 plight wing against a higher foe 
Let 811 oh btthmk them, if the sleepy diench 
Of that forgetful lal c benumb not still, 

Th in our prooci motion \\c ascend 
U[> to oui native scat di scent and fall 
To us 18 k 1 \cisc Who but felt of late, 

When the fioue foe hung ou oui bioken rexr 
Insulting and pin sued us ihiough the deep, 

With what oomiiulsion and laborious flight 
We sunk thus low ? tli ascent is easy then 
Th event is fear'd, should we again piovoko 
Our stroiigei some woise way his wrath in ly find 
To our destruction if there be m hell 
Feai to be worse destioy d what can bo worse 
Than to dwell heie, driv ii out fiom bliss, condemn d 
111 this abhorred deep to uttei woe , 

Wheie pain of unextinguishable fire 
Must exitrcise us without hope of end, 

The vassals of his anger, when the seouigo 
Inevoiabl} , and the tortuiing houi 
Calls us to penance ? more destroy’d than thus 
We should be quite abolish’d and expiie 
What fear we then ? wlmt doubt we to incen e 
His utmost ire? which, to the highth eniaged, 

Will cither quite consume us, and i educe 
To nothing this essential, happier fai. 

Than misei able to have eternal being 
Or if our substance be indeed divine. 

And cannot cease to be, we are at worst 
On this side nothing , and by proof we feel 
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Our power Bufficient to disturb bis beav^u. 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm. 

Though inaccessible, bis fatal throne ^ 

Which, if not victory, is yet revenge 

He ended frowning, and his look denounced 
Desperate revenge and battle dangeious 
To less than Gods On th’ other side up lo e 
Belial, m act moie giaccful and humane, 

A fairei person lost not heaven , ho seem d 

Foi dignity composed and high exxiloit 

But all was false and hollow, though his tonguo 

Dropp d Manna, and could make the worse a2>peai 

The better reison to iieiidex and dash 

Matuiest counsels , lor his thoughts were low, 

To vice industrious, but to nobler deeds 
l\rnoious and slothful yet he jdcased the ear, 
And with ptisuasive accent thus began 
T should be much foi ojien wxi O i^eeis, 

As not behind in hate, if what was niged, 

Mam reason to i^ersmdi immediate wai. 

Did not dissuade me most, and seem to cast 
Ominous conjecture on the whole success , 

When he, who most excels in %ct of arms 
In wliat he coiinselb and m wL it excels 
Mistrustful, giounds his courage on despair 
And utter clis solution, as the scojie 
Of all lus aim, after some duo i even go 
First, Avhat levengeP the towers of heav n aie fill d 
With armed watch, that render all access 
Impiegnable, oft on the boidfiiiig deeji 
Encamp their legions, or with obscuie wing 
Scout far and wide into the lealm of night, 
Scorning surprise Or could w e break our way 
By force, and at our heels all hell should rise. 

With blackest insurrection to confound 
Heav n s^purest light, yet oui great enemy 
All incorruptible would on his throne 
Sit impolluted , and th’ ethereal mould 


1 Upheld by late —Newton 
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Incapable of stain would soon expel 
H^r mischief, and pnige off the basei hie, 
Victorious Thus impulsed, oiii final hope 
Is hat clespan we must exasiierate 
Th’ almighty Victor to sjiend all his rage. 

And that must end us, that must be c»ur cuie, 

To be no more sod cui e , for who would lose, 
Though full of pain this intellectual being 
Tho«?e thoughts that wander through eternity, 

To pensh rather, swallowed up and lost 
In the wide womb of uncreated niglit, 

Devoid ot seiibe and motion P and vs ho knows, 
Det this be good whether om angry foe 
Can give it, or will ever? how he can. 

Is doubtful, that ho never will is sme 
"W ill he so wipe, let loose at once his irt, 

Belike thiough impotence or unawaie, 

To give his enemies then wish and end 
Them in his anger, whom his anger saves 
To punish endless ? Wherefore cease we then P 
Say they who counsel war, — ^We aic decreed 
iteserved and destined to eternal woe, 

Whatevii doing, what can wc suffer more, 

Wh it can we suffer woisc P — Is this then worst, 
Thus sitting, thus consulting, thus in arms ^ 
What, when we fled amain, puisued and strueJe 

V ith heav’n’s afflicting thunder, and besought 
The deep to shelter usP this hell then stem’d 
A lefuge from those wounds Oi when wo lay 
Ch nil d on the burning 1 ike P that sure was woi so 

V hat if the breath that kindled those grim fires ^ 
Aw iked should blow them into sevenfold lage, 
And plunge us in the flames ? or from above 
Should intermitted vengeance aim again 

His red light hand to plague usP what if all 
Her stores weie open’d, and this firmament 
Of hell should spout her cataracts of fire, 
Impendent horrors, threatening hideous fall 


t l&Aiali xxx 33 
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One day tipon our heads , while we, perhaps 
Designing or exhorting glorious war, 

Caught in a fiery tempest shall bo hurl’d 
Each on his lock tiansfix d, the sport and piey 
Of racking whirlwinds , oi for ever sunk 
Under yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains , 

There to converse with cvei lasting groans, 

Unrespited, uninticd, unrepiieved, 

Ages of hopeless end? this would be worse 
War therefore, open or conceal d, alike 
My voice dissii ides, foi what can foice or guile 
With him, oi who deceive his mind whose eye 
Views all things at one view ? lie fiom heav’n’s highth 
All these our motions vain sees and derides , 

ISTot moie almighty to resist our might, 

Than wise to finstrate all our plots and wiles 
Shall wc then live thus vile, th’ race of heav n. 

Thus ti am pled thus expell d, to suffei hei e 
Chains and these torments ^ better theve than woiso 
By my adviee , since fate inevitable 
Subdues us, and omnipotent deciee, 

Q he victoi’s will To suffer, as to do, 

Our strength is equal, noi the law unjust 
lhat so ordains this was at first resolved, 

If we were wise u gainst so great a foe 
Contending and so doubtful what might fall 
I laugh when those who at the speni are bold 
And ventious, if that fail them, shiink and fear 
What yet they know must follow, to endure 
Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain, 

The sentence of their conqueror this is now 
Our doom, which if we can sustain and bear. 

Our supreme foe in time may much lemit 

His angei, and perhaps thus far removed 

Not mind ns not offending satisfied 

With what IS punish’d whence these i aging fires 

Will slacken, if his breath stir not their fiames 

Our purer essence then will overcome 

Then noxious vapour, or enured not feel , 

Or changed at length, and to the place conform’d 
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In temper and m nature, will receive 
Familial tlie fierce heat, and void of pain , 

This horror will glow mild, this daikness light 
Besides what hope the never ending flight 
Of future days may bnng, what chance, what change 
Woith waiting, since our present lot appeals 
Foi haxipy though but ill, for ill not worst, 

If we procure not to ourselves more woe 
Thus Belial with words cloth’d in reason’s garb 
Counsell d ignoble ease, and peaceful sloth. 

Not peace and after him thus Mammon spake 
Eithci to disenthrone the King of heav n 
We war, if war be best or to regain 
Our own right lost Him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when everlasting I ate shall yield 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the strife 
The foi mcr vain to hope argues as vain 
The latter foi what place can be for us 
Within heav n’s bound, unless hcav n’s Lord supieme 
We over[)owei ? supjiose He should relent 
And publish grace to all, on promise made 
Of new subjection , with what eyes could we 
Stand m hib presence humble, and receive 
Strict laws imposed, to celebrate his throne 
With warbled hymns, and to his Godhead biiig 
Foiced hallelujahs , while he loidly sits 
Our envied Sgv’reign, and his altar breathes 
Ambiosial odours and ambrosial flowers, 

Our servile offerings? This must be our task 
In heav’n, this our delight , how wearisome 
Eternity so spent in worship paid 
To whom we hate ' Let us not then pursue 
By force impossible, by leave obtain d 
7naccei^table, though in heav’n, our state 
©f splenhid vassalage, but rather seek 
Our own good from ourselves, and from our own 
Live to ourselves, though in this vast recess. 

Free, and to none accountable, pieferrmg 
Hai d liberty before the easy yoke 
Of servile pomp Oui greatness will appear 
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Then most conspicnons, when ^eat things of small, 
Useful of hurtful, prosperous of adverse. 

We can create, and in what place so e er 
Tliiive undei evil, and work ease out of pam 
Through labour and endurance This deep world 
Of darkness do we dread ? how oft amidst 
Thick clouds and dark doth heav’n’s all ruling Sire 
Choose to reside, his glory unobscured, 

And with the majesty of darkness round 

Covers his throne,' fiom whence deep thunders roar 

Must ring their rage and heav n resembles hell P 

As He our daikness, cannot we His light 

Imitate when we pleas© this desert soil 

Wants not her hidden lustre, gems and gold, 

Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raise 
Magnificence , and what can hcav n shew more ^ 

Our torments also may in length of time 
Become our elements, these pieicmg fires 
As soft as now severe, our temper changed 
Into their temper, which must needs lemovo 
The sensible of pain All things invite 
To peaceful counsels, and the settled state 
Of Older, how in safety best we may 
Compose oui present evils, with regard 
Of what we aie and were, dismissing quite 
All thoughts of wai Ye have what I advise 
He scarce had finish’d, when such muimur fill’d 
Th assembly, as when hollow rocks letain 
The sound of blustering winds, which all night long 
Had roused the sea, now with hoarse cadence lull 
Sea faiing men o er watch’d whose bark by chance 
Or pinnace anchors in a craggy bay 
Aftei the tempest such applause was heard 
A s Mammon ended, and his sentence pleased, 
Advising peace for such another field 
They dreaded woise than hell so much th© fear 
Of thundei and the sword of Michael 


Psalm SVlii 11-13 , xcvii 2 
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Wrouglit still witliin tliem , and no less desire 
To found tins nether empire, which might rise. 

By policy and long piocess of time, 

In emulation opposite to hea\ *n 

Which when Beelzebub percen ed, th^,n whom, 

Satan except, none higher sat, with giavo 
Aspect he rose, and in his rising seem d 
A pillar of state deep on his fiont engia\en 
Dehberation sat and public care, 

And princely counsel in his face yet shone, 

Majestic though in ruin s ige lie stood. 

With Atlantean^ shoulders fit to beai 

weight of mightiest monarchies , his look 
Diew ludience ind ittention still is night 
Or summer s noon tide in while thus he spake 
Ihrones and impcii il Poweis, ofFspimg of hew n, 
Ethcieal Virtues , or these titles now 
Must we renounce, and changing style be call d 
Princes of hell ? foi so the popul ir vote 
Inclines, heie to continue and build up here 
A gro \ing cmpiie Doubtless , while we dream, 
And know not that the King of hea\ n h ith doo n d 
This place oui dungeon not oui safe leticit 
Beyond his potent arm to live exempt 
From heave’n s high ]urisdiction in new league 
Banded against his throne, but to lemaiii 
In strictest bondage, though thus far removed. 
Under the inevitable curb re^ciw d 
His captive multitude for he, be suie. 

In hightli or depth, still first end last will icigu 
Sole King, and of his kingdom lose no pait 
By oni revolt, but over hell extend 
His empire, and with iron sceptre lule. 

Us heie, e $ with his golden those in heav n 
What sit we then pi ejecting peace and wai 
War hath determined us, and foil’d with loss 
Irreparable , terms of peace yet none 

* AtloB was fabled to bavo bold tbe heavens on bis fobuuklcif? 

» Psalm li 9 
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Yoticlisafed or sought , for what peace will bo giv n 
To us enslaved, but custody severe, 

And stripes, and arbitrary punishment 
Inflicted ? and what peace can we leturn, 

But to our powei hostility and hate, 

Untamed reluctance, .^nd levenge, though slow, 
Yet ever plotting how the conqueior least 
May leap his conquest, and may least rejoice 
In doing what wo most in suffering feci ^ 

Nor will occasion want nor shall we need 
With dangerous expedition to invade 
Heav’n, vhose high walls fear no assault, or sage. 
Or ambush from tfee deeji What if v e find 
Some easier cnterjnize ^ There is a place, 

(If ancient and prophetic f ime in heav’n 
Err not,) another world, the hapjjy seat 
Of some new lace call d Man about this time 
To be created like to us, though less 
In power ind excellence, but favoui d moic 
Of Him who rules above, so was IIis will 
Pronounced among the Gods and by an oath 
That shook heav’n’s whole circumfeienct conhim d 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to leain 
What creatures there inh ibit, of wh it mould 
Or substance how endued, and whit then power, 
And where then weakm ss how attempted 1 est, 

By force or subtilty Though hcav n be shut, 

And heav n’s high Aibitrator sit sccuie 
In his own strength, this place may he exj^ o^cd. 
The utmost boi del of his kingdom, left 
To their defence who hold it heie perhajis 
Some advantageous act may be achieved 
By sudden onset, eithei with hell fii e 
To waste his whole creation, or possess 
All as our own, and drive as we were driven 
The puny habitants or if not drive, 

Seduce them to oui party that then God 
May piove their foe and with lepenting li ?nd 
Abolish his own worl s This would smqm^a 
Common reienge, and intendpt his joy 
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In onr confusion, and our joy upraise 
In his disturbance , when his darling sons. 

Hurl d headlong to partake with ul, shall curse 
Their frail ongiual, and faded bliss, 

Faded so soon Advise if this be woith 
Attempting, or to sit in darkness heie 
Hatching vain empires — Thus Beelzebub 
Pleaded his devilish counsel, first devised 
By Satan, and in part proposed , foi whence, 

Put from tlu author of all ill, could spring 
f o deep a malice to confound the race 
Of maiikiiKt in one root, and earth with hell 
To mingle and involve, done all to sjuti 
The great Creatoi ? but their spite still selves 
His glory to augment Tlie bold design 
Pleased liighly those infernal states, and joy 
S^iarkled in all then eyes , with full assent 
They vote whereat his speeeh he thus lenews 
Well have j e judged, well ended long debate, 

Synod of Gods, and, like to what j e are, 

Gieat things resolved , which fiom the lowest deep 
Will once more lift us up, in spite of fate, 

Hearei our ancient seat , perhaps in view 

Of those bright confines, whence with neighbouring aims 

And oiiportune excursion we may chance 

Be enter heav’n or else in some mild zone 

Dwell, not uii\isited of heav’n’s fair light 

Secure, and at the bright’ning oiient beam 

Purge off this gloom , the soft delicious air 

To heal the scai of these eonosive fires 

Shall breathe her balm But fiist whom shall we send 

In seaich of this new world P whom shall we find 

Sufficient P who shall tempt with wand’ring feet 

The dark unbottom’d infinite abyss. 

And through the palpable obscure find out 
His uncouth way, or spread hxs airy flight, 

Upborne with indefatigable wings, 

Over the vast abrupt, ere he arrive^ 


* An old Engltrh Idiom ~ See Shakee^Hjaro s ffem v } I Part in Act v 
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Tlie liappy isle ? ’ what strength, what art can then 
Suffice, or what evasion bear him safe 
Through the strict^seiitnes and stations thick 
Of angels watching round? heie he had need 
All ciicumspection, and we now no less 
Choice in our suffrage , for on whom we send 
The weight of all, and our last hojic, relics 
This said, he sat, and expectation held 
Tlia look susijense, awaiting who appeal d 
To second, oi oppose, or undcitake 
The peiilous attempt but all sat mute, 

Pondciing the dangei with deep thoughts , an^ each 
In others count nance read his own dismay 
Astonish d , none imong the clioice and prime 
Of those heav’n waning champions could be found 
So haidy, as to pi offer or accept 
Alone the dreadful voyage , till at last 
Satan, whom now transcendent glory raised 
Above Ills fellows, with monaichal pride, 

Conscious of highest woith, unmoved thus spake 
O Piogeny of heav’n, empyieal Thiones, 

With reason hath deep silence and demur 
Seized us though undismay d long is the way 
And haid, that out of hell lexds up to hght, 

Oui prison strong , this huge convex of fire, 
Outrageous to devour, immuies us lound 
Ninefold, and gates of burning adamant 
Bari’d o\er us prohibit all egress 
These piss'd, if any pass, the void profound 
Of unessential night receives him next 
Wide gaping, and with utter loss of being 
Threatens him, plunged in that abortive gulf 
If thence he 'scajie into whatever world, 

Oi unknown region, what remains him less 
Than unknown dangers and as hard escape ? 

But I should ill btcome this throne, O Peers, 

And this imperial sov’reigiity, adorn’d 

With splendour, arm’d with power, if aught proposed 


I The earth surroimdod by air 


8 Void of being 
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And judged of public moment, in the shape 
Of difficulty or danger, could deter 
Me from attempting Wherefore do I a&sunio 
These royalties, and not lefuse to reign, 

Kefasing to accept as great a share 
Of hazard as of honour, due alike 
To him who reigns, and so much to him due 
Of hazaid more, as he aboio the rest 
High honour’d sits ? Go, theiefore, mighty Powers, 
Tenor of heav’n though fall’n ^ intend at home, 
While heie shall he our home, what best may ease 
present miseiy, and rcndei hell 
More toleiable, if thcie be enre or charm 
To icspite, or deceive, oi slack the pain 
Of this ill mansion Intermit no watch 
Against a 'wakeful foo, whne 1 abioad 
Thiough all the coasts of dark destruction seek 
Heluerance for us all this enterprize 
None shall p iitake with me Ti hus saying rose 
The mon uch and prevented all reply , 

Piudont, lest from his resolution laised 
Otliris among the chief might offei now. 

Certain to be lefused, what erst they fcai’d , 

And so lefused might in opinion stand 
His rivxls winning cheap the high repute. 

Which h( thiough hazard huge must earn But they 

Dreided not moie the adventure, than his voice 

Forbidding , and at once with him they rose 

Their rising all at once was as the sound 

Of thunder heard i emote Towards him they bend 

With awful reverence prone, and as a God 

Fixtol him equal to the highest in heav’n 

Nor fail d they to express how much they praised, 

That for the general safety he despised 

His own , for neithei do the spirits damn’d 

Lose all their virtue, lest bad men should boast 

Their specio\is deeds on earth, which gloiy excites. 

Or close ambition varnish’d o’er with zeal 
Tims they their doubtful consultations dark 
Snded, fejoicmg in their matchless chief 


in 
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As when from mountain tops the dusky clouds 
Ascending, while the north wind sleeps, o’erspread 
Heav n’s cheeiful face, the low’niig element 
Scowls o’er the daiken’d landscape snow, or shoviei , 

If chance the radiant sun with faiewell sweet 
Extend his evening beam, the fields levive, 

The birds their notes renew, and bleating heids 
Attest their joy, that hill and valley rings 
0 shame to men ’ devil with dt\ il damn d 
Film concord holds men only disagice 
Of cieaturcs rational though undei liope 
Of heav’nly gi ace , and God procUiming peace, 

Yet live in hatred, enmity and stiife 
Among themselves, and levy cruel vvais, 

Wasting the eaith, each other to destioy ^ 

As if, which might induce us to accoid, 

Man had not hellish foes enow besides, 

That day and night for his destruction wait 
The Stygian council thus dissolved , and foith 
In order came the giand infernal peers , 

Midst came then mighty pai amount, and seem’d 
Alone the antagonist of he iv’n, nor less 
Than hell b dread emperor, with pomp supreme 
And God like imitated state him lound 
A globe of fiery Seraphim inclosed 
With bright emblazonry and horient* arms 
Then of their session ended they bid cry 
With trumpets regal sound the great result 
Towaid the four winds four speedy Cherubim 
Put to their mouths the sounding alchymy,*^ 

By heralds’ voice explain’d the hollow abyss 
Heard far and wide, and all the host of hell 
With deaf mng shout return’d them loud acclaim 

Thence moie at ease then minds, and somewhat lai^ed 
By false presumptuous hope, the ranged Powers 
Disband, and wand’ring each his several way 


I An alluaion to the age of civil strife 
and controversies m which Miltons lot 
was cast 


2 Bristling 

8 Gold or silver trumpets Heralds 
alchemy would toe ‘ or and argent 
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Pursues, as inclination or sad choice 
Leads him peiplex*d, where he may liveliest find 
Truce to his restless thoughts, and entertain 
The irksome hours, till his great chief return 
Part, on the plain oi in the air subhme, 

Upon the wing or in swift lace contend, 

As at the Olympian games, or Pythian fields 
Part curb their fiery steeds, oi shun the goal 
With rapid wheels, or fionted biigades form 
As when to warn proud cities ar appears 
Waged in the troubled sk;>,* and armies iii'sh 
To oattle in the clouds, before each lan 
Prick foith the aery knights, and couch then spcais 
Till thickest legions close , with feats of arms 
Prom either end of heav’n •♦he welkin burns 
Others with vast Tjphoean rage more fell 
Pend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 
In whirlwind ^ hell scaice holds the wild upioai 
As when Alcides^ from COlch iha ciown d 
With conquest felt th envenom d robe, and toio 
Throi gh ]3ain up by the roots Thessalian pines, 
And Lichas from the top of Oita threw 
Into th Euboic sea Otheis moie mild, 

Retreated in a silent valley, sing 
With notes angelical to many a harp 
Their owi heioic deeds and hapless fall 
By doom of battle , and complain that f ite 
Pi ee virtue should enthral to force or chance 
Then song was partial, but the haimony. 

What could it less when spirits immoital sing ? 
Suspended hell, and took with ravishment 
The thronging audience In discourse more sw cet, 
For eloquence the soul, song charms the sense. 


' These appearances m the clouds 
have been frequently recorded On the 
Mont dOr the night before the bittlo 
m which Philip von Arte veldt w is 
killed an armed host was seen con 
tending in the sky 
“ Alluding to the war of the Titans 
3 Hercules, named Alcidee after his 
grandfather, Aleeua On his return 


from the conquest of CEchalia a city 
of Boeotia ho received from his wife 
the envenomed robe of the C entaur It 
clung to him and could only be removed 
with the flesh In his agony the demi 
god tore up pines by the loots and 
thiew Lichas the messenger who had 
brought him the lobe from the t«p of 
Mount CEta into the Lubean Sea 

I 
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Others apart sat on a hill retired, 

In thoughts more elevate, and reason’d high 
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, 
Fix’d fate, free will, foicknowledge absolute, 
And found no end, in wand’iing mazes lost 
Of good and evil much they ngued then, 

Of happiness and fin il miseiy, 

Passion and apathy, and glory ind shame, 
Vain wisdom all, and false jihilosophy 
Yet with i pleising sorceiy could ch inn 
Pain foi a while or anguish and excite 
iallacious hope, or aim th obduied bit ist 
With stubborn piticnce is with triplt steel 
Anothti pait in squadrons and gioss binds, 
On bold adventure to discover wide 


Ihat dismal world, li any clime ptihaps, 

Might yield them casiei habitation, btiid 
Pour ways then liying mucb along the banks 
Of foui inftinil iivcis tint disgoige 
Into the burning lake Ihcii biltful streams , 
Abhorred Styx,’ the iiood ot dc idly h itc 
Sad Aolicion of soriow, black md deep 
Cocytus, named of lamentation loud 
Heaid on the lueful stmm , fierce Phkgetbon, 
Whose waves ot torrent fire inflame with lagc 
Fai oft from these a slow and silent stieam, 
Lethe th^ iiver of oblivion, lolls 
Hei witiy labyrinth, whereof who drinks, 
Foitliwith his former state and being forgets, 
Foigets both joy and grief, pleasuie, and pain 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies, dark and wild, beat with peipetual storms 
Of whirlwind and due hail, which on him land 
Thaws not, but gatheis heap, and ruin seems 
Of ancient pile , ail else deep snow and ice , 

A gulf profound as that Strbomon bog 


1 The names and qu*ilitics o£ these 
riveis are all taken fiom the Greek 
mythology 

« Serbonia was a huge bog in Egypt 
sometimes so coYei'ed with sand as to 


be indistinguishable from the land It 
■w as 200 jEurlongs long and 1 000 round 
Damietta was a city on on© of th© 
eastern mouths of the Nil© 
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Betwixt Damidta and mount Casius old, 

Where aimits -whole have sunh the paichmg air 
Burns frore,^ and cold peiform^ th’ cfftct of hre, 

Thither by harpy footed Fanes haled 
At certain revolutions all the d imn d 
Alt brought , and fed by turns the bitter change 
Of fieice extremes, extremes by change more fierce, 

Fiom beds of i aging hie to starve m ice 
Then soft ( theieal warmth, and there to [)ine 
Immo\abl(, infix d, and fiozen lound, 

Periods tunc , tin nee hurried baek to fire 
Ihey Iciry o ei this Lethe ui sound 
Both to and fio their soriow to augment 
And wish and btiuj^gle, as they pa‘'^ to reach 
The tempting btreani, with one bin ill drop to lose 
In sweet forgetfulness all pain and moc 
A ll in one moment, and so near the ]>nnk 
But fate withstands, and to oppose th attempt 
Medusa with Goigoman terror guards 
The hid, and of itself the -ivatei flies 
All ta uc of In mg wight, as once it fled 
The lip of I autalus Thus roving on 
Tn eonfubed m irch forlorn th advent lous bands, 

With bhudd’iing honor pale, and eyes ighast, 

View’d fust their lamentable lot and found 
No rest through many a dark and diexry vale 
They pass’d, and many a legion dolorous, 

O’er many a frozen many a fury Alj*, 

Eocks, eaves, lakes, fens, bogs dens, and shades of death, 
A universe of death, which God by curse 
Created evil, for evil only good. 

Where all life dies, death lives and nature breeds, 
Perverse all monstious, all prodigious things, 

Abommab e, inntterable, and worse 

Than fables yet have feign’d or fear conceived, 

Corgons, and Hydras, and Chimagras ^ dire 


* Frostily See Ecclus xUi 20 21 
2 Medusa was a Gordon of boir; 
beauty who bad the power of tumir 
those who gazed oa her mte stoa 


rorgetfulnc&s tould never be perjinttod 
to the lost spmts 

® Monsters of the heathen mythology 
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Meanwliile the adversaiy of God and man, 

Satan, with thoughts inflamed of highest design, 

Puts on swift wings, and toward the gates of hell 
Explores his solitary flight , sometimes 
He scours the right hand coast, sometimes the left , 
Now shaves with level wmg the deep, then soars 
Up to the fiery concave towering high 
As when far off at sea a fleet descried 
Hangs in the clouds, by equinocti il winds 
Close sailing from Bengala oi the isles 
Of Ternate and Tidore, ‘ whence mei chants bring 
Their spicy diugs they on the tiading flood 
Through the wide -^Ethiopian to the Cape 
Ply, stemming nightly toward the pole so seem’d 
Ear off the flying fiend At last appear 
Hell bounds, high reaching to the horiid roof, 

And thrice threefold the gates, thieo folds were brass, 
Three non, thiee of adamantine roclv. 

Impenetrable, impaled with cii cling fiie 
Yet unconsumed Before the gates tlieie sat 
On eithei side i formid ible shape , ” 

The one seem d woman to the waist and f nr, 

But ended foul m many a sedy fold, 

Voluminous and vast, a serpent arm’d 
With mortil sting about hei middle lound 
A Cl y of hell hounds nevei ceasing bark d 
With wide Cerberean^ mouths full loud, and rung 
A hideous peel yet, when they list, would cicep, 

If aught disturb’d their noise, into her womb. 

And kennel theie , yet there still baik d and howl d 
Within unseen Eai less abhorr d than these 
Vex (J 8cylla bathing in the sea that parts 
Calabria from the hoarse Tnnicrian sboie ^ 

Noi uglier follow the Night hag, when call d 


1 Two of the Molucca islands 

2 Hoio bt-gms the famous allegory of 
Milton which is a sort of pai iphrase of 
fet J uncs i 15 Then when lust hath 
conctivccl, it bnngcth forth sin and 
sin when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death 


# 3 Like those of Corbtrui the dog 
with three heads supposed to keep the 
gate of h( 11 

•* limacna was tlie ancient namb for 
feicil> Scjlla and Charjbdis were the 
wlinlpools between it and Italy 
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In seciet iidmg tKiongli the air she comes, 

Lured with the smell of infint blood, to datice 
With Lapland witches, while the laboxinng moon 
Fc^ipses at their charms The other shape, 

If shape it might be call’d, that shape had none 
Distinguishable in member, joint, or limb, 

Oi substance might be call’d thit <«hadow seem d, 

1 or each seem d eithei , black it stood as night, 
Fierce a ten furies ten ible as hell 
And sliool a drexdtul dart , what seem d liis head 
The likeness of a kingly crown had on 
Satan wa^^ now at hand, and liom Ins seat 
The monstir moving onwaid xme as fast 
With hoind stiuh s lull tienihkd ns he stiodi 
Th( und united fiend what thi> niigUt be idmiitd, 
Admired not feu d Uod xnd his So^s e\c(pt, 

(’k itid dung nuight \ lined Ik noi shunn d 
And willi disdiinful look thus last began 
Whence xnd what ait thou, cxcciabh sh ipc 
That dar st though grim and i( inldc, aeh uu e 
Thy miscreated fiont athwart my wiy 
To yondci gite-j? thiough them T nu in to pass, 
That be assuied without 3c we xsk d ol thee 
Letiie, oi t iste thy folly and h arn by iiinot 
Hell boni not to contend with spiiits oi lunv’n 
To whom the goblin full of wi ith leplied 
Art thou that ti xitor angel xit thou ho 
Who fiist broke peace in lieav ii and faith, till then 
Unbroken, and la pioud rebellious aims 
Diew aftei him the thud pirt of heav n’s sons 
Conjured’ xgxinst the Highest, foi which bo^h thou 
And they, outcast from God, aie here condemn d 
To waste eternal days in woe and pxm ? 

And le^kon’st thou thyself with sjuiits of he w n. 
Hell doom’d, and breath’ st defiance here and scorn. 
Where I reign king, and, to eniage thee more. 

Thy king and loid? Back to thv iinshment. 
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False fugitive, and to thy speed add wings, 

Lest with a ^hip of scorpions I puisne 
Thy lingering, or with one stiolce of this dart 
fetiingf horroi seize thee and pings nnfelt before 
So spake the gnsly terroi, and in shape, 

So spealcmg and so threai’ning guw tenfold 
More dreadful and defoim on the other side 
Incensed with indignation Satan stood 
XJntcirifiecI, and like a eomet bnin’d 
That files the length of Ophnicns^ huge 
In til aictie sky and fioni his hoinJ Inn 
Sliikos ptstilcncc and wii Each it the held 
Levclld his (h ullv nm their fitil hands 
TSTo second ^tiokc intend, and such a fiown 
Each cist at the other, as when two black clouds, 
With he IV n s aitillery friught, come rattling on 
Ovei the Caspiin then stand fiont to fiont 
Hov ring a spice till winds the ign il blow 
To ]oin then d i k encounter in mid air 
So frown d the mighiv combatants that hell 
Grew d iikei it tin ii fiown, so m dch’d they Hood, 
For never but once m nc ^ wis either lilo 
To meet so gicat i foe ind now gu it cheds 
Had been uhievcd, \\hei((>f ill hrll had lung 
H id not the snal y orceress that s it 
Fast by hell gate, ind 1 ept the fit il kf';) 

Eis’n iiid with hideous oiitciy lush’d between 
0 fithei, wliit intendbthy hand, she ciied, 

Ag iinst thy only bon ? What fuiy, O son, 
FossebK.cs thee to bend that moital dait 
Against thy father s head ? and know st for whom 
Foi Him who sits ibo\c, and laughs the while 
At thee ordain d His di uclge to execute 
Wliate er His wiatli, winch He calls justice bids , 
His wiaih, which one d ly will destioy ye both 


1 Seipontaniis 'i northern constclli The Ci'^pian is a lornarkably tem 

hon Its length wonl 1 be ibont fortj pestuon*=( sc \ 

degrees Cemots were snppodcd to Jesus c hri i h boio intimated who 

threaten pestilence and war w is to dcs loj dc ith and him thvfc has 

the powei of d ath (II©>) li 14) 
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She spake, and at her words the hellish pest 
Forhoie , then these to her Satan return’d 
So bti an go thy outcry, ind thy woids so stiaiige 
Thou inttrposest, th it my sudden hand 
Prevented spares to tell thee yet by deeds 
W hat jt intends , till first 1 know of thee, 

What thing thou nit, thus double form d and why, 
In this iidi rnal v ilc tirbt met, thou call st 
M( fdtluj, ind that phantism call’st my son 
I knou ihtt not, noi ever saw till now 
Sight more detestable than him ind thee 
To whom thas the porticsb ot liell gate replied 
Hast thou forgot me then, and do I seem 
Hew in thine e>c so toul, oiic( deem’d so fair 
In lu u 11 r' when at th’ assembly ind m sight 
Of dll the seiiphim with thee combined 
Jn bold coiisjnr icy ngiinst hcav n s King, 

All on a sudden niisci iblc pain 
Sarpii/cel thee dim thine eyes iiid di/zy swum 
In d 111 uess, while thy head flames thick and fast 
Thii >v forth, till on the left side op’niiig wide, 

Likcst to thee in hape and countenance bright, 
Then fehinuig hcav’iily fur, a Goddess um’d, 

Out of thy head 1 spuing ^ amazement seized 
All the host of heav’n , back they recoil’d afiaid 
At fiibt and c ill d me fein, and foi i sign 
Portentous held me but familiar giown, 

I pleased, and with atti active graces won 
The most averse, thee chiefly who full oft 
Thyself in me thy perfect image viewing 
Pecam st enamour’d and such joy thou took’st 
W ith me in secret, that my womb conceived 
A glowing burthen Meanwhile war arose, 

And flelds were fought in heaven , wherein remain’d, 
{For Wiiat could else ?) to our almighty foe 
Cleai victoiy, to onr part loss and lout 


’ Tlieallogorj heio f Alowg the Greek 
lable of the birth of }A.mQrv%— ^Wisdom 
-said to have sprung from tlio head ctf 


Jupiter as ^tn is hoie figured to have 
sprung from the head of Satan 
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Throiigli all the empyrean down they fell 
Driv’n headlong from the pitch of heav’n, down 
Into this deep md in the general fall 
I also , at which time this powei fnl key 
Into my hand was giv’n, with charge to keep 
These gates for ever shut, which none can pass 
Without my op’nmg Pensive here I sat 
Alone, but long I f*at not, till my womb, 

Pregnant by thee and now excessive grown, 
Prodigious motion felt md lueftil thioes 
At last this odious oifsjiriiig whom thou secst, 
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way, 

Tore throngh my entiails that with feai and pain 
Distorted all my nether shape thus giew 
Tiansfoim d but he my inbrtd enemy 
Forth issued, blandishing his fatal dirt 
Made to dcstioy ‘ I fled, and cued out Death , 
Hell tremble d at the hideous name, and sigh d 
From all her caves, and back lesonnded De ith 
I fled, but he puisiied, though moie, it seems, 
Inflamed with lust than lage, and swiftei far 
Me overtook his mothci ill dismay d, 

And, 111 embi ices foicible and foul 
Ingend iiug with me, of th it rape begot 
These jelling monsteis that with ceaseless ci y 
Suriound me as thou saw’st, hourly concened 
And hourly born, ivith soirow infinite 
To me , for when they list into the vomb 
That bied them they letnrn, and howl, and gnaw 
My bowels, then lepast, then bui sting foith 
Afresh with conscious terrors vex me louncl 
That rest or intermission none I find 
Before mine eyes in opposition sits 
Gnm Death my son and foe, who sets them on. 
And me his parent would fall soon devour 
For want of othei prey, but that he kno^\s 
His end with mine involved , and knows that I 
Should prove a bitter morsel, and his bane. 


* St James i 15 
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Whenever that shall be , so Fate pronounced 
But thou, O fathei, I forewarn thee, shun 
His deadly arrow , neither vsunly hope 
To be invulnerable in those blight aims. 

Though temper d heavenly , for that moital dint, 

Save he who reigns above, none can resist 
She hnish d, and the subtle fiend his loie 
Soon le irn d, now milder, and thus answer’d smooth 
Hear d uighter, since thou claim st me foi thy sire 
And my fm son heie show’st me, the dear pledge 
01 d dliance had with thee in heaven, and joys 
Then swcft now sad to mention through due change 
Befall n us, unfort seen unthought of, know 
1 eon < iu> enemy, but to set free 
From out this dark and dumal house of pam, 

Both him and thee, and all the heav’nly host 
Of siuiits that, m our just pietences atm d. 

Fell with us from on high fiom them I go 

Tins untouth ciiand sole, and one loi all 

M>self expose with lonely stejis to ticad 

Th unfounded deep, and thiough the void iinmt nse 

'lo seal eh with wandeimg quest a place foietold 

Should be, and, by concunmg signs, ere now 

Cieated \ ist and round, a place of bliss 

In the piiiheus of heaven, and thcioin placed 

A race of upstart creatines, to supply 

Perhaps oui la^ant room, though moie removed, 

Lest heav n sui charged with potent multitude 
Might hap to move new bi oils Be tins, or aiigbt 
Than this more secret, now designed, I haste 
To know, and, this once known, shall soon retuin 
And bring ye to the place where thou and Heath 
Shab dwell at ease and up and down unseen 
Wing ilently the buxom air, imbalm’d 
With odours , there ye shall be fed and fill’d 
Immeasurably, all things shall be your piey 

He ceased, for both seem’d highly pleased, and Heath 
Gnnn’d horrible a ghastly smile, to hear 
His famine should be fill’d, and blest his maw 
Destined to that good hour no less rejoiced 
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His motlier bad, and thus bespake her sire 
The key of this infernal pit by due, 

A nd by command of heav n s all powerful King, 

1 keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
These adamantine gates , against all foi ce 
Heath ready st nids to inteipose his dart, 
hYailtss 1o be o’crmatch’d by Ining might 
But what owe I to his commands ibovc. 

Who hates me, intl hath hithti thrust me down 
Into this gloom of I'ai tarns piofonnd. 

To sit in hateful office, heie (onfmed, 

Inh ibitant of heaven and heav iily bom. 

Hen in perpetual agony and pain 

With terrois and with clamours compass’d round 

Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed r* 

Thou ait my fathei, thou my authoi fhou 
My being gav’st mo, whom should I obey 
But thee ? whom follow? thou wilt bring me soon 
To tint new woild of light and bliss nmong 
The Gods who lue it ease, wheie I shall leig i 
At thy right hand voluptuous, as beseems 
Thy daughter and thy darling without end 
Thus saying from her side the fatal key, 

Sad mstiument of all our ^^oo she took, 

And towards the gate rolling her bestial tiain, 
Foithwith the huge poitcullis high up elrew. 

Which but herself not ill the Stygian poweis 
Could once have moved , then in the keyhole turns 
Tld in tried te waids, and e\ery bolt and bar 
Of massy non oi solid rock with ease 
Unfastens on a sudden open fly 
With impetuous recoil and j iiiiiig sound 
Th* infernal doors, and on their hinges gi ate 
Harsh thundei , that the lowest bottom shook 
Of Eiebus She open’d, hut to shut 
Exceird her powei , the gates wide open stood, 

That with extended wings a banner’d host 
Under spread ensigns marching might pass thiough 
With horse and chariots rank d m loose array, 

So wide they stood, and like a furnace mouth, 
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C^st fortli redounding smoke and ruddy flame 
Befoie their e^es in sudden view appear 
The seciets of the hoary deep a daik 
Illimitable ocean, without bound, 

Without dimeuision whtie length, Ineidih, and highth, 
And time and place are lost , whore eldest Night 
And CKaos, anccstois of Nature * hold 
rteiml inarchy amuKt the noise 
Of endl< bs wars, and by confusion stand 
Fei hot cold moist, and dry, four clmnipions ficice, 
htri\e hero for inisthy and to battle bung 
ir i iil)i \ on atoms , they iround the fi ig 
Of each hib faction, in tneii semal clans, 

Light nm d or ho ivy, sharp smooth, swift, or slow. 
Swarm populous unnumhoi d as the sands 
Of Barca or C^reno ton id soil 

L( vied to side with warring winds, and poise 
Their lighter wings To whom these most adlien , 

He lules i moment, Chaos nmpiie sits, 

And by decision more imbioils the fray 
B> which he reigns next him high aibitei 
Chance governs all Into this wild abyss, 

The womb of nature and perhaps her gra^c, 

Of neither sea, nor shore, noi air, nor hie 
But all these in their pregnant causes mix d 
ConfusVll’y, and which thus must ever hght, 

Unless th almighty Maker them ordain 
His daik mateiials to cieate more worlds, 

Into this wild alyss the wary hend 

Stood on the bunk of hell, and look’d a while, 

Pondeiing his voyage, for no narrow frith 
He had to cioss Noi was his ear less peal’d 
With noibes loud and ruinous, to compare 
Gieat things with small, than when Bellona stoims, 
With It ! her battering engines bent to rase 
Some capital city , or less than if this frame 


* All the ancients believed that nm'^ and that Chaos (or confusion) was 

tor aarknoss) existed from the befcin lb«oiii,m<f ill things 

» A city naid piovince of I ibya 
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Of heav’n were falling, and these elements 
In mutiny had from hei axle torn 
The stedfast earth At last his sail broad vans 
He spreads foi flight, and in the surging smobe 
Uplifted spurns the ground, thence many a kague 
As in a clouded chair ascending ndes 
Audacious , but, that seat soon failing meets 
A \ ast vacuity ill un iwaies 
Flutt’nng his pennons vam plumb down he drops 
Ten thousand f ithom deeji, and to this hour 
Down Ind been f illmg had not by ill chance 
The strong lebiiff of some tumultuous cloud 
Instinct with fiio and mtie huniod him 
As many miles aloft that fuiy stiy d, 

Quenched in a boggy Syrtis neither sea, 

Nor good dry land nigh foundeied on h( f lies, 
Tieading the crude consistence half on foot, 

Half flying, behoves him now both on and siil 
As when a gryphon' tliiough the wildeintss 
With winged couise oei hill oi rnooiy dale 
Pursues the Arimaspian,'* who by stc ilth 
Had from lus wal eful custody puiloin d 
The guiided gold so eageily the hend 
0 ei bog or steej) thiongh sti ut lough, dense, or i ni, 
With head, hands wings oi feet pursues his w i} 

And swims, oi sinl s oi wades, or creeps oi flies 
At length a univeisil huhhub wild 
Of stunning sounds and \oices all confused. 

Borne through the hollow daih, assaults his eai 
With loudest vehemence thither he plies. 

Undaunted to meet there whatever power 
Or spiiit of the netheiinost abyss 
Might m that noise reside of whom to ask 
Which way the nearest coast of daikness lies, 
Bordeiing on light, when straight behold the throne 
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion spread 


1 Gryphon *1 fabulous cieatuie a lion 
witb an tagle s hoad, said to guai d gold 
mines 

» The Anmaspians were % one ejtd 


people of Sej thia "who took gold when 
they could get it fiom the grjrphons 
n lio guarded it See Plmy s Natural 
Histoiy lib vii c 2 
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Wide on the wasteful Deep with him enthroned 
Sat sable vested Night, eldest of things 
The con SOI t of his reign , and by them stood 
Orcns and Ades,* and the dieadcd name 
Of Demogorgon Bumor next, and Chance, 

And Tumult, and Confusion, all imbroil d, 

And Discord with i thousand various mouths 
lo whom Satan turning boldly, thus — Ye Poweis, 
And Spints of tins nethermost abyss, 

Chaos and ancient Night, I come no sp 3 , 

AVith purpose to explore oi to distuib 

The sccicts of your realm, but by constiaiut. 

Wand ring this duil some deseit, as my way 
Lies thiough 3 our spacious empire up to light. 

Alone, and vithout guide, halt lost, I seek 

What leadiest pith leads whcie youi gloomy bounds 

(^onfine with heav 11 , or if some othei place. 

From your dominion won th cthoieal King 
Possesses lately, thither to ariive 
I tr ivcl this profound , direct my course , 

Diicctcd, no mean lecompenso it brings 
To youi behoof it I that legion lost. 

All usurpation thence expcll d, reduce 
To her original daikness and youi sway, 

Which IS my present journey, and once more 
Erect the stindaid there of ancient Night, 

Yours be th’ advantage all, mine the ic\enge 
Thus Satan, and him thus the Aiiiich old. 

With talt’img speech ind visage incomposed, 

Answei d I know thee, sti ingei who thou art. 

That mighty leading angel, who of 1 ile 

Made head against heav’n’s King though oveithixiw'' 

I saw and heard, foi such a numeious host 

Pled not tn silence through the fnghted deep, 

With luin upon rum, lout on rout. 

Confusion woi se confounded , and heav n gates 
Pour’d out by millions her victoiious bands 


^ Orebus Pluto Ados a personification, 
dark place — Eichaedson 


2 \ fiend ^vhoBcvcij naraetboboatbon 
ftaied to pronounce 
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Pui suing I upon my frontiers here 
Keep residence , if all I can will serve, 

That little which is left so to defend, 

Encroach’d on still through your intestine bioils 
Weak’ning the sceptre of old Night first hell 
Your dungeon, stretching far and wide beneath, 

Now lately heaven and earth another world, 

Hung o’er my realm, link’d in a golden chain 
To that side hcav’n fiom whence your legions fell 
If that way be your walk, you have not far, 
ho rnuoh the nearer danger go and speed , 

Havock, and spoil, and ruin aie my gam 
He ceased , and Satan stay d not to leply. 

But glad that now his sea should find a shore, 

With fresh alacrity and force renew’d 
Spiings upward, like a pyiamid of fire. 

Into the wild expanse, and through the shock 
Of fighting elements, on all sides loimd 
Em iron d, wins his way, haider beset 
And moie cndangei d, than when Argo^ pass d 
Through Bosphorus betwixt the justling rocks 
Or when Ulysses on the larboaid shunned 
Charybdis, and b}* th’ other whiilpool steel’d, 

So he with difficulty and labour hard 
Moved on, with difficulty and labour he , 

But he once past, soon after when man fell, 

Stiange alteration ^ Sin and Death amain 
Following his track, such was the will of Heav n, 

Paved after him a broad and beaten way 
Over the dark abyss, whose boiling gulf 
Tamely endured a bridge of wond rous length, 

From hell continued reaching th’ utmost oib 
Of this frail world , by which the spirits perverse 
With easy intercourse pass to and fro 
To tempt or punish mortals, except whom 
God and good Angels guard by special grace 
But now at last the sacred influence 

1 The ship m which Jason and his companions {failed to fetch the golden tcece 
from Colchis m the Black Sea 
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Of light appeals, and from the walls of hcav’n 
Shoots far into the bosom of dim Night 
K. glmmiermg dawn hue Natiiie first begins 
Her futhest verge and Chaos to ictno 
As from her outmost works, a broken foo, 

With tumult less and with kss hostile din, 

That Satan with h ss toil and now with c isc 
Waft<4 on the calmei ■wa\e by dubious light. 

And like a weathei beaten \ ( sstl holds 
Gladly ihi poit though shiouds and tackle tom, 
Oi m the emptiei i\astG, lesembling an. 

Weighs his spread vmgs at leisure to behold 
Far oft th’ cmp’^ml heav n, extended wide 
Tn ciicuit iindetumnud squiie or round, 

With opal tosveis and baltk muits adoin d 
Of hving saiiphire, once his native. s( it, 

And fist by hanging in a golden cliuii 
This pend lilt world ‘ in bigness is a 1 ii 
Of smallest rn ignitude close by the moon 
Tlnthei full fraught ^/lth mischievous icvcnge, 
Accursed, and m a cursf d hour, he hies 


1 Sco il/cftsio f /(?} Mcaswe Act m Sc 1 
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BOOK III 

The Argument 

God silting on his throne sees Satan fljiiif, tow irds this world then newly created 
shows him to the bon m ho s it it his light hand foretells the success of S itan in 
pcrvoiting miukind clcus his own justice and wisdom from all imputation having 
created Man fiec and able enough to h ive withstood his tempter jet declares his 
purpose of grai c towards him in legiid he fell not of his own malice as did batin 
out by him seduced The bon of Cod rcndcis praises to his Father for the mam 
festatirn of his giicious pin peso towiids Min but God i^^aiii declares that grace 
cannot be extended towiids M lu without tbo sitisfaction of divine justice Man 
hath offended tlic majesty of God by aspiring to Godhead and thcrefoie Tilth all 
his pi ogony devoted to death must die unless some one can be found sufficient to 
answer for his offence and undcigo his punibhuicnt The bon of God freely offeis 
himself a ransom for Man the I ithci accepts him ord uns his incarnation pro 
nounces his ex iltation above all names in heiven and ciith commands ill the 
Angels to idoic him they obey and hymning to then haips in full choir celebrate 
the Father and the bon Mem while batm alights upon the bare convex of this 
woilds outermost oib whoic wandering he fiist finds a idice since called the 
Limbo of Vanity what pci sons and thm^s fly up thither thence comes to the gate 
of heaven described ascending by stuis and the waters above the firmament that 
flow about it his passage thciuc to the oib of the sun ho finds there Uriel the 
regent of that oib but first changes himself into tbo shape of a meaner angel 
and protending a zealous desire to behold the new ere itiori and M in whom God had 
placed here inquires of him the pi ice of his habitation and is directed alights 
first on Mount Nijih ites 

Hut holy light, ofFbpiing of heav’ai hrst born 

Or of th’ Eternal co eternal beam 

May I express thee nnblamcd P since Gon is light, ^ 

And never but in unaiiproached light 
Dwelt from eteinity, dwelt then in thee, 

Bright effluence ot blight essence incicate 
Ol hear st thou rathei pure ethere il stream, 

Whose fountain who shall tell before the sun, 

Before the heavens thou wert, and at the voice 
Of Gon, as with a mantle, didst inyest 
The rising woild of w iters dark and deep, 

Won from the void and formless infinite 
Thee I levisit now with bolder wing, 

Escaped the Stygian pool, though long detain’d 
In that obscure sojourn, while in my flight 
Through utter and through middle darkness borne, 

With othex notes, than to th’ Orphean lyre,** 

addressing her as Mother of gods and 
men 


1 1 St John i 5 1 Tim vi 16 

3 Job xxxvm 19 

» Orpheus wiote a hymn to Night 
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T'sung of Chaos and eternal Night, 

Taught by the heav nly Muse to venture down 
T^ie dark descent and up to reascend, 

Though hard and rare thee t revisit safe, 

And feel thy sov rtign vital lamp , but thou 
Revibit st not thebc eyes, that loll m vain 
To find thy piercing rav, and find no dawn 
So thick 1 drop senne* h ith quench’d their orbs, 
Or din suffusion veil d Yet not the moie 
Oea&e 1 to wander where the Muses haunt 
Clear spring oi shady gio\e or sunny hill 
Smit witli the love of sacicd song, but chief 
Thee Sion and the flowery brooks beneath 
That wash th^ hallow d ft( t and warbling flow, 
Nightly 1 Msit, noi sometimes foiget 
Those othci two equill d with me in fate 
So weie I equal! d with them in renown, 

Blind Thamyris** and blind Meonides,"* 

And Tiu Kids'* and Phineus prophets old 
Then feed on thoughts thet voluntary move 
Harmonious numbeis , as the wakeful biul 
Sings darkling, and in shadiest co\cit hid 
Tunes her nocturnal note thus with the ycai 
Seasons return, but not to me returns 
Day, or the sweet approach of even or morn 
Or sight of vernal bloom, or summer’s rose 
Or flocks, or herds, oi human face divine , 

But cloud instead, and ever during dark 
Surrounds me, from the cheerful ways of men 
Cut off and for the book of knowledge fair 
Presented with a universal blank 
Of nature’s works to me expunged and rased, 

And wisdom at one entrance quite shut out 

So mu^h the rather thou celestial Light 

Shine inward, and the xnind through all her powers 


> Miltons blindness was caused bv 

ffitta firtta ^ 

* A Thracian who invented the Doric 

measure —Newton 


® Homer 

* A blind Theban piophet — Newion 

* Kuig of Arcadia.— Newton 
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Irradiate, there plant eyes, all mist from thence 
Purge and disperse, that I may see and tell 
Of things invisible to mortal sight 
Now had the Almighty Father from above. 
From the pure empyrean where he sits 
High throned above ail highth, bent down his eye. 
His own works and their woiks at once to view 
About him all the sanctitiLS of heaven 
Stood thick as stars and from his sight received 
Beatitude past utterance , on his nght 
The radiant image pf his gloiy sat 
His only Son on earth He first beheld 
Our two first parents, yet the only two 
Of mankind, in the happy garden placed, 

Heaping immortal fiuits of ]oy and love. 
Uninterrupted ]oy, xinrn all d love, 

In blissful solitude He then survey’d 
Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there 
Coasting the wall of heav n on this side night 
In the dun an sublime and ready now 
lo stoop with weaned wings, and willing feet 
On the bare outside of this world, that seem’d 
Firm land imbosom’d without fiimamcnt, 
Uncertain which in ocean or in air 
Him God beholding from His prospect high, 
Wherein past, present, future He beholds. 

Thus to His only Son foreseeing spake 
Only bi gotten Son, seest thou what rage 
Transports our adversarv, whom no bounds 
Prescribed, no bars of bell, nor all the chains 
Heap d on him there nor yet the mam abyss 
Wide interrupt can hold so bent he seems 
On desperate revenge th it shall redound 
Upon his own rebellious bead And now 
Through all restraint broke loose he wings his way 
Not far off htav’n, m the precincts of light. 
Directly towards the new created world, 

And man there placed, with purpose to assay 
If him by force he can destroy, or worse. 

By some false gmle pervert, and shall pervert, 
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For man will liearken to his glozmg lies. 

And easily tiansgress the sole command. 

Sole pledge of his obedience so will fall 
He ind his faithless progeny Whose fault? 

Whose but lus own P mgrate, he had of me 

All he could have I made him just and right. 

Sufficient to have stood, though fiee to fall 

Such I created all th’ ethereal Powers 

And Spirits both them who stood and them who fail’d 

Freely they stood who stood, and fell who fell 

Not free what proof could t/rey have given sinceie 

Of tiuc allegiance, constant faith, or love. 

Where only what they ne( ds must do, appear’d. 

Not what they would r wh it praise could they receue? 
What pkasure 1 from such obedience paid, 

When will md reason (reason also is choice,) 

Useless and vain, of fiecdom both despoil d, 

Made passive both, had served necessity, 

Not me P They therefore as to right belong’d, 

So were created, nor can justly accuse 
Then Maker or their making, or then fate, 

As if predestination over ruled 

Their will disposed by absolute decree 

Or high foreknowledge they themselves decreed 

Iheir own revolt not I if I foreknew, 

Foieknowledge had no influence on their fault. 

Which had no less proved certain unforeknown 
bo Without least impulse or shadow of fate. 

Or aught by me immutably foreseen, 

They tiespass, authois to themselves in all, 

Both what they )udge and what they choose, for so 
I form d them free, and free they must remain. 

Till they enthiall themselves , I else must change 
Their nature, and revoke the high decree. 

Unchangeable, eternal, which ordain’d 

Their freedom , they themselves ordain’d their falL 

The first sort by their own suggestion fell. 

Self tempted, self depraved man falls deceived 
By the other first man therefore shall find grace^ 

The other none in mercy and justice both. 
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Throngli heav’n and earth, so shall my glory excel , 
But mercy first and last shall brightest shme 
Thus while God spake, ambrosial fragrance fill’d 
All heav’n, and m the blessed spirits elect 
Sense of new joy ineffable diffused 
Beyond compare the Son of God was seen 
Most glorious, in him all his Father shone 
Substantially express d,* and in his face 
Divine compassion visibly appear’d. 

Love without end and without measure grace , 
Which uttering thus he to his father spake 

O Father gracious was th it word which closed 
Thy sov’reign sentence that man should find grace 
For which both heav n and earth shall high extol 
Thy praises, with th innumerable sound 
Of hymns and sacred songs wheiewith thy thione 
Encompass’d shall lesonnd thee ever blest 
For should man finally be lost should man 
Thy creature late so loved, thy youngest son 
Fall circumvented thus by fiaud though join d 
With his own folly? that be from thee f ir, 

That far be from thee. Father, who art judge 
Of all things made, and ]udgest only right. 

Or shall the adversary thus obtain 

His end and frustrate thine ? shall he fulfil 

His malice, and thy goodness bring to naught. 

Or pioud return though to his heavier doom, 

Yet with revenge accomplish d, and to hell 
Draw after him the whole race of mankind, 

By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thyself 
Abohsh thy creation, and unmake. 

For him, what for thy glory thou hast made ? 

So should thy goodness and thy greatness both 
Be question’d and blasphemed without defence 
To whom the great Creator thus rephed 
O Son, in*whom my soul hath chief delight, 

Son of my bosom, Son who art alone 
My word, my wisdom, and effectual might. 


1 Heb i 3 — HtTMx. 
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All hast thou spoken as my thoughts ore, all 
As my eternal purpose ha^ decreed 
Man shall not quite be lost, but saved who will, 
Yet not of will in him, but grace m me 
Freely vouchsafed once more I will renew 
His lapsed powers, though foifeit and enthrall’d 
By sm to foul exorbitant desires 
Upheld by me, yet once more he shall stand 
On even ground against his mortal foe. 

By me upheld, that he may know how frail 
His f ill n condition is, and to me owe 
All hia ddiv ranee, and to none but me 
Some I have chosen of pecuhar grace 
Fleet above the rest so is my will 
Tht rest shall hear me call, and oft be wain d 
Their sinful st ite and to appease betimes 
Th incensed Deity, while offer d grace 
Invites foi 1 will cleir their senses dark. 

What may suffict, and soften stony heaits * 

To pray, repent and bring obedience due 
To orayei, repentance, and obedience due 
nfhough but endeavour’d with sincere mtent. 
Mine ear shall not be slow, mine eye not shut 
And I will place within them as a guide 
My umpire Conscience whom if they will hea^ 
Light a^tci light well used they shall attain. 
And to the end persisting safe arrive 
This my long sufferance and my day of grace 
They who neglect and scorn shall never taste , 
But hard be harden’d, blind be blinded more, 
That they may stumble on, and deeper fall , 

And none but such from mercy T exclude 
But yet all is not done , man isobeying 
Dislo;) al breaks his fealty, and sms 
Agamsfc the high supremacy of heav’n. 

Affecting Godhead, and so losmg all. 

To expiate his treason hath naught left. 

But to destruction sacred and devote 


I Ezek xxxvi 29 
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He with his whole posterity must die , 

Die he or justice must , unless for him 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid satisfaction, death for death 

Say, heavenly Powers, where shall we find such love ? 

Which of you will be mortal to redeem 

Man s mortal crime, and just th’ unjust to save? ' 

Dwells in all heaven charity so dear ? 

He ask’d, but all the heav’nly choir stood mute, 
And silence was in heav’n on man s behalf 
Patron or intercessor none appear’d 
Much lest that durst upon his own head diaw 
The deadly forfeiture, and ransom set 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Must have been lost, adjudged to death and hell 
By doom severe, had not the bon of Gon 
In whom the fulness dwells of love divine. 

His dearest mediation thus renew d 

Fathei thy word is pass’d man shall find grace , 
And shall grace not find means that finds her way. 
The speediest of thy wing’d messengers 
To visit all thy creatures, and to all 
Comes unprevented, unimplorcd unsought ^ 

Happy for man, so coming , he her aid 
Can never seek once dead in sms and lost , 
Atonement for himself of offering meet, 

Indebted and undone, hath none to bring 
Behold me then, me for him, life for life, 

I offer, on me let thine anger fall , 

Account me man , I for his sake will leave 

Thy bosom, and this glory next to thee 

Fieely put off, and for him lastly die 

Well pleased, on me let Death wreak all his rage. 

Under his gloomy power I shall not long 

Lie vanquish d , thou hast given me to possess 

Life in myself for e\ er, by thee I hve,* 

Though now to Death I yield, and am his due 


1 1 Peter iii 18 


® John V S 
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All that of me can die , yet that debt paid, 

Thou wilt not leave me in the loathsome gra\ e 
His prey, nor suffer ray unspotted soul 
For e\er with coirnplion thcit. to dwell ’ 

But I shall rise victorious, and subdue 
My vanquisher spoil d of his vaunted spoil , 

Death his death's wound shall then receive, and stoop 
Inglorious, of his mortal stmg disarm’d 
I through the ample air in triumph high 
Shall lead hell captiie raaugie hell, and show 
The powers of darkness bound Thou, at the sight 
Pleased out of heaven shnlt look down and smile, 
While by thee raised I rum all my foes, 

Death last and with his carcase glut the grave * 

Then with the multitude of iny redeem d 
bhall enter heaven long absent and return 
Fathei, to see thy lace, whoiem no cloud 
Of anger shall remain but jk ace assured 
And reconcilement wrath shall be no more 
Thenceforth, but m thy presence joy entire 
Mis words heie ended but his meek aspect 
Silent yet spake, and breathed immortal love 
To mortal men above which only shone 
Filial obedience as a sacrifice 
Glad to be offer d he attends the will 
Of his great Father Admiiation seized 
All heav’n, what this might mean and whither tend 
Wond’nng, but soon th Almighty thus leply’d 
O thou m heav n and eaith the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath, 0 thou 
My sole complacence ’ well thou know’st how dear 
To me are all my works nor man the least, 

Though last created, that for him I spar 
Thee ^rom my bosom and right hand, to save, 

By losing thee awhile, the whole race lost 
Thon therefore whom thou only canst redeem 
Their nature also to thy nature join , 

And be thyself man among men on earth, 

‘ Psalm xTi 10 PsalmlxviiJ 18 Col i! 15 * 1 Cor xv 20 
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Made flesh, when time shall be, of virgin seed, 

By wondrous birth be thou m Adam s room 
The head of all mankind, though Adam’s son 
As in him pensh all men so in thee, 

As from a second lOot, shall be restored, ‘ 

As many as are restored, without thee none 
Hib crime makes guilty all his sons , thy merit 
Imputed shall absolve themr who renounce 
Their own both righteous and unrighteous deeds. 
And live m thee transplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life Soman as is most just. 

Shall satisfy for m in be judged and die , 

And dying nse and using with him raise 

His brethien ransom d with his own dear hfe 

So heav nly love shall outdo hellish hate 

Giving to death, and dying to icdeem 

So dearly to redeem what hellish hate 

So easily destioy d, and still destioys 

In those who, when they may, accept not grace 

Nor shalt thou by descending to assume 

Man’s nature lessen or degrade thine own 

Because thou hast though throned in highest bliss 

Equal to God and equally enjoying 

Gqd like fruition, quitted all to save 

A world from utter loss, and hast been found 

By merit more than birthiight Son of God, 

Found worthiest to be so by being good. 

Far moie than great oi high , because in thee 
Love hath abounded more than glory abounds, 
Therefore thy humiliation shall exalt 
With thee thy manhood also to this throne , 

Here shalt thou sit incarnate, here shalt reign 
Both God and Man, Sod both of God and Mct.n, 
Anointed umversal king , all power 
I give thee, reign for ever, and assume 
Thy merits , under thee as head supreme 
Thrones, Princedoms, Powers, Dominions, I reduce 
All knees to thee shall bow, of them that bide* 


» 1 Cor XV 22 


i Phil li. 10 
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In heav’n, or eartB or under earth in hell ; 

When thou attended gloiiously from heav’n 
Shalt m the sky appear and from thee send 
Tht snmmor mg archangels to proclaim 
Thy dread tribunal forthwith from all winds 
Ihe living and forthwith the cited dead 
Of ill past ages to the general doom 
Sh ill ha«ti n such a p<^al sTi ill rouse their sleep 
lilt 11 , all ihy BannU asbembkd thou shalt judge 
11 id men and angels, they ariaign d shall sink 
Ih neath thy sf nft ncc , hell ht i numbers full, 

Tlioni e forth sh ill be for e\u shut Meanwhile 
The world shall bum and from her ashes spring 
Kew Ijcav n and c irth ‘ wherein the }ust shall dwell, 
A ud ifttr all tlitir tribulations long 
St e goldt n da'v s fruitful of golden deeds 
With joy and love triumphing and fair truth 
Ihcn thou thy legil sceptre shalt lay by 
For regal sceptre then no more shall need, 

Got sh 11 be all in all ^ But all ye Gods 
Adoi c him who to compass all this dies, 

Adore the Son, and honour him as me 

FTo sooner had th’ Almighty ceased, but all 
The multitude of angels with a shout 
Loud as from numbers without number sweet 
As from blest voices uttering joy hcav n lung 
With jubilee and loud hosannas fill d 
^h eternal regions Lowly reverent 
Towards either thione they bov, and to the ground 
With solemn adoration down they oast^ 

Their crowns inwove with amar int and gold, 
Immortal amarant,^ a flow’r which once 
In P iradise fast by the Tree of Life 
Began q bloom, but soon for man’s offence 
To heav n removed, where ffist it grew, theie grows. 
And flow’rs aloft shading the fount of life, 


» 9 Peter m 12 13 
^ Heb i 6 
3 1 Cot XV 24 
* Rev IV 10 

5 flower of a lurple velvet colour 


It w-is 8uppa‘»cd not to die when 
xthc red but recovered it«i lustre wlieu 
sprinkled with water Iho lumo IS 
Greek for ‘unfading- — jPwwi Hume. 
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And where the nver of bliss through midst of heav’n 
Rolls o’er Elysian flowers her amber stream , 

With these that never fade the spirts elect 
Bind their resplendent locks inwreath d with beams , 
Now in loose garlands thick thrown oflP, the bright 
Pavement that like a sea of jasper shone, 

Impurpled with celestial roses smiled 
Then crown d again their golden harps they took 
Harps ever tuned that glittering by their side 
Like quivers hung, and with preamble sweet 
Of charming symphony they introduce 
Their sacred song and waken raj^tures high , 

No voice exempt no voice but well could join 
Melodipus pait such concord is in heav n 
The< Fathei first they sung Omnipotent, 
Immutable Immortal Infinite 
Eternal King Thee author of all being. 

Fountain of light. Thyself invisible 
Amidst the glorious brightness wheie Thou sitt’st 
Throned in accessible but when Thou shad st 
The full blaze of Thy beams and through a cloud 
Diawn lound about Thee 111 c a radi int shrine 
Daik with excessive biighi Thy skiits appear, 

Yet da/zle heav n, that brightest feei aphini 
Approach not, but with both wings veil thiir eyes 
Thee next they sing of all creation first. 

Begotten Son Divine Similitude, 

In whoso conspicuous countenance, without cloud 
Made visible the Almighty Fathei shines. 

Whom else no creature can behold on Thee 
Impress’d th effulgence of His glory abides , 
Transfused on Thee his ample Spirit rests 
He heav’n of heavens and all the powers theiein 
By Thee created and by Thee thiew down 
Th’ aspmng Dominations Thou that day 
Thy Father s dreadful thundei didst not spare 
Nor stop thy flaming chanot wheels, that shook 
Heav’n’s everlasting frame, while o er the necks 
Thou drov’st of warring angels disarrayed 
BacKfrom pursuit Thy powers with loud acchli^ 
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Thee only extoll’d. Son of Thy Father^s might, 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes , 

Not so on man , him thro their malice fall’n, 

F ithei of mercy and grace. Thou didst not doom 
So stnctly , but much more to pity iik line 
No sooner did Thy dear and only Son 
Perceive thte purposed not to doom frail man 
So stnctl} , but much more to pity inclined, 

He to apjKase Thy wrath and end the strife 
Of mercy and justict in Thy i ice discern d, 
Begardb ss of the bliss whertm He sat 
Second to Thee, ofier d himstlf to die 
For man^s ofitnoe O unexampled love, 

Love nowhere to bi found less than Divuie ’ 

Hail Son of God, Saviour of men, Thy name 
Shall be the copious matte i of my song 
Hencefoi th, and nevei shall my harp th} 2:)r use 
Forget nor from thy Father s jiraise disjoin 
Thus they in heav n, above the staiiy si^heio, 
Their happy hours m joy and hymning spent 
Mea"^ while ujion the firm ojiacous globe 
Of this round world, whose first convex divides 
The luminous inferior orbs inclosed 
From Chaos and th* inroad of Darkness- old, 
Satan alighted walks a globe far oft 
It seem d, now seems a boundle ss continent, 

Daik waste, and wild, under the frown of night 
Starless exposed, and ever threat ning storms 
Of Chaos blust ring round inclement sky 
Save on that side which from the wall of heav’n 
Though distant far some small refiection gains 
Of glimmermg air, less vex d with tempest loud 
Here walk d the fiend at large in spacious field 
As whei a vulture on Imaus ^ bred, 

Whose snowy iidge the roving Tartar bounds, 
Dislodging from a region scarce of prey 
To gorge the flesh of lambs oi yeanling kids 


of sigmfios snowy It is the eastern boundary 
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On hills where flocks are fed flies toward the springs 
Of Ganges oi Hydaspes, Indian streams , 

But in his way lights on the barren plains 
Of Sencana ^ where Chineses drive 
With sails and wind their cany waggons light 
So on this windy sea of land the fiend 
W alk d up and down alone bent on his prey, 

Alone, foi other creature m this place ^ 

Living or lifeless to be found was none 
Kone yet but store hereafter from the earth 
Up hither like aeiial vapours flew 
Of all things transitory and vain, when sin 
With vanity had fill d the works of men 
Both all things vain and all who in vam things 
Built their fond hopes of glory or lasting fame, 

Or happiness in this or th other life 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 

Of painful superstition and blind zeal, 

Nought seeking but the praise of men, here finijL 
Fit retribution, emptv as their deeds 
All th’ unaccomplish d works of nature s hand, 
Abortive monstrous or unkindly mijt’d. 

Dissolved on earth fleet hither, and in vam, 

Till final dissolution wander here, 

Not in the neighb ring moon, as some have dream’d 
Those argent fields more likely habitants, 

Translated saints, or middle spirits hold 
Betwixt th ingelical and human kind 
Hither of ill ]oin’d sons and daughters born * 

First from the ancient world those giants came 
With man) a vain exploit though then renowii’d 
The builders next of Babel on the plain 
Of Sennaar, and still with vain design 
New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build 
Others came single , he who to be deem’4 


1 Senca lies between Cbina on the 
ei«t and Imaus on the west— -F/oa 
NrwioN 
® I imbo 

3 \no8to ia the Orlando Farioso 


< The sons of God 'ill joined with the 
dauj,hters of men bee Gen vi 4 
Subject of Moore s Loves of the Angels, 
and Byron s Heaven Earth 
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A God ieap’d fondly into -<®tna flames, 
Empedocles,* and he who to enjoy 
Plato s Elysium leaped into the sea, 

Cleombrotub/ and many more too long, 

Embry oes and idiots, eremites and iiiars, 

White black, and grey * ^ith all then trumpery 
Here piJgnms roam, that stray d so far to seek 
In Golgotha him dead, who lives in heav’n , 

And they ho to be sure of paradise 
Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 

Or in Fr'iUdscan ilimk to pass disguised,'* 

M hey pass the plinits seven, and pass the fiv d, 
And that ciy stall me sphere whose balance weighs 
The trepidation talk d,** and that first moved 
And now Saint 1^ tc’* at hcav n s w icket seems 
^1 o wait them with his keys and now at foot 
Of heav n s ascent they lift their feet, when, lo ' 

A violent cross wind from cither coast 

Blows them transverse ten thousand leagues awiy 

lute the devious air then might ye see 

CowiS hoods and habits with their we irers tost 

And flutter d into rags , then i cliques beads, 

Indulgences, dispenses, pardons, bulls, 

The sport of winds all these upwhirl’d aloft 
Ely o er the back side of the world fai off, 

Into a limbo large and broad, since call d 
The Paradise of Fools, to few unknown 
Long after now unpeopled and untrod 
All this dark globe the fiend found as he pass d, 
And long he wander d till at last a gleam 
Of dawning light turn’d thitherward in haste 
His travelled steps , far distant he descries. 
Ascending by degrees magnificent 
Up to t le wall of heav’n a structure high. 


* A Pythagorean philosopher His 
attempt at disappearing in an extra- 
ordinary manner from the earth was 
defeated by the volcano throwing back 
his iron pattens 
2 An Epirot 

s Carmelites Dominicans and Fran 
ciscana 


* In the dark ages a ridiculous supci 
stition prevailed that a dying sinner 
who put on the habit of a rtligum 
order was sure of salvation It wa^ 
frequently done 

* Milton speaks here according to 
Ptolemy s astronomy —JFiom Newton 
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At top whereof, but far mote neb appear’d 
The work as of a kingly palace gate, 

With frontispiece of diamond and gold 
Imbellish’d , thick with sparkling onent gems 
The portal shone, inimitable on earth 
By model or by shading pencil drawn 
The stiirs were such as whereon Jacob saw* 
Angels ascending and descending, bands 
Of guaidians bnght when he from Esau fled 
To Padan Aram in the field of Luz, 

Dreaming by night under the open sky, 

And waking cried, This the qate of hecev'n 
Each stair mysteiiously was meant, nor stood 
There always but diawn up to heav’n sometimes 
Viewless ind underneath a bright sea flow’d 
Of jasper or of liquid pearl whereon 
Who after came from earth sailing ai rived 
Watted by angels or flew o’er the lake, 

Rapt in a ehaiiot drawn by fiery steeds 
The stairs were then let down whether to dare 
The fiend by easy ascent or aggravate 
His sad exclusion from the doors of bliss 
Direct ag iinst which open d from beneath, 

Jubt o cr the blissful seat of paradise, 

A issagc down to th earth a passage wide. 
Wider by fai than that of aftei times 
Ovei mount Sion, and, though that v7^re large. 
Over the Piomised Land to God so dear, 

By which to visit oft those happy tribes. 

On high behests his angels to and fro 

Pass d fiequent, and his eye with choice regard, 

From Paneas, the fount of Jordan’s flood. 

To Beersaba, where the Holy Land 
Bordcis on Egypt and the Arabian shore 
So wide the op nmg seem’d, where bounds were set 
To darkness, buch as bound the ocean wave 
Satan from hence now on the lower stair, 

That scaled by steps of gold to heaven gate. 


1 Gen xxviii 12, 13 
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Looks down with wonder at the sudden view 
Of all this world at once As when a s(50ut 
Through dark and d( sert ways with peril gone 
All night, at last by bieak of cheerful dawn 
Obtains the brow of some high climbing hill, 
Which to his eye discovers unaware 
The goodly prospect of some foreign land 
First seen, or some lenown d metropolis, 

With glistenng spires and i>mnacles adorn d, 
Which now the nsinf san gilds with his beams 
Snch wondei seized though aftei heaven seen, 

Ihe spirit malign , but much more envy seized 

At sight of all this world beheld so fair 

Hound he surveys and well might, where he stood 

So high above the circling c inopy 

Of niglit*s extended shade from eastern point 

Of Libi i to the fleecy star* that bears 

Andromc da far off Atlantic seas 

Beyond th hori/on then from pole to pole 

He views m brexdth, and without longer pause 

Do\ a 1 ight into the world s fii st region throws 

His flight precipitant and winds with ease 

Through the puie marble air hi oblique way 

Amongst innumerxble stais that shone 

Stars distant but nigh hand seem’d other worlds, 

Or other worlds they seem d, or happy isles. 

Like those Hesperian gardens famed of old, 
Fortunate fields and groves and flow ry vales, 
Thrice happy isles , but who dwelt happy theie 
He stay d not to enquire above them all 
The golden sun in splendour likest heaven 
Allured his eye thither hib course he bends 
Through the calm firmament , but up or down, 

By cen'^re or eccentric haid to tell, 

Or longitude where the great luminary, 

Aloof the vulgar constellations thick, 


Aries t e , from one half of the ^ The Cape Verde Islands th© ‘ Poi 
ecliptic to the other from east to west tunate Islwds 
Ihe constellation Andromeda is imme 
diately above or over Anes -Nlwton 
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That from his lordly eye keep distance due. 

Dispenses light from far , they as they mo\ e 

Their starry dance in numbers that compute 

Days, months, and years, towaids his all cheeiing lamp 

Turn swift their various motions, or aie tuin d 

By his magnetic beam, that gently waims 

The universe and to each inw ird part 

With gentle penetration, though unseen, 

Shoots invisible virtue even to the deep , 

So wond’rously was set hib htation bright 
There lands the fiend a spot like winch jierhaps 
Astronomer in the snn s lueent orb 
Through his glazed ojitic tube yet never saw 
The place he found beyond expression bright, 

Compared with aught on earth metal or stone, 

Not all parts like but all alil e inform’d 
With radiant light as glowing iron with fire , 

If metal, part seem d gold, part silvei clear , 

If stone, carbuncle most or chrysolite. 

Ruby or topaz, to the twelve tint bhone 
In Aaion s bi< ibt plate ' uid a stone^ besides 
Imagined lathei oft thin elsewhere seen, 

Th it stone or like to that which here below 
Philosopheis in vain so long have sought 
In vain though by their powei ful art the y bind 
Yolatile Hermes,^ and call up unbound 
In various sh ipcs del Pioteus from the sea, 

Drain d through a limbeck to his native form 
What wonder then if fields and legions here 
Breathe forth elixir puie, and nvers run 
Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 
Th’ arch chemic sun so far from us remote 
Produces with terrestrial humour mix’d 
Here in the dark so many precious things 
Of colour glorious and effect so rare ? 


* Exod xxviii 15-21 
» ThB philosopher s stone supposed to 
have the povi er (if found) of turning the 
baser metals into gold 
) Quicksilver, mled Hermes by the 


alchemists The names of heathen gods 
were applied to the nuterials of the alohe 
mist s laboratory Proteus was a sea god 
capable of transforming hi fuseH f into 
various shapes 
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Here matter new to gaze tlie devil met 
Undazzled, far and wide his eye commands. 

For sight no obstacle found here, nor shade, 

But all sun shine, as when his beams at noon 
Culminate from th’ Equator, as they now 
Shot upward still direct, whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can fall, and the an, 
ISTowIh te so clear, sharpen d his visual ray 
To objects distant f ir whcicby he soon 
Saw within ken a glorious angel stand, 

The s OIK whom John saw also in the sun ^ 

His hack was tuin d but not las brightness hid , 

Ot beirumg sunny lays a golden tiar 
Circhd las head nor Its las locks behind 
Illustrious on his shoulders Hedge with wings 
Liy waving round , on some great charge employ’d 
lie seem d or fix d in cogitation deep 
Glad was the spirit impure as now m hope 
To find who might direct his wand ring flight 
To paradise the happy scat of man, 

Hih journey s end and our beginning woe 
But first he casts to change his propei shape, 

Which else naghi work him danger oi delay 
And now a stripling Cherub he appears. 

Not of the prime, yet such as in hxs face 
Youth smiled celestial and to every limb 
Suitable grace diffused so well he feign d , 

Under i coronet his flowing ban 

In curls on either cheek play d , wings he wore 

Of many a colour d plume sprinkled with golCi , 

His habit fit for speed succinct, and neld 
Before his decent steps a sih er wand 
He diow not nigh unheard, the angel bright, 

E er he drew nigh, his radiant visage turn’d, 
Admonish d by his ear, and straight was known 
Th* arch angel Uriel,® one of the sev’n 


‘ Rov xix 17 

Ijnel IS denvea from two H©l)rew 


words signifying God ta wy liqht 
— J»ii,WTON See mention made of lum 
in Apociypha, 2 Esdras 4 j 

L 



jpahadisje lost 


Who m God’s presence nearest to his throne 
Stand ready at command, and are his eyes 
That run through all the heav’ns, or down to th’ earth 
Bear his swift errands, over moist and diy, 

0 er sea and land him Satan thus accosts 
Uriel, for thou of those sev n spirits that stand 

In Bight of God’s high throne, glonotisly bright, 

The first art wont his great authentic will 
Interpreter through highest heav’n to bring. 

Where all his sons thy embassy attend , 

And here art likeliest by supieme deciee 
Like honour to obtain and as His eye 
To visit oft this new creation round , 

Unspeakable desiie to see, and know 

All these his wondrous works, but chiefly man, 

His chief delight and favour, him for whom 
All these his works so wondrous he ordain d 
Hath brought me from the chons of Cherulnm 
Alone thus wand’ring Brightest Seraph tell 
In which of all these shining orbs hath man 
His fixed seat or fixed seat hath rone. 

But all these shining orbs his choice to dwell , 

1 hat I may find him, and with secret gaze 
Oi open admiration, him behold 

On whom the great Creator hath bestow’d 
Worlds, and on whom hath all these graces pour’d, 
That both in him and all things as is meet, 

The universal Maker we may praise , 

Who justly hath driven out his rebel foes 
To deepest hell, and to repair that loss 
Created this new happy race of men 
To serve him better wise are all his ways 
So spake the false dissembler unperceived , 

For neither man nor angel can discern 
Hypocrisy, the only evil that walks 
Invisible, except to God alone. 

By His permissive will, through heav’n and earth 
And oft though wisdom wake, suspicion sleeps 
At wisdom’s gate, and to simplicity 
Eesigns her charge, while goodness thinks no ill 
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Where no ili neems , which now for once beguiled 
Uriel, though regent of the sun, and held 
The sharpest sighted spirit of all in heav n 
Who to the fraudulent imposter foul 
In his upnghtness answei thus return’d 
Pair angel thy desire whith tends to know 
The works of God, thereby to glonty 
The great Work master, leads to no excess 
lhat rei<hes hlame, but lather merits praise 
The melt it seems excess, that led thee ];iither 
Prom thy empyreal mansion thus alone, 
lo witDt,ss with thine eyes what some perhaps 
Contented with report hear only in heav n 
Poi wonderful indet^d are all IIis works, 

Pleasant to know and woithicst to be all 

Had in lemcmbiaiict always with delight 

But what creatr d mind can compre-heud 

Their number, or the wisdom mfiniii 

That brought them forth, but hid then causes deep ? 

I saw, when at his word the foimkss mass, 

Tbib world 8 material mould, came to a heap 
Confusion heaid liis voice, and wild uproai 
Stood ruled, stood vast iiihrutude confined , 

Till at hib second bidding daikness fled, 

Light shone, and ordci from disorder sprung 
Swift to their seveial quarters hasted then 
The cumbrous elements, earth flood air, fiie, 

And this ethereal quintessence of h( av n 
Flew upward spiiited with various forms. 

That roll d orbicular, and turn d to stars 
Numberless, as thou seest, and how they mo\e. 

Each had his place appointed, each his course. 

The rest in circuit walls this universe 

Look downward on that globe whose hither side 

With 1 ght from hence, though but leflected shines, 

That place is earth the seat of man, that hght 

His day, which else as th’ other hemisphere 

Night would invade, but there the neighbouring moon, 

So call that opposite fair star, her aid 

Timely mterpoees, and her monthly round 


H7 



148 


PARADISE LOST 


Still ending still renewing througli mid heav’n. 
With borrow d light her countenance triform 
Hence fills and empties to enlighten th* earth, 

A nd in her pale dominion checks the night 
That spot to which I point is paradise, 

Adam s abode, those lofty shades his bow’r 
^Ihy way thou canst not miss, me mine requires 
Thus said he turn’d and featan bowing low. 

As to superioi spirits is wont in heaven, 

Wheie hqnoui due and reverence none neglects, 
ook leave, and towaid the coast of eaith btneith, 
Down fiom th ecliptic sped with hoped success, 

1 brows his steep flij^ht in many an aery wheel, 

Noi stay d, till on Niphates toji' he lights 


* 4. m vxnt un loiderxrig on Mesopttirni i iicu which the eaithly paradit»o xs 
jsed to have h ui iil iced —1 1 om UcMn 
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BOOK lY 

Thf Akohmint 


Satmi now in prospect of Edon and nigli tbe phoe whri c be must nov, attempt 
the bold onterpnso 'w.hif h he undertook alone against C on and man falls into mauj 
doubts with himself and mxnj passions ftat on\y ind lospur but at length 
confirms him&elf m evil joumevs on t> pu lum wh< so outward } )Hpect and 
situation is dcsonbuJ jverieaps the boun is its m tho shape of a (»>rnioi ud on the 
Tree of life as tbe bi^h'^st in the g irdon t« 1 ok a out him Iho gaul« n desiribod 
Batons first sight >1 UUm aid I \t his woi <!< r at then excellent foim and happy 
state but with rtsontion tt wotl their toll ovtiheirs th(ir dtsioui c tbonee 
gathers that tho Iioe of knowhdg was foiiiid Un them t > eat of ui der janalty i f 
deith lud tlion iiittndst tound In t nir ituu 1 v stdiiemg tin m toll lusgross 
then leaves them awhile ti kn v\ fuithti of thoir st ito ly sonic othci means 
Meanwhile Lncl dQs< ending on a sunbeam w ans t ibriel who had in tliarge the 
gate of paradise tint some evil spirit liod isui} <1 tho dec p and passed at noon bj 
hia aj hero in the shipt of od ui gei down to pmidist disc overt d afterwards b> 
his furious gostui os in the me unt ( utinel jac ntises tc t aid him oie morning Night 
coming on Adxm ini >vi. h urs ef^c ng to tbe ir lest their bowel dtse rlbed 
their evening woiship ( i lireel e i ivMug 1 jtli his 1 inds e f nightwatch to walk the 
round of paridise ai points two stiong angels to Adims b w \ lest the evil spirit 
should be there doing s nno h ura to Adam oi I ve sleeping there they find him at 
the cxr of I've tempting hei in a du lui and bung him though unwilling to 
CaViriel by whom ejuestione 1 he se^e rnfully vnsweis pupaies resist met but 
hindered by a sign fiom heaven flies out of pai idise 


0 ^OR tliat warning ^ oice, which he,^ who saw 
Ih Apocalypse heard ciy in heaven aloud 
Then when the Dragon, put to second lout, 

Came furious down to he levcnged on nieii 
‘ \V oe to the inhabitants on earth ’ * that now, 

Y hile time was, our hist parents had been wain d 
The coming of their secictfoe, and scaped, 

Haply so scapt d his mortal snare , for now 
Satan, now hrst inllamed with rage came down, 

The tempter ere th accuser ot mankind, 

To wreak on innocent frail man his loss 
Of that first battle and his flight to hell 
Yet not rejoicing in his speed, though bold 
Fa'* oflP and fearless, nor with cause to boast 
Begins his dire attempt which, nigh the birth 
Now rolUng, boils in his tumultuous bieast, 

And like a devilish engine back recoils 

^ St John Rev xii 10 And I heard of the earth and of the sea’ for the devil 

a loud voice saying in heaven is come down unto you 

and at verse 12 W oe to the iuhabiters * lie vil 
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Upon himself, hoiTor and doubt distract 
His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom stir 
The hell within him, for within him hell 
He bnngs, and round about him, nor from hell 
One step, no more than from himself, can fly 
By change of place now conscience wakes desjiair 
That slumber d wakes the bitter memory 
01 what he was what is, and what must be 
Worse , of woise deeds worse sulfenng must ensue 
Sometimes towards Eden which now m his view 
Lay pie isant his gi leved look he fixes sad , 
Sometimes towards heav n and the full blaung sun. 
Winch now sat high m his meridian tow’r 
Then much revolving thus in sighs began 
O thou that with surpassing glory crown d,' 
Look’st fiom thy sole dominion like the God 
Of this new woild it whose sight all the stais 
Hide their diminish d heads to thee I call 
But with no fnendly voice, and add thy name 

0 Sun to tell thee how I hate thy beams, 

That bung to my rernernbranee from what state 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy sphere , 

Till pride and worse ambition threw me down, 
Wairing m heav’n against heav’n s matchless King 
Ah, wherefore ’ He deserved no such return 
From me, whom He created what I was 

In that bright eminence, and with His good 
Upbraided none, nor was His service hard 
What could be less than to afford Him praise, 

The easiest recompence and pay Him thanks. 

How due ’ yet all His good proved ill m me, 

And wrought but malice , hfted up so high 
I sdein d subjection and thought one step higher 
Would set me highest, and m a moment quit 
The debt immense of endless giatitude. 

So burthensome, still paying, still to owe , 


1 Milton orij^ally designed to write 
a tragedy on the F«ill and this grand 
Bpeeoh was intended to begin it This 


IS asserted by Porson on the authority 
of Miltons nephew Edward Philips 
^ Disdamed. 
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Forgetful what from Hun I still received. 

And understood not that a grateful mind 
By owing owes not, but still pays, at once 
Indebted and discharged, vtliat burden then P 
had his powerful destiny ordain d 
Me some inferior angel, I had stood 
Then happy , no unbounded hope had i*aised 
Ambition ’ Xet why not ^ some other power 
As grc it might have aspired, and me though mean 
Drawn io his part, hut other powers as great 
Fell not but stand unshahen from within 
Oi fi(»m without, to all temptations aim d 
Hadst thou the same free will and powci to stand ^ 
Thou hadst whom hast thou then or what to iiociise, 
But heav n s free love dealt equally to all ^ 

Be then His love accursed, since love oi hate, 

To me ahke it deals eternal woe 

Nav cursed be thou , since agamst Ills thy will 

Chose freely what it now so ju tly rues 

Me miserable ’ which way shall 1 fiy 

Infinite wrath and infinite despair P 

‘VVliieli way 1 fiy is hell, myself am hell, 

And in the lowest deep a lower deep 
Still threatening to devour me opens wide , 

To which the hell I suffer seems a heaven 
O then at last relent is there no place 
Deft for repentance none for pardon leftP 
None left but by submission , and that woid 
Disdain forbids me, and my dread of shame 
Among the spiiits beneath, whom I seduced 
With other promises and other -vaunts 
Than to submit boasting I could subdue 
Th’ Omnipotent Ay me ^ the^^ little know 
w dearly I abide that boast so vain, 

XJnd'^r what torments inwardly I groan , 

While they adore me on the throne of hell. 

With diadem and sceptic high advanced 
The lower still I fall, only supreme 
In misery , such joy ambition finds 
But say I could rex^ent, and could obtain 


Ul 
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By act of grace my former state , how soon 
Would highth recall high thoughts, how soon unsay 
What feign d submission swore ease would recant 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void 
For never can true reconcilement grow 
Where wounds of deadly hate ha\ e pierced so deep 
Which would but lead me to a worse relapse 
And heavier fall so should I purchase dear 
Short mtermission bought with double smart 
This knows my Punisher , therefore as far 
hVom granting He, as I from begging peace 
All hope excluded thus behold in stead 
Of us out cast, exiled, his new delight 
Mankind, created and for him this world 
So farewell hope, and with hope farewell fear, 
Farewell remorse all good to me is lost , 

Evil, be thou my good , by thee at least 
Divided empire with heav n s King I hold, 

By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign , 

As man ere long and this new world shall know 
Thus while he spake, each passion dimm d bis face 
Thnce changed with pale ire envy, and despair 
Which marr d his borrow d visage, and betray’d 
Him counterfeit if any eye beheld 
Foi heav nly minds from such distempers foul 
Are ever clear Whereof he soon a^vare 
Each perturbation smooth’d with outward calm, 
Artificer of fraud , and was the first 
That practised falsehood under saintly show. 

Deep malice to conceal, couch d with revenge 
Yet not enough had practised to deceive 
Uriel once warn d , whose eye pursued him down 
The way he went and on th’ Assyrian mount 
Saw him disfigured, more than could befall 
Spirit of happy soit his gestures fierce 
He mark’d and mad demeanour, then alone, 

As he supposed, all unobserved, unseen 
So on he fares, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradise, 

J^ow nearer, crowns with her enclosure green. 
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As with a rural mound, the champam head 
Of a steep wilderness whose hairy sides 
With thicket overgrown, grotesque and wild, 

Access denied , and over head up grew 
Insuperable highth of loftiest shade, 

Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branchmg palm, 

A syhan scene, and, as the ranks ascend 
Shade above shade, a woody tin itre 
Of statt licst view Yet highei than their tops 
The vcrduious wall of Paradise up sprung , 

Which to onr gen eial sin gave prospect Ixrgo 
Into his ntther empire neighbouring lound 
And higher than that will i ending low 
Of goodliest tiee-^ loaden with fairest fruit. 

Blossoms and fruits at once of golden hue 
Appear d with gay enimell d colours mi\t 
On which the sun more glad impress d his beams 
Than in fair evening cloud oi humid bow 
When God hath shower d the eaith, so lovely seem d 
That landscape and of pure now purer air 
Mt<^ts his appioach, and to the heart inspires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drno 
All cadness but despair now gentle gales 
Fanning their odoriferous wings dispense 
Native pel fumes and whisper whence they stole 
Those balmy spoils As when to them who sail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope and now are past 
Mozambic, off at sea north east vmds blow 
Sabean odours from the spicy shore ^ 


1 The perfumes from the shores of 
India and its islands can be perceived 
far out at sea when the wind blows 
off the land -* 

The spicy breezes 
Blow soft from Ceylon s isle 

says Bishop Heberln his fine Missionary 
Hymn and every one who has lived m 
the East will remember how oppressive 
on shore the scent-laden air heavy with 
perfume is How constantly it recalls 
to one s mind Byron s exquisite lines m 
the Bride of Abydos - 


The lif?ht wings of Zephyr oppress d 
with perfume 

Wax faint o er the gardens ot Gul m her 
bloom 

but coming on the bnny sea breezes this 
fragrance is delightful to the manner 
It 18 m spring when the wind blows off 
the shore that the air thus becomes the 
harbinger of a near haven 
Milton lb said to have taken his descrip 
tion from Diodorus biculus B III 40 — 
Notes on Geay 
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Of Araby the blest, with such delay 

Well 2)]ea8ed they slack their course, aud many a league 

Cheer’d with the grateful smell old Ocean smiles 

So entertain’d those odorous sweets the fiend 

Who came their bane, though with them better pleased 

Th in Asmodeus ^ with the fishy fume, 

That diove him, though enamoui’d from the spouse 
Of Tobit’s son and with a vengeance sent 
Fiom Media post to Egypt there fast bound 
Now to th’ ascent of that steep savage hill 
Satan had journey’d on, pensive and slow , 

But further way found none so thick entwined 
As one continued brake, the undergrowth 
Of shrubs and tangling bushes had perplex d 
All path of man oi beast that past that way 
( )ne gate there only was, and that look d east 
( )n th’ othei side which when th’ arch felon saw, 

Due entrance he disdain d, and in contempt 
At one slight bound high overleap d all bound 
Of hill or liighc st wall and sheer within 
Lights on his feet As when a prowling wolf, 

Whom hunger drives to sock new haunt for jney, 
Watching where shepherds pen their flocks at eve 
In hurdkd cotes amid the field secure, 

Leaps o er the fence with ca<‘e into the fold 
Or as a thief bent to unhoard the cash 
Of some rich burgher, whose substantial doors, 

Cross barr’d and bolted fast, fear no assault, 

In at the window climbs, or o’er the tiles 
feo clomb this first grand thief into God s fold , 

So Mince into his chuich lewd hirelings climb 
Thence up ho flew, and on the Tree of Life, 

The middle tree and highest theie that giew, 

Sat like a cormorant , yet not true hfe 
Thereby regain’d, but sat devising death 

1 An evil spirit who loving Sarah of a fish which Tobit by the instruction 
the daughter of Ragiif*l would not suffer of an angel burnt on the evening of his 
liny of the young men who espoused wedding See Apoexypha, Tobit, viii 
her to live He was exorcised by the q 

fumes arising from the heiirt and liver 
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To them who lived , nor on the virtue thouglit 

Of tliat life giving plant but only used 

For prospect, what well used had been the pledge 

Of immortahty So little knows 

Any, but God alone, to value right 

The good before him, but perverts best things 

To worst abuse, or to their meanest use 

Beneath him with new wonder now he views 

1 o all delight of human sense exposed 

In narrow room nature s whole wealth, yea moic, 

A heav’n on earth foi bhssful Pai adise 
Of God the garden was by him in the east 
Of Eden planted, Eden stretch d her line 
h rom Auran ' eastward to the royal tow rs 
Of great beleucia, built by Gre< lan kings, 

Oi wheie the sons of Eden long before 
Dwelt in lelabsar ^ In this pleasant soil 
His fai more pleasant gaidcn God ordxin d , 

Out of the fertile ground he caused to glow 
All trees of noblest kind for sight, smell taste , 

And all amid them stood the Tree of Life, 

High eminent blooming ambrosial fruit 
Of vegetable gold, and next to life 
Onr death, the Tiee of Knowledge, giew fast by, 
Knowledge of good bought deal by knowing ill 
South waid through Eden went a iiver large, 

Nor changed his course, but thiough the shaggy lull 
Pass d underneath ingulf d , for God had thiown 
That mountain as his garden mould, high raised 
Upon the lapid current, which, through veins 
Of porous earth w ith kindly thirst up drawn, 

Bose a fresh fountain, and with many a nil 
W ater’d the garden , thence united fell 
Doi^t| the steep glade, and met the nether flood, 
Which from his darksome passage now appears , 
And now divided into four main sti earns 
Buns diveise, wand’nng many a famous realm 


» Haran — Fioml^iywros <*bildren of Eden placed by Ptolemy m 

2 Isaiah xxxvii 12 A provmco of the Babylonia NttWTdw 
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And conntry, whereof here needs no account , 

But rather to tell how, if art could tell, 

How from that sapphire fount the cnsp^d brooks. 
Boiling on oiient pearl and sands of gold, 

With ma/y error under pendant shades 
Ban Nectar visiting each plant and fed 
Flow’rs worthy of Paradise which not nice art 
In beds and curious knots but nature boon 
Pour’d forth profuse on hill and dale, and plain, 

Both where the morning sun fii&t warmly smote 
'J he open held, and where the unpiticed sliide 
Imbrown d the noontide how rs Ihus was this jila^'e 
A hapi y rural seat of vaiious view 
0 loves whose rich trees wept odorous gums and balm, 
Others whose fruit burnish d with golden iind 
Hung amiable Hesperian fables true, 

If tiue, here only and of dtlicioiis tiste 
Betwixt them lawns or lc\ el downs \nd flocks 
Grazing the tender herb wen luUrposcd, 

Or palmy hillock, or the flow ry lap 
Of some irriguous \ alley spicad her store, 

Flow’rs of all hue and without thorn the rose 
Anothd side, umbrageous giots and caves 
Of cool recess oer whuh tlie mantling vine 
Lays forth her jiurple graj^e and gently cieeps 
Luxuriant meanwhile murmuiing waters fall 
Down the slope hills, dispersed or in a lake. 

That to the fiingcd bank with myrtle crown d 
Her oryst il mirroi holds, unite their streams 
The birds their choir apply , airs, vernal airs 
Bieathing the smell ot tieia and g'*'^ve attune 
The trembling leaves, while universal Pan, 

Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance, 

Led on th’ eternal spring Not that fair field 
Of Enna, where Proserpine gathering flow’rs, 

Herself a fairer tlow’r, by gloomy Dis 


^ Pan was a symbol of ^Nature llio 
Oracoa symbolized Spring Sommer and 
Autumn The Hours the time requisite 
for the production and perfection of 
things —Richardson 


2 Pluto All the loveliest dreams of 
mythology and the places remarkable 
for natural bcautj —the Flams of Enna 
in Sicily thehurel grove of Daphne by 
the River Oroiitea the Castallan Spring 
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Was gather’d, which cost Ceres all that pain 
To seek her through the world , nor that sweet giove 
Of Daphne by Orontes and the inspired 
(^astalian spring might with this paradise 
Of Eden strive nor that Nyseian isle 
Girt with the nvcr Tnton, wheie old Cham, 

Whom Gintiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove, 

Hid Amaltlica and her florid son 

Young Bacchus horn his stepdame Ehea’s eye, 

Nor where Abassin kings their issue guaid. 

Mount Aniaia ‘ though this by some supposed 
True ])aradise under the Ethiop line 
B3 !Nilus’ held, enclosed with shining rock, 

A whole diy s journey high, but wide remote 
Fiom this Assyuiii gaiden where the tiend 
Saw undehghted, all dt light ill kind 
Of living oreituics new to sight and strange 
Two of far nobler shape ereet and tall 
Godhke erect with native honour clad 
In native majesty, seem d lords of all. 

And woithy seem d for in their lool s divine 
The image of their glorious Maker shone, 

I ruth, wisdom, sanctitude seveie and pure, 

Seveie but in true filial freedom jdaeed, 

Whenee tiiie authority in men though both 
Not equal as their sex not equal, seem d, 

For contemplation he and valour form d. 

For softness she and sweet atti active grace , 

He for God only she for God in him 
His fair large front and eye sublime declared 
Absolute rule , and hyacinthine locks 
Bound fiom his parted forelock manly hung 
Clust ring, but not beneath his shouldi rs broad 
She a veil down to the slender waist 


haunted by the Muses the Gieek Isle 
whore Bacchus was nursed the Happy 
Vahey where the Princes of Abyssinia 
nutised—are beie named Ik) exalt 
wonarous beauty of the earthly 
Paradise by comparison 


^ High hills in Ethiopia under the 
equator within their circuit lay the 
guarded valley where the royal children 
of Abyssinia dwelt — Massey Our 
readers will be reminded of Itamlat 
a 1 Cor xi 7^ 
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Her unadorned golden tre'^aes wore 
Dishevell d but m wanton ringlets waved 
As the vine curls her tendrils, which implied 
Subjection, but required with gentle sway, 

And by her yielded, by him best received. 

Yielded with coy submission, modest pride. 

And sweet reluctant amorous delay 
Hor those mysterious parts were then conceal d , 
Then was not guilty shame , dishonest sliame 
Of nature s works honoui dishonouiablc 
Sm bred how have ye tioubled all m lukiiid 
With shows instead, m^re shows of seeming puie. 
And banish d from man s life his happiest life. 
Simplicity and spotless innocence ’ 

So pass d they naked on, nor shunn d the eight 
Of God or Angel for they thought no ill 
So hand in hand they pass d the loveliest pan 
Th it ever since in love s embraces met , 

Adam the goodliest man of men since born 
His sons, the faiicst of Iki daughters Eve 
Undei a tuft of shade th it on a green 
Stood whisp ring soft by i fresh fountain side 
They sat them down and after no more toil 
Of their sweet gard ning labour than sufficed 
To recommend cool Zephyr, and made ease 
More easy wholesome thirst and aj^petite 
More giateful to their sujiper fruits they fell, 
Nectarine fiuits, which the compliant boughs 
Yielded them side long as they sat recline 
On the soft downy bank damask’d with flow’rs 
The savoury pulp they chew and in the rind, 

Still as they thirsted, scoop the brimming stream , 
Nor gentle purpose noi endcinng smiles 
Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as beseems 
Fair couple, link’d in happy nuptial league 
Alone as they About them frisking play’d 
All beasts of th* earth since wild, and of all chase 
In wood or wilderness, forest or den , 

Sporting the lion ramp’d, and in his paw 
Dandled the kid , bears, tigers, ounces, pards^ 
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Gamboll’d before them , th’ iin» leldly elephant 
To make them mirth used all his might, and wreath’d 
Hi 3 lithe proboscis, close the serpent sly 
Insinuating wove with Gordian twine 
His braided train, and of his fatal guile 
Gave proof unheeded others on the grass 
Couch’d, and now fill d with pasture gazing sat, 

Or bedward ruminating for the snn 
Declined was hasting now with prone career 
To th’ ocean ish s, and m th’ ascending scale 
Of hcav n the stars that ushei evening rose 
When Sat in still in gaze is first hi stood. 

Scarce thus at length fail d speech recovei d sad 
O help what do mine e^cswith grief behold, 

Into our room of bliss thus high adv meed 
Creatures of other mould earth born peihaps, 

Not spirits yet to heav uly spints bught 

Little inferior , whom my thoughts pursue 

With wonder, and could love so lively shines 

In them divine resemblance, ind such giace 

The hand that form’d them on then sh ipe hath pour’d I 

-Ah gentle pair ye little think how nigh 

Youi change appioaches, when all these delights 

Will vanish and deliver ye to woe , 

More woe the more your taste is now of joy 

Happy, but for so happy ill secured 

Long to continue , and this high seat your heav n 

111 fenced for heav’n to keep out such a foe 

As now is enter d j ct no purposed foo 

To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn. 

Though I unpitied League with ypu I seek. 

And mutual amity so straight, so close, 

Thai I with you must dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth my dwelhng haply may not i)lease, 

Like this fair paradise, your sense , yet such 
Accept, your Maker’s work , He gave it me 
Which I as freely give heU shall unfold^ 


1 Isaiah xiv a 
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To entertain you two, her widest gates 
And send forth all her kings there will be rooir, 
Not like these narrow limits to receive 
Your numerous offspring, if no better place, 
Thank him who puts me loth to this revenge 
On you, who wrong me not, for Him who wrong’d 
And should I at jour harmless innocence 
Melt, as I do yet public reason just, 

Honour and tmpire with revenge enlarged, 

By conquering this new world, compels me now 
'I’o do what else though damn d I should ablior 
feo spake the fiend, and witn necessity 
The tyrant s pie i, excused his devilish deeds 
Then flora his lofty stand on that high tiee 
Down he alights among the sportful herd 
Of those fourfooted kinds himstlf now one. 

Now other, as their shape served best his end 

Nearer to view his iirey and unespied 

To mark what of their state he more might learn 

By word or action mark d about them round 

A lion now he stalks with fiery glare 

Then as a tiger, who by chanc e had spied 

In some purlieu two gentle fawns at play, 

Strait couches close, then rising changes oft 
His coudiant watch, as one who chose his ground. 
Whence rushing he might surest seize them both 
jrnped in each paw when Adam first of men. 

To fiist of women Eve thus moving speech, 

Turn d him ill ear to hear new utterance flow 
Sole partner and sole part of all those joys. 
Dearer thyself than all, needs must the Power 
1 hat made us, and for us this ample world. 

Be infinitely good, and of His good 
As liberal and free as infinite. 

That raised us from the dust and placed us here 
In all this happiness, who at His hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
Aught whereof He hath need, He who requires 
Hiom us no other service than to keep 
This one, this easy charge, of all the trees 
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In paradise that bear delicious fruit 
So various, not to taste that only Tree 
Of Knowledge, planted by the Tree of Life , 

So near grows death to hfe , whate’er death is 
Some dieadful thing no doubt, for well thou know'st 
God hath pronounced it death to taste that 'tree, 

The only sign of our obedience k ft 
Among so many signs of ix>wer and rule 
Gonferr d upon ns and dominion given 
Ovei all othei creatures that possess 
Earth air, and sea Then let us not think hai d 
One easy prohibition, who enjoy 
Free lea\ e so large to all things else, and choice 
Unlimited of manifold delights 
Eut let us ever praise him and extol 
His bounty following our delightful task 
To prune these growing plants, and tend these flowers , 
Which were toilsome, j et with thee were sweet 
To whom thus Eve replied O thou, for whom 
And from whom I was form d, flesh of thy flesh, 

An 1 without whom am to no end, my guide 
And head what thou hast said is just and right 
Foi we to him indeed all praises owe. 

And daily thanks , I chiefly, who enjoy 
ho far the happier lot, enjjoymg thee 
Pre eminent by so much odds, while thou 
Like consort to thyself canst no where find 
That day I oft remember, when from sleep 
I first awaked, and found myself reposed 
Under a shade on flowers, much wond’nng where 
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how 
Not distant far fiom thence a murmuring sound 
Of waters issued from a cave, and spread 
Into a liquid plain, then stood unmoved, 

Fare as th’ expanse of heay’n , I thither went 
With unexperienced thought, and laid me down 
On the green bank, to look into the clear 
Smooth lake,«that to me seem’d another sky 
As I bent down to look, just opposite 
A shape within the wat’ry gleam appear’d 

K 
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Bending to look on me I started back. 

It started back , but pleased I soon retura’d, 

Pleased it retain’d as spon with answering looks 
Of sympathy and love there I had fix’d 
Mine eyes till now and pined with vain desire 
Had not a voice thus warn d me, What thou seest, 
What there thou seest fair creature is thyself , 

With thee it came and goes but lollow me, 

And I will bung thee where no shadow stays 
Thy coming and thy soft embraces, he 
Whose image thou art him tJiou shalt enjoy 
Insepaiably thine to him shalt bear 
Multitudis like thyself, and Ihence be call d 
Mother of human laa What could I do, 

But follow straight invisibly thus led ? 

Till I espied thee, fair ind( ed and tall. 

Under a platain , yet, methought less fai’**. 

Less winning soft less amiably mild 

Than that smooth wat ry imago , back T turn d, 

Thou following criedst aloud, Keturn, fan Eye, 

Whom hicst thou? whom thou Hiest of him tliou ait, 
His dtsh his bone, to give thee being I lent 
Out of my side to thee nearest my heart. 

Substantial life to have thee by my side 
Henceforth an individual solace deai 
Part of my soul, I seek thee and thee claim, 

My other half With that thy gentle hand 
Seized mine , I yielded and from that time see 
How beauty is excell’d by manly grace, 

And wisdom, which alone is ti uly fair 

So spake our general mother, and, with eyes 
Of conjugal attiaction unreproved 
And meek snirender, half embracing lean’d 
On our first father half her swelling breast 
Naked met his under the flowing gold 
Of her loose tresses hid he, in delight 
Both of her beauty and submissive charms, 

Smiled with superior love, as Jupiter 
On Juno smiles when he impregns the Clouds 
That shed May flowers, and pi’ess’d her matron iix) 




Till I cftpied thee, fair indeed and tall 
Under a plantain j vet methought less fair 
Leas Winning soft less amiably mild 

Tr>» n K ^ fi 
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With kisses pure a^^ide the devil turn’d 
For envy, yet with jealous leer malign 
Eyed them askanoe and to himself thus plain’d 
Sight hateful sight tormenting ^ thus these tv^O 
Imparadised in one another s aims, 

1 he happier Eden, shall en^oy then fill 
Of bliss on bliss, while 1 to hell am thiust. 

Where neither joy nor lo\e but fierce desire, 

Among our other toi ments not the le ist, 

btill unfulhll d with pain of longing pines 

Yet let me not foigefc what I have gam d 

From their own mouths all is not thtiis it seem» , 

One f ital tree there st inds of Knowledge call d 
h orbidden them to taste knowledge foi bidden ? 
Suspnious reasonless Y' by should then Loid 
F nvy them that ^ ean it be sin to know ? 

Cnn it be dtath F and do they only stand 
By Ignorance ^ is th it thou li ippy statt , 

'^Ihe proof of their obedience end then faith? 

O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Their luin ’ hence I will excite then minds 
With more desire to know and to reject 
Envious commands, invented with design 
To keep them low whom knowledge might exalt 
Equal with Gods , aspiring to be such, 

’l^hey taste and die what likelier can ensue ? 

But fiistwith narrow seaieli I must walk round 
This garden and no coinei leave unspied, 

A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 
Some wand ring spirit of heav n by fountain side. 

Or in thick shade retired, from him to diaw 
What further would be leain d Live while ye may. 

Yet happy pair, enjoy, till I return, 

Short pleasures, for long woes are to succeed 
So I# §^ing» his proud step he scornful turn’d, 

But with sly circumspection, and began 

Through wood, through waste, o’er hill, o’er dale, his loam 

Meanwhile in utmost longitude, where heav’n ^ 

With earth and ocean meets, the setitng sun 

Slowly descended, and with right aspect 



164 


PABABISJB LOST 


Against the eastern gate of paradise 
Level rd his ev’ning rays it was a rock 
Of alabaster, piled tip to the clouds, 

Conspicuous fai, winding with one ascent 
Accessible from earth, one entrance high , 

The rest was craggy cliff, that overhung 
Htill as it rose, impossible to climb 
Betwixt these rocky pillars Gabncl ^ sat, 

Chief of the angelic guards, awaiting night , 
About him exercised heroic games 
Til’ iinarint d youth of heav n , but nigh at hand 
Celestial armoury shields helms and spears, 
Hung high with diamond flaming and with i>old 
Thither came Uriel, gliding through the even 
On a sunbeam, swift as a shooting star 
In autumn thwarts the night, when vapours fired 
Impiess the air, and show the mariner 
From what point of his compass to beware 
Impetuous winds he thus began in haste 
Gabiicl to thee thy course by lot hath given 
Ch age and stric t watch, that to this happy place 
No evil thing approach or enter in 
This day at highth of noon came to my sphere 
A spiut zealous, as he st.em d to know 
More of the Almighty’s works and chiefly man 
God s latest image I descried his way 
Bent all on speed and maik d his aery gait 
But m the mount that lies fiom Eden north, 
Where he first lighted, soon discern’d his looks 
Alien from hcav n with passions foul obscuied 
]\Iine eye pursued him still but under shade 
Lost sight of him , one of the banish’d crew, 

1 feai, hath ventured fiom the deep to raise 
New troubles , him thy care must be to find 
To whom the winged warrior thus return d 
Uriel, no wonder if thy perfect sight 
Amid the sun’s bnght circle wheie thou sitt’st, 
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See far and wide in at tins gate none pass 
The vigilance here placed, but such as come 
Well known from heav n , and since meridian hour 
No creatuie thence If spirit of other sorb. 

So minded have o^ rlcap’d these eai*thy bounds 
On purpose hard thou know’st it to exclude 
Spiritual substance with coiporeal bar 
But if within the circuit of these wall s 
In whatsoever shape he lurk of whom 
Thou tell st, by raorrovv dawning I shall know 
So promised he and TIiilI to his charge 
Beturn d on that bright beam whose point now laised 
Bore him slope downuaid to the sun now f ill’n 
Be noa tilth A /ores A^hethei the pnme orb, 

Inc redd »le bow swift, had hither roll’d 
Diurnal oi this less volubil earth. 

By si oiler flight to th east h id h ft him there, 
Allaying with it fleeted purple and gold 
The clouds that on his western throne attend 
Now came still evening on and twilight griy 
Had in her sobei livery all things clad, 

Silence accomjianied , foi lieast and bird 
They to their grassy couch these to then nests, 

Were slunk all but the w ikctiil nightingale 
She all night long her xmorous descant sung , 

Silenc<^ was pleased now glow d the fii m ament 
With living sappliiies Hesperus tlixt led 
The starry host rode brightest, till the moon, 

Bising m clouded majesty at length 
Apparent queen unveil d her peerless light, 

And o er the dark her silver mantle thiew 

When Adam thus to Eve Fair consort, the hour 
Of night and all things now retiied to rest 
Ml ad us of like repose, since God hath set 
Labe ur and rest, as day and nigbt, to men 
Successive, and the timely dew of sleep 
Now falling with soft slumbrous weight inclines 
Our eyebds other creatures all day long 
Rove idle, unexnploy’d, and less need rest 
Man hath his daily work of body or mind 
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Appointed, whicli declares Ins dignity, 

And tlie regard of heaven on all his ways , 

While other aunnals nnactive lange. 

And of their doings God takes no account 
To morrow ere fresh morning stieak the east 
With hrst approach of light we must be iisen. 

And at our pluasant labour, to rtfoim 
Yon flowery arbours yonder alleys gieen, 

Our walk at noon with branches overgrown, 

That mock otii scant manuring and rcquiic 
Moic hands than ours to lop their wanton giowtli 
Those blossoms also and those dropping gums. 

That he bestrown unsightly and unsmooth, 

Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with case 
Meanwhile as nature wills, night bids us rest 
To whom thus Eve with perfect beauty adorn d 
My author and disposer, what thou bidd st 
Unargued I obey so God ordains , 

God is thy law, thou mine, to know no moie 
Is worn in s happiest knowledge and hci piaise 
With thee conveising I foigct ill time 
All seasons and their eh inge, all ideise alike 
Sweet IS the brcith of mom hci nsiug sweet 
With charm of earliest buds, pleisaiit the sun, 

"W hen first on this delightful land lie spreads 
His orient beams, on heib, tree fruit and flower, 
Glisthing with dew , fiagi int the fertile earth 
After soft showeis , and sweet the coming on 
Of giateful ev ning mild, then silent night 
With this her solemn bird and this fair moon, 

And these the gems of heav n her starry tram 
But neither bre ith of morn when she ascends 
With charm of earliest birds nor rising sun 
On this delightful land nor herb, fiuit flower, 
Glist’rmg with dew, nor frigrance aftei showers, 

ISToi grateful evening mild, nor silent night 
With this hei solemn bird nor walk b}’’ moon, 

Or glittering starlight, without thee is sweet 
But wherefore all night long shine these ? for whom 
This glorious sight, when sleep hath shut all eyes ? 
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To whom our general ancestor replied 
Daughter of God and man, accomplish’d Dvc, 

Those have their course to finish, round tli^e eaith, 
By morrow ev mng and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet nnborn, 

IMinist ring light prepmd they s<t and use , 

Lest total daiknoss should hy night rtgaiil 
Her old possession and extinguish life 
In nature and ill things, which these soft hres 
ISTot only enlighten but with kindly he it 
Of various influence foment and w irm 
Ttni])ei or nourish or lo put shed down 
Iheir btellai Mitue on all k nds that grow 
On c arth, made he iei>'^ apttr to receue 
P ifeetion from the sun’s moie 2>otcnt riy 
I hese then thcmgli uu]><.held lu de( p of iii^hf 
Shinc^ not in \airi, noi Hunk lhou[ h nun woie none 
That he IV n would want spectators God want jnaisc 
Millions of siuiitual ertatnica walk the eaith 
I nseen, both when we w ike ind when we sleep 
-^11 these with ceaseless pi use Ixis works behold 
jk)th diy and night how often from the steep 
Of echoing lull oi thicket have we heaid 
Celestial voices to the nudj light air. 

Sole, or responsive eich to othei s note, 

Singing their gieat Creatoi ? off m bands 
While they ketp watch, oi luglilly lonndmg walk, 
With lieav 11I3 touch of iiistiuinc nt d sounds 
In full haimonic number )om d tin 11 songs 
Di\ ide the night, tnd lift our thoughts to lieav en 
Thus tdkuig hand in hind alone they jmss d 
On to their blissful bower it was a place 
Chosen by the sovereign jil inter when he fiamed 
All things to man’s delightful use the roof 
Of fkickest covert was inwoven shade, 

Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf, on either side 
Acanthus and each odorous bushy shrub 
Fenced up the veidant wall, each beauteous flower, 
Ins all hues, roses, and jessamin 
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Rear’d higli their flonnsh’d heads between, and wron^hl 
Mosaic , under foot the violet, 

Crocus, and hyacinth with rich inlay 

Broidtr’d the ground, more colour’d than with stone 

Of costliest emblem other creature heie, 

Beast, bud insect, or worm, durst enter none, 

Such was their awe of man In sh idler bower 
More saoitd and sequester d though but feign’d, 

Pan or ^ylvanus never slept , nor nymph, 

Nor Faunus haunted Here in close recess 
With flowers gaiHnds and sweet smelling herbs, 
Espoused Eve deck d fiist her nuptial bed. 

And heav’nly chons the Hymenman sung, 

What day the genial angel to oui sire 
Brought her in naked beauty more adorn’d. 

More lovely than Pandoia^ whom the Gods 
Endow d with all their gifts, and 0 too like 
In s id event when to the unw isei sou 
Of J iph(t brought by Hermes she ensnared 
Mankind with her fiii looks to be avenged 
On him who had stole Jov( s authentic fiie 
Thus at then sh idy lodge ariived, both stood, 

Both turn’d and under open sky adored 

The Gon that made both sky air, earth and heiv’n 

Wliieli tliey beheld the moon s lesplendent globe. 

And stairy pole Thou also m id’st the night, 

Maker Omnipotent, and thou the da} 

Which we in oui appointed work employ d 
Have finish d, happ} in our mutual help 
And mutual love, the ciowii of all our bliss 
Oi darn’d by thee, and this delicious place 
For ns too large, where thy abundance wants 


1 1 iiidoi a was % most beautiful woman 
on whom the gods bestowed till thur 
Jupitei tmaged with Piome 
thous the son of Taphet for hiving 
fe olen fire fiom heaven sent Pandora 
with a box of supposed treasures to 
bim to punish him but ho refused to 
receive her Hermes (or Mercury) then 
led hci to Prometheus s uuwiser 


brother Epirnotheus who received lici 
and was persuaded by hei to open the 
box she brought os her dowry It 
c ntamed all the ills which have suite 
afflicted humanity but //ope lemained 
at the bottom It is very probiblo that 
this fable originated in the true s ory 
of Eves disobedience and her entieuig 
Adam to share hex sm 
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Partakers, and ancropt falls to the ground 
But thou hast promised from us two a race 
1 o fill the earth, who shall with us extol 
Thy goodness infinite, both when we wake. 

And when we seek as now thy gift of sleep 
Thi«! said unanimous and other rites 
Observing none, but adoiation pure 
Which God likes best into their inmost bowei 
Handed they went , and eased the putting off 
These troubhsomc disguises which we wen 
Straight side by side wu< laid nor turn’d T ween, 
Adam from his fair spouse , nor Eve the iites 
Mysterious of connubial lo\e refused 
Whatever hypocrites austerely talk 
Of purity in<i place ind innocence, 

Defaming as impure what God deckite'^ 

Pure and commands to some, h aves fi ce to all 
Our Maker bids increase who bids abstiiu 
But our destroyer foe to God anl man? 

Hail wedd( d love, mysterious law, true source 
Of human offspring sole propriety 
In pxradise of all things common else 
By thee adulteious lust was diiv’n from men 
Among the bestial heids to range by thee 
Pounded in reason lo3’'al ]ust and puie, 

Belations dear, and all the chanties ^ 

Of father son, and bi other first weie known 
Far be it that I should write thee sin oi blame 
Or think thee unbefitting holiest place, 

Perpetual fountain of domestic sweets 
Whose bed is undefiled and chaste pronounced, 
Present, or past, as saints and patriarchs used 
Here Love his golden shafts employs, here lights 
constant lamp, and waves his pm pie wings, 
■Hei »n8 here and revels , not in the bought smile 
Of harlots, loveless, joyless, unendear d, 

Casual fruition , nox in court amours. 


1 Affections 
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Mix’d dance, or wanton mask, or midnight ball, 

Or serenate which the starved lover sings 
To his proud fan, best quitted with disdain 
These, lull d by nightingales, embracing slept, 

And on their naked limbs the flowery loof 
Showei d roses which the mom lepair d Sleep on 
Blest pair, ind 0 ’ yet h ippu st if ye seek 
No hippier state and know to know no moie 
Now li id night measured with hei shddow;y cone 
Half way up hill this vast sublunar vault, 

And from their ivory port the Cheiubim 
Foith issuing at th accustom d houi stood arm d 
To their night watches in warlike parade, 

When Gabiiel to his next in powei thus spake 
Uzziel ‘ half these draw off lud coast the south 
With stnetest watch , these othei wheel the north , 
Our ciicuit meets full west As fl ime they part. 

Half wheeling to the shield, hilf to the spear 
Fiom these two strong and subtle spiiits he cill d 
lhat neai him stood and gave them thus in chaigc 
Ithuiiel and Zephon with wing d speed 
Seaich thiough this gaiddi, leave n use arch d no nook 
But chiefly where those two f in creatuies ledge, 

Now laid perhaps asleep secuie of harm 
G’his evening fiom the sun’s decline anived, 

Who tells of some infernal spirit seen 
Hiiherwaid bent who could have thought P escaped 
T-he bars of Lcll on errand bid no doubt 
Such where ye find, seize fast ind hither bring 
So saying on he led his radiant files, 

Dazzling the moon, thtse to the bowci direct 
In seaich of whom they sought him theie they found, 
Squat 111 e a toad close at the ear of Eve , 

Assaying by Ins devilish art to reach 

The organs of her fancy, and with them forge 

Illusions as he list, phantasms, and di earns, 


1 This anjyela name signifies the discovery of God of Zephon a secitt 
stienzth of God or eearcher of secrets — Fiorn Huml 

^ The name of Ithunel signifies th# 
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Or if, inspiring venom, He might taint 
Th* animal spirits that from pure blood anse 
Like gentle breaths fiom rivers pine thence laise 
At least distemper’d, discontented thoughts. 

Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinatt desires 
Blown up with high conceits ingend ring piide 
Him thus intent Ithuriel with his spt ar 
Touch d lightly for no falsehood can cnduio 
Touch of celestial temper, but ittmns 
Of force to its own likeness up he starts 
Discover d and surpri/ed As when u sjmik 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powdei laid 
Fit for the tnn, some m ig i/ine to stoi e 
Against a rumour d war, the smutt> grim 
ith sudden hi xze difTused iiiilames the lu 
So started up m liis own shape llie hend 
Back stepp d those two f iir angels half amazed 
So sudden to behold the grisly king 
Aet thus, unmoitd with ftai ac v.ost him soon 
Which of those lebcl spirits adjudged to hell 
Com st thou, escaped tliy prison ? and transformed 
Wliy sat’st thou hi e an enemy in wait, 

Hoie watching at the head of these that slctp^ 
Know ye not Ihtn said Satan fill d with scorn, 
Know ye not me? ye knew me once no in ite 
Foi you, there sitting where ye durst not soai , 

Not to know me argues yourselves unknown, 

The lowest of your thiong, or if yt know. 

Why ask ye, and snpeifluous be gin 
Your message lil e to end as much in vain ® 

To whom thus Zeiihon answeiing scoin with scorn 
Think not, revolted spiiit thv shape the same 
Or undiminish d brightness to be known 
A I when thou stood st in heav n upiight and puie , 
That gloiy then when thou no more wast good, 
Departed from thee, and thou resemhlcst now 
Thy sm and place of doom obscure and foul 
But come, for thou, besaie, shalt give account 
To him who sent us, whose charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and these from harm 
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So spake the Cherub, and his grave rebuke, 

Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 
Invincible abash’d the devil stood, 

And felt how awful goodness is, and saw 
Virtue in her sh ipe how lovely, saw, and pined 
Hib loss , but chiefly to find here obseived 
His lustre visibly impair d , yet seem d 
ITndauntcd If I must contend, said he, 

Best with the best, the sender not the sent. 

Or all at once moie glory will be won, 

Oi less be lost Thy fear said Zephon bold, 

W ill save us trial what the least can do 
female against thee wicked, and thence weak 
’I’he fiend leplied not overcome with lage, 

But like a jnoud steed lein’d went haughty on, 
Champing Ins non curb to siine oi fly 
ITe held it vain, awe from above had quell’d 
His hcait not else dismay d How diew they nigh 
The western point, where those half lounding guards 
Just met, and closing stood in squadion join d, 
Awaiting next comrn ind 'I’o vhom their chief 
Gabriel from the front thus call’d aloud 
O friends, I heai the tiead of nimble feet 
IT isting tins way iiid now by g]im2:>st discern 
Ithiiinl and Zephon through the shade, 

And with them comes a third of regal port. 

But fided splendoui wan, who by his gait 
And fieice demeanoui seems the pnnee of hell, 

Hor likely to pait hence without contest 
fetand firm, foi in his look defiance lours 

He sc lice had ended when those two appioacli d, 
And brief related whom they bi ought, where found, 
How busied in what form and posture couch d 
To whom with stern regaid thus Gabriel spake 

Why hast thou, Satan, bioke the bounds pi escribed 
To thy transgressions, and disturb d the charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgress 
By thy example, but have power and right 
To question thy bold entrance on this place, 

Employ d, it seems, to violate sleep, and those 
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Whose dwelling God hath planted heie in bliss? 

To whom thus Satan with contemptuous biow 
Gabriel, thou hadst in heav n th’ esteem of wise. 

And such I held thee , but this question ask d 
Puts me in doubt Lives there who lo^v es his pam ? 

Who would not, finding way, break loose from hell, 

Though thithci doom’d P thou wouldst thyself, no doubt, 

And boldly ventiiie to whatever jdace 

Farthest fiom pain, wheje thou might st hope to change 

Tonnent with ease, and soonest recompense 

Dole with delight, which in this place I sought 

To thee no reason, who know st only good, 

But evil hast not tried and wilt object 
His will who bound us ? let Him surer bar 
His non gates, if He intends our stay 
In that dark durance thus much what was ask’d 
The rest is true , they found me where they say , 

But thit implies not violence or haim 

Thus he in scorn The warlike angel moved, 
Disdamfully half smiling, thus reifiied 
O loss of one in heav ii to judge ot wise 
Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew 
And now returns him from his piison scaped, 

Giavtly 111 doubt whether to hold them wise 
Or not, who ask whit boldness brought him hither 
Unlicensed fiom liis bounds m hill presciibcd 
So wise he judges it to fly from pam 
Howevti, and to scape his punishment 
So judge thou still, presumptuous, till the wiath. 

Which thou incurr st by flying meet tiiy flight 
Sevenfold, and scouige that wisdom back to hellj 
Which taught thee j et no better, that no pain 
C an equal anger infinite provoked 

wheiefore thou alone P wherefore with thee 
Came not all hell broke loose ? is pain to them 
Less jiain, less to be fled, or thou than they 
Less hardy to endure ? courageous chief. 

The first in flight from pain, hadst thou alleged 
To thy deserted host this cause of flight, 

Thou surely hadst not come sole fugitive 
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To which the fiend thus answer’d, frowning stern 
Not that I less endure or shrink from pain, 
Insulting angel, well thou know’st I stood 
Thy fiercest when m battle to thy aid 
The blasting vollied thunder made all speed. 

And seconded thy else not dieaded spear 
But still thy words at random as before. 

Argue thy mexpciience what behoves 
From hard s and ill successes past 
A faithful leadtr not to hazaul all 
'Ihrough ways of danger by iiinstlf untried 
T theiefcie I alone fiist undertook 
To wing the desolate abyss, and spy 
Ihis new creitedvorld whereof m hell 
Fiine IS not bihnt, here in hope to find 
Belter abode, and my afflicted Powers 
To settle heic on euth oi m mid an , 

Though foi possession put to try once moie 
Whit thou and thy gay legions due n gainst 
AVhose casiei Imsiiuss wore to seiv( then Loid 
High up in he u n with songs to hymn his throne, 
And juactiseel distiuces to cringe not fight 
To whom the waiiioi angol soon replied 
To say and sti uglit unsay, pretending first 
Wise to fly pain, jnofessing next the sp}, 

Argues no Icade r, but a liai traced 
S it ID and couldst thou faithful add ? O name 

0 sac ltd name of faithfulness piofined ^ 

1 aithful to whom ? to thy i ebellious crew ® 

Aimy of fiends tit body to fit head 

AV as this youi discipline and faith engaged. 

Your mihtaiy obedience, to dissohe 
Vllegiance to th’ acl nowlcdged Power supreme ? 
And thou sly hypocrite, who now wouldst seem 
I itio 1 of libeity, who more than thou 
Onee fawn’d and ciingd and sei vilely adored 
Jleav n s awful Monarch ? wherefore but in hope 
T o dispossess him, and thyself to reign ? 

But maik what I arreed thet, now , Avaunt , 

Flj thithei whence thou fledst if from this hour 
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Vi itlim these hallow d limits thou appear, 

Back to th’ infernal pit I drag thee chain’d 
And seal thee so,* as hcnccloith not to scoin 
The facile gates of hell too shghtly barr d 
So threaten d he but Satan to no threats 
G i\c heed but waxinj, more in r igt replied 
1 hen, when I am thv c iptivc talk (»f chains, 

Pioud hmitaiy Cherub but etc then 
hai ncavicr load tb}‘-clf expect to hel 
hiom pre\ iihng arm , though heiven s King 
KkIc on thy wings ^ and thou with tliy compeers, 

Lscl to the yoU, diaw st his tiiumphmt wheds 
in progress through the load of ht iv n stai pa^ed 
While thus he spike, th angdic squadron bright 
Turn d fieiy i ♦ d sharp mng m mooiu d horns 
Hull phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With polled spt irs as thick as when a hold 
Of Ceres, npe foi harvest waving bends 
Hti be aided giovc of eirs which wiy the wind 
Sways them , the careful ploughman doubting stands, 
Lest on the threshing flooi his hopeful slieaves 
Piove chaff On the other side Satan alirm d, 

Collteting ill his might dilated stood, 

Like Teneriff or Atl is uniemo\ed 

His statme reach d the sky, and on his crest 

Sat hoiror plumed, nor wanted in his giasp 

What seem d both speir and shield Kow dieadful deeds 

Might have ensued, nor only P ir idise 

In this commotion but the stuiy ci»pe 

Of heav n perhaps or all the elements 

At least had gone to wiaek, distuib d and torn 

With violence of this conflict, had not soon 

Th’ Eternal to pi event such horiid fray 

H ing forth in heav n his golden scales,** yet seen 

Betwixt Astrea and the Scorpion sign, 


> Rov XX 3 
^ Ezek i X and xi 22 
* The constellgition Libra Tins im ige 
of the Deity weighing the fates of the 
oombatanta is fouad both in H mer 
XXII Iliad —and m Vugil who re 


pic‘;ents Jupiter as weighing the 
of Imnus and iLneas — Aouison I 
Homer and Viigil the coinbatan s i 
weighed one against another but nt 
Satan only is weighed m one scale tl 
consequence of hisietreating m the oth 



176 


PAEdDISM LOST 


Wherein all things created first he weigh’d. 

The pendulous round earth with balanced air 
In counterpoise , now ponders all events 
Bxttles and 1 dims in these he put two weights. 

The sequel each of parting and of fight 
Tiie latter quick up flew and kick d the beam 
Which Gabriel spying thus bespake the fiend 

Satan I know thy stiength and thou know’st mine 
Neither our own but given , what folly then 
lo boast what arms c in do, since thine no more 
Til in heav ii pei mits, nor mine, though doubled now 
lo tiampk thee as rniicP for proof look up. 

And i(ad thy lot in yon celestixl sign 

Whcie thou ait weigh d ^ and shown how light, how weak, 

If thou lesist The fiend look d up and knew 

His mounted scale aloft nor more , but fled 

Murmuring and with him fled the shades of night 


of hi«t \nrl there IS this further only the oontendnipr paitfe'i — for Satan 

iinpi \omcnt th it ih in Horner and to load his v.udestmj' — New ion 

lliL f itos no woi^licd to satisfy * Dm v >7 

Jupiter hiiusclf it is hcie done to satisfy 
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BOOK T 


The Argument 


Mommg approm >icd Fvp rc 1 al< r to A U i bcr troublf some dream hi. lit os it not 
>cr (ornforts fier {bc^ c )mo foitb t > tL( ii di> labours tluii tm rnintr hymn at the 
U or of tbcir 1 ) \»i (ol to rtmici Man incxcnsablo s uis Hij Imil to admonish 
Li II of his obedient of his ft(« estate of bis cntrnj noai at hind who ho is and 
’ivhv his onomj in J \\hatooi t Iso 1 1 xy aMul A lam to know H i| ]i lei corncH U< wn 
i ) a h I his nn t n m o itsuibed his e nninpr discerned by \d im afai oft 
Rjtnn^. It tlie d oi f li s )wcr be cs out to moot him bnng’js him to bis lodge 
c uteri ima him Aith tho eh most fruits ct pnadxsc got to^o hci hy Fve tluir 
(iisf ui'se at table Paphatl pci forma lua nns af.o minds Ad un of hia stito uul of 
hi 8 cm mv 1 Jutes it \d»nr« re piest who th it enemy is and how ho oarno to bo 
begi mi ig fi m his fust it t It m luaven and the Kcaai »n thoroof how ht dime 
his legion ifter liim to tl o puts f tin m rth ind tlicre incited them t) icbil 
with him 1 ei u iding ill but only Abdiel a seraph whoinai uincnt dissu i its ami 
opposes him th ufoiaikosbim 


Now mom her rosy step‘s m th’ eastern clime 
Advancing, sow d the eaith with orient peail, 

When Ad im wahed, so custom’d, {t>r his sleep 
■V\ ns atry light fiom pnie digestion bred, 

And temperate vapours bland, which the only sound 
Of haves md fuming nils Aurora s fan 
Lightly dispersed and the shrill matin song 
Of birds on every bough so much the moie 
His wondei was to find unwaken d Lve 
With tresses discomposed and glowing cheek, 

As through unquiet rc st he on his side 
Leaning half raised with looks of coidial love 
Hung over her enamour d and behead 
Beiuty wliK h, whether waking or asleep, 

Shot forth peculiai giaces then with voice 
Mild, as when Zephyr us on Flora breathes. 

Her hand soft touching, whispei’d thus Awake, 

My lairest, my espoused, my latest found, 

Heav n’s last best gift, my ever new delight. 

Awake, the morning shines, and the fresh field 
Calls us, we lose the pnme, to mark how spring 
Our tended plants, how blows the citron grove, 

What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed. 


N 
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How nature paints her colours how the bee 
Sits on the bloom exti acting liquid sweet 

Such whispering waived hei, but with startled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing thus she spake 
O sole m whom my thoughts find all repose, 

M} glory, my pei feotion, glad I see 

Thy fice and mom returned, for I this night, 

feuch mght till tins I never pass J have dieam d, 

If dream d, not, as I oft am wont of thee, 

AVorks of day p iss d or morrow s next design. 

But of oflhncf and trouble which my mind 
Knew nevoi till this iiksorne ni„ht nictliought 
Close at mine ear one c ill d me loith to walk 
With gentle voice I thought it thine it s iid 
AVhy sleep st thou Kve? now is the pleas int time, 

'1 he cool thesihnt s ivc wheie silence yields 
To the night waibhng biid th it now awake 
'1 lines sweetest his love lahoui d song now reigns 
I ull oib d the moon ind with moic pleasing light 
Shadowy sets oflf the lai e of things in vain. 

If none legaid hea\ n w il e^ with all his eyes, 
Whom to behold but thee nature s desire 
In whose sight ill things joy with lavishmeiit 
AttiacUd by tby bianty still to gaze 
3 lose as at thy call, but found ihcc not , 

To find thee I directed then my walk, 

And on, methought, alone I pass d thiough ways 
That bi ought me on a sudden to the tiee 
Of interdicted knowledge fan it seem’d, 

Much fuller to my fancy than by day 
And as I wond i iiig lool d, beside it stood 
One shaped and wing d like one of those fiolfi heav u 
By us oft seen , his dewy locks distill d 
Ambrosia , on that tice he also gazed. 

And O fair plant said he with ^ nit surchaiged 
Deigns none to ease thy load and taste thy sweet, 

IS; or Gor>, nor man , is knowlecige so despised 
Or envy, or what reseri forbids to taste ? 

Forbid who will, none shall from me withhold 
licnger thy offei’d good, why else set here? 
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said, lie paused not, but with vent’rous arm 
He pluck’d, be tasted , me damp boiror dull d 
At ‘^udi bold words vouch d with a deed so bold 
Blit he thus over]oy d O fruit divine, 

^wcet of thyself but much more sweet thus cropj d, 
1 oi bidden here, it seems, as only fit 
lor Gods yet able to make Gods of men 
And why not Gods of men ninti good the more 
( ominuiiicated more ibundaut grows, 

Ihe n thor not impair d, but honour d more 
Here happy cicatme fan angelic Eve, 

Pa it ikt thou also Imppy though thou art, 

H ippa 1 thou may st bt woithier canst not be 
d isle this, and be hencefoitb among the Gods 
I liyself a Goddess, not to earth condiud 
But sometiuK 8 in the air as we sometimes 
Ascend to licav n by meiit tbine and see 

b it life the Gods live thcie and such live thou 
saying he diew nigh and to me held, 

1 \cu to my mouth of that same fruit held part 
\\ hicb lit had pluck d , the pleasant savouiy smell 
So quicken d apjietit that I methougVit, 

C ould not but t iste Forthwith up to the clouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The eaith outstretch d immense, a prospect wide 
And various wond ring at my flight ind change 
’J o tins lugli e\ iltation suddenly 
My guide was gone, and J, methouglit sunk down. 
And fell asletp but O how glad I waked 
1 o find this but a dream ^ Thus Eve her night 
Belated and thus Adam answer d sad 
Best image of myself and dearer half 
The tiouble of thy thoughts this night m sleep 
Affects me equally , nor can I like 
Til s uncouth dream, of evil spiung I fear 
Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none, 

Created pure But know that in the soul 
Are many lesser faculties that serve 
Reason as chief among these Fancy next 
Her office holds , of all external things. 
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Which the five watchful senses represent 
She forms imaginations, aery shapes. 

Which Reason joining or disjoining, frames 
All what we ifiirm, or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion , then retires 
Into her private cell when nature rests 
Oft m her al)scn( e inimio Fancy wakes 
To imitate her , hut misjoining shapes, 

Wild woik prodiKts oft and most in dreams, 

111 matching woids and deeds long p ist oi late 
♦Some Midi rescmhl incis nu thinks 1 tind 
Of oiii last (veiling h txlk in this thy dicim 
But with addition string( , yet be not bad 
> vil into the mind of God or man 
M ly come and go so unappioved, and leaie 
No spot or blame b( bind which gives me hope 
That what m sleep thou didst abhor to dieam, 

W iking thou n(v(r wilt consent to do 
Be not disln aitcn d then nor cloud those lool s 
That wont to be moie cbcdtul and stiene 
Than when fair morning hist smilis on the woild, 
And let ns to oni fiish emplo>ments use 
Among t lit gro\(s the fount i ins aiiel the fiow’is, 
That ojien now tin ii choictst bosoniM smdls, 
Etseivtd fiom night ana kept for thee in stoic 
So cht 1 1 d lie Ins fair spouse and she was cheei d , 
But sihntly a gentle tear let tall 
From (ither eye md wiped them with hei hair 
Two other precious drops that reidy stood, 

Fach in their crystal sluice he ere they fell 
Kiss d as the gr icious signs of sweet lemorse. 

And pious awe that feard to ha\e ofiended 
So all was clcai d, and to the field they haste 
But first, from iiudei shady arborous roof 
8oon as they forth were come to open sight 
Of dayspring and the sun who scarce uprisen 
With wheels yet hov ring o er the ocean bnm 
Shot parallel to the earth his dewy ray, 

Discovenng in wide landscajie all the east 
Of Paradise and Eden’s happy plains. 
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Lowly they bow’d adoring, aod began 
Their orisons each morning duly paid 
In various style , for neitlw r various style 
Isfor liolj rapture wanted thty to praise 
Their Maker, in fit strains pronounced or sung 
Uninc dilated, such prompt eloquence 
Flow d from then lips in prose or numoious veise. 
More tuneable than needed lute oi harp 
To add moie s>\eetness and they thus liegan 
Tlnse are thy glorious works Pirent of good. 
Almighty, tliine this uinveiail fiame, 

Thus wondums fair, thvsclf how wondrous then ^ 
ITiifepeakaMe who sitt st above tiitsc heavens. 

To UR in\ifeible or dimly seen 
In these thy lowtht woiks yet these declare 
^Iiy goodness be} uiid tbongbt and power divine 
Speak }e who btst can tell yt sons of light, 

Angels for ye behold him and with songs 
And choial symphonuh day without night, 

C iicle his throne rejoicing, yc m heaven, 

On earth ]oin all ye ore ituies to extol 
Him fust him last him midst and without end 
Fairest of stars lastm the tiam of night 
If better thou belong not to the dawn 
Sure pledge of day ih it crown si the snuhn<^ morn 
With thy bright ciiflet prust him in thy sphere 
While day aims that sweet horn of piime 
I hou sun of this grext world both eye and soul, 

Acl nowltdge him thy gieater sound Ins piaise 
In thy etera il coui'se, both when thou climb st 
And when high noon hast gun d and when thou fall st 
Moon, that now meet st tfte orient sun now fly’st, 
With the fixed Htars, fixed in their orb that flies. 

And ye five othei wand ring fires that move 
In mystic d ince not without sorg i resound 
His piaise, who out ot darkness call d up hght 
Air, and ye elements the eldest biith 
Of nature s womb, that in quaterniori run 


» Alluding to the Pythagorean idea of the music of the spheres 
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Perpetual circle multiform, and mix 
And nounsh all things, let your ceaseless change 
Vary to our great Maker still new praise 
Ye mists and exhalations that now rise 
From hill or steaming lake dusky or giey, 

Till the sun paint your Heccy skirts with gold. 

In honour to the world s grc it author nsc, 

Whether to dtck with clouds the uncolour d sky 
Or wet thi thiisty eirth with falling showers, 
Rising oi falling still advance his praise 
His praise ye winds that fiorn foui quarteis blow 
Brc ithc soft or lond , and wave youi tops, ye pines 
With ov(ry pi int in sign of worship wave 
1 oiint 11 ns aud yc th it warble as ye flow, 

Melodious mmmurs w irhling tune his piaise 
Join voice s all ye living souls, ye buds, 

Th it singing up to heivcn git( ascend. 

Bear on your wings and in your note s his praise , 
Ye that in waters glide and ye that walk 
1 he earth and stately tread or lowly creep , * 
Witness if I be silent morn or tvtn 
To hill or valley fount iin, or fresh shade 
M ido voc il bv iny song, md taught his praise 
Ilail uriivt rsal Loid be bounteous still 
To give us only good and if the night 
Have gather d aught of evil oi coneeild 
Disperse it, as now light dispels the dark 

So pi ay d they innocent, and to their thoughts 
Firm peace recovei d soon and wonted calm, 

On to their moiiung s niral work they haste 
Among sweet dews and flowers where any row 
Of fruit trees over woody reach d too far 
Their pamper d* boughs and needed hands to cheek 
Fruitless embraces oi they led the vine 
To wed her elm she spoust d about him twines 
Her mariiageable arms and with her brings 
Hei dower th’ adopted clusters, to adorn 
His barren leaves Them thus employ’d beheld 


* See PatUm cxivuf. 


Uiireatraixie4 
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With pity heav’a’s high King and to Him called 
Kaphaeh the sociable spirit that deign’d 
1 o travel with Tobias, and seen red 
His marriage with the sevtn times wedded maid 
Kapliael, said lu thou hear st what stir on eaith 
Satan, from hell scap d tbr<^>ngh tlit daiksome gulf. 

Hath raided in paradise, and how disturb d 
This night the human pair how he designs 
In tht m at once to ruin all mankind 
(iO ihtrefoie, hall this day as friend with fiiend 
C on\ers6 with Ad im, m what bowei or shade 
'Ihru find st him liom the heat of noon retiicd, 

’1 o lespite Ills day labour with repast, 

Or with leposc, and such discourse bring on, 

As may ad\is( him of his happy state 
Uipli^iKas in his powt i kit fite to will 
Lett to his own free will his will though free, 

Ytt mut iblo whence wirn him to beware 
He swerve not too seeuic , tell bim withal 
His daiigei and from whom, whit enemy 
T^ate f ill n himself from heaven, is plotting now 
[he fall of otlieis fiom like state of bliss, 

By violence ^ no for that sh ill be withstood, 

But by deceit and Iks this let him know. 

Lest wilfully transgressing he pretend 
Surpnsal nnadmonish d unforewarn’d 
So spake th eternal Fither and fulfill d 
All justice nor delay d the wingid saint 
After his chirge received , hut from among 
7 hou sand celestial ardours, where he stood 
Veil d with his gorgeous wings, up spiinging light 
Flew through the midst of heav’ii , tli>’ angelic choirs. 

On each hand parting, to his speed gave way 
Through all th* empyreal road , till at the gate 
Ot heav n an i\ed, the gate itself open d wide 
On golden hinges turning as by woik 
Divine the sov reign Architect had framed 
Fiom hence, no cloud, or to ob tract his sight. 

Star interposed, however small he sees, 

Hot unconform to othei shining globes, 
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Earth and the garden of Gon, with cedars crown’d 
Above all hills as when by night the glass 
Of Galileo, less assured, obseiwes 
Imagined lands and regions in the moon 
Or pilot from amidst the Cyclades* 

Delos, or Samos, first appearing kens 
A cloudy spot Down thither prone m flight 
He speeds, an 1 thiongh the vast ethereal sky 
Sails between worlds aid worlds, with steady wing 
Now on the pol ir winds, then with quick fan 
Winnows the biivom air , till within soar 
Of tow ring englcs, to all the fowls he seems 
A phoenix ga/td by all as that sole bird 
When, to inshrme his reliqnes in the sun’s 
Bright temjfle to Egypti lu 'I hehes he flies * 

At once on th eastern el iff of paradise 
He lights, and to lus projiei shape i etui ns 
A sdaph wing d six wings he wore to shade 
His lineaments divine the pair th it ( Hd 
E ich shouldei bioad came in intling o er his bieast 
With regsl ornament the middle pin 
Girt like i stirry /one his waist and lonnd 
Skirted Ins loins and thighs with downy gold 
And colours dipp d in liei\ n tlu third lus feet 
Shadow d fioni either heel with feather d m ul 
Sky tinctured gi iin Like Alaia s son® he stood, 
And shook his plumes, that heav nly fragiance fill d 
The cireuit wide Stuught knew him all the bands 
Of angels undei w itch and to his state, 

And to his message high in honour use 
I or on some message high they guess d him bound 
’1 heir ghtteiing tents he pass d and now is come 
Into the hhsstiil held, thiough gro\es of mynh, 
And flow ring odours, cassia, nard, and balm , 


• IhI nids of tho ArcliipeHtfo 
The phcenlK wvs u fabliKl bird of 
■wdiich one onh was said to tviat at a 
time It was exquimtoly beautiful and 
hvod many bundrod years, A the end 
of life it made a pile of aromatic 
voods which it kmdled, aiid« famuiig 


the flames with its wings polished in 
the bl From its ashes sprang anotb ei 
l>hoanix Ihe pheenix made his funeral 
prro in the sun s temple at Thobes 
® The feathered Mertuiy — Shaki 
sprAKE Mercury had wings on his feet 
as well as his shouldeis 
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A wilderness of sweets , for nature here 
Wanton d as in her prime, and play d at will 
Her virgin fancies, pouring forth moie sweet, 

Wild above rule or art , enormous bliss 

Him through the spicy forest onwaid come 

Adam discern d, as m the door he sat 

Of his cool bower while now the mounted sun 

Shot down direct his fervid rays, to warm 

Earth s inmost womb moic warmth than Adam needs , 

And Eve within, due at her hour pie part d 

For dinner savoury fruits, of taste to please 

True appetite and not disrelish thirst 

Of nectaious draughts between from mill y stream, 

Be’ry, or grajie to whom thus Adam cull d 

Haste hither Eve and worth thv sight behold 
Eastward among those trees wliat glorious sh ipe 
Comes this way moving seems another mom 
Kisen on mid noon some great bthe<<t from hcav’n 
^lo us jierhaps he brings, and will vouchsafe 
This da;y to be oui gut st But go with speed 
And what thy stores contain bring forth, and jiour 
Abundance fit to honoui and receive 
Our heav nly str ingcr , well we may afford 
Our givers then own gifts and large bestow 
From large bestow d, where natuie multiplies 
Hti fertile growth and by chsbuidhiirig grows 
More fruitful whieh instructs us not to spue 

To whom thus Fve Adam, e uth s hallow d mould. 
Of God inspired sradl store will serve wheie stoie 
All seasons npc for use hangs on the stalk , 

Save what by frugal storing firmness gains 
To nourish and superfluous moist consumes 
But I will haste, and from each bough and brake, 

Ea^'h plant and juiciest gourd, will pluck such choice 
To e itertain our angel guest, as he 
Beholding shall confess, that here on earth 
Gob hath dispensed his bounties as in heav’n 
So saying, with dispatchful looks in haste 
She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent 
What choice to choose for delicacy best, 
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What order, so contrived as not to mix 
Tastes, not well join’d inelegant, but bring 
T asto after taste upheld with kindliest change , 

Bt stirs her then, and from each tender stalk 
Whatever e irth, all bearing mother, yields 
In India east or west, oi middle shore 
In Pontus, or the Punic coast, ‘ or where 
Alcinous rtign d fruit of all kinds iii coat 
Rough, or smooth lined oi beardid husk or shell. 
She gathers tribute large, and on the boaid 
Heaps with unsjiiring hind for drink the grape 
She ciushes inoifensive must ’‘and ineaths^ 

I rom many a bt rry and fiom sweet kernels press d 
Sht ttmpeis duket cicams nor these to hold 
W lilts her ht vessels puie then strews the ground 
With rose and odours from the shrub unfumed 
IMt in while our primitive great sue to meet 
Ills god like guest wall s forth without more train 
Accompanied than with his own complete 
Perfections in himself was all his st ite 
More solemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On jiiiuces, when then nth iciinuc long 
Of hoisea led and giooms Insmt ir d with gold 
Dazzles the ciowd in<i sets them all agape 
Ntaier liis presence Adim though not awed 
Yet with submiss appro ich and reverence meek. 

As to a supciior nature bowing low 
Thus s Lid Native of htav’n for other jdace 
None can than lieav’n such gloiious shape contain, 
Suite by descending from the thrones above, 

1 hose happy places thou hast deign d a while 
low int and honour these vouchsafe with us 
Two only who yet by sov’reign gift possess 
I his spacious ground, in yonder shady bower 
lo rest, and what the gaixlen choicest bears 
To sit and taste till this mendian heat 
Be over, and the sun more cool decline 

* Grape juice unfenneuted 
^ Mead 


1 Cattliage 

2 I boeacia, an island in the Imlan Sea 
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Whom thus the angehc Virtue answei’d mild 
Adam I therefore came nor art thou such 
Created* or such pi ice hast here to dwell 
A 3 may not oft mvitc, though spirits of heav’n, 

I'o visit thee lead on then where thy bower 

0 trshxdcs for these mid hours till ev mng rise, 

1 h ive at will So to the sylvan lodge 
They cime, that like Pomona s arbour smiled 

ith How lets deck d and flagrant smells but Fve 
TIndeck d save with her self inoie lovely fair 
Than wood nymph or the fairest goddess feign’d 
Of three that in Mount Ida nal ed strove,* 

Stood to entertain her guest from heav n no \ til 
S lie needed virtue pi oot no thought inhrni 
Alti r (1 hei { heek On v^hom the angel H ul 
Bestow d the holy silutition used 
Long after to blest Mai 3 second Lve 
Hail mother of m inkiml wheiso fruitful womb 
Shill fill the woild moie nuinerouh with thy sons, 
’fhin with these v xiions fruits the tiees of Con 
H ive heap d this table liaised of grassy turf 
Then tiblo was and mossy seats had lounel, 

And on her ample square fiom side to side • 

All autumn piled though spring and autumn here 
Danced hand in hand A while discourse they hold, 
No fear lest dinner cool, when thus began 
Onr author IJeav nly stranger, please to taste 
These bounties which om Nouiishei, from whom 
All pel feet good immeasuied out descends, 

To us for food and for delight hath caused 
The earth to yield , unsavoury food, perhaps, 

To spiiitual natures only this I know, 

That one celestial Father gives to all 
Tc whom the angel Therefore what He gives, 
Whose praise be ever sung to man in part 
Spmtual may of purest spirits be found 
No ingrateful food and food alike those puie 

1 Alhidmg to the judj^ment of Paris tended for tht apple inscuLed 
wlicn Jim Mimrva and Vonua con fairest 


To the 
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As doth your rational , and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 
Of sense, whereby they hear see, smell, touch, taste, 
Tasting concoct, digest, assimilate. 

And corporeal to incorporeal tin n 

h 01 know whatever was created needs 

*^1 o be sustain d and fed , of elements 

The grosstr f( eds the pimr, earth the sea, 

liarth and tlie se i feed air , the air those hres 

1* the r( al and as lowest fii st the moon , 

Whence in her visige lound those spots, unpurged 
Vapours not yet into her substance turn d 
Nor doth the moon no nourishment exhale 
h lom her moist continent to higher orbs 
The sun that light impaits to all, receives 
Iiom ill his alimental iceomponci 
In humid exh ilations and it ovin 
Sups with the o< e an Though in heav n the trees ^ 
(If hie imbrosiil fruitage be u and \ines 
Yield nectar tlio from oft the houghs each mom 
We brush mellillnous dews and find the ground 
Cov^i d with penly grain , ^ yet Goi) hath heie 
V mod his hounty so with new delights 
As may compare with heaven, and to taste 
limk not I shall be nice feo down they sat. 

And to their viands fell, nor seemingly 
The angel nor in mist, the common gloss 
Of theologians, but with keen dispatch 
Of real hungei and concoctive heat 
I o transubstantiate what redounds transpires 
Through spirits with ease, noi wonder, if by file 
Of sooty eoal the empyne alehymist 
Can turn or holds it possible to turn, 

!Metals of drossiest ore to xierfect gold 
As from the mine Meanwhile at table Eve 
Minister d naked, and their flowing cups 


' P^alm Ixxviil 25 cv 40 

» Ihe bread of Heaven, % t , manna. Rev xxil 2 Matt xxvi 20 
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With pleasant liquors crown’d O umocenc© 

Deserving paradise * if ever, then, 

Then had the sons of God excuse to have been 
i namour d at th\t sight , but lu those hearts 
Love unliladmous reign d, nor jealousy 
Was understood the inj med lover’s hell 

Thus \\hen with meats and drinks they had sufficed. 
Not burden d nature sudden mind aiose 
In Adam not to let th occasion pass. 

Given him by this great eonfeienct to know 
Of things above his world and of their being 
A\ho dwell in heiv n, whose cxcclknce he saw 
li inscend his own so far whose ladiant forms. 

Divine etlulgcnfc whose high power so far 
F'cctedtd humeri , and hi^N waiv speech 
Thus to th empale il minister he fiamcd 
Inhabitant w th Goi> now 1 now I well 
Ihy favour in this honour done to man, 

Lnder whose lowly roof thou h ist vouehsafed 
To entei and these earthly fiuits to taste, 

Food not of angels yet accejited so 

As that more willingly thou could st not seem 

At heav n s high ftasts to have fed yet what compare ? 

To whom the winged Hierarch leplied 
O Adam one Almighty is from whom 
All things piocctd and uji to Him it turn, 

If not dcpiaved from good created all 
Such to perfection, one first matter ill. 

Indued with vaiious foims, various degiecs 
Of substance and, m things that live of life 
But more refined, moie spirituous and pure 
As nearer to Him placed, or nearer tending 
Ear'll HI their several active spheres assign d, 
lilLl ody up to spirit work, m bounds 
Proportion d to each kind So from the root 
Springs lightei the green stalk from thence the lea\es 
More aery, last the bright consummate flow r 
Spirits odorous breathes , flowers and their fruit, 

Man s nourishment, by gradual scale sublimed. 

To vital spirits aspire, to animal. 
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To intellectual, give botb life and aense. 

Fancy and understanding, wh'^nce the soul 
Ih ibon receives and reason is her being. 
Discursive or intuitive, discouibe 
Is oftest yours the latter most is ouis, 

DifFeiing but in degree, of kind the same 
Wonder not then what God for you saw good 
If I lefuse not but coiiveit, as >ou, 
n o proper substance time may come when men 
With xngels may partieipite, and find 
1^0 iriconvenunt diet noi too light faie 
And fi om these corpoial nutriments peihaps 
Vour bodies may it last turn all to spirit 
Ini2>iovod by iriet of time and wing d ascend 
Fthereal as wc or may at choice 
Iloie or in heiv iily jiaridises dwell , 

If yc be found olxdient and retain 
Unaltciably him Ills love (nlire, 

Whose proginy you iie Me in while enjoy 
our fill what liippincss this haj>py state 
Can fonijuehtnd ineai) ible of mou 

lo vvliom tlu jiatriareh of mankind replied 
O fivouiable s])irit 2>ro])itious guest, 

AVcll hast thou tiught the way th it might direct 
Our knowledge and the scilt of nafnre set 
1 1 om centre to ciu umfei c nee, win reon 
In contemjilation of cieated things 
By steps we m ly ascend to God But say, 

'SV^liat nieaut th it caution join d, If >e be found 
Ob( dient ? Can we want obedience then 
H o him, or ^lossibly Ins love desei’t, 

"W ho foim d ns from the dust and placed us here 
Pull to the utmost measure of what bliss 
Human desires cxn seek or apprehend ^ 

To whom the angel Son of heav n and earth 
Attend that thou art happy owe to God , 

That thou contiiiu st such owe to thy self. 

That IS, to thy obedience , therein stand 
This was that caution given thee , be advised 
God made thee perfect, not immutable , 
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And good He made thee, but to persevere 
He left it m thy power, ordain d thy will 
By nature free, not over ruled by fate 
Inextricable or stmt necessity 
Our voluntary service he requires, 

Hot our necessitated, such with him 
Finds no acceplMince, noi can find , for how 
Can hearts, not free he tiled whether they serve 
Willing or no who will but what they must 
By destiny, and ran no other choose P 
Myself and all tli* angelic host ihat stand 
In sight of God enthroned, our hxppy state 
Hold as you yours whik our obedience holds 
On othei surety none, freely we sene, 

Because we fitely love as in our will 
1 o love or not in this we stand or fall 
And some are tall n to disobedience lull n 
And so from heaven to deepest hell O fall 
I rom what high state of bliss into what woe ^ 

To whom our great progcniteir Thy words 
Atientnc and with more dclighttd ear 
Divine instructor I have heard, Ihin when 
Cherubic songs by night from ncighbounng lulls 
Aereal music send nor knew I not 
To be both will anel deed ereited free, 

\ ct that we never sh ill foiget to love 

Our Maker and obey IJiin whose command 

Single is yet so pist my constant thoughts 

Assured inc and still assure though what thou tell st 

H itli past in heav n some doubt within me move, 

But more desire to hcai if thou consent. 

The full rdation which must needs be strange, 
Wc'ithv of sacred silence to be heaid 
An<l we have yet large dd> for scarce the sun 
Hath finish’d half his journey and scarce l>egins 
Ills other half in the greit zone of hcav’n 
Thus Adam m ide request and Baphael, 

After short pause assenting thus began 

High matter thou enjoin st me, O prime of men. 

Sad task and hard , for how shall I relate 
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To human sense th* invisible exploits 
Of warnng spirits ® how without remorse 
The rum of so many, glonous once 
And perfect while they stood ? how last unfold 
The secrets of another world, perhaps 
Not 1 iwful to reveal^ yet lor thy good. 

This 18 dispensed and wh it surmounts the reach 
Of hum in sense 1 shall dehne ite so 
By hk rung sjiiiitual to eorpoial forms 
As mu} expuss them best though what if earth 
Be Imt Uie sh idow of hciv’n , and things thirem 
Each to other like moie than on earth is tliought ^ 

As yet this world was not and Chao wild 
Reign d wheie these he iv ns now roll where earth now rests 
Upon hir centre poised when on a day 
h or turn , though m eternity applied 
To motion meisures ill things dm able 
By piesent past and future, on such day 
As hoa\ ’ll s gre it ye ii * bungs foith th empyieal host^ 

Of angels by impciial summons e ill d 
Innumerable be foie th Almighty’s thione 
Foithwith flora all the end^ of heav n appear d 
Under their hiei iichb m oiders bright 
Ten thousand thonsind ensigns high advanced, 

St uid lids and gonf lions twixtvin md rear 
Stic im in the iir, and for distinction ser\e 
Of hierirelnes, of orders, and degiees 
Or in Iheir glittering tissues bear imblazed 
Holy mcmoiiils, acts of zeal and love 
Reeoided eminent Ihns when in orbs 
Of eiuiiit inexpi essible they stood, 

Orb within orb, the Father infinite. 

By whom in hhss imbosom d sat the Son, 

Amidst as from a flaming mount, whose top 
Brightness had made invisible, thus spake 
Hear all ye Angels, progeny of light 


1 Plato s great year was probably in to litre it set out when thrir motaon 

Jttiltuns mind It was h i evolution of first began —Fro/ 1 Richardson ** 

ill the spheres Eveij thing returns 2 job i 6 Dam \a 10 
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Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, 

Hear my decree,^ which unrevohed shall stand 

This day I have begot whom I declare 

My only Son, and on this holy hill 

Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 

At my right hand , your head I him appoint , 

And by my Self have sworn to him shall bow 
All knees in hoav’n, and shall confess him Lord 
Undtr his great vice gerent rugn abide 
United, as one individual soul. 

For iner happy him wlio disobeys 
Me disobej & breaks union, and, that day 
Cast out tioni Cion and blessed vision, falls 
Into utter daikncss deep ingulf d his i:>lacc 
Ordiin d without redt mption, without end 
So spake th Onmipottnt and with his woids 
All seemed well pdeased , all seem’d but weie not all 
That day as othci solemn da;ys, tiny spent 
In song and dance about the sacred hill, 
stical dincc which yonder starry spheie 
Ot planets and tif fix d in ill hei wheels 
Kescmbles nearest mazes intrieate, 

Eccentiic inlervolved, yet regular 

Then most, when most irregular they seem , 

And in then motions harmony divine 

So smooths hei charming tones that God’s own ear 

Listens delighted Lv ning now approach d, 

For we have also our ev mng and oui morn, 

We ouis for change delectable not need, 

Forthwith from dance to sweet repast they turn 
Desirous, all in ciicles as they stood. 

Tables are set, and on a sudden piled 
Witn angels’ food, and rubied nectar flows, 

In pearl, in diamond, and massy gold , 

Fruit of dehcious vines, the growth of heav’n 
On fiow’rs reposed and with fresh flowerets crown’d. 
They eat, they drink, and m communion sweet 
Quaff immortality and joy, secure 


m 
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Of surfeit where full measure only bounds 

Excess, before th’ all bounteous Kmg, who shower’d 

With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy 

Now when ambrosial night with clouds exhaled 

From that high mount of God, whence light and shade 

Spring both the face of bnghtest heav n had changed 

To grateful twilight, for night comes not there 

In darker veil, and roseate dews disjxised 

All but the unsleeping eyes of God to rest,* 

Wide ovci all the plain and wider far 
Than all this globons earth in plain outspread, 

Such aie the courts of God, th’ angelic throng 
Dispased in bands and files, their camp extend 
By living sticams among the tiees of life, * 

Pavilions numberless and sudden real d, 

Ctkstul tabernacles, where they slept 

Fann’d with cool winds save those who m their course 

Melodious hymns about the sov ’reign throne 

Alternate all night long But not so waked 

featan, so call him now, his formei name 

Is heard no moie in heav’ii , he of the first 

If not the hist arch angel, gieat in power, 

In favour and pre eminence, yet fraught 

With envy against the Son of God, that day 

Honoiii d by bis great Father, and proclaim’d 

Messiah King anointed, could not bear 

Thro’ pride that sight, and thought himself impair’d 

Deep malice thence conceiving and disdain, 

Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour. 
Friendliest to sleep and silence, he resolved 
With all his legions to dislodge, and leave 
Unworshipp d, unobey’d, the throne supreme, 
Contemptuous, and his next subordinate 
Awak ning, thus to him in secret spake 
Sleep’st thou, companion dear, what sleep can close 
Thy eyelids P and remember’ st what decree 
Of yesterday so late hath jiast the hps 


) Psalm exxi 4 * He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor slei(^ 
8 Rev xxii 
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Of lieav’n’s Almighty ^ Thou to me thy thoughts 
Wast wont, I mine to thee was wont to impart 
Both waking we were one , how then can now 
Thy sleep dissent? new laws thou see st imposed , 
Ntw laws fiom Him who reigns new minds may raise 
In us who serve, new counsels, to debate 
What doubtful may ensue , more in this place 
To utter is not safe Assemble thou 
Of all those myriads which we lead, the chief 
Tell them, that by command, eie yet dim night 
Her shadowy cloud withdraws I am to haste, 

And all who under me then banneis wave, 

Homeward with dying maich wlieie we possess 
The quarters of the north * ihtit to ]ire]>are 
Fit entertanimtut to receive our King 
The great MesMah, and his new commands , 

Who speedily through all the hiei archies 
Intends to pass triumphant, and give laws 
So spake the f ilse arch angel and infused 
Ba 1 influence into th unwary breast 
Of his associate, he together calls, 

Oi sevei il one by one the legent Poweis, 

Under him legent tells as he was taught, 

That, the Most High commanding, now ere mghl, 
Now (re dim night had disincumber d heav*n, 

The great hieiarchial standard was to move, 

Tells the suggested cause and casts between 
Ambiguous words and jealousies to sound 
Oi taint integrity but all obeyM 
The wonted signal, and superior voice 
Of their great potentate, for gieat indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in heaven , 

His count nance, as the morning star that guides 
The starry dock, allured them, and with lies 


1 How art tbou fallen O Lucifer 
fon of tlie rnomuig for tbou 

hast soil in tfaine heart I will ascend 
into heaven I will exalt my throno 
above the stars of God I will sit also 
tipon the in mnt of the congregation 1 1 
the sides of ike north ^—Isaiah xiv part 
oi 12 and 13 vs In Shakespeare let Fart 


of Henry VI Act V 8c 3 loan of Arci 
addressing the fiends colls them - 
substitutes 

Unto the lordly monarch of the north 
i e the dtvil This was probably in 
accordance with popular superstinon 
which imialL g t /e an Jh name to the 
noi thr aide of even a churchyard 
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Drew after him the third part of heaven’s host ’ 
Meanwliile th’ eternal Eye, whose sight discerns 
Abstrusest thoughts, from forth His holy mount. 
And from within the golden lamps * that burn 
Nightly before Him, saw without their hght 
Hebelhon rising, saw in whom, how spread 
Among the sons of morn * what multitudes 
Were bandul to oppose His high decree , 

And smiling to His only Son thus said 
Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full resplendence heir of all my might, 

Nearly it now Concerns us to be sure 
Of our omiU])otence, and with what arms 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim 
Of deity or empiie, such a foe 
Is using who intends to ereet his Ihrone 
Equal to ours, thioughout the spacious noith, 

Nor so content, hath in his thought to tiy 
In battle whet our powci is oi our right 
Let us advise and to this h i/aid diaw 
With speed what foice is h ft, and all employ 
In our defence, lest uniwaies we lose 
This our high plaec our sanctuaiy, oui hill 
To whom the bon with c aim aspect and clear 
Light’ ning divine, ineffibh bcreno. 

Made answer Mighty Fatht r. Thou Thy foes 
Justly hast m derision md secure 
Laugh’st at their vam designs and tumults \ain,'‘ 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
Illustrates, when they see all regal power 
Giv n me to quell their pride, and in event 
Know whether I be dextrous to subdue 
Thy rebels or be found the worst in heav’n 
So spake the Son but Satan with his jiowers 
Fai was advanced on wingbd speed, an host 
Innumorahle as the stars ot night. 

Or stars of morning, dewdiops, which the sun 


1 3cU 8, 4. 
* Bm iv 6 


s Isaiah xiv IS, 
« Psalm ii. t 



PARADISE LOST 


m 


Impearls on every leaf and every flower 
Kegions they pass’d, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim, and Potentates, and 'Thrones 
In their triple degrees, regions to \\ hich 
All thy dominion, Adam is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the earth. 

And all the sea from one entire globose 
Stretch’d into longitude , which having pass’d, 

At length into the limits of the north 
They came, and Satan to his royal seat 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 
R used on a mount, with pyramids and tow’rg 
Piom diamond quarnes hewn, and rocks of gold, 

'I^he palace of great Lucifer, so call 
'I'hat «?tructure m the diale< t of men 
Interpreted which not long after he, 

Afilcting all equality with God 
In imitation of that mount’ whereon 
Messiah was declared in sight of heav n 
The mountain of the congregation calld, 

For thither he assembled all his tram, 

Pretending so commanded to consult 
About the great reception of their king, 

Thithtr to come and with calumnious art 
Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms virtues, powers, 
If these magni fic titles yet remain 
Not merely titulsr since by decree 
Another now hath to himself ingioss d 
All power, and us eclipsed under the name 
Of king anointed, foi whom all this haste 
Of midnight march and hunied meeting here, 

This only to consult how we may best 
With what may be devised of honours new 
Receive him, coming to receive from us 
Knee tribute yet unpaid, prostration vile. 

Too much to on^ but double how endured, 

To one and to his image now proclaim’d P 


Psalm ii 6 
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But wliat if bettei counsels might erect 
Our mmds, and teach us to cast off this yoke P 
Will ye submit your necks, and choose to bend 
The supple knee? ye will not, if I trust 
To know ye right, or if ye know you i selves 
Natives and sons of heav*n, possest befoie 
By none, and if not equal all, yet free. 

Equally f^ee , for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well consist 
Who can in reason then oi right assume 
Monarchy over such as live by right 
His equals, if in powd and si)loiidour less. 

In fieedom equal? oi can introduce 
Eaw and edict on us, who without law 
Err not P much less for this to be our Lord, 
And look for idoration, t.o th abuse 
Of those im]>en il titles, which assert 
Our being oidam d to govern not to serve P 
Thus far his bold disc oiirse without control 
Had audience, when among the seraphim 
Abdicl th ill whom none with more ^eal adored 
The Deity and divine commands obey d, 

Stood UJ3, and in a flame of zeal set ere 
The ouirent of his fuiy thus opposed 

O argument blasphemous, false, and proud, 
Words which no eai ever to hear in heiv’n 
Expected, least of all from thee mgrate. 

In place thyself so high abo\e thy peeis 
Canst thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The ]nst decree of God, pronounced and sworn, 
I hat to His only Son, by right endued 
With regal sotptre, eveiy soul in heav’n 
Shall bend the knee ’ and in that honoui due 
Confess him rightful king ^ unjust thou say’st. 
Flatly unjust, to bind with laws the free. 

And equal over equals to let reign. 

One o\er all with unsucceeded power 


1 Phaip ii 9 10 H 
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Shalt thou give law to God shalt thou dispute 
With him the points of lilierty, who made 
Thee what thou art» and form’d the pow’re of heav n 
Such as he pleased, and circumscribed their being? 

Yet by experience taught we know how good, 

And of our good and of our dignity 
How provident He is , how far from thought 
To make us less, bent lather to exalt 
Our happy state under one head more near 
United But to grant it thee unjust, 

That equal over equals monarch leign 

'Ihyself though gieat and glorious dost thou count. 

Or all angelic nature join d in one. 

Equal to him begotten Son, b^ whom 
As by His word the mighty Father made 
All things ev’n thee and all the spiiits of heav’n 
By him created in their bright degrees,* 

Clown d them with gloiy, and to their glory named 
Thrones dominations, princedoms, virtues, powers, 
h ssential powei s , nor by his reign obscured, 

But more illustrious made, since ho the head 
One of our number thus reduced becomes , 

His laws our laws all honour to him done 
Betuins our own Cease then this impious rage, 

And tempt not these , but hasten to appease 
Th incensed Father and th’ incensed Son * 

While pardon may be found in time besought 
So spake the fervent angel , but his real 
None seconded, as out of season judged 
Or singular and raoh , wheicat rejoiced 
The Apostate, and more haughty thus replied 

That we were form d then say’st thou ? and the work 
Ot secondary hands, by task transferr’d 
From Father to his Son P strange point and new * 

Doctnne which we would know whence leam’d who saw 
When this creation was ? remember’st thou 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being P 


) Bom ix 20 
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We know no time when we were not as now, 
Know none before us, self begot, self raised 
By onr own qnick’ning power, when fatal course 
Had circled his full oib, the birth mature 
Ot this our native heav’n, etheieal sons 
Our puissance is our own, our own right hand 
Shall teach us highest deeds, by proof to try 
Who is our equal then thou sh ilt behold 
Whether by sujiphcation we intend 
Address and to begird tli’ Almighty throne 
Beseeching or besieging This report, 

1'hese tidings carry to th* anointed king, 
j\nd fly ere evil intciccpt thy flight 

He said, and, as the sound of waters deep. 
Hoarse murmui echo d to his words applause 
lirough the infinite host , nor less for that 
Ihe flaming seiapli fearless, though alone 
Encompass d lound with foes thus answer d bold 
O alienate fiom God O spirit accuist 
Fors il 6n of all good I see thy fall 
Dttermiued and thy hapless crew involved 
In this perfidious fiaud contagion spre id 
Both of thy crime and punishment Hencefoith 
ISTo moie be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God’s M?ssi\ii , those indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchsafed, other dcciees 
Against thee nie gone forth without recall 
That golden sceptic which thou didst reject 
Is now an iron rod to bruise and break 
Thy disobedience Well thon didst advise, 

Xet not for thy advice oi threats I fly 
These wicked tents devoted lest the wrath 
Impendent raging into sudden flame 
Distinguish not , for soon expect to feel 
His thnnder on thy head, devouring fire 
Then who created thee lamenting learn. 

When who can nncreate thee thou shalt know 
So spake the seraph Abdiel faithful found. 
Among the faithless faithful only he 
Among mnumerable &Ise unmoved^ 
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UnsTialceu, unseduced, Tinternfied, 

His loyalty he kept his love, his /eal , 

Nor number nor example with him 'wrought 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind 
Though single Prom amidst them forth he pass’d, 
Pong way through hostile scorn, which he suslain d 
Supeiior, nor of violence fear’d aught 
And with letorted scorn his back he turn d 
On those pioud tow rs to swift destruction doom’d 
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The ARGtMENT 


Rnphatjl coiitiimea to i elite how Michael and rihncl v.ero sent forth to battle 
again«t S itau uid hm aoHels Ihe fiist fij^ht dts ril)e(i Sit in iiul his powers retire 
under night he c ills a <. ouncil invents devilish < iit,niOM whuh in the second days 
•fight put Michael and bis angola to some disor let but tht> at length pulling up 
mountains ovoi whelmed both the force and m ichincH of S itm vet the tumult not 
80 oiuiing Cod Jii the third day sends Messiah hia Son for whom he bad leserved 
the glory of that victory Ho in the power of liis Hath r t uniug to the pi ice and 
causing all Ida legions to stand still on either aide with his ehariot and thunder 
driving into the midst of hia enemies puiauea them un iblo to lesiat town da the 
wall of houvon whieh opotmig they leap down with honor and confusion into the 
place of punishment propaied for them m the deep Messiah returns with triumph 
to his father 


All night the dreadless angel nnpnrsucd 

Through heav’n’s wide champaign held his way, till morn, 

Waked hy the circling hours, with rosy hand 

Unharr’d the gates ot light There is a ca\e 

Within the mount of God, fast hy his throne 

Where light and darkness in perpetual round 

Lodge and dislodge by turns which makes through heav’n 

Grateful vicissitude like day and night 

Light issues forth, and at the other door 

Obsequious darkness enters, till her hour 

To veil the heav n though darkness there might well 

Seem twilight here , and now went foith the morn 

Such as in highest heav’n, array’d m gold 

Empyreal, from before her vanish d night, 

Shot through with orient beams when all the plain 
Cover’d with thick embattled squadrons blight. 

Chariots and flaming arms and fiery steeds, 

Reflecting blaze on blaze, first met his view 
War he perceived, war m piocinct, and found 
Already known what he for news had thought 
To have reported gladly then he mix d 
Among those friendly powers, who hmi received 
With joy and acclamations lond, that one. 

That of so many myriads falfn yet one 
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Return’d not lost On to the sacred hill 
They led him high applauded, and present 
Before the seat supreme , from whence a voice 
From midst a golden cloud thus mild was heard 
Servant of God, well done, well hast thou fought 
The better fight, who single hast maintain d 
Against revolted multitudes the cause 
Of truth m woid mightie^ than they in arms, 

And for the testimony of truth hast borne 
Universal reproach far worse to bear 
Than violence foi this was all thy care, 

To stand approved m sight of Goo, though woilds 
Judged thee perverse The easier conquest now 
Remains thte aided by this host of fi lends. 

Back on thy foes more glonons to retuin 
Than scorn d thou didst depart, and to subdue 
By force who reason for their law refuse, 

Right reason for their law, and for their king 
Messiah who by right of meiit reigns 
Go, Michael of celestial armies pnnee, 

And thou, m military piowess next, 

Gabriel, lead foith to battle these my sons 
Invincible, lead forth my arm^d Saints 
By thousands and by millions ranged for fight , 

Equal in number to that godless crew 
Rebellious , them with fire and hostile arms 
Fearless assault and to the brow of heav’n 
Pursuing drive them out from God and bliss, 

Into their place of punishment, the gulf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
His fiery chaos to receive their fall 

So spake the sovereign voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll 
In dusky wreaths reluctant flames, the sign 
Of wrath awaked nor with less dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high gan blow 
At which command the powers militant 
That stood for heav’n, m mighty quadrate join’d 
Of union irremstible, moved on 
In silence their bright legions, to the sound 
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Of instrumental harmony, that breathed 
Heroic ardour to adventVous deeds, 

Under their godlike leaders, in the cause 
Of OoD and his Messiah On they move 
Indissolubly firm nor obvious hill, 

Nor strait mng vale, nor wood nor stream, divides 

Their perfect ranks , for high above the ground 

Their march was and the passive air upbore 

Their nimble tread , as when the total kind 

Of birds in orderly array on wing 

Came summon’d over Eden to receive 

Their names of thee so over many a tract 

Of htav’n they march’d and many a province wide 

lYnfold the length of this terrene At last 

Fai in the horizon to the north appear d 

From skirt to skirt a fiery region stretch’d 

In battailous aspect and nearer view 

Bristled with upright beams innumerable 

Of rigid spears, and helmets throng’d and shields 

Vanous, with boastful argument pourtray d,* 

The banded powers- of Satan hasting on 
With funous expedition for they ween d 
That self same day, by fight or by surprize. 

To wm the mount of God, and on his throne 
To set the envitr of his state, the proud 
Aspirer , but their thoughts proved fond and vain 
In the mid way Though strange to us it seem’d 
At first, that angel should with angel war, 

And m fieice hosting^ meet, who wont to meet 
So oft m festivals of joy and love 
Unanimous as sons of one great Sire, 

Hymning th eternal Father , but the shout 
Of battle now began,^ and rushing sound 
Of onset ended soon each milder thought 
High in the midst exalted as a God 
Th’ apostate in his sun bright chariot sat. 


• Hero is an allusion to tlie designs 
and mottoes on shields 
« Mustering of hosts or armies 
I There was war in heaven Michael 


and Ins angels fought against the dragon, 
and the dragon fought and his angels 
and prevailed not Ac See Bev xil 
b8,9 
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IdoP of Majesty divme, enclosed 
With flaming Cherubim and golden shields 
Then hghted from his gorgeous throne for now 
’Twixt host and host but narrow space was left, 

A dreadful inteival, and front to front 
Presented stood m terrible array 
Of hideous length before the cloudy van. 

On the rough edge of battle ere it -join d, 

Satan, with vast and haughty strides adiaiiced, 

Came tow’iing arm d in adamant and gold 
Ahdiel that sight endured not, where he stood 
Among the mightiest, bent on highest deeds. 

And thus his own undaunted heart explorts 
O heav’n ^ that sucli resemblance of the Highest 
Should yet remain wheie faith and realty * 

Remain not, wherefore should not stiength and might 
Theie fail where virtue faiK or weakest piove 
Wheie boldest, though to sight unconquerable ® 

His puissance, trusting in th Almighty s aid 
I mean to ti y, whose reason I have ti ic d 
Unsound and false, nor is it aught but ]ust. 

That he who in debate of truth hath won 
Should will 111 arms in both dioputi s alike 
Victor though brutish that contest and foul, 

When reason hath to deal with force, yet so 
Most reason is that reason oveieome 

So pondeiing and from his armed peers 
Foi*th stepping o2>poBite half way he met 
His daring foe, at this pieveiition more 
Incensed and thus securely him defied 

Proud alt thou met ? thy hope was to have leacli d 
1 le highth of thy aspiring unopposed. 

The throne of Groi) unguarded, and his side 
Abandon’d at the terror of thy power 
Or potent tongue fool, not to think how vain 
Agamst th’ Omnipotent to nse in arms , 

Who out of smallest things could without end 


1 For Coimtetfelt—falae deUgr 
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Have raised incessant armies to defeat 
Thy folly , or, with solitary hand 
Beaching beyond all limit, at one blow 
Unaided could have finish d thee, and whelm’d 
Thy kgions under darkness but thou seest 
All ire not of thy trim , there be, who faith 
Prefer and piety to God , though then 
To thee not visible, when I alone 
Stem d in thy world erroneous io dissent 
From all my sect thou seest , now learn too late 
How few sometimes may tnow, wlien thousands err 
Whom the giand foe with scornful eye iskance, 
Thus answtr d 111 for tlue but m wish d hour 
Of my revenge fiist sought for thoii leturn st 
From flight seditious angel to reeeive 
Thv merited reward, the first ass ly 
Of this right hand provoked since first that tongue 
Insfmcd with conti adiction durst oppose 
A third ])art of the Gods, in synod met 
Their deities to assert who while they feel 
Vigour divine within the in cm allow 
Omnipotence to none But well thou com st 
Bcfoie thy fellows ambitious to win 
From me some plume that thy success may show 
Destruction to the rest this pause between, 
Unanswer d lest thou boast to let thee know, 

At first I thought that liberty and lieav n 
To heav nly souls bad been all one , but now 
I see that most through sloth had rather serve, 
Minist’nng spirits, train’d up in feast and song , 
Such hast thou arm d, the minstrelsy of beav n, 
Servility with fre edom to contend, 

As both their deeds compared this day shall prove 
To whom in brief thus Abdiel stem repbed 
Apostate, still thou err’st, nor end wilt find 
Of ernng, from the path of truth remote 
Unjustly thou deprav st it with the name 
Of servitude to serve whom God ordains, 

Or Hstture, God and Nature bid the same* 

When he who rules is worthiest, and excels 
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Them whom he governs This is servifcade. 

To serve th’ nnwijse, or him who hath rebelFd 
Against his worthier, as thine now serve thee, 

Thyself not free, but to thyself enthrall d , 

Yet lewdly dar’st oiir minibt'nng upbraid 
Reign thou in hell thy kingdom let me serve 
In heav’n Goi) ever bless d, and His divine 
Behests obey, worthiest to be ob( y d , 

Yet chains m hell not realms expect meanwhile 
From me return d as erst thou saidst, fiom flight, 
This greeting on thy impious crest receive 
So s tying a noble stioko he lifted high, 

Wliich hung not but so swift with tempest fell 
On the proud crest of Satan, that no sight, 

Nor motion of swift thought, less could his shield 
Such rum intercept ten paces huge 
He back recoil d , the tenth on bended knee 
His massy sjiear upstay d, as it on earth 
Winds under giound or waters, forcing way 
Side long had push d a mountain liom hi^ seat, 

Half sunk with all his pines Amaremcnt seized 

The rebel tin ones, but gi eater rage to see 

Thus foil d their mightiest , ours joy fill'd, and shout, 

Presage of victory and fierce desire 

Of battle wheieat Michael bid sound 

The arch angel tiumpet, through the vast of heav'n 

Iff sounded, and the faithful armies rung 

Hosanna to the Highest nor stood at gaze 

The adverse kgions, nor less hideous join'd 

The horrid shock Now storming fuiy rose, 

And clamour, such as heard in heav n till now 
IV 8 never , arras on armour clashing bray’d 
Horrible disccard, and the madding wheels 
Of brazen chariots raged, dire was the noise 
Of conflict , over head the dismal hiss 
Of fiery darts m flaming volleys flew, 

And flying vaulted either host with fire 
So under fiery cope together rush d 
Both battles mam with ruinous assault 
And inextimguishable mge , all heav’n 
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Beaounded, and had earth been then, all eai*th 
Had to her centre shook What wonder ? when 
Millions of fieice encount ring angels fought 
On either side, the least of whom oonld wield 
These elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions how much more of power 
Army against army numberless to laise 
Drcidful combustion warring and disturb, 
Though not destroy, their happy native seat , 

Had not the eteinal King omnipotent 
From his strong hold of heav n high oveiiuled 
And limited their might , though number d such, 
As each divided legion might have seem d 
A numerous host , in strength each armed hand 
A legion , led in fight, yet leader seem d 
Each wariioi single as in chief expert 
When to advaui'e, or stand, or turn the sway 
Of battle, open when and when to close 
The ridges of gum war, no thought of flight. 
None of letical, no unbecoming deed 
That aigued feai , each on himself lelied, 

As only iii his arm the moment lay 
Of victory deeds of eternal fame 
Weie done, but infinite , foi wide was spread 
That \\ar and various, sometimes on firm ground 
A standing fight then soaring on mam wing 
Toi meuted all the air , all air seem d then 
Conflicting fire Long time in even scale 
The battle hung , till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious power had shown and met in arms 
No equal, langing through the dire attack 
Of fighting Seraphim confused, at length 
Saw where the sword of Michael smote, and fell d 
Squadrons at once , with huge two handed sway 
Brandish d aloft the horrid edge came down 
Wide wasting such destruction to withstand 
He hasted, and opposed the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample shield, 

A vast Circumference At his approach 
The great arch*angel from his warhke toil 
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Surceased , and glad, as hoping here to end 
Intestine war in heav*n, th* arch foe subdued 
Or captive dragged in chains, with hostile frown 
And visage all inflamed, first thus began 
Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, 

Unnamed in heav n now plenteous, as thou seeat 
These acts of hateful strife, hateful to all, 

Though heaviest by just measuie on thyself 

And thy adherents how hast thou disturb’d 

Hcav n’s blessed peace, and into nature brought 

Misery, uncreated till the ciime 

Of thy rebellion ^ how hast thou instill d 

Thy malice into thousands once upright 

And i iithful now proved false ^ But think not here 

To trouble holy rest , heav n casts thee out 

I rom nil her confines heav’n the seat of bliss 

Brooks not the works of violence and war 

Hence then and evil go with thee along, 

Thy offspiing to the place of evil hell , 

Thou and thy wicked crew theie mingle broils, 

Ere this avenging sword begin thy doom, 

Or some more sudden vengeance wing’d from Gon 
Precipitate thee with augmented pain 

So spake the pnnee of angels , to whom thus 
The adversary Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery thieats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou ennst not Hast thou turn’d the least of these 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they rise 
Un vanquish d, easier to transact with me 
That thou shouldst hope, imperious, and with threats 
To chase me hence ? err not that so shall end 
The fet|ife which thou call’st evil, but we style 
The strife of glory which we mean to wm, 

Or turn this heav’n itself into the hell 

Thou fablest , here however to dwell 

If not to reign meanwhile thy utmost force. 

And join Him named Almighty to thy aid, 

I fly not, but have sought thee far and nigh 
They ended parle, and both address’d for fight 
Unspeakable, for who, though with the tongue 
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Of angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth conspicnons, that may lift 
Human imagination to suck highth 
Of godlike power P for likest gods they seem d 
Stood they or moved, in stature, motion, arms, 

Fit to decide the empire of great heav n 
How waved their fiery swords, and in the air 
Made hoind circles, two broad suns their shields 
Blazed opposite, while expectation stood 
In horror , from each hand with speed retired. 

Where erst was thickest fight th’ angelic throng 
And left large field, unsafe within the wind 
Of such commotion, such as, to set forth 
Groat things by small, if, nature s concord broke, 

Among the constellations war were spiung, 

Two planets, rushing from aspect malign 
Of fiercest opposition, in mid sky 
Should combat and their jarring spheres confound 
Together both, with next to Almighty arm, 

Uplifted imminent one stioke they aim d 
That might determine and not need repeat, 

As not of power at once , noi odds appear d 
In might or swift prevention, but the sword 
Of Michael fioni the armoury of Goi) 

Was giv’n him tempei’d so, that neither keen 
Nor solid might resist that edge it met 
The sword of Satan with steep force to smite 
Descending, and in half cut sheer, nor stay’d, 

But with swift wheel reverse, deep ent ring, shared 
All his right side , then Satan first knew pain, 

And wiithed him to and fro convolved, so sore 
The griding sword with discontinuous wound 
Pass d thio him, but th’ ethereal substance closed, 

Not long divisible, and from the gash 
A stream of nectarous humour issuing flow’d 
SanguinSJ such as celestial spints may bleed,^ 

And all his armour stain’d ere while so bright 

* Homer oAJls the blood ^ tbe ffoda human blood as Milton does that of 
%chor, and describee it as dmeiing Baton the ArohangeL 
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Fortliwitli on all sides to lus aad was tun 
By an^sjels many and strong, who interpcMaed 
Defence, while others bore him on their slnelds 
Back to hi 8 chariot , where it stood retired 
From off the files of war there they him laid 
Gnashing for inguish and despite, and shame, 

To find himself not m itchless, and his pnde 

Humbled by such rcbute, so far beneath 

His confidence to equal God in power 

Yet soon he heal d , for spirits that live throughout 

Vital 111 evciy part, not as frail man 

In entrails htart or head, liver or reins, 

Cannot but by annihilating dif , 

Nor m tluir liquid textuie nioital wound 
Ke( eive, no more than can the fluid air 
heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 

All int( llect all sense, and as they please 
Ihey limb themsches, and colour, shape, or size 
Vssume, as likes them best condense or rare 
Meanwhile in other paits like detds deserved 
Memorial, where the might of Gabiiel fought, 

And with fierce ensigns pieiced the deep array 
Of Moloch furious king who liim defied, 

And at his chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Threaten d, nor fiom the Holy One of heav’n 
Refiaui d Ins tongue blasphemous, but anon, 

Down cloven to the waist with shatter’d aims 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing On each wiug 
Uriel and Raphael his vaunting foe 
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm’d, 
Vanquish’d, Adrameleck* and Asmadai,® 

Two potent thrones, that to be less than Gods 
Disdain’d, but meaner thoughts learn’d in their flight 
Mangled with ghastly wounds thro’ plate and mail 
Nor stood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 
The atheist crew, but with redoubled How 
Anel, and Anoc, and the violence 

* One oi the idc^'^of BepliftKiralm. 2 > The same as Asxnodeus the petaa* 

Kiagm xvii 81 cdtor of Bii>m In Tohit 
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Of Bamiel eooroh’d apd blasted, overthrew 
I might relate of thousands, and their names 
Eternize here on earth but those elect 
Angels, contented with their fame in heav’n. 

Seek not the pi aise of men the other sort. 

In might though wondrous and in acts of war. 

Nor of renown less eager yet by doom 
Cancell’d from heav n and s icred memory, 

Nameless m dark oblivion let them dwell 
For strength from truth divided and from just, 
Illaudable naught ments but dispraise 
And Ignominy , yet to glory as])ires 
Vainglorious, and through infamy seeks fame 
Therefore eternal silence be their doom 

And now , their mightiest quell’d, the battle swerved. 
With many an inroad gored , deformed rout 
Enter’d and foul disorder all the ground 
With shiver’d armoui btrown, and on a heap 
Chariot and charioteer lay overturn’d 
And fiery foaming steeds , what stood, recoil’d 
O’erweaned through the faint Satanic host 
Defensive scarce, or with pale fear surprized. 

Then first with fear surprized and sense of pam 

Fled Ignominious to such evil brought 

By sm of disobedience, till that hour 

Not liable to fear, or flight, or pam 

Far otherwise th’ inviolable saints 

In cubic phalanx firm advanced entire. 

Invulnerable impenetrably arm’d 

Such high advantages their innocence 

Gave them above their foes, not to have smn’d. 

Not to have disobey’d , in fight they stood 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to he pain’d 
By wound, tho from their place by violence moved 
Now night her course began, and, over heav’n 
Inducing darkness, grateful truce imposed. 

And silence on the odious did of war 
Under her cloudy covert both retired, * 

Victor and vanquish’d On the fonghten field 
Michael and his angels prevalent 
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Encamping placed m gnaid tbeir watches lonnd, 
Cherubic waving fires on th othei part 
Satan with his rebellious disappear d, 

Far in the dark dislodged, and void of rest 
His potentates to council call d by night , 

And m the midst thus undismay’d began 
O now in danger tried, now known in arms 
Kot to be overpower d, companions dear, 

Found worthy not of liberty alone, 

Too mean pretence, but what we more affect, 
Honour, dominion glor} , and rt nown , 

Who have sustain d one day in doubtful fight, 

(And if one day why not eternal days ?) 

What heaven s Loid h id powei fullest to send 
Against us from about His throne and ]udged 
Sufiicicnt to subdue us to llis will, 

But proves not so then fallible, it seems, 

Of future we may deem Him though till now 
Omniseient thought Tiue is, kss firmly arm’d 
Some disadvantage we endured and pain, 

Till now not known, but kno>\n, as soon contemn’d , 

Since now we find this our empyreal form 

Incapable of mortal injury 

Imperishable, and though pierced with wound 

Soon closing, and by native vigour heal’d 

Of evil then so small as easy think 

The remedy, perhaps moie valid arms. 

Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 

May serve to better us, and worse our foes 
Or equal what between us made the odds, 

In nature none if other hidden cause 
Left them superior, while we can preserve 
Unhurt our minds and understanding sound, 

Due search and consultation will disclose 
He sat , and in th’ assembly next upstood 
Nisroch,* of pnncipalities the prime , 

As one he stood escaped from cruel fight, 


1 Nisroch wawi worshipped the Sennacherib was slain by his two sons. 
Assyrians. It was in his temple that See 2 Kings xix 37 
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Sore toilM, his nven arins to havock hewn , 

And cloudy in aspect thus answering spake 
Deliverer fi ora new lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods , yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find 
Against uneqtiil arms to fight in pain 
Against unj)ain d, impassive , fiom winch evil 
Rum must needs ensue, lor what avails 
Valour or strength though matchless, quell’d with pun, 
Which all subdues, and makes remiss the hand 
Of mightiest P sense of pleasure we may well 
Spaie out of life perhaps and not repine, 

But live content which is the calmest life 
But pain is perfect misery, the worst 
Of evils, and excessive overturns 
All patience He who therefoie can invent 
With wdiat moie foicible we miy offend 
Our yet unwounded enemies or arm 
Ourselves with like defence, to me deserves 
Ko less than for deliverance what we owe 
Whereto with look composed Satan replied 
uninvented that which thou aiight 
Belitv’st so mam to oni success, I bring 
Which of us who beholds the bright surface 
Of this etheieoiis mould whereon we stand, 

This continent of spacious heav’n, adorn’d 

With plant, fruit, flow r ambrosial, gems, and gold, 

Whose eye so superficially surveys 

These things, as not to mind from whence they grow 

Deep under ground, materials dark and crude, 

Of spiiituous and fiery spume, till touch’d 
With heaven’s ray, and temper d they shoot forth 
So beauteous, op mng to the ambient light ? 

These m their dark nativity the deep 
Shall yield us pregnant with infernal flame, 

Which into hollow engines long and round 
Thick ramm’d, at th* other bore with touch of fire 
Dilated and infunate, shall send forth 
From far with thund’ring noise among our foes 
Such implements of mischief as shall dash 
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To pieces, and overwhelm whatever stands 
Adverse, that they shall fear we have disarm’d 
The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 

Nor long shall be our labour , yet ere dawn. 

Effect shall end our wish Meanwhile revive , 

Abandon fear , to strength and counsel join’d 
Think nothing bard, much less to be despair d^ 

He ended, and his words their drooping cheer 
Enlighten d, and their languish’d hope revived 
Th* invention all admired, and each, how he 
To be th’ inventor miss’d, so easy it seem’d 
Once found, which yet iinfound most would have thought 
Impossible yet haply of thy race 
In future days, if malice should abound. 

Some one intent on mischief, or inspired 
With dcv’lish machination, might devise 
Like instrument, to plague the sons of men 
For sin, on war and mutual slaughter bent 
Forthwith fiom council to the work they Hew, 

None arguing stood , innumerable hands 
Were rea<ly, m a moment up they turn’d 
Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath 
Th* originals of nature in their cruder 
Conception sulphurous and nitrous foam 
They found, they mingled, and with subtle art 
Concocted and adusted they reduced 
lo blackest grain, and into store convey’d 
Part hidden veihs digg d up nor hath this e^irth 
Entrails unlike, of mineral and stone. 

Whereof to found their engines and their balls 
Of missive rum , part incentive reed 
Prcvide, pernicious with one touch to fire 
So all ere day spring, under conscious night 
Secret, they finish’d, and in order set. 

With silent circums];>eotion unespied 
Now when fair mom orient m heav’n appear’d, 

Up rose the victor angels, and to arms 
The matin trumpet sung m arms they stood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent host, 

Soon banded » others from the dawning hills 
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Look’d ronnd, and scouts each coast light-armfed scour 
Each quarter, to descry the distant foe, 

Where lodged, or whither fled, or if foi fight. 

In motion or in halt him soon they met 
Under spread ensigns moving nigh in slow 
But firm battalion back with speediest sail 
Zophiel, of cherubim the swiftest wing, 

Came flying, and in mid air aloud thus cried 
Arm, warriors arm foi fight the foe at hand 
Whom fled we thought, will save us long pursuit 
This day Fear not his flight so thicl a cloud 
He comes, and settled in his face I see 
Sad resolution and secuie let each 
His adamantine coat giid well and each 
Fit well his helm, giipe fast his orb< d shield 
Borne ev n or high for this day will j^our down, 

If I conjecture aught, no drizzling show’r, 

But rattling storm of arrows barb d with fire 
So warn d he the m, av\ are themselves, and soon 
In order quit of all nnpi diment 
Instant without disturb tluy took alarm, 

And onwai d move embaitell d , when behold 
Not distant far with hea\y pace the foe 
Approaching gross and huge , in hollow cube 
Tiaining his devilish enginry, impaled 
On every sieie with shadowing squadrons deep, 

To hide the fraud At interview both stood 
Awhile , but suddenly at head appear d 
Satan , and thus was heard commanding loud 
Vanguard, to right and left the fiont unfold, 

That all may see, who hate us, how we seek 
Peace and composure and with open breast 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perverse , 

But that I doubt , however witness heaven, 

Heaven witness thou anon, while we discharge 
Freely our part ye who appointed stand 
Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear 
So scofBbag in ambiguous words, he scarce 
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Had ended, when to right and left the fiont 

Divided, and to either dank retired 

Which to onr eyes discover'd, new and strange, 

A tnple mounted row of jnllai s laid 
On wheels for like to pillars moat they seem d, 

Or hollow'd bodies made of oak or di 
With l^ianchts lopp'd, in wood or mountain fell'd, 
Brass, non, stony mould, had not their mouths 
With hideous orifice gajied on us wide. 

Portending hollow tiuce at each behind 
A seiaph stood, and in hia hand a loed 
Stood waving tipp'd with file while we suspense 
Collected stood within oui thoughts amused , 

Not long for sudden all at once then n eds 
Put foith, and to a narrow vent applied 
With nicest touch Iinmediite iii a flame, 

But soon obscured with sm<jke all heav n appeal’d, 

Prom those deep throated engines belch d, whose roar 

Embowcll d with outrageous noise the air 

And all her entrails tore, disgoiging foul 

Their devilish glut chain’d thunderbolts and hail 

Of non globes which on the victor host 

Levell d with such impetuous fury smote, 

That whom they hit none on their feet might stand, 
Though standing else as rocks , but down they fell 
By thousands, angel on archangel roll d. 

The sooner for their arms unarm d they might 
Have easily as spirits evaded swift 
By quick contraction oi lemove but now 
Poul dissipation follow'd and foiced rout 
Nor served it to relax their seined files 

should they doP if on they rush'd, repulse 
Repeated, and indecent overthrow 
Doubled, would render them yet more despised, 

And to their foes a laughter for in view 
Stood rank’d of seraphim another row, 

In posture to displode their second tire 

Of thunder back defeated to return 

They worse abhorr’d Satan beheld their plight, 

And to his mates ihxm in dension call'd 
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O fnendB why come not on these vactors proud P 
Ere while they fierce were coming, and when we. 

To entertain them fair with open front 
And breast (what could we more ?) propounded terms 
Of composition, straight they changed their minds, 
Elew off, and into strange vagaries fell, 

As they would dance yet for a dance they seem d 
Somt what extravagant and wild, perhaps 
For joy of offer’d peace but I suppose, 

If oui pioposals once again were heard, 

Wt should compel them to a quick result 

To whom thus Belial in like gamesome mood 
Leadei, the terms we sent were terms of weight, 

Of hard contents and full of force urged home , 

Such as we might perceive amused them all, 

And stumbled many, who receives them right, 

H id need from head to foot well understand , 

FTot understood, this gift they h ive besides 
They sht w us when our foes walk not upright 
bo tliey among themselves in pleasant vein 
Stood scoffing, heighten’a in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of victory eternal might 
To match with their inventions they presumed 
So easy, and of His thunder made a scorn. 

And all His host derided, while they stood 
Awhile in trouble , but they stood not long , 

Kage prompted them at length, and found them aims 
Against such hellish mischief fit to oppose 
Forthwith, behold the excellence, the power 
Which God hath in his mighty angels placed 1 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hills. 

For earth hath this variety from heav’n 
Of pleasure situate m hill and dale. 

Light as the lightning glimpse they ran, they flew, 
From their foundations loos’ning to and fro 
They pluck’d the seated hills with all their load, 
Bocks, waters, woods, and hy the shaggy tops 
Up lifting bore them m their hands Amaze, 

Be sure, and terror seized the rebel host, 

When coming towards them so dread they saw 



PAMADISE LOST 


219 


The bottom of the mouiitams upwaM turn’d , 

Till on those cursed engines triple row 
They saw them whelm d, and alf their confidence 
Undei the weight of mountains buried deep, 
Themselves invaded next, and on their heads 
Main promontories flung which in the air 
Came shadowing and opprest whole legions arm d 
Their armour help d their harm ciush d in and biiiiscd 
Into their substance pent, which wrought them pain 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan. 

Long struggling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out ot such j)ri80u though spiiits of puiest light 
Purest at first, now gross by sitinmg grown 
The lest in imitation to like ai*ras 
Betook them and the neighbouring lulls uptore , 

So hills amid the an ( ncouiiter d hills 

Hurl d to and fro with jaculation dire 

’I hat under ground they fought m dismal shade , 

liifei nal noise , war seem’d a civil game 

To this uproar , homd confusion heap’d 

Upon confusion rose and now all heav’n 

Had gone to wrack, with rum overspread, 

Had not th’ Almighty Father, where he sits 
Shrined in his sanctuary of heav’n secure, 

Consulting on the sum of things foreseen 
This tumult and permittc d all advised 
That his great purpose he might so fulfil. 

To honour ins anointed Son avenged 
Upon his enemies, and to declare 
All power on him transforr d whence to his Son 
Th assessor of his throne he thus began 
Effulgence of my glory. Son beloved. 

Son in whose face invisible is beheid 
Visibly, what by Deity I am. 

And m whose hand what by decree I do. 

Second Omnipotence, two days are past. 

Two days, as we compute the days of heav’n. 

Since Michael and his powena went forth to tame 
These disobedient , sore hath been their fight, 

As likeliest was, when two such foes met arm’d , 
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For to themselves I left them, and thou know’st. 
Equal m their creation they were form'd, 

Save what sin hath impair d, which yet hath wrought 
Insensibly, for I suspend their doom , 

Whence in perpetual fight they needs must last 
Endless, and no solution will be found 
W ir weai led h ith perform'd what wai can do. 

And to disorder d rige let loose the reins, 

With mountains as with weipons arm d which makes 
AVild woik in htav n and d ingerofts to the main 
1 wo days arc therefore past the thud is thine , 

I or tnee I have ordain’d it, and thus fai 

II ive suffer d, that the glory may be thine 
Of ending this great war since none but thou 
Can end it Into thee such virtue and gi lee 
Immense I have transfused that all may know 
In heav n and hell thy power above comjiare, 

And this ptrveise commotion govern d thus, 

To manifest thee worthiest to be heir 

Of all things to bo heir and to be king 
By saeied unction,' thy descived right 
Go then, thou [Mightiest, in thy T ather s might. 
Ascend my chariot, gindo the rapid wheels 
That shake he iv’n s basis, bring forth all my war, 

^y how and thundei, my almighty arms 
Gird on, and swoid upon thy puissant thigh 
Pursue these sons of dukness, drive them out 
From all heav n s bounds into the utter deep 
lliore let them learn as likes them, to despise 
God and Messiah his anointed king 

lie sa d and on his Son with rays direct 
Shone full lie all his Father full exprest 
Ineffably into His face received. 

And thus the filial Godhead answenng spake 
O Father, O Supreme of heav’nly thrones, 

Fust, Highest, Holiest# Best, thou always seek’st 
To glonfy thy Son,® I always thee, 

As 18 most just , this I my glory account. 


Psalm xlv T 
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My exaltation, and my whole delight, 

That thou in me well pleased dtclar’st thy will 
3? nlfill d, which to fiilhll is all iiiy bhss 
Sceptre, and power thy j^ivmg I asaxime 
And gladlier shall resign when in the end 
Thou shalt be all in all,^ and I in thee 
For ever, and in me all whom thou lov st ^ 

But whom thou hat’st, I hate, and cm put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildness on, 

Image of thee m all things and sh ill soon, 

Arm d with thy might, rid heav n of these rebell d, 

To then: prejiart d ill mansion driven down 
To chains of darkness-* md th’ undying worm,^ 

That fiom thy pist obedience could revolt, 

Whom to obey is happiness entire 

^Phen shill thy saints nniniv’d, and from th' impure 

Far separate circling thy holy mount 

Unfaintd hillelujahs to thee sing, 

Hymns of bigh pi use and I among them chief 
feo said he o ei his sceptre bowing rose 
From the nght hind of gl«iy where he sat, 

And the third sacred morn began to shine 

Dawning through he iv’n foi th rush d with wliirlwind sound 

The chariot of paternal Deity 

Flashing thick flames wheel within wheel undrawn, 

Itself instinct with spirit, but convoy d 
By four cherubic shapes , four faces each 
Had wondrous, as with stars their bodies all 
And wings were set with eyes with eyes the wheels 
Of beryl ® and careering fires between * 

Over their heads a crystal firmament, 

Wheretin a sapphiie throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colours of the show’ry arch 
He, m celestial panoply all arm’d 
Of radiant Uiiin^ work divinely wrought, 

Ascended , at his nght hand Victory 


* 1 Cor XV 28 6 A beryl is a precious stone of Bear- 

* Johnxvii 21 23 green colour — N ewton 

® 2 Peter ii 4 « See JBaek i 

< Marie ix 44 7 Exod xxviii 2 
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Sate eagle winged, beside him hung his bow 
And quiver with three bolted thunder storea. 

And from about him fierce effusion roll d 
Of smoke,' and bickeiing flame, and sparkles dire 
Attended with ten thousand thousind saints^ 

He onward came, far off his coming shone. 

And twenty thousand,'^ I their number heard, 
Chariots of God, half on each hand were seen 
He on the wings of Cheiub rode sublime * 

On the crystalline sky, in sapphire throned 
Illustrious far and wide, but by his own 
First seen, them unexpected }oy sui prised. 

When the great ensign of Messiah blazed. 

Aloft by angels borne, his sign in heaven ® 

Under -whose conduct Michael soon reduced 
PIis army circumfused on cither wing 
Under their Heaa® embodied all in one 
B( fore him powei divine his way prepared 
At his command the uprooted hills retiied 
Each to his place thty he aid hia voice and went 
Obsequious Ileiv n his wonted face renew d 
And with frfsh flow rets hill and \ alley smiled 
This saw his h iplcss foes but stood obdured, 
And to lebcllious fight rdlied their powers 
Insensate hope conceiving fiom dtspair 
111 hcav Illy spiiits could such jierverseness dwell? 
But to coiiMiae the pioud what signs avail, 

Or wondeis mo\e the obdurate to relent? 

They harden d more by wh it might most reclaim , 
Grieving to ste His glory, at the sight 
Took envy and, aspiiing to His highth, 

Stood reimbattled fierce, by force or fiaud 
Weening to prosper and at length prevail 
Against God and Messiah, or to fall 
In univt 1 sal rum last , and now 
To final battle di ow, disdaining flight. 


1 Paalmxviii 8 18 
Judo 14 

* Psalm Ix-nli 17 


* Psalm xvtU 10 
® Matt XXIV 30 

* Bom xii S 
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Or f-'ant retreat , when the great Son of Goo 
To all his host on either hand thus spahe 
Stand still in hnght an ay, ye saints, here stand, 
Ye angels arm'd this day from battle rest , 
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of Go© 
Accepted, fearless in His iighteous cause, 

And as'yo have received, so have ye done 
Invincibly but of this cursed crew 
The punishment to other hand belongs , 

Vengeance is His * or whose He sole appoints 
Number to this dsy s work is not ordain’d, 

Nor multitude, stand only and behold 
God’s indignation on these godless pour d 
By Me , not you but me they have despised, 

Yet envied against me is all then rage 
Because the Father to whom in lu av n supreme 
Kingdom and po\vei and glory appertains, 

Hath honour d me according to his will 
Therefore to me their doom he hath assign’d , 

That they may h ive their wish, to try with me 
In battle whu h the stronger proves, they all, 

Or I alone against them , since by strength 
They measure all, of othei excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels , 

Nor other strife with them do T vouchsafe 
So spake the Son and into terror changed 
His count nance too seveie to 1 ^ beheld 
And full of wiath bent on his enemies 
At once the Four spicad out their starry wings 
With dreadful shade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of 118 fierce ebanot i oil’d, as with the sound 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous host 
He on His impious foes right onward drove, 

Gloomy as night , under His burning wheels 
The steadfast empyrean shook throughout, 

All but the throne itself of Go© Full soon 
Among tliem He arrived, m His right hand 
Grasping ten thousand thunders, which He sent 


m 


> Deut. xxxii 35 Bom xii 19 


^ The fo\ir Cherubim Ezek 1 
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Before Him, such as in their souls infix’d 
Plagues they astonish’d all resistance lost, 

All couiage , down their idle weapons dropp’d, 

O er shields, and helms, and helmed heads He lode 
Of thrones and mighty seiaphim prostrate, 
lhat wish’d the mountains now might be again' 
Thrown on them is a shelter from his iie 
Nor less on cither side tempestuous fell 
His ariows fiom the fouifold visaged Four, 

Distinct with eyes and fiom the living wheels 
Distini t ilikc Avith multitude of eyes , 

One spin! in them ruled, and every eye 
GHied hght’ning ind shot forth pernicious fire 
Among th accurst th it wither’d all their strength, 
And of their wonted \igour left them drain d. 
Exhausted, spiiitless afflicted fall’n 
Yet half his sticngth He put not foith, but check d 
His thunder in mid volley, for He meant 
Not to destroy, but root them out of heav’n 
The overthrown He rused and as a herd 
Of goats 01 timoious flock together throng d 
Drove them be foie Him thundei stiuck, pursued 
With teiiois and with fuiics to the bounds 
And crystal wall of heav ii, which op’ning wide 
Boll d in w aid and a spacious gap disclosed 
Into the wasteful deep, the monstious sight 
Struck them with horror backwaid, but far worse 
Urged them behind , headlong themselves they thiew 
Down from the verge of heav’n eternal wrath 
Burn’d after them to the bottomless pit 
Hell heard th’ nnsufferable noise, hell saw 
Heav’n mining from heav n, and would have fled 
Afinghted , but strict fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bound 
Nine days they fell, confounded Chaos roar’d. 

And felt tenfold confusion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy , so huge a rout 
Incumber d him with ruin hell at last 


1 Rev vi 16 
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Yawn ng recened tlien^ whole, and on ill m closed. 
Hell their fit habitation, fraught with hie 
Unquenchable the house of woe and pain 
Dihliixrdeu d he iv ii lejoiccd, and suon repati d 
Her ninral bre ich, rctminiig whence it loll d 
Sole \ictor from th’ expulsion of his toes 
Messiah Hia triumphal chaiiot tuiifd 
To in^ ct Him all His saints, tvho silent stood 
Eye witnesses of His alatll^hty acts. 

With )ubilee advanced and as thty went, 

'^h idf d with blanching palm c ich oidti hiight 
''ung triumph, si d Him sung victorious Knur, 

Son Heir, and Loid to Him dominion givtn, 
Woiilncst to icij^n Ho cclcbi itcd rode 
dnuinphant through mid ht iv n into the couits 
And temple of His mighty Bather throned 
On high, who mlo glory Him itctived ‘ 

When now He sits at the right liand of bliss 

thus measuring things in ho.iv’ri by things on csith. 
At thy request and that thou may st bewaie 
By what is past, to thee I h ive reve il d 
What might ha\e else to human lace bee n hid 
llie discord which befell and war in he iv n 
Among th’ angelic poweis and the deep fall 
Of those too high aspiring, who rebc 11 d 
With Satan, he who envies now thy st ite, 

W ho now IS plotting how he may sedur« 

Thee also from oV>edience, that with him 
Bereaved of happiness thou may’st part ihe 
His puni'^hment « t inal misery, 

Which would be all his solace and leven^e, 

As a despite done against the Most 
Thee once to gain companion of his wo( 

But iieten not to his temptations, wain 
Thy weaker, let it profit thee to have he iid 
By temble example the reward 
Of disobedience , firm they might have stood, 

Yet fell remember, and fear to transgress 


> t Tim iii 10 Heb i 3, 
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Tke Argument 


RipliacJ at tho romicst of Adam relates how and wheiefore this world u as 
f 1 •it cj( lied lb it (jtod iftt r tho cxpellm^f of Sitan and his angels out of ht ivtn 
(lo( 1 uod his pic iHuro to cic itc mother woild md other creatures to dwell tbcieiu 
Re uJs bis rton with glon md rtteridanee of angola to peiforrn the woik of ti cation 
11 siv dayj the un 4 ,eia eeiebrato with bjmiis the jieifonnanco thereof and hia 
l asceii ion into heaven 


Disc I \D from hoav^n ITrania ‘ by that name 
Jf rightly thou art cill d whose voice ditine 
Following, ibotc th^ Olympian hill I soar, 
Above the flight of Pegasean wing ^ 

'I 1h meaning not the name, I call foi thou 
Koi of the Muses nint,^ nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell st, but heav nly bom, 
Ihforc tho hills appeal d or fountain flow d. 
Thou with eternal Wisdom didst converse, 
Wisdom thy sister and with her didst play 
In presence of th almighty Fulher, pleased 
AV ith thy c( Icstial song Up led by thee 
Into the heav n of heav ns I ha\e presumed, 
An eaithly guest, and drawn empyreal an 
'fhy temp ring , with like safety guided down 
Return me to my native element 
Least from this flying steed unreined as once 
Belli rophoii,'* though from a lower clime. 
Dismounted on the Aleian field I fall 
Erioneous, theie to wander and forlorn 


1 Ihc v,ord Urania signifies bea 
venh Here the Poet means Ihaviuly 

Mttftf 

^ rho winged horse 1 egasus said to 
belong to the Muses was emblematical 
of flights of imagination 
8 Uiania amongst the Muses vias the 
jHitionoss of Astronomy 
^Bellerophon thesonof Olaucus was a 
oeautiful jouth who was falsely accused 
hy&thonobcea Queen of Argos tohorhus 


bond Pi’cetus King of Argos sent him 
in conseqULuee into l3cia with lette s 
eommandinj, that he should bo exiK se 1 
to destruction He escaped fiom many 
perilous enterprises forced on him but 
when he attempted to mount to heaven 
on the winged horse Pegasus (incited to 
the ti iai by vain glory) he was thrown 
off and wanderoa on the Aleian pUinn 
for the remainder of his life The Aleiun 
plains were m Cilicia 
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H ilf yet remains unsung but nairower bouin3, 

"W ithm the visible diurnal spht re 
Standing on earth not ra}>t abo\a the pole, 

More safe 1 sing iNiih mortal vout, unchanged 
1 o hoarse oi mute though fall n on o\ il da) s 
On evil days though full’n ind evil tongues 
In darkness md with d mgir") compist lou nd 
And M>Iitiuie, yet not rdone while thou 
V 1 my skmd^ers nightly or whtn morn 
Piirplts the east btill govern thou mv song 
I ri ill and ht audience tind though few 
Lut diue fai oS the barb nous dissonance 
B u ( him and his levdlers the laco 
Ot that wild lout that toic tlic Tin leian baid 
In lihodoi>e wlurc woods and rocks hid ( iis 
1 o ripluit till the savage d unoni diown d 
Both hai[) iiid voice, noi could the Aluse dttend 
Her son ‘ bo f ul not thou who ihe( impious 
I or thou ait heav nly, she an empty dream 
^ ly (loddess what ensued when Raphael, 

'lIu iffable iich angel hadforewiind 
Ad irn b) dire example to bew lu 
A post as} by what befell in he iv n 
To those apostates, lest the liki Infill 
In P n a disc to Adam or his i ice, 

Chaigi^d not to touch the mterdirit d tiro, 

It llity transgifss, and slight that i^o'e commind 

So easily obe} d amid the ehoico 

Of all tastes else to please their appetite 

Though wand iing He with Ins consulted Eve 

The story beard attentive, and was fill d 

With admiration and deep muse, to heai 

Of things so high and stiange, things to their thought 

So u aimaginable as hate m heav n, 

And war so ne ii the peace of God in bliss 
With siu h coilfiision but the evil soon 


1 Orjiheus woa tom to piOoes by mother the Muse CaUtrpe, save hhn 
the BacchanalUn women bf Rhodope hewton thinks that Milton here alhidtJ 
u mouutvin of Thrace uoi could m» to the dissolute Court of Charles II 
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Driven back redonnded as a flood on those 
Fiom whom it sprung, impossible to mix 
With blessedness Whence Adam soon repeal d 
The doubts that in his heart arose and now 
Jji d on, yet binlcis with desire to know 
What nearer might concern him, how this woikl 
Of heiiv n and earth conspicuous first began. 

When, and whcieof, created for what cause. 

What within Ed( n or without, was done 
Before Ins memo^^ as one whose drouth 
Yet scarce allay d still eyes the current stream 
Whose liquid murmur heard new thirst excites, 
Proceeded thus to ask his heav nly guest 

Great things, and full of wonder in our eirs. 

Par diffenng from this world thou hast rt\eal d, 
Divine interpretci by favour sent 
Down from the empyiean to forewarn 
Us timely of what might else have been onr loss, 
Unknown which human knowledge could not reach 
For which to the infinitely Good we owe 
Immortal thanks, and His admonishment 
Beceive with solemn purpose to observe 
Immutably His sovereign will, the end 
Of what we are But since thou hast vouchsafed 
Gently for our instiuction to impart 
Things above earthly thought, which yet concern d 
Oiii knowing as to highest wisdom seem’d. 

Deign to descend now lower, and relate 
What may no less peihaps avail ns known 
How first began this heav’n which we behold 
Dibtapt so high, with moving fires adorn d 
Innumerable and this which yields or fills 
All space the ambient air wide interfused 
Embracing round this florid earth, what cause 
Moved the Oreator in his holy rest 
Through all etermty so late to bnilfl 
In Chaos , and the work begun, how soon 
Absoh ed , if nnforbid thou may’st unfold 
Whnt we not to explore, the secrets, ask 
Of His otci nal empire, but the more 
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To maguify His woiks, the more we know 
And the gi-eat light ot day yet wants to run 
Much of his race though steep , susi-iense in heav’n 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears. 

And longer will delay to hear thee tell 
Ills generation, and the rising biitli 
Ot nature iroin the inmppaient deep 
Oi H the star of ev nmg and the moon 
Haste to thy au<hetice, night w itli hei will bring 
bileiKt, and skep list miig to thei will wateli , 

Oi \\ c 111 bid his abstiue till song 
lliiid and dismiss thee en the morniin, shine 
'liius Adam hia illustiious guest besought. 

And thus th( Godlike An^tl aiiswei d mild 
'ihis also tliy request with (*aiitiun ask d 
Obtain though to rec onnt ilaiight^ 'woiks 
hat wolds or tongui ol scriph (an sulhee. 

Or heait ot ni lu suIFk e to toiiipielieiid 
Yet what thou (janst att uii wKieh best may serve 
'io gloiity the Makei and infer 
Thee also happn i shall not be withheld 
''I liy healing such cominishiou from above 
1 h ive ret>eived to answer thy dcsiie 
Of knowledge within bounds, beyond abstain 
ask noi let thine own inventions hope 
Things not reveal J which th invisible King ‘ 

Only ouiniS( lent, hath supprest in night 
To none cominuuieable m earth or hcav’ii 
Lnough is left besides to search and know 
Hut knowledge is as food, and needs no less 
Her teiiipeiancA, ovei appetite to know 
In measure what the mind may well contain, 

O ipr^bses else with surfeit, and soon turns 
Wisdom to folly, as nourishment to wuid 
Know then that after Lucifer from heaven, 
ho call him, brighter once amidst the host 
Of angels, than that star the stars among 
Fell with his darning legions through the deep 


i 1 Tutt L u 
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Into his place, and the great Son return’d 
"V ictoiious with hi8 saints th omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thus spake 

At hast cm envious ioe hath ful d, who thought 
All like himself rebellious, by whose aid 
This inaccessible high stiength,the seat 
Of deity supitme, us dispossest, 

Tie trusted to hive sti/ed, and into ^land 

Dicw many i>hom their place knows heie no moie 

Yet far the gr( iter pirt ha\e kept I see, 

'J heir station hew n yet populous letaius 
^STnrnlx r sufficient to jxisstss her ic ilnis 
hough wide ind this high ternph to frequent 
With mmistencs due and solemn ntes 
But lest his heirt exalt him m the haim 
Already done to have dispeopled heav n. 

My damage fondly d(em d 1 can lepaii 
’I h it detiiuKiit if such it be to lose 
fcelt lost 'ind m i inon ent will create 
Anotlu r woild out of one man a race 
Of mtn in nunu Table the le to dwell. 

Not here till by degiets of rntrit raised, 

1 hey open to themselves at length the wav 
TI]) liithei under long obedience tiled , 

Aitd eaith be changed to heiv n, and heav n to eaith. 
One kingdom, joy and union without end 
mwhilt inh ibit lax ^ ye powtrs of he iv u. 

And thou my Word, begotten bon, by thee 
'I Ins I ptifoim speak thou, and be it done 
My oveishidowing apuit and might with thee 
1 send along iide foith uid bid the deep 
Within appointed bounds be heav n and earth , 
Boundless the deep because I am who fill 
Inhnitnde, nor vacuous the space , 

Though 1 uneuxjumseubed myself retire, 

And put not toith my goodness, which is free 


* IhQ meaning sccim! to be Occupj the space left by the fall of the angels 
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To act, or not, necessity and cbance 
Approach not me, and what I will is fate 

So spake th* Almight) and to what he sp^ke 
His Word, the Filial Godhead, gave effect 
Inimc dmte are the acts of God moi e swift 
Than time or motion, but to hiiman cars 
Cannot without proc^ bh of speech be told, 

So told as earthly notion can receive 
Great trmmph and repncmg was m heav’n, 

W hen such was heard chdaicd the Almight> s will , 
Gloiy they sung to thf Most High, good will 
To future men and in flmr dwellings peace, 

(dory to Hin whose ]nst avenging ne 
Had driven out th ungodly fiuni 11 is sight 
And til habit itions of tlu )ust, to Him 
Glory and praise whose wisdom had oidain d 
Good out of evil to cieatc instead 
Oi bpirits malign a better lacc to bung 
Into their vacant room and thence difiuso 
His good to woilds and ages inhiiitc 

So sang the Hienrchies Meanwhile the Sou 
On his grcit expedition now appeal d 
(iirt with omuipotcnci with radiance ci own d 
Of Majesty divine sapience and love 
I in men sc and all his Father m him shone 
About his chariot numberless were poui d 
Chciub and S<i i]>h, Potentates and Thioncs 
And A irtues winged Spiiits and Chaiiots ^ving d, 

1 rom the armoury of God, where si ind of old 
Mj la ids be tween tw o bia/en mount ims lodgea 
Against a solemn day, harness d at hand 
Celestial equipage, ind now caipc forth 
8p^ ntaueous, foi within them spirit lived 
Attendant on their Lord heav’n open d wide 
Hei ever during gates harmonious sound 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
Tlie King of glory, in his powerful Word 
And Spiiit coming to create new worlds 
On heav nly ground they stood, and from the shore 
They view’d the vast immeasurable abyss 
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Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful wild. 

Up from the bottom turn’d by furious winds 
And surging waves as mountains, to assault 
H( a\ n s highth, and with the centre mix the pole 
biknce, ye troubled waves, and, thou deep, peace. 
Said then th omnihc Word, your discord end 
Nor sta^ *d , but, on the wings of Cherubim 
h [dittcd, in Paternal Glory lodo 
h ir into Ch los and the world unborn , 
hoi OiuK^s heard his \oicc Him all his tram 
1 ollow d in blight ]>ioccfebion to hi hold 
( u it ion and the wonders of his might 
'J hen stay d tlu fervid wheels, and m his hand 
lit took the golden compasses * prepared 
In (ro 3 s etemal store to circumscribe 
'J his universe and ill created things 
One foot he ccnticd and the other turn’d 
Pound through the vast profundity ohscuie, 

And s lid Thus fir i xtend thus fir thy hounds 
’tins Ik thy just cii cumfcrcnct O world 

T bus God the hcav n created thus the eiitli 
]M ittir urifoim’d and \oid Dari ness profound 
( ovir d th Abyss, hut on the wateiy calm 
Ills brooding wings the Spirit ot God outspread ^ 
And vital viitue infused and vital warmth 
’i hioughout the fluid mass, but downward purged 
'Ihe black, taitareous cold, irfcrnal dregs 
Adverse to life then founded then conglobed 
Like things to like, the rest to seviial place 
Disparted, and between spun out the air 
And caith self balanced on her centie hung 

I et there he light, said God and forthwith light 
Lthcreal tirst of things quintessence pure 
feprung from the deep, and from her native east 
'lo journey through the aeiy gloom began, 
fepher;^ in a radiant cloud, for yet the sun 
Was not she in a cloudy tabernacle 
foojourn’d the while Gon saw the light was good. 


I IlOY \ilL 27 — lilCHAKUaON 
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And liglit trom darkness by the hemisphere 
Divided light the day, and darkness night, 

He named Thus was the first day ev n and morn 
l^or past unctlebratcd, nor unsung 
By the celestiil choirs when oiient light 
Exhaling fiist fiom darkness they beheld, 

Birth day of hcav’n and earth , with jo} and shout* 
Tilt hollow universal orb they fill d. 

And touch d their goldtn haips, and hymmiig pi iistd 
God and his works creator him they sung 
Both when first evening was, and when tiist morn 
Again God said Let thcie be fiimainent^ 

Amid the waters and ht it divnle 

The wateis Iroin the waters and God made 

T h<» firmament expanse of lujuid, ))uie, 

Transp irent elemental air diffused 

In til cult to the uttermost convex 

Of this gieat round, paitition firm and suie, 

S h( vateis underneath from thost above 
Dividing for as eaith, so he the woild 
Built on circumtluous wateis calm in wiue 
Ciystilline ocean and the loud misrule 
Of Chaos far removed, lest fierce cxti ernes 
Contiguous might distemper the whole frame 
And heav n He named the firmament so ev n 
And morning choius sung tl e second day 
T he earth was form d but, in the womb as yet 
Of waters embiyon immature involved 
Appear d not over all the face of earth 
Mam ocean flow d not idle, but with warm 
Piohfic humour soft rung all her globe 
I cemented the great mother to conceive, 

Satiate with genial moisture, when God said, 

Be gather d now ye waters under heav’n, 

Into one place, and let dry land appear 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 
Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave 


* Job xxxTlii 4 7 
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Into the clouds, their tops ascend the shy 
So high as heaved the tumid hills, so low 
Down sunk a hollow bottom broad and deep, 
Capacious bed of waters thither they 
Hasted with glad precipitance uproll’d 
As drops on dust con globing from the dry 
Part rise in crystal wall, or ridge direct, 

Por haste , such hight the great command iinpie^’^ 

On the swift floods as aimies at the call 
Of tiumpet, f)r of armies thou hast heard 
Troop to their standaid, so the wateiy thiong 
AVdve rolling after wave where way they found , 

If steep with toiierit raptuie if through pliin 
Soft ebbing nor withstood them rocb or hill, 

Put they or under giound or circuit wide 
AVith set pent eiror wandeimg found their way 
And on the washy oose deep channels woie, 

Easy, ere God had hid the giound he diy 
All but witlnn those banks, where nveis now 
Stream, and ]ieipetual draw their humid train 
The dry land, earth , and the great leceptacle 
Of congiegated waters Be call d seas , 

And s iw that it was good and said, Let the earth 
Put forth the verdant gi ass, herb yielding seed, 

And fi uit tree yielding fruit after her kind , 

Whose seed is in herself ujion the earth 
He scarce had said when the hare eaith, till then 
Deseit and hue, unsightly, unadorned, 

Pi ought forth the tender grass whose verdure clad 
Iltr universal face with pleasant green 
'ibui heibs of every leaf that sudden flow’d 
Opening then various colours, and made gay 
Her bosom smelhnGr sweet and these scarce blown 
Forth flourish d thick the clustering vine, forth crept 
Tht swelling gourd, up stood the corny reed 
Embattled in her field , and the humble shrub, 

And bush with fiizzlt^d hair implicit last 
Bose, as in dance, the stately trees, and spread 
Their branches hung with copious fruit, or gemm d 
Their blossoms with high woods the hills were ciown 
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With tufts the vaJleys and each fountain side 
With borders long the rivers that earth now 
Seem d like to heav n, a seat whei*e Gods might dwell. 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 
Her sacred shades though God had yet not lainVl 
Upon the earth, and man to till the ground 
None was, but fiom the tarth a dewy mist 
Went up and water d all the ground, and each 
Plant of the field , which, ei e it was in the earth, 

God made and every herb before it grew 
On the green stem God saw that it was good 
So cv n and mom recoidcd the third day 
Again th Almighty spake Let th^ie be lights 
High in th cxpuise of heaven to divide 
The dav from night , and let them be for signs, 

For seasons and for days, and circling years , 

And let them be for lights, as 1 ordain 

Their office in the firmament of heav n 

To give light on the earth , and it was so 

And God made two great lights, great for their use 

To man, the gi eater to have lule by day, 

The less by night, altern and made the stars. 

And set them in the firmament of heav 'n. 

To illuminate the eaith, and rule the day 
In then vicisbilude, and lule the night. 

And light from darkness to divide God saw. 
Surveying His great work, that it was good 
i oi of celestial bodies first the sun, 

A mighty sphere, He fiamed, un lightsome first. 
Though of ethereal mould then form d the moon 
Globose, and every magnitude of stars, 

And sow d with stars the heav n thick as a field 
Of^ fght by far the greater pait he took, 
Transplanted from her cloudy shrme, and placed 
In the snn’s orb made jioious to receive 
And drink the liquid light, firm to retain 
Her gather’d beams, great palace now of light 
Hither, as to their fountain, other stars 
^Repairing in their golden urns draw light, 

And hence the morning planet gilds her horns 
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By tinctuie or reflection they augment 
Their small peculiar, though from human sight 
So far remote, with diminution seen 
First in his east the gloiious lamp was seen, 

Begenfc of day, and all the horizon round 
Invested with biight lays, jocund to run 
Ills longitude through hta\ n s high road tlie gray 
Dawn and the Pleiades before him danced, 

Shedding sweet influenee ‘ Less blight the moon. 
But opjjosite in levell d west was set 
Ills niiiror, with full f ice bon owing her light 
I rom him for other light she needed none 
In that lespect, and still that distanee keeps 
Till night, then m the east hei turn she shines, 
Kevolved on heav n s gieat axle, and her leign 
With thousand lesser lights di\idual holds. 

With thousand thousand stars, that then appear d 
bpangling the heniisi)heie then hrst adorn’d 
AVith their bught luminiiies that set and rose, 

Glad ev rung and glad morn ciown d the fouith day 
And God said Let the wateis generate 
lieptile with spawn abundant living soul 
And let fowl fly abo\ e the enrth with wings 
Display d on the open hinianient of lieav n 
And God cieated the great whales, and each 
Soul living each that crept, whieh pleuteously 
I he waters generated by their kinds, 

And every bird of wing after his kind 

And saw that it was good, and bless d them, saying, 

Be fruitful, multiply and in the seas. 

And lakes, and lunnmg streams, the wateis fill, 

And let the fowl be multiplied on the earth 
Forthwith the sounds and seas, each creek and bay, 


» The Pleiades aie seven stars in the 
neck of the constelUtiou launis which 
using about the time of the vernal 
equinox are called by the Latins Ver 
giliaj Milton therefore m saving that 
the Pleiades danced before the sun at hts 
c re ition Implies that creation be^n with 
the siuaug — jP»ow Njb.wros It has been 


a recent idea of astronomci-s th it the 
Plcudcs or seven suns — for stain 

ai't suns—aie the centre of the uinvorae 
round which the heavens lovulve but 
this is not yet clc irlj fistertamcd J »b 
speaks of the s veet influences of the 
Pleiades —See Job xxicviii 31 
a Gen I 20 22 
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With fry inmimerable swarm, aii<3 shoals 
Of fish, that with their fins and shmmg scales 
Glide under the green wa\e, m sculls* that oft 
Bank the mid sea part single, or with mate. 

Graze the seaweed their pasture, and through gro\ ea 
Of coral stiay, or sporting with quick glance 
Show to the sun their waved coats dro| t with g( Id , 

Or in their pearly shells at ease attend 
Moist nutriment, or under rocks their food 
In jointed armour watch on smooth the seal 
And bended dolf)hins play , pait huge of bulk, 
Wallowing unwieldy, eiioimous in their gait, 

Tempest the ocean there Leviathan, 

Hugest of lining creatures, on the deep 
Stretch d 111 e a piomontory sleeps, or swims 
And seems a moving land, and at his gills 
Draws in and at his trunk spouts out a sea 
Meanwhile the tepid caves and fens, and shores, 

Their brood is numerous hatch from the egg that soon 
Bursting with kindly rupture toith disclosed 
Their callow young but feathei d soon and fledge, 
Ihey summ’d their pens * and soaring the air sublime 
With clang despi^jed the ground, under i doud 
In prospect there the eagle and the stork 
On cliffs and cedar tops then eyiies build ^ 

Fait loosely wing the region pait more wise 
In common ranged in figure* wedge thtir way, 
Intelligent of seasons® and set foith 
Their aery caravan, high over seas 
Flying, and over lands with mutual wing 
Easing then flight, so steers the prudent crone 
Her annual voyage borne on winds , the air 
Fl<^^ts, as they pa‘?s, fann d with unnumbei d plumes 
From branch to branch the smaller birds with uig 
Solaced the woods, and sjiread their painted wings 


I We say a school of 

“vhjiles for a t-honl now Scull conies 
from the Saxon ^ceole an assembly 
i Pens are feathers H re the meaning 
*s They used their pmiona as full 
fledged birds 


» Jeremiah xxxix 2< ‘’S 

* Migratory birds in shop© of a 
wedge one bird leading ttlteniately 

ft Jeremiah viii, 7 
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(Till even , nor then the solemn nightingale 
Ceased warbling, but all night tuned her soft lays 
Others on silver lakes and nvers bath’d 
Their downy breast , the swan, with arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 
Her state with oary feet yet oft they quit 
The dank, and rising on stiff pennons tower 
The mid aciial sky Others on ground 
W ilk d firm the crested cock whose clarion sounds 
The silent hours and the other whose gay train 
Adorns him colour d with the florid hue 
Of rainbows and stairy eyes The waters thus 
With fish replenish d and the an with fowl, 
hiv ning and morn solemnized the fifth d ly 
The sixth, and of creation last arose 
With ev ning harps and matin , when Gon said 
Let the earth bring foi*th soul living in her kind, 
Cattle and creeping things and beast of the earth 
Each in their kind The earth obey’d, and straight 
Op nmg her feitile womb teem d at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures perfect forms, 

Limb’d and full grown Out of the ground up i ose 
As from his lair the wild beast, where he wonns * 

In foiest wild in thicket brake, or den , 

Among the trees in pairs they rost, they walk d , 
The cattle in the fields and meadows green 
Those rare and solitary, these in flocks 
Pasturing at once and in broad herds upsprung 
The grassy clods now calved , now half appear’d 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then springs as broke from bonds 
And rampant shakes his bnndcd mane , the ounce 
The libbard ^ and the tigei, as the mole 
Bising, the crumbled earth above them threw 
In hillocks , the swift stag from under ground 
Bore up his branching head , scarce from his mould 
Behemoth, biggest born of earth, upheaved 


‘ Jf me IS SaxoD for to dwell to inhabit ~ ^ee Chaiceb ^mpnoure b Tale, line 77 lo 
^ Leopird 
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His vastness fleeced the flocks and bleating rose. 

As plants ambiguous between sea and land 
The river horse and scaly crocodile 
At once came forth whatever cieeps the ground 
Insect or worm , those waved their Umber fans 
For wings and smallest lineaments exact 
In nil the liveries deck’d of summer s pride 
With spots of gold nrd purple, azure and green 
These as a line their long dimension drew, 

Sti faking the ground with sinuous tract not all 
Minims^ of nature, some of scipent kind, 

AYondrous in length and corpulence involved 
I'heii snaky folds and idded wings First crept 
The parsimonious emintt provident 
Of future, in small looni large heart inclosed, 

Pattein of just eciuaUt> perhaps 
Hereafter join d in her popular tubes 
Of commonalty sw irming next appear’d 
'■^he female bee that feeds her husband drone 
Deliciously and builds her waxen cells 
With honey stored the lest are numberless, 

And thou their natures know st and gav’st them names, 

Keedlcss to thee repeated , noi unknown 

The serpent subtlest beast of all the field 

Of huge extent sometimes, with bra/en eyes 

And hairy mane terrific though to thee 

Kot noxious but obedient at thy call 

Now heav n in all her ^ loiy shone and loll’d 
Her motions as tbe giext fcirst Mover s hand 
Fust wheel d their eouise earth in hei rich attire 
Coiibummate lovely smiled, air water, earth, 

Bj fowl, fish, beast was flown, was swum, was walk’a 
Frequent , and of the sixth day yet remain’d, 

Theie wanted yet the master work the end 
Of all yet done , a creature, who not prone 
And brute as other cieatures, but indued 
With sanctity of reason, might erect 
His stature, and upnght with front serene 


* Somstbiug exceedingly small a dwarf 
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Govern the rest self knowing and from thence 
Magnanimous to correspond with heav n , 

But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Descends thither with heart, and voice, and eyes 
Directed in devotion, to adore 
And worship God supreme who made him chief 
Of all His works therefore the omnipotent 
Eternal Father, — for where is not He 
Present ? — thus to his Son audibly spake 
Let ns make now man in oui image, man * 

Tn our similitude and let them rule 
Over the fish and fowl of sea and air, 

Beast of the field and over all the eaith. 

And every creeping thing that creeps the ground 
This said He form d thee, Adam, thee, O man 
Dust of the gp-ound, and in thy nostnls breathed 
1 he breath of life m his own image he 
Created thee m the image of God 
Expiess, and thou becam st a living soul 
Male ho created thee, but thy consoit 
Female for race then bless’d mankind, and said 
Be fiiiitfnl, multiply, and fill the eaith 
Subdue it and throughont dominion hold 
Over fish of the sea and fowl of the air 
And every living thing that moves on the earth 
Wherever thus created, for no place 
Is yet distinct by name, thence, as thou know st, 

He brought thee into this delicious grove 
1 his garden, planted with the trees of God, 
Delectable both to behold and taste , 

And freely all their pleasant fruit for food 

Gave thee all sorts are here that all th* ea th yields, 

Variety without end , but of the tree. 

Which tasted works knowledge of good and evil. 
Thou may st not m the d ly thou eat st thou diest , 
Death is the penalty imposed , beware. 

And govern well thy appetite , lest sin 
Surprize thee, and her black attendant death 


» Gen. i 20-26 
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Here finish d He, and all that lie had made 
View d, and beWd all was entaiely good, 

So ev n and morn accomplish’d the sixth day 
Yet not, till the Crtator fiom His work 
Desisting though umv< aued np icturn’d, 

Up to the heav n of heav ns His high abode, 

Thence to behold this new cieatcd world, 

Th’ addition of His empire how it show’d 
In prosi>ect from His tin one, how good how f iir. 
Answering Ills great idea Up He lode 
Follow d with acclamation and the sound 
Symphonious of ten thousand h irps that tuned 
Angdic hai moiin s the eaiih, the an 
Et‘^ollndtd, thou remember st for thou heaid st, 

I he heav ns uid all the constellations lung 
Tlie planet in then station list iiing stood 
While the blight pomp ascended jubilant 
Optn ye eveilastmg gates they sung' 

0]i>en ye heavens your living doois , let in 
The git it Cieator fiom His woik return d 
Magnificent, His six days work, a world 
Optn 11 d hencef^ th olt , for God will dtign 
To visit oft the dwellings of just men 
Dehghtul and with fiequtnt inteicouise 
Thither will send his wingtd messcngeis 
On ei’ands of supernal grace So sung 
The glorious tram ascending He through hea\ n 
That open d widt her blazing poitals, led 
lo God s eteinal house diiect the way, 

A bi oad and ample road whose duot is gold. 

And pavement stars, as stais to thee appear 
in the galaxy, that milky way 
Which nightly as a circling 7one thou seest 
Powdei d with stai s And now on earth the seventh 
Ev’mng arose m Eden, for the sun 
Was set, and twilight from the east came on, 
Forerunilmg night , when at the holy mount 


> P»alm XXIV 7 This Psalm was stmg Sion and Is iiudei'stood ^8 a i^ropbecy of 
by the I evites when the ark of God was our T ord a a«ictnsion -^Fiom Nlwton, 
carried up into the sancttiary on Mount and Mant s Bible 
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Of heaven’s high seated top, th’ iinpeml tbione 
Of Godhead, fix’d for ever farm and sure, 

’i’he Filial Power ai rived, and sat Him down 
With His great Father , for He also went 
I nvisible, yet stay’d such ]>nvilege 
Hath Omnipresence and the work ordain d, 

Authoi and end of all things, ind from work 
Now resting hlcss’d and hallow’d the seventh day, 
kM resting on that day from all His work, 

But not in silence holy kept, the liaip 
Had woik, and rested not, the solemn ]>ipe 
And dulcimer, all oigans of sweet stop 
All sounds on fret by stiing oi golden wiie, 

Tempci d soft tunings intei mix d with voice 
Choral or unison of incense clouds 
Fuming from golden censcis hid the mount 
Creation and the six days xcts they sung , 

Great aic thy works Jchovxh, infinite 

Thy power, what thought can measure thee, or tongue 

Helatc thee f greatei now in thy return 

Than fiom the giant an gt Is, thee that day 

Thy thunders magnified , but to create 

Is gi eater than created to destioy 

Who can impair thee mighty King or bound 

Thy empire P easily the pioud attempt 

Of sjuiits apostate and their counsels vain 

Ihou hast repell d, while impiously they thought 

1 hee to diminish, and from thee withdraw 

’1 ho number of thy worshippers Who seeks 

’Uo lessen thee against his purpose serves 

To manifest the moie thy might his evil 

Thou usest xnd from thence creat’st more good 

Witness this new made woiid, another heav’n 

From heaven gate not far founded in view 

On the clear hyaline, the glassy sea , 

Of amplitude almost immense, with stars 
Numerous, aitd every star peihaps a world 
Of destined habitation , but thou know’st 
Their seasons among these the seat of men, 

Earth, with her nether ocean ciicumfused, 
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Their pleasant d\^ellmg place Thrice happy men. 
And sons of men, whom God hath thus advanced, 
(Veated in His image, theie to dwell 
And woifahip Hun, and m reward to lule 
Over Mis woiks on earth, m sea, oi air. 

And muliixdy a race ot worshippers 
llolv and j list thiice haiipy it they know 
Iheii hajjpiiiess and persevcie upright 
So sung they and tlie tmpyiean lung 
With Hallelujahs thus was Sabbath ke])t 
Vnd thy u qin st lhiii\ now fulfill d that a^k d 
ilow fust this woild and fue of thiiigB began, 

And what bctoie thy ii emoiy was done 

Fioni the btguiuiTig that posterity 

Infoimd b^ thee might know If else thou seek i 

Alight, not sui passing hum in measure, say 
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BOOK VIII 

Thf ARGUMFNrr 


Alim in JturcM coiicoiniTjj, cclMtiil m >tion8 doulitfnlly answer d and exhorted 
to H( IK h Kithei thiuKS ru ic vsoithy of knowledge A I im assents and still desuoius 
to <ictdn fliphicl j elutes to him whit he lemnnbei d uimo his own ciuition his 
|)la( Ing in Puridisi his t ilk with Cod eoi eeniing holitn io and fit soeiety his fiist 
tut ting ind nnptiils with 1 VC his diseoiuse with the aiife^el thet cup jii who iftor 
«idmonitions i peuted dopuits 


Tilt angel endtd and in Adam s cm 
So chai rning left his voice that he awhile 
Thought him still spe iking still stood fix d to hear 
Ilitn, as new w iked, thus gratefully replied 
AVhit tlianl s sufficient or what rccompence 
I qual, hate I to k mh r thee, divine 
Bistoinn ^ who thus largely hast illay d 
The tliiist T had of knowUdge and vouchsafed 
This fiuiidly condescension to i elite 
Hffiings else by me iinsoirch ible now heard 
With wondei but delight ind as is due, 

With glory attiibuted to tht high 
Cl cat or something yet of doubt i» mams 
Which only thy solution cm resolve 
AVlien I behold this goodly fiame this \iorld. 

Of hea\ n ind eaith consisting ind compute 
Their magnitudes this earth a spot, a gram, 

An itom with the fiimamtnt compared 

And all her numbei d stais, that seem to roll 

Spaces lucompiehensible for such 

Their distance argues and their swift leturn 

Biinnal meiely to officiate light 

Bound this opicous earth this punctual* spot, 

One day and night in all their vast survey 
Useless besides , reasoning I oft admire. 

How nature wise and fiugal could commit 


1 Small as a point in punctuation. 
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Such dispro|K)rtion«? with superfluous hand 
So many noblei bodies to create, 

Gieatei so manifold to this one use, 

For aught appears, and on their oibs impose 
Such restless revolution day by day 
Kipcated, while the sedentaiy tarth, 
lhat bcttei might with iar less compass movi* 

Ser\ ed by more noble tlian herself attains 
Her end without least motion, and lecenes, 

As tubute, such a surnkss journey bi ought 
Of incorporeal speed, her warmth and light 
fepeed to describe whose swiftiuss number fids ‘ 

So spahe oiu siitj and by his count nance seem d 
I nteinig on studious thoughts ibstruse , which Fve 
Pcrocnirig where she sat letiied nysight 
With lowliness majestic from liei sc it, 

And grace that won who saw to wish her stiy, 

Bose ind went foilh among hei fruits and flow is, 

T.0 visit how they piospei d, bud and bio >m. 

Her nuiseiy they at htr coming spiung 
And touch d by hei tan tendance gladliei giev; 

Yet went she not as not with such discourse 

Delighted or not capable her ear 

Of what was high such pleasuie she icseived, 

A<lam relating she sole auditress , 

Ilei husband the relate i she preferr d 
Before the^ angel and ot him to ask 
Chose lathei , he she knew, would intermix 
G lateral digressions and solve high dispute 
With conjugal caresses, fiom hig lip 
Not woids alone pleased hei O when meet now 
f* ucli pairs m lov e and mutual honoui join d 
W i^h Goddess like demeanour forth she went , 

Not unattended, tor on her as queen 
A pomp of winning giaces waited still, 

And from about her shot daiis of desiie 
Into all eyes to wish her still in sight 

I Olio is boio reminded of the fact Galileo whose Fppure si muove i8 
that Milton had held oonnauiiiou with historical 
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And Rapliad now to Adam’s doubt propo&ed 
Benevolent and facile thus replied 
lo dsk or search I blame thee not, for heav’n 
Is as the book of Gon before thee set, ^ 
Wlierdti to read His wondious works and learn 
Hxs seasons, honis or days or months, oi yeais 
This to ittdin whether hea\ ’n move or earth 
Imports not if thou reckon nght,' the rest 
Fiom ni in or angel the great^architect 
Old wist ly to conceal and not divulge 
His &( cicts to be Hcana d by them who ought 
K ither admire , or if they list to try 
Conjtcimc Ho his f ibi ic of the heav’ns 
llatli left to then disputes peihips to move 
Hi^ linghter at their qnamt opinions wide 
Htrt ifttr, when thty come to model heav n 
A nd ( dlciilate the stars how they will wield 
The mighty frame how build unbuild, contiive, 
To save apptaranccs , how gnd the sphere 
With ctntric and eccentiic scribbled o ei 
Cycle and epicycle,* orb in orb 
Alit idy by thy icasoning Hus I guess, 

Who art to lead thy offsjning and siipposest 
That bodies bright and greater should not serve 
The less not bright, nor heav n such journeys run, 
Earth sitting still, when she alone receives 
'Phe b( nefit Considei first, that great 
Oi bi ight infers not excellence the earth 
Though, in compaiison of heav’n, so small, 

Hoi glistering, may of solid good contain 
Moie plenty than the sun, that barren shines 
Whose vii-tue on itself works no efect, 

But in the fruitful earth there first received 
His beams, unactive else, their vigour find 


> JTlic subject wft«9 then matter of dis 
ensHiou \nd m tb6 Roman Church 
of norsetution The Ptolomnic system 
nuido the earth the centre of the systara 
and the sun and s+ars move round it 
thwC opendcui made the sun the centre 
mil ih caith move as Galileo asserted 


3 These terms ■were used by I t«»lcrn *ic 
astronomeis to explain then system 
Cuiiitc means a sphere whose centre i'* 
the same as that of the earth eccenh /<* 
a sphere whose centio Is quite difft *eut 
to that of the earth Cvcle is a rirclt 
ipicycU a circle on another ciiclc 
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Yet not to earth are those bright Inminanes 
Officious, but to thee earth’s habitant. 

And foi the heav n’s wide circuit, let it ‘9|>eak 
The Maker’s high magnificence who built 
So spacious, and His line stretch’d out so far 
That man may know he dwells not in hia own. 

An edifice too 1 irge for him to fill 
Lixlgtd in a small pirtition, and the rest 
Ordain’d foi uses to his Lord best known* 

The s^v iftiicss of those circles attribute. 

Though numlierless to his omnipotence 
’that to corpoieal substances could add 
Speed almost spiritual me thou think st not slow 
Who since the morning hour set out from heav’n 
Where (tOD u sides and eic midd ij arrived 
In Fden distance inexpressible 
By numbers th it have name But this I urge 
Admitting motion in the heav ns to show 
In\ahd that which thee to doubt it moved 
Not that I so affirm though so it seem 
To thee who hast thy dwelling heie on earth 
God to r(mo\e His w lys from human sense, 

Placed heav n from c irth so far, that earthly sight 
If it piesume, might eir m things too high. 

And no advantage gam What if the sun 
Be centre to the world and other stars. 

By his attractive virtue and their own 
Inciti d, dance about him various rounds ® 

T'heir wand nng course now high now low, then Ird 
Progressive, retrograde or standing still. 

In feix thou seest * and what if sev nth to these 
The planet earth, so steadfast though she seem 
Insensibly three different motions® move? 

Which else to several spheres thou must ascribe. 
Moved contrary with thwart obliquities, 


» Tlif* moon and the five planets visible 
to \dim 

^ Three motione were attributed by the 
Copermenns to the earth The d irnnul 
round her own axis causing day and 


niji^ht theanmal round the sun and 
the •notion of hbration as it is cdlcd 
whert-bj the eaith so proceeds in i er 
mbit as that her axis is etiisfintly 
parallel to the axis of the world 
hEWTOlf 
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Or save the snn his labour, and that swift 
Nocturnal and dmmal rhomb supposed. 

Invisible else above all stars, the wheel 

Of d iy and night , which needs not thy belief. 

If earth industrious of herself feteh day 
Travelling east, and with her pait averse 
From the sun s beam meet night her other pait 
Still luminous by his lay What if that light 
Sent from her thiough th( wide tianspicnous air, 
To the teiiestrial moon be as a stni 
Enlight lung hei b;y day as she by night 
This c irth ? ic(i]>iocal, il 1 ind be thcie, 

Fields and inhabitants her spots thou seest 
As clouds and clouds m ly i iin, and ram produce 
Fi lilts m her softf u d soil foi some to eat 
Allotted there, and other suns pcihaps 
With their attend tut moons thou wilt desciy, 

( ommunicating male iiid female light, 

Which two gieit sexes animate the world, 

Stored in e idi oib peih tps with some that live 
I oi such \ast room in nature unpossess d 
By living soul, deseit and desol ite 
Only to shine, >et seaiei to contribute 
Each oib i glimpse of liglit convey d so far 
Povvri to this h ibitable, which returns 
r ight b i( k to them, is obvious to dispute 
But whether thus these things, or whether not, 

\\ hethei the suu piedorninant in heav n 
Fise on the earth or eaith rise on the sun 
He from tlie cist his fldiximg road l>egm. 

Or she from west her silent course advance 
A\ ith inoff ensn e i> xce that spinning sleejis 
On her soft axle while she paces ev n 
And beais thee soft with the smcKith an along 
8ohcjit not thy thoughts with marteis hid 
lieave them to Goi) above, Him serve and fear 
Of other cieatures, as Him pleases best. 
Wherever placed, let Him dispose joy thou 
In what He gives to thee, this paradise 

thy fair Eve , heaven is for thee too high 



PAMADISE LOST 


249 


To know wliat passes there , be lowly wise 
Tliink only what concerns thee and thy being , 

Dream not of other worlds, what creatures theie 
Dive, in what state, condition, or degrte, 

Contented that thus fai hath been reveal d 
Not of earth only, but of highest hta\ n 

To whom thus Adam, deir d oi doubt, replied 
How fully hast thou satisfied me, pure 
Intelligence of heav’n, angel seiene. 

And freed fiom intinacics txught to live 
The ( asiest way, nor with pei jdexing thoughts 
To interiupt the sweet of life fioni which 
God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares, 

And not molest us, unless we oui stives 

Seek them with wind ring thoughts, md notions \aiit 

But apt the mind or fincy is to love 

laichcck d lud of her loxing is no end, 

I ill warn’d or by expeiiente taught, she learn. 

That not to know at Ixrge of things remote 
tiom use, obscuie and subtle, but to know 
That which before us lies in daily life, 

Is the prime wisdom, what is more is fume, 

Oi emptiness, or fond impertinence, 

And lenders us m things that most concern 
IJnpiactised unprepared and still to seek 
Therefore fioiii this high pitch lei us deftcend 
A lowei flight, and speak of things it h ind 
Useful, whence haply mention may iiase 
Of something not unseasonable to ask 
By sufferance, and thy wonted f ivoui deiern’d 
Thee I have heard i elating what was done 
Ure mj remembiance now hear me relate 
My story, which peihaps thou hast not heard, 

And day is not yet spent , till then thou scest 
How subtly to detain thee I devise. 

Inviting thee to hear while I i elate. 

Fond, were it not m hope of thy reply 
For while I sit with thee, I seem in heav’n. 

And swe^er thy discourse is t^ my ear 
Than firuits of palm tree pleasantest to 



PARADISE LOST 


tm 


And hunger both, from labonr, at the hour 
Of sweet repast they satiate, and soon fill, 

Though pleasant , but thy words, with grace divine 
Imbued, bring to their sweetness no satiety 

To whom thus Itaphael answer’d heav nly meek 
Noi are thy lips ungraceful sire of men, 

Noi tongue ineloqnent , for God on thee 
Abundantly His gifts hath also pour d 
Inwaid and outward both His image fair 
Speaking or mute all comeliness and giace 
Attends thee, and each woid eich motion forms 
Noi less think we in hea\ n of thee on earth, 

Tlian of our fellow servint, and inquiie 
Gladly into the ways of God with man 
For God we see hath honour d thee, and set 
On man his equal love Say therefore on , 

For I that diy wss absent, as befell 
Bound on a voyage nn couth and obscure 
h ar on excursion toward the g ites of hell. 

Squared in full legion such command we had, 

To see that none thence issued forth a sp} , 

Or enemy while God w is in his work 
Lest He, incensed at such eiuption bold 
Destruction with creation might have mix d 
Hot that they duist withmit His leave attempt 
But us He sends upon His high behests 
For state, as feov reign King and to enure 
Our prompt obedience Fast we found, fast shut 
The dismal gates, and barlicadocd strong 
But long ere our approaching heard within 
Noise other than the sound of dance or song, 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage 
Glad we return d up to the coasts of light 
Fre sabbath ev’ning so we had in chaige 
But thy relation now for I attend, 
pleased with thy words, no less than thou with mine 
So spake the godhke Power, and thus our sire 
For man to tell how human hfe began 
Is bard , for who himself beginning knew ? 

Desire with thee still longer to converse 
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Induced me As new waked from sonndest sleep 
Soft on Hie flow’ry herb I fonnd me laid 
In balmy sweat, which with his beams the sun 
Soon dried, and on the reeking moisture fed 
Straight toward heav’n my wond’ring eyes I tnrnM, 
And gazed a while the ample sky, till laised 
By quick instinctive motion up I spiung. 

As thitherward endeavouring, and upright 
Stood on my feet about me round I saw 
Hill, dale^aml shady woods, and sunny plains 
And liquid lapse of mnimnrmg streams , by the«-e 
Cieatures that lived, and moved and walk d, oi fit , 
Birds on the blanches warbling, all things smiled, 
ith frigr mce and with joy ray heart o’erflow d 
Myself I then perused, and limb by limb 
Survey’d and sometimes went and sometimes ran 
With supple joints, as lively vigour led 
But who I was or wheie, oi from what cause 
Knew not to* speak I tried, and forthwith spake 
My tongue obey’d, and le idily could n ime 
Whate er I saw Thou sun, said I, fair ligbt. 

And thou enlighten’d eaith, so fiesh and gay, 

Ye hills and dales, ye rivers, woods and pi ims 
And y^ that live and move fair creatures tell. 

Tell, if ye saw, how came I thus, how here ^ 

Not of myself, by some great Maker then. 

In goodness and m power pre eminent 
Tell me, how may I know Him, how adore. 

From whom I have that thus I move and live. 

And feel that I am happier than I know 
While thus I call’d, and stray’d I knew not whither 
I rpm where I first drew air, and first beheld 
This happy light, when answer none return’d. 

On a green shady bank profuse of flow’rs 
Pensive I sat me down , there gentle sleep 
Fii st found me, and -^ith soft oppression seized 
My drowsM sense, untroubled, though I thought 
I then was passing to my foimer state 
Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve 
When suddenly stood at nty head a dieam, 
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Who-rje inward apparition gently moved 
My fancy to believe I yet had being, 

And lived one came methought, of shape divine, 

And said Thy mansion wants thee, Adam, use, 
hirst man, of men innumerable ordain’d 
First fathei ^ call d by thee I come thy guide 
lo the gaiden of bhss thy seat prepared 
So s lying, by the hand He took me laised 
And over fields and waters, as in air 
Smooth sliding without step Hst led me up 
A woody mountain, whose high top was plain, 

A circuit wide, enclosed with goodliest tices 
Planted, with walks, and bowers, that what I saw 
Of earth befoie scaice pleasant seem d Each tue 
Loaden with finest fiiiit, that hung to the eve 
Tempting stin d in me sudden appetite 
To pluck and cat whcieit I waked and found 
Before mine eyes ill real, as the dream 
Had lively shadow d here had neW be gun 
My wand ring, had not lit who was my guide 
Up hither, from imong the trees appeal d, 
pKsence Divine Kejoicmg, but with awe, 

In adoiation at His feet 1 fell 

bubmiss He reii d me, and, Whom thou sought’ st 1 am 
haid mildly author of all this thou seest 
\bove 01 lound about thee, or beneath 
Ihis paiadise I give thee count it thine 
To till and keep and of the fruit to eat 
Of every tiee tiiat in the gaiden grows 
1 it fieely with glad heait, fear here no deaith 
But of the Tree whose operation brings 
Knowledge of good and ill, which I have set 
^j'he pledge of thy obedience and thy faith 
Amid the garden by the Tree of Life 
Bemembei what I warn thee, shun to taste. 

And shun the bitter conseqfuenoe for know, 

The day thou eat’st thereof, my sole command 
Transgiest, inevitably thou shalt die, 

From that day moital, add this happy state 
Shalt lose, expell’d from hence into a world 
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Of woe and sorrow Sternly He prononncod 
The ngid mtei diction, which icsoun^ds 
Yet dreadful m mine ear though m iny choice 
Not to incur, hut soon His clear aspect 
Return’d and graoious puipose thus renew d 
Not only these fair bounds but all the eaiih 
To thee and to thy race I give , as lords 
Possess it, and all things that theuin live 
Oi live in sea, or an, btast fish, and fowl 
In si^n whereof each bird and be ist behoM 
After their kinds I bung them to leceive 
Fiom thee tlicir nanus and pay thee fealty 
With low Bub|etlion, nndeistand the sanio 
Of fish within then vvitiy lesidince, 

Not hithei summon d since they c innot ehan^^e 
Then element to diaw the thinmi air 
As thus he spike ea( h bnd and bexst behold 
Approaching two and two these cow ring low 
With blandishment e ich bud stooi) d on bis wing 
T named them as they pissd and undei stood 
Their nature, with such knowledge God indued 
My sodden appichension but in these 
T found not what niethoiight I w xnted still , 

And to the heav nly vision thue piesumed 
O by what n ime, foi thou above all these. 

Above mankind, or aught than mankind higher 
Surpassest far my naming how may I 
Acluie thee. Author of this universe 
And all this good to man, foi whose well being 
So amply, and with hands so liberal, 

Idiou hast piovided all things? but with me 
I s^e not who pai takes In solitude 

What happness who can enjoy alone, 

Or all enjoying what contentment find ?* 

Thus I presumptuous , and z vismu bright 
As with a smile more brighten’d, thus lepliea 
What call st thou solitude P Is not the earth 
Wilti various hvmg creatures and the air 
Replenish’d, and ail thSse at thy command 
To com© and play before thee P Know st thou not 
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'I'heir language and tbeir ways P They also know, 
And reason not contemptibly , with these 
Find pastime, and bear rule, thy lealm is larg^ 

So spake the universal Lord, and seem’d 
So ordering I, with leave of speech implored. 
And humble deprecation, thus replied 
Let not my words oftend thee heav nly Power, 
My M ikei , be propitious while I speak 
Hast thou not made me here thy substitute, 

And these iiifeiior far beneath me set ? 

\mong unequals what sOu^iety 

Can soi-t, what harmony, oi ti iie delight ? 

Winch must be mutual, in piojioition due, 

Given and received , but in disparity 
'Fhe one intense, the other still lemiss 
( annot well suit with either, but soon piove 
Tedious alike of fellowship I speak 
Such as I seek fit to paiticipate 
All rational delight, wherein the brute 
Cannot be human consort they ie)oice 
Lach with their kind, lion with lioness , 

So fitly them in pans thou hast combined, 

Much less can bird with beast, or fish with fowl. 
So well converse 'nor with the ox the ape , 

^Voise then can man with beast, and least of all 
Whereto th Almighty answer’d! not displeased 
A nice and subtile happiness I see 
Thou to thyself propose st m the choice 
Of thy associates, Adam, and wilt taste 
Nopleasuie, though in pleasure, solitaiy 
What thiiik’st thou then of me, and this my state 
Seem I to thee sufficiently possest 
Of hajipiness or not P who am alone 
From all eternity , for none I know 
Second to me or like, equal much less 
How have I then with whom to hold converse, 
Save with the creatures which 1 made and those 
To me infeiior, infinite descents * 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee P 
He ceased, I lowly answer’d To attain 
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The highth and depth of thy ete* ual ways 
All human thoughts come shorti Supreme of thi igs, 
Thou m thyself art peifect, and in thee 
Is no ficience foutid not so is man, 

But m degree the cause ot his desne 
jby conversation with his hke to help, 

Or solace his defects need that thou 

Should st piopagate, alieady infinite 

And thiongh all numbers absolute, tliongh one 

But man by number is to manifest 

His single imptifet+ion, and beget 

Like of Ills likt his image multiplied, 

In unity defictive which lequiics 
C ollatiial love, and dearest amity 
'iliou in thy secrecy although done, 

Best with thyself accompanied seek’ at not 
Social commuiiK itiou , yet so pleased 
Canst laise thy cieature to what highth thou wnt 
Of union oi communion, deified, 

I by conversing cannot these erect 
From prone, noi in their ways compracence find 
Thus I embolden d spake and freedom used 
Pei missive and acceptance found which gam d 
This answer from the gracious Voice Divine 
Thus far to tiy thee, Adam, I was pleag^ed. 

And find thee knovMiig not of beasts alone, 

Which thou hast lightly named, but of thyself, 
Expressing well the spirit witlim thee fiee. 

My image not impai ted to the brute , 

Whose fellowship) therefore unmeet fbr thee 
Good reason was thou fi eely should st dislike, 

And ■')e so minded still I, ere thou sp>ak st, 

Knew it not good for man to be alone, 

And no such company as then thou 8|,w st 
Intended th^e, for tiial only brought, 
lo see how thou could’st judge of fit and meet 
What next I bring shall please thee, he assuiea, 

Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy other self. 

Thy wish exactly to thy heart’s desire 
He ended, or I heard no more , f(>r now 
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My eaithly by His heav’nly overpowei’d. 

Which it had long stood under, strain d to the highth 
In that celestial colloquy sublime, 

As with an object that excels the sense, 

Dazzled and spent, sunk down, and sought repair 
Of sleep which instantly iell on me call d 
By nature as in aid, and closed mine ( yes * 

Mine eyes He closed but open left the tell 
Of fancy my iiitcinal sight by which 
Absti ict as in a trance methought I saw, 

I’hough sleeping whtie I lay and sw the shape 
Still gloiious before whom aw ike I stood 
Who stooping open d my left side and took 
From thciKC a rib with cordi il spiiits warm, 

And lift blood streaming fresh, wide was the wound 
But suddenly with flesh fill’d up and h< al d 
1 he nb he form d and fashion d with His hands , 
Under His forming hands a creature grew 
Manlike but difhient sex, so lovely fair 
Ihat what stem d fair in all the woild seem d n-^w 
Mem, or m her summ d up in her contain d 
And m her looks which from that time infused 
Sweetness into my heait unfelt before, 

And into all things from her air inspired 
The spuit of love and amorous delight 
She disappear’d and left me dark I waked 
To find her, or for ever to deplore 
Her loss and other pleasures all abjure 
When out of hope, benoid nei not far off, 

Such as I saw hei in my dream adorn’d 
With what all earth or heaven could bestow 
To make her amiable on she came 
Led by her heav nly Makei though unseen, 

And guided by his \oice nor uninform’d 
Of nuptial sanctity and marriage rites 
Grace was m all hei steps, heav’n in her eye. 

In every gesture dignity and love 
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*This turn hath made amenda thou hast fulfall d 
Thy words Creator bounteous and benign 
Giver of all things fair but fairest this ^ 

Of all Thy gifts, nor en\ test — p as? 
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I overjoy’d could not forbear aloud 

This turn bath made amends , thou bast fuldll'd 
Thy words Creator bounteous and benign, 

Giver of all things fair, but fairest this 
Of all thy gifts, nor enviest I now see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, myself 
Before me , woman is her name of man 
Extracted , for this cause he shall forego 
Father and mother, and to his wife adhere , 

And they shall be one flesh one heart, one soul 
Bhe heard me thu«, and though divinely brought, 
Yet innocence and Mrgm modesty. 

Her \irtue and the conscience of her worth, 

That would be woo d and not unsought be won. 

Not obvious not obtrusive but retired, 

The more desiiable, or to say all, 

N iture herself, though puic of sinful thought, 
Wiought in her so, that seeing me she turn d, 

I follow d her she what was honour knew 
And with obsequious majesty approved 
My pleaded reason To the nuptial bow’r 
I led her blushing like the morn all heav’n, 

And happy constellations on that hour 
Shed their selectest influence , the earth 
Gave sign of gratulation, and each hill , 

Joyous the birds, fresh gales and gentle airs 
Whisper d it to the woods and tiom their wings 
Flung rose, flung odoitis from the spicy shrub. 
Disporting till the amoious bird of night 
Sung spousal, and bid haste the ev’ning star 
Oi' his hill top to light the bridal lamp 
T1 us I have told thee all my state, and brought 
My story to the sum of earthly bliss. 

Winch I enjoy, and must confess to find 
In all things else delight indeed, but such 
As, used or not, works in the mind no change, 

Nor vehement desire , these delicacies 
I mean of taste, sight, smell, herbs, fruits, and fiow’rS; 
Walks, and the melody of buds but here 
Far otjherwisei, transported I behold. 
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Transported toncli , here passion first I felt. 
Commotion strange, in all enjoyments else 
Superior and unmored, here only weak 
Against the oharm of beauty s powerful glance 
Or nature fail’d in me, and left some part 
Not proof enough such object to sustain, 

Or from my side subducting took perhaps 
More than enough , at least on her bestow’d 
Too mu( h of ornament in outward show 
Elaborate of inward less ex:act 
'For well I understand in the prime end 
Of nature her tli inferior in the mind 
And inward f iculties, which most excel. 

In outward also her icserabhng less 
His image who made both and less expressing 
The ch iiacter of that dominion giv’n 
O’ei other creatures yet when I approach 
Her loveliness so absolute she seems 
And 111 herself complete, so well to know 
Her own that what she wills to do or say 
Seems wisest, virtuonse^t, discreetest, best 
All higher knowledge in her presence falls 
Degraded, wisdom in discourse with her 
Loses discountenanced, and like folly shows 
Authority and reason on her wait, 

As one intended firstj not after made 
Occasionally , and, to consummate all, 

Greatness of mind and nobleness their seat 
Build in her loveliest, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic placed 

To whom the angel with contracted brow 
Accuse not nature, she hath done her part , 

Do thou but thine, and be not diffident 
Of wisdom , she deserts thee not, if thou 
Dismiss not her, when most thou need’st her nigh, 
By attributing overmuch to things 
Less excellent, as thou thyself perceiv’st 
For what admir’st thou, what transports thee so P 
An outside if fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishing, thy honouring, and thy love. 
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Not thy subjection -weigh with her thjself, 

Then value oft times nothing profits more 
Than self esteem, grounded on t^st and right 
Well managed of that skill the moie thou know’st, 
The more she will acknowiedge thee her head, 

And to realities jneld all her shows, 

Made so adoin tor thy delight the more, 

So awful that with honour thou may st lo^ e 
Thy mate, who sees when thou art seen least wise 
But if the sense of touch whereby mankind 
1 s propagated seem such dear delight 
Beyond all other think the same vouchsafed 
To cattle and each beast , which would not be 
To them made common and divulged if aught 
Therein enjoy d were worthy to subdue 
The soul of man, or passion in him move 
What higher in her society thou hnd’st 
i-ttractive, human, rational love still 
In loving thou dost well, in passion not, 

Wherein true love consists not love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges hath his seat 
In reason and is judicious, is the scale 
By which to heav nly love thou may’st ascend. 

Not sunk in carnal jileasnre , for which cause 
Among the beasts no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus half abashed Adam replied 
Neither her outside form’d so fair, nor aught 
In piocreation common to all kinds, 

(Though higher of the genial bed by far 
And with mysterious reverence I deem,) 

So much dehgbts me, as those graceful acts, 

Those thousand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words and actions, mix’d with love 
And sweet compliance, which declare unfeign’d 
Union of mmd, or in us both one soul , 

Harmony to behold in wedded pair. 

More grateful than harmonious sound to the ear 
Yet these subject not, I to thee disclose 
What inward thence I feel, not therefore foil’d, 

Who meet with various objects, from the sense 
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Vanously representing, yet still free 
Approve the best, and follow what I approve 
To love thou blam’st me not, for love thou say'st 
Leads up to heav*n is both the way and guide , 

Bear with me then, if lawful what I ask 
Love not the heav’nly spirits, and how then love 
Expiess they ? by looks only P or do they mix 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch P 
To whom the angel with a smile that glow’d 
Celestial rosy red love’s pioper hue, 

Answer d Let it suffice thee that thou know’st 
Us happy, and without love no happiness 
Whatever pure thou m the body enpy st, 

(And pure thou wert created,) we enjoy 
In eminence, and obstacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, exclusive bars 
Easier than air with air, if spirits embiace, 

Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
Desinng , nor restrain’d conveyance need 
As flesh to mix with flesh, or soul with soul 
But I can now no more , the pai-ting sun 
Beyond the earth’s green Capo and Verdant Isles,* 
Hesperean ^ gets, my signal to depart 
Be Strong live happy, and love, but first of all 
Him whom to lo\ e is to obey,"^ and keep 
His great command, tale heed lest passion sway 
Thy judgment to do aught, which else free will 
Would not admit , thine and of all thy sons 
The weal or woe in thee is placed , beware 
I in thy persevering shall rejoice, 

And all the blest stand fast , to stand or fall 
Free in thine own arbitrement it lies , 

Perfect within, no outward aid require, 

And all temptation to transgress repel 
So saying, he arose , whom Adam thus 
Follow’d with benediction Since to part, 

Go, heavenly guest, ethereal messenger, 

> ( ftp© de Vord© ftnd th© Cape de 2 in tb© West where Hesperus, the 
Vei do Islands ©Texiingstar appears — FroxnNEWTOH 

« 1 John V a 
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Bent from wHoae sovereign goodness I adore 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condesoension* and shall be honour’d ever 
With grateful memory thou to mankmd 
Be good and fnendly still and oft return- 
So parted they, the angel up to heav’n 
From the thick shade, and Adam to his bower 



FAEADIBE LOST 


m 


BOOK IX 

The Argument 

Satan having compassod the earth with meditated guile returns as a mist bv 
night into piradise and cttcis mto the serpent sleeping Adam and Eve in the 
morning go forth to tljoir ]i>)our8 which Eve proposes to divide in several pi ices 
oich labouring ipxrt Adam consents not alleging the danger lest that cnom> ot 
whom they wore foiew lined should attempt her found alone Fve loth to lie 
thought not circuinH])< ct oi firm enoiuh urges her going ipart the rather desirous 
to make trial of bei rtrength A lain at 1 ist j iclds the st rpont finds her alont his 
subtle appi oach first ganng then speikmg with much flattery cKtolling Eve ah ne 
all other creatures Eve w uKkring tr htai the seriJcnt speak isks how he attained 
to human speech and such undorstind ng n >t till now the serpent answers that bv 
tasting of a coitiin tree in the guden he attuned both to speech and reason till 
then void of both It ve i oquiic s him to bring her to th it treo ind finds it to 1 e the 
I'loe of Knowledge foi bidden tbo soriKiit now giown bolder with many wiles and 
arguments induces h^r a*" loiigtli to eat she pleased with the taste delihei it s 
a while whether to impart there of to Adam or not at last bungs him of the fruit 
relates what persuaded her to t it thereof Adam at fust im ized but perceiving kei 
lost resolves tlnough vehciucneo of love to jicri hwith her and extenuating the 
trespass oats also of the fruit the elTects the reof in them both they seek to cu er 
their ttakednoBS then fall to \ari mcc and iieeusation of one another 

Ko more of talk tv here God or A^gel guest 
With man, as with his friend familiar used 
To felt indulgent and with him partake 
Kural repast, permitting him the while 
Venial discourse nnhlanud , I now must change 
These notes to tiagic foul distrust, and breach 
Disloyal on the part of min, revolt. 

And disobedience on the part of heav'n 
Now alienated distance and distaste. 

Anger, and just lebuke, and judgment giv’n, 

That brought into this world a world of woe , 

8m and her shadow Dcith, and miseiy 
Dtath^s harbinger sad tisk, yet argument 
Not less but more heroic than the wrath 
Of stem Achilles on his foe * pursued 
I’hrice fugitive about Troy wall , or rage 
Of Turnus for Lavinia disespoused,^ 

Or Neptune’s ire or Juno’s, that so long 
Perplex’d the Greek ^ and Cytherea’s son ^ 


* Hector See Ihad 
9 See Jin€%d 


9 Ulysses 
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If answerable style I can obtain 
or my celestial patroness who deigns 
Her nightly visitation nnimplored, 

And dictates to me slumb’i ing, or inspires 
Easy my unpremeditated verse 
Since first this subject for heroic sonc? 

Pleased me, long choosing and beginning late ^ 
Not sedulous by nature to indite 
Wais, hitluito the only argument 
H( roic deem d, dm f inaef ry to dissect 
"With long and tedious havork lubled knights 
In battles feign d, the better foititude 
Of i>atiencc and heroic martyrdom 
I^nsung, or to describe laces ind gimes, 

Or tilting furnitiu'e emblazon d sliulds 
Impresses quaint capaiisons and steeds, 

Bases ^ in d tinsel trippings gorgi ous knights 
At joust and tournament then marshall d feast 
Served up in hall with sewers and scneshals 
The skill of artihci oi office mean, 

Not that whuli justly gi\is htioic name 
To person or to poem Me of these 
Nor skill d nor studious higher argument 
Remains, bufiicicnt of itself to raise 
That name unless an age too laic, or cold 
Climate or ^ears damp my intended wing 
Depress d, and much they may if ail be mine, 
Not hers who brings it nightly to mv ear 
The sun was sunk, and after him tlie star 
Of Hesperus whose office is to bring 
Twilight upon the earth short arbiter 
’ fwixt diy and night, and now from end to end 
Night’s hemisphere had veil d the honzon round 
When Satan who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improved 


* Milton i« mippOTed to have begim Lie published in 1667 when the Poet was in 
ffieat iwem in bis forty eij?htb year and his sixtieth year 

finished it in hw fifty seventh It was a Devices on shields 

* The mantles worn by knights 
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In meditated fraud and malicje bent 
On man’s destruction, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himself, fearless return d 
By night he fled, and at midnight return d 
From compassing the earth, cautious of day, 

Since Uiiel regent of the sun de&ciied 
Ills entrance, and forewai n d the Cherubim 
I hat kept their watch , thence full of anguish driv’n, 
The space of seven continued nights he rode 
With darkness, thrice the equinoctial line 
He circled four times eross'd the car of night 
From pole to pole traversing each colure , ‘ 

On the eighth return d, and on the coast averse 
From entiance or Cherubie watch by stealth 
Found unsuspected way There was a place. 

Now not, though sin, not time, first wrought the change, 

Where Iigris at the foot of paradise 

Into a gulf shot under giound, till part 

Kose up a fountain by the Tree of Life 

In with the nvei sunk, nnd with it rose 

featan involved lu rising mist then sought 

Where to lie hid sea h{ had search’d, and land 

From Lden over Pontus,'* and the pool 

Maeotis up beyond the iiver Ob 

Downward as far Antarctic , and in length 

West from Orontes^ to the ocean barr’d 

At Darien,® thence to the land where flows 

Ganges and Indus ® thus the orb he loam’d 

With narrow search , and with inspection deep 

Considei’d every creature, which of all 

Most opportune might serve his wiles, and found 

The seipent subtlest beast of all the field ^ 

Him after long debate, irresolute 
Of thoughts revolved, his final sentence chose 
Fit vessel, fittest imp of fiaud, in whom 


* The ooluren are two ct# at imaginary 
circloB euootapassing the globe from 
north to south Satan moved thtis to 
keep m the shades of night —From 

JlEWTON 

TheEuxine or Black fiea. 
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To enter, and Ins dark snggestionB lude 
From sliarpest sight for in the wdy snake 
Whatever sleights none would suspicious maik. 

As from his wit and native subtlety 
Proceeding, which in othei beasts observed 
Doubt might beget of diabolic jiow’r 
Active within bevond the sense of brute 
Thus he resolved, but first from inward grief 
His bursting passion into plaints thus pom d 
O earth, how like to heav’n, if not prefeii’d 
More justly, seat worthier of gods, as built 
With second thoughts, reforming what was old ^ 
For what God aftei better worse would build P 
Terrestrial heav’n, danced round by other hcav’ns 
That shine, yet bear their bright officious lamps. 
Light above light, for thee alone as seems. 

In thee concentring all then precious beams 
Of sacred influence As God m heav’n 
Is centre, yet extends to all, so thou 
Centring receiv’st from all those orbs in thee, 

Not in themselves all their known viitue appears 
Productive in herb, plant and nobler bn th 
Of creatures animate with gradual life 
Of growth, sense reason all summ’d up in man 
With what delight could I have walk d thee round. 
If I could )oy in aught, sweet interchange 
Of hill and valley, nveis, woods, and plains. 

Now land, now sea, and shores with forest crown’d, 
Bocks, dens, and caves ’ but I in none of these 
Find place or refuge , and the more I see 
Pleasures about me, so much more I feel 
Torment within me as fiom the hateful siege 
Of contraries , all good to me becomes 
Bane, and in heav’n much worse would be my state 
But neither here seek I, no nor in heav’n 
To dwell, unless by mast’nng heav’n’s Supieme , 
Nor hope to he myself less miserable 
By what I seek, but others to make such 
As I, though thereby worse to me redound 
For only m destroymg I find ease 
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To my relentless thonglits and kim destroy’d. 

Or won to what may work his utter loss, 

For whom all this was made all this will soon 
Follow, as to him hnk’d in weal or woe 
In woe then , that destruction wide may range 
To me shall lie the glory sole among 
Ihe infernal powers in one day to have marr’d 
What He, Almighty stykd six nights and da;ys 
Continued miking and who 1 tiov\8 how long 
Before had been contriving though perhaps 
Not longer than binoe 1 in one mght freed 
Fiom servitude mgloiions well nigh lialf 
'J h’ angelic name, and tinnnei left the throng 
Of His adoreis He to be avenged 
And to repair His numbeis thus impair d, 
Whether such virtue sjjcat of old now fail d 
More angels to ficate if they at least 
Are His created, oi to spite us more, 

Detei mined to advance into oiir room 
A creature foim d of eirth and him endow, 
Exalted fiom so base origin il 
With heav nly spoils our s]>oils what he decreed 
He effected , man he made and for him built 
Magnificent this world, and earth his seat. 

Him lord pronounced and O indignity^ 

Subjected to his service iiigel wings,* 

And flaming ministers, to watch and tend 
Their earthy charge Of these the vigilance 
I dread, and to elude thus wrapp’d in mist 
Of midnight vapour, glide obscure, and pry 
In eveiy bush and hiake where hax> may find 
The serpent sleeping in whose mazy folds 
To hide me, and the dark intent I bring 
O foul descent ^ that 1, who erst contended 
With Gods to sit the highest, am now constra n d 
Into a beast, and mix’d with bestial shme, 

This essence to incarnate and imbrute. 

That to the highth of deity aspired, 
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But wKat will not ambition and revenge 
Descend to P wbo aspires must down as low 
As high he soar d* obnoxious first or last 
To basest things Revenge at first though sweet. 
Bitter ore long, back on itself recoils 
Let it, I reck not, so it hght well aim’d 
Sinoe higher I fall short, on him who next 
Provokes my envy this new favourite 
Of heav n, this man of clay, son of despite, 

Whom ns the more to spite his M iker raisf d 
From dust spite then with spite is best itpaid 
So saying, through each thickit dank oi dry. 

Like a black mist low creeping he hdd on 

His midnight scaich wluie soonest he might find 

The scipent him fast sleeping soon he found. 

In labyinith of many a round self idl’d 

His head the midst, well stored with subtle wiles 

Not yet in horrid sh idc oi dismal den, 

Nor nocent yet, but on the giassy herb, 

Feailess unfe ir d he slept In at his month 
The devil entei d end his brutal sense, 

In heart or head, possessing soon inspired 
W ith act intelligential , but his sleep 
Disturb d not, waiting close th’ approach of mom 
Now, when as sacred hght began to dawn 
In Lden on the humid flow is, that bieathed 
Their moiniiig incense when all things that breathe 
From th’ earth’s great altar send up silent praise 
To the Creator and His nostrils fill 
With grateful smell forth came the human pair, 
And join d their vocal worship to the choir 
Of cieatnres wanting voice, that done partake 
Tlljt reason, prime for sweetest scents and airs 
^hen commune, how that day they best may ply 
Their growing work , for much their work outgrew 
The hands’ dispatch of two, gard’ning so wide 
And Eve first to her husband thus began 
Adam, well may we labour still to dress 
This garden, still to tend plant, herb, and flow’r. 

Our pleasaoii task enjoin’d » but till more hands 
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Aid us, the work under our labour grows, 

Luxurious by restraint , what we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bmd. 

One night or two with wanton growth derides. 
Tending to wild Thou therefore now advise, 

Or hear what to my mind first thoughts present, 

Let us divide our labours, thou where choice 
Leads thee, or where most needs, whether to wind 
The woodbine round this arbour or direct 
The clasping ivy where to climb, while I 
In yondei spring^ of loses intermix’d 
With myrtle find what to redress till noon 
For while so neai each other thus all day 
Our task we choose, what wonder if so near 
Looks intervene and smiles, or object new 
Casual discourse draw on , which intermits 
Oui day s work, brought to little, though begun 
Early, and the hour of supjier comes unearn’d 
To whom mild answer Adam thus return’d 
Sole Eve associate sole to me beyond 
Compare above all living creatures dear, 

Well hast thou motion d well thy thoughts emploj'^’d. 
How we might best fulhl the work which here 
God hath assign d us nor of me shall pass 
Unpraised , for nothing lovelier can be found 
In woman, than to study household good, 

And good works in her husband to promote 
Yet not so strictly hath our Lord imposed 
Labour, as to debar us when we need 
Kefreahment, whether food, or talk between, 

Food of the mind or this sweet intercourse 
Of looks and smiles, for smiles fiom reason flow. 

To biute denied and are of love the food, 

Love not the lowest end of human hfe 
For not to irksome toil, but to dehght. 

He made us, and dehght to reason join’d. 

These paths and bowers doubt not but our joint hands 
Will keep from wilderness with ease, as wide 
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As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 
Assist us but if much converse perhaps 
Thee satiate, to short absence I could yield 
For solitude sometimes is best society. 

And short retirement urges sweet return 
But other doubt possesses me, lest harm 
Belall thee sever d from me , for thou Icnow’st 
What hath been warn d us, what malicious foe 
Fill ying our happiness, and of his own 
Despairing, seeks to work us woe and shame 
By sly assault, and somewheie nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 
His wish and best advantage, us asunder. 

Hopeless to circumvent us join’d, where each 
To other speedy aid might lend at need,' 

Whether his first design be to withdiaw 
Our fealty from God, or to disturb 
Conjugal love, tban which perhaps no bhss 
Enjoy d by us excites his envy more , 

Or this, or worse, leave not the faithful side 
That gave thee being, still shades thee and protects 
The wife, where danger or dishonour lurks. 

Safest and seemliest by her husband stays. 

Who guards her, or with her the worst endures 
To whom the virgin majesty of Eve, 

As one who loves and sgme nnkmdness meets. 

With sweet austere composuie thus leplied 

Offspring of heav’n and earth, and all earth’s lord. 
That such an enemy we have, who seeks 
Oui rum, both by thee inform’d I learn, 

And from the parting angel overheard. 

As m a shady nook I stood behind. 

Just then return’d at shut of evening flow’rs 
But that thou shouldst my firmness therefore doubt 
To Gob or thee, because we have a foe 
May tempt it I expected not to hear 
His violence thou fear st not, being such. 

As we, not capable of death or pain, 
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Can either not receive, or can repel 

His fraud is then thy fear, which plain»infera 

Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and love 

Can by his fraud be shaken or seduced 

Thoughts, which how found they harbour m thy breast, 

Adam, misthought of her to thee so dear ? 

To whom with healing words Adam leplied 
Daughtei of God and man, immortal Eve, 

For such thou art from sin and blame entue 

Not diffident of thee do T dissuade 

Thy absence fiom my sight but to avoid 

Th* attempt itself intended by our foe 

For he who tempts though in vain at least aspeises 

The tempted with dishonour foul supposed 

Not incoiruptible of fiith not pi oof 

Against temptation Thou thyself with scorn 

And anger wouldst resent the offer’d wrong, 

Though ineffectual found mi‘«deem not then, 

If such affront I labour to aveit 

From thee alone which on us both at once 

The enemy though bold, will hardly dare, 

Or daring, fiist on me th’ assault shall light 
Noi tliou his malice and false guile contemn , 

Subtle he needs must be who could seduce 

Angels, nor think superfluous others’ aid 

I from the influence of thy looks receive 

Access in every virtue, m thy sight 

More wise, more watchful stronger, if need were 

Of outward strength, while shame, thou looking on, 

Shame to be overcome or ovei reach’d, 

Would utmost vigour raise, and raised unite 
Why shouldst not thou like sense within thee feel 
When I am present, and thy tnal choose 
With me, best witness of thy virtue tried P 
So spake domestic Adam in his care 
And matrimonial love , but Eve, who thought 
Less attributed to her faith sincere. 

Thus her reply with accent sweet renew’d 
If this he our condition thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit straiten’d by a foe. 
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Subtle or violent, we not endued 

Single with hi e defence, wherever met 

How are we happy, still in fear of harm P 

But harm precedes not sm only oni foe 

Tempting afFionts us with his foul esteem 

Of our integrity his loul esteem 

Slicks no dishonour on oiii fiont, but turns 

Foul on himself, then where fore shunn d or feai’d 

By usP who lather double honour gam 

From his suimisc proved false, find peace within, 

Favour from heav n our witness from th* event 

And what is faith, love, viitue unassay’d 

Alone without exterior help sustain dP 

Let us not then suspect our happy state 

Left so impel feet by the Maker wise, 

As not secure to single or conibii ed 
Frail is our happiness if this be so. 

And Eden wt re no Eden thus exposed 
To whom thus Ad im fervently replied 
O woman, best are all things as the will 
Of God oidain d them , His creating hand 
Hothmg imperfect or deficient left 
Of all that He created, much less man, 

Or aught that might his happy state secure, 

Secui e from outward force , within himself 
The danger lies yet lies within his power 
Against Ins will he can leceive no harm 
But God left free the will, for what obeys 
Reason is free, and reason He made right, 

But bid her well beware and still erect. 

Lest by some fair appealing good surprized 
She dictate false, and misinform the will 
To do what God expressly hath forbid 
Hot then mistrust, but tender love enjoins. 

That I should mmd thee oft, and mind thou me 
Firm we subsist, yet possible to swerve, 

Since reason not impossibly may meet 
Some specious object by the foe suborn’d. 

And fall into deception unaware. 

Hot keeping strictest ’w^atch, as she was warn’d 
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Seek not temptation then, which to avoid 
Were better, and most likely, if from me 
Thou sever not trial will come nnsooglit. 

Wonldst thou approve thy constancy, approve 
First thy obedience , th* other who can know ? 

Not seeing thee attempted, who attest? 

But if thou think tnal unsought may find 
Us both securer than thus warn’d thou seem’st, 

Go, for thy stay not free absents thee more. 

Go m thy nati\e innocence, lely 
On what thou hast of virtue, summon all, 

For God towaids thee hath done His part, do thine 
So spake the patnarch of mankind, but Eve 
Persisted, yet submiss, though last, leplied 
With thy pei mission then, and thus foiewain d. 
Chiefly by what th} own last reasoning woids 
Touch d only, that our tiial, when least sought, 
May find us both peihaps far less jnepared, 

The willinger I go noi much expect 
A foe so proud will first the weaker seek , 

So bent, the more shall shame him his repulse 
Thus saying fiom her husband’s hand her hand 
Soft she withdrew , and like a wood nymph light, 
Oread oi Dryad, or of Delia’s^ train. 

Betook her to the groves, but Delia’s self 
In gait surpass d and goadess like deport 
Though not as she with bow and quiver aim’d, 

But with such gaid ning tools as art, yet lude, 
Guiltless of fire had foim’d, or angels brought 
To Pales ^ or Pomona ® thus adorn’d, 

Likest she seem’d Pomona when she fled 
Vertumnus,'* or to Ceies m her prime, 

Yet virgin of Proserpina from Jove 
Her long with ardent look his eye pursued 
Delighted, but desiring mere her stay 
Oft he to her his ch rge of qmek letum 


1 A surname of Diana because bom in 
belos 

i aoddess of sheepfolds 
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Bepeated, she to him as o£b engaged 
To be return’d by noon amid the bow*r. 

And all things in best order to invite 
Noontide repast or afternoon s repose 
O mnoh deceived much failing, hapless Eve, 

Of tliy presumed return * event perverse I 
Thou never from that houi in paradise 
Found’st either sweet repast, or sound repose , 

Su< h ambush hid among sweet flow rs and shades 
Waited with hellish rancour imminent 
To intercept thy way or send thee back 
Despoil d of innocence of faith of bhss 
For now, and since fiist break of dawn the hend, 
Meie serpent in appearance, forth was come, 

And on his quest where likeliest he might find 
The only two of mankind but m them 
The whole included race, his pui posed prey 
In bow’r and field he sought where any tuft 
Of grove or garden plot more pleasant lay. 

Their tendance or plantation for dehght, 

By fountain or by shady rivulet 

He sought them both, but wish’d his hap might find 
Eve separate , he wish d but not with hope 
Of what so seldom chanced, when to his wish, 
Beyond his hope Eve separate he spies. 

Veil d in a cloud of fragrance, where she stood, 

Half spied, so thick the roses bushing round 
About her glow’d, ofb stooping to support 
Each flow r of slender stalk, whose head though gay 
Carnation, purple, azure, or speck d with gold. 

Hung drooping unsustain’d , them she upstays 
Gently with myrtle band, mindless the while, 
Herself, though fairest unsupported flow’r, 

From her best prop so far, and storm so nigh 
Nearer he drew, and many a walk traversed 
Of stateliest covert, cedar, pine, or palm. 

Then voluble and bold, now hid, now seen 
Among thick woven arborets and flow’rs 
Imborder’d on each bank, the hand of Eve 
Spot more dehmotia thaon those gardens feign’d 

1 
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Or of revived Adonis,* or renowned 
Alciiious, host of old Laertes^ son,® 

Or that, not mystic, where the Sapient Icing 
Held dallianoe with his fair Egyptian spouse * 

Much he the place admired, the person more 
As one who long in populous city pent 
Where houses thick and sewers annoy the air. 

Forth issuing on a summer s morn to breathe 
Among the pleasant villages and farms 
Adjoin d, from each thing met conc( ives delight. 

The smell of gram or tedded giass,^ or kme. 

Or dairy, each rural sight, each rural sound, 

If chance with nymjih like step tan virgin pass, 
What pleasing seemed, for her now pleases more, 

She most and in her look sums all delight 
Such pleasure took the serpent to behold 
This flow'ry i^lit, the Sweet recess of Eve 
Thus early thus alone her heav’nly form 
Angdic, but moie soft and feminine, 

Her graceful innocenee lur eveiy air 
Of gesture or least action, over awed 
His malice, and with rapine sweet Weaved 
His fierceness of the fieice intent it brought 
That space the evil one abstracted stood 
Fiom his own evil, and for the time remain d 
Stupidly good, of enmity disarm’d, 

Of guile of hate, of envy, of revenge. 

But the hot hell that alwnys m him burns, 

Though in mid heav n soon ended his delight, 

And tortures him now more, the more he sees 
Of pleasuie not for him ordain d then soon 
Fierce hate ho recollects, and all his thoughts 
Of mischief, gratulatmg, thus excites^ 

Thoughts, whither have ye led me, with what sweet 
Compulsion thus transported to forget 
What hither brought us P hate, not love, nor hope 
Of paradise for hell, hope here to taste 


• At tho request of Venus, he was 
restored to life 
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Of pleasure but all pleasure to destroy. 

Save wbat is m destroymg other joy 
To me IB lost. Then kt me not let pass 
Occasion which now smiles , behold alone 
The woman opportune to all attempts, 

Her husband (for I view far round ) not nigh, 
Whoso higher intellectual moie I shun 
And strength, of courage haughty and of hmb 
Huoic built, though of ternstnal mould, 

Foe not inforraidablt ’ exempt from wound 
£ not so much hath hell debxsed, ind pain 
lufcebled me, to what 1 was in heaven 
She fair divinely fair, fit love for gods, 

Not terrible, though leiror be in love 
And beauly not appro ich d by sironger hate 
Hate stronger undei show of love wtll feign d, 
The way which to her rum now T te nd 
So spake the enemy of m mkind enclosed 
In serpent inmate bad, and toward Eve 
Address d his way, not with indented w ive, 
Prone on the giound, as since but on his leai, 
Circular base of rising folds, th it tower d 
Fold above fold a sui ging maze, his head 
Crested aloft, and carbuncle his eyes , 

With burnish d neck ot verdant gold, erect 
Amidst his circling sjuies that on the grass 
Floated redundant pleasing was his shape, 
And lovely, nevei since of seipent kind 
Lovelier, not those that in Illyria changed 
Heimione and Cadmus,* or the GoeP 
In Epidaurus , nor to which transform’d 
Ammoman^ Jove oi Capitolme'* was seen, 

He with Olympias this with her who bore 


1 Cadmus who introduced letters into 
Greece and Ilermione his wife They 
were changed by serpents into ser 
pents 

* Esculipius the god of medicine 
m is sala to have taken the form of 
a serpent when ho smpoared at Home 
during a pestilence —'from Warton 
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4 Roman These lines relate tn the 
fable of Jupiter bomg the fathtr of 
Alexander the Great and of Scipio tlso 
All these images picture the magnificence 
of the serpent s form 
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Scipio the highth of Borne With tract oblique 
At first, as one who sought access, but fear d 
To interrupt side long he works his way 
As when a ship by skilful steersman wrought 
Nigh rivei s mouth or foreland, where the wind 
Vecis oft as oft so steers, and shifts her sail 
So varied he, and of his toituous trsm 
Curl d many a wanton wreath m sight of Eve, 

To luie her eye , she busied he aid the sound 
Of rustling leaics but minded not, as used 
To such disport before her through the field. 

From every beast, more duteous at her call. 

Than at Ciicean call the herd disguised 
He bolder now uncall d before her stood , 

But as m gaze admiring oft he bow’d 
His t irret ciest and sleek enamell d neck. 

Fawning and lick d the ground whereon she trod 
His gentle dumb expression turn d at length 
The eye of Eve to maik his play , he glad 
Of her attention gam d with serpent tongue 
Organic, or imiiulsc of \ ocal air. 

His fraudulent temptation thus began 

Wonder not sov reign mistress if perhaps 
Thou canst, who art solo wonder much less aim 
Thy lool s the heav’ii of mildness, with disdain, 
Displeased that I apiiroach thte thus, and gaze 
Insatiate, I thus single, nor have fear d 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus letired 
Fairest resemblance of thy Maker fair 
Thee all things living gaze on, all things thme 
By gift, and thy celestial beauty adore 
With ravishment beheld theie best beheld 
Where uni vei sally admired but here 
In tins enclosure wild, these beasts among, 

Beholdtis rude and shallow to discern 
Half what m thee is fair, one man except, 

Who sees thee ? and what is one P who shouldst be seen 
A Goddess among Gods, adored and served 
By angels numberless, thy daily train 

So glozed the tempter, and his proem tuned , 



PAMADISB ZOST. 


277 


Into the heart of Eve his words made way, 

Though at the voice much marvelling at length 
Not unamazed she tbiis in a never spahe 
What m^y this mean P Language of man piononnoed 
By tongue of hiiite and hnman s^nst express’d? 

The first at least of these I thought denied 
To beasts, whom Goo on tluir creation day 
Cimted mute to all articulate sound, 

The lattei I demni, for m thtir looks 
Much leason, and in their acfions oft appears 
Thee, serpent, subtlest beast of all ilif held 
I knew, but not with liumun \oice endued, 

Bedouble then this miracle, and s i j 
How cam st thou speakablo of muto and how 
To me so fiiendiy giowu above the icst 
Of bratal kind that duly aie in sight? 

Say, for such wonder cliims ittcution due 
To whom the guileful iiinptci thus replied 
Empiess of this fur woild resplendent Eve, 

Easy to me it is to tell thee all 

What thou command st and right thou shonldst be obe^ *d 

I was at first as other beists that grc*.ze 

The tioddcn herb, of abject thoughts ind low. 

As was my food noi lught liiit food discern’d 
Or sex, and apprehended nothing high 
Till on a day joving the field 1 chanced 
A goodly tree far distant to behold 
Loaden with fruit of fairest colours mixt. 

Buddy and gold I nearer drew to gaze , 

When from the boughs a savoury odour blown, 

Giateful to appetite moie pleased my sense 
Than smell of sweetest fennel oi the teats 
Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at cv n, 

TJnsnek’d of lamb or kid that tend their play 
To satisfy the sharp desire I had 
Of tasting those fair apples, I resolved 
Not to defer , hunger and thirst at once. 

Powerful persuaders, quicken’d at the scent 
Of that alluring fiuxt, urged me so keen 
About the mossy trunk I wound me soon. 
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For lixgh from ground the branches would reqmre 
Thj utmost reach or Adam’s round the tree 
All other beasts that saw with like desire, 

Longing and envying, stood but could not reach 
Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 
Tempting so nigh to pluck and eat my fill 
I spared not, for such pleasure till that hour 
At feed or fountain ne\er had I found 
Sated at length, ere long I might percene 
Strange alteration in me, to degree 
Of reason m my inw ird powers and speech 
Wanted not long though to tins shape retain d 
Thenceforth to specul itious high or deep 
I turn’d my thoughts and with capacious mind 
Consider d all things visible in hea\ ’n. 

Or earth, or middle all things fair and good , 

But all that iair and good in thy divine 
Semblance and in thy beauty s heav’nly ray 
United I beheld , no fair to thine 
Equivalent or second, which eompell d 
Me thus though importune perhaps, to come 
And gaze, and worship thee of right declared 
Sov reign of cre atures, universal dame 
So talk d the spirited sly snake, and Eve 
Yet more ama/ed unu ary thus replied 

beipent, tliA overpraising leaves in doubt 
The virtue of that fruit, in thee first pro\ ed 
But say where grows the tree ? from hence how far ? 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In p iradise, and vanous, yet unknown 
To us, lu such abundance lies our choice. 

As leaves a greater stoie of fruit untouch’d. 

Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
Grow up to their provision, and mor^ hands 
Help to disbuidcn nature of her birth 
To whom the wily adder blithe and glad 
Empress, the way is leady, and not long, 

Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat, 

Fast by a fountain, one small thicket past 
Of Mowing myrrh and balm if thou accept 
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My conduct, I can bring thee bather soon 

Lead then, said Eve He leading svnffcly roll’d 
In tangles, and made intricate seem stiaight. 

To mischief swift hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his crest as when a and ring fire 
Compact of unctuous vapom, which the night 
Condenses, and the cold enviions round, 

Kjndled through agitation to a flame. 

Which ofb, they say some evil spirit attends, 

Hovenng and bla-^ing with delusue light. 

Misleads th ama/ed night wandeior fiom his way 
To bogs and min s, and oft thiougb pond or pool. 

There swallow d up and lost, from succour far 
So glister d the duo snako and into fraud 
Led Eve our ciedulous mother, to the tree 
Of prohibition root of all our woo 
Which when she siw, thus to her guide she spake 
Serpent, we might have sj/aicd our coming hither, 
Fruitless to me though fruit be here to excess, 

The credit of whose virtue rest with thee , 

Won d rous indeed if cuise of such effects 
But of this tree we may not txste nor touch, 

God so commanded , and left that command 
Sole daughter of his voice , the rest we live 
Law to ourselves, our re ison is our law 
To whom tlie temptei guilefully replied 
Indeed ^ hath G od then said that of the fi uit 
Of all these garden trees ye shall not eat, 

Yet lords declared of all m earth or an P 
To whom thus Eve yet sinless Of the fruit 
Of each tree m the gaiden we may eat, 

But of the fruit of this fair tree amidst 
The garden, God hath said, ye shall not eat 
Thereof, nor shall ye touch it lest ye die 

She scarce had said, though brief when now more bold 
The tempter, but with show of zeal and love 
To man, and indignation at his wrong, 

New part puts on, and, as to passion moved, 

Fluctuates disturb’d, yet comely and in act 
Baised^ as of some great matter to begin 
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As when of old some orator renown’d 
In Athens or free Rome, where eloquence 
Flourish’d, since mute to some great cause address’d, 
Stood m himself collected while each part, 

Motion, each act won audience eie the tongue, 
Sometimes in highth began, as no delay 
Of preface brooking through his zeal of right 
So standing moving, or to highth upgrown. 

The tempter all impassion d thus began 
O sacred, wise, and wisdom gi\ ing plant, 

Mother of science now I feel thy p iwer 
Within me clear, not only to discern 
Things in their causes but to trace the ways 
Of highest agents deem d however wise 
Queen of this universe ’ do not believe 
Those rigid thre its of death , ye shall not die * 

How should ye ? by the fruit ? it gives you life 
To knowledge by the threatener look on me. 

Me who have touch d and tasted, yet both hve. 

And life more perfect have attain’d than fate 
Meant me, by vent iiug higher than my lot 
Shall that be shut to man, which to the beast 
Is open ? or will God incense His ire 
For such a petty tiespass and not praise 
Rather your dauntless virtue whom the pain 
Of death denounced, whatever thing death be, 

Deteir d not from achieving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge of good and evil P 
Of good, how just? of evil, if what is evil 
Be real, why not known, since easier shunn’d ? 

God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be just , 

Not just, not God , not fear d then, nor obey’d 
Your fear itself of death le moves the fear 
Why then was this foibid P Why but to awe, 

Why but to keep ye low and ignorant, 

His worshippers , he knows that in the day 
Ye eat thereof, your eyes that seem so clear. 

Yet are but dim, shall perfectly be then 
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Open’d and clear’d, and ye sball be as Goda» 

Knowing both good and evil a& they know 
That je should be as Gods, since I as inan» 

Internal man is but proportion meet, 

I of brute, human, ye of human Gods 
So shall ye die perhaps by putting off 
Human, to put on Gods death to be wish’d, 

Though threaten d which no worse than this can bring 

And what are Gods that man may not become 

As they, participating godlike food P 

The Gods are first, and that advantage use 

On our belief, that all from them proceeds , 

I question it for this f iir earth I see. 

Warm’d by the sun producing every kind. 

Them nothing if they all things who enclosed 
Knowledge of good and evil in this tree, 

That whoso eats thtieof forthwith attains 
Wisdom without their leave P and wherein lies 
Th’ offence, that man should thus attain to kne w P 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree 
Impart against his will if all be his ? 

Or IS it envy , and can envy dwell 
In heav’nly breasts P These these and many more 
Causes import your need of this fan fruit 
Goddess humane reach then, and fi eely taste 
He ended, and his words replete with guile 
Into her heart too easy entrance won 
Fix’d on the fruit she gazed, which to behold 
Might tempt alone, and in her ears the sound 
Yet rung of his persuasive words impregn’d 
With reason, to her seeming, and with truth 
Meanwhile the hour of noon drew on, and v aked 
All eager appetite, raised by the smell 
So savoury of that fruit, which with desire, 

Inclinable now grown to touch or taste, 

Sohcited her longing eye , yet first 
Pausing a while, thus to herself she mused 

Great are thy virtues, doubtless, best of fruits. 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be admired 
Whose taste, too long forborne, at first assay 
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Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for speech to speak thy praise 
Thy praise He also who forbids thy use 
Conceals not from us, naming thee the Tree 
Of Knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil , 
Forbids us then to taste, but His forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want 
For good unknown sure is not had, or had 
And yet unknown is as not had at all 
In plain then, what forbids He but to know? 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wise? 

Such prohibitions bind not But if death 
Bind us with after bands what profits then 
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit our doom is we shall die 
How dies the serpent ? he hath eaten and lives, 

And knows and speaks and reasons, and discerns, 

Irrational till then For us alone 

Was death mvcnf ed ? or to us denied 

This intellectu il food foi beasts reserved P 

For beasts it seems yet fhat one beast which first 

H ith trsted envies not but brings with joy 

The good bef ill n him author unsuspeet, 

Fiiendly to man, far from deceit or guile 
What fear I then, lather what know to fear 
Undei thib ignorance of good and evil. 

Of God or df ath, of law or penalty P 
Here grows the cure of all this fruit divine, 

Fair to the eye, inviting to the taste. 

Of virtue to make wise what hinders then 
To reach, and feed at once both body and mmdP 
So saying, her rash hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the fruit she pluck’d, she eat 
Earth felt the wound, and Hature from her seat 
Sighing through all her works gave signs of woe, 
That all was lost Back to the thicket slunk 
The guilty serpent, and well might, for Eve 
Intent now only on her taste, naught else 
Eegarded, such delight till then, as seem’d. 
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In fnut sb© never tasted, whether true 
Or fancied so, through expectation high 
Of knowledge , nor was Oodhead from her thought 
Greedily she xngorged without restraint. 

And knew not eating death satiate at length. 

And highten d as with wine, jouund and boon. 
Thus to herself she pleasingly began 

O sov reign, virtuous precious of all trees 
In Paradise, of operation blest 
T.O sapience, hitherto obscured, infamed, 

And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created but henceforth my early cxrt 
Not without song e icli morning and due praise 
Shall tend thee and the fertile bin den ease 
Of thy full branches offer d free to all , 

Till dieted by thee I grow mature 

In 1 nowledge, as the Gods who all things know, 

Though others envy what they c innot give , 

For had the gift been theirs it had not here 
Thus grown Experience, next to thee I owe, 

Best guide not following thee I had lemam d 
In ignoianoo , thou open st wisdom s way. 

And giv st access though secret she retire. 

And I perhaps am secret he ivhi is high 
High and i emote to see from thence distinct 
Each thing on earth, and othci cire perhaps 
May have diverted from continual watch 
Our great Forbiddei safe with all his spies 
About him But to Adam m what soit 
Shall I appear ? shall I to him make known 
As yet my change, and give him to jiartake 
Full happiness with me, oi rather not. 

But keep the odds of knowledge m my power 
Without CO partner P so to add what wants 
In female sex, the more to dra w his love, 

And render me more equal, and perhaps, 

A thing not undesirable, sometime 
Superior , for inferior who is free P 
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This may be well bat what if God Have seen. 
And death ensue P then I shall be no more, 

And Adam wedded to another Eve 
Shall live with her enjoying, I extinct 
A death to think Confirm d then I resolve, 
Adam shall share with me in bliss or woe 
So dear I love him that with him all deaths 
I could endure, without him live no hfe 

So saying, from the tree her step she turn’d. 
But first low leverence done, as to the power 
That dwelt within whose presence had infused 
Into the plant sciential sap, derived 
From nectar dnnk of Gods Adam the while. 
Waiting dcsij ous her return h id wove 
Of choicest flow rs a garland to adorn 
Her tresses and her rural labours crown, 

As reapeis oft are wont their harvest queen 
Great )oy he promised to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, so long delay d , 

Yet oft his heart divine of something ill. 

Misgave him , he the fait ring measure felt. 

And forth to meet her went, the way she took 
That morn when first they parted the Tree 

Of Knowledge he must pass there he her met, 
Scaice from the tree returning , in her hand 
A bough of fairest fiuit that downy smiled, 

Kew gather d, and ambrosial smell diffused 
To him she hasted, in her face excuse 
Came prologue, and apology too prompt, 

Which with bland words at will she thus address’d 
Hast thou not wonder d, Adam, at my stav ? 
Thee I have miss d and thought it long, deprived 
Thy presence, agony of love till now 
Not felt, nor shall be twice, for never more 
Mean I to try, what rash untried I sought, 

The pain of absence from thy sight But strange 
Hath been the cause, and wonderful to hear 
This tree is not, as we are told a tree 
Of danger tasted, nor to evil unknown 
Op’ning the way, but of divine effect 
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To open eyes, and make them Gods who taste 
And hath been tasted such The serpent wise, 

Or not restrain’d as we, or not obeying, 

Hath eaten of the Iruit, and is become 

Not dead as we are threaten d, but thenceforth 

Endued with hum in voice and human sense, 

Reasoning to admiration, and with mo 

Persuasively hath so pi evad’d that I 

Have also tasted, and have also found 

Th* effects to correspond , oiienei mine eyes. 

Dim erst, dilated spiiita ampler heart, 

And growing up to Godhead , which for thee 
Chiefly I sought, without thee can despise 
Eor bliss as thou hast part to me is bliss, 

Tedious unshared with thee and odious soon 
Thou therefore also taste, that equal lot 
May join us, ( qiial joy, as equal love , 

Lest thou not tasting different degree 
Disjoin us, and I then too late renounce 
Deity for thee when fite will not permit 

Thus Eve, with countenance blithe, her storj told. 
But in her cheek distemper flushing glow’d 
On th’ other side Adam, soon as he heard 
The fatal trespass done by Eve amazed, 

Astonied stood and blank while horror chill 
Han through his veins, and all his joints lelax’d 
From his si ick hand the garland wreath’d for Eve 
Down dropp d, and all the faded roses shed 
Speechless he stood and pale till thus at length 
First to himself he inward silence broke 
O fairest of creation, last and best 
Of all God’s works creature in whom exctli’d 
Whatever can to sight or thought be form’d, 

Holy, divine, good, amiable or sweet ^ 

How art thou lost, how on a sudden lost. 

Defaced, deflower d, and now to death devote ’ 
Hather how hast thou yielded to transgress 
The strict forbiddance, how to violate 
The sacred fruit forbidden » some cursed fraud 
Of enemy hath beguiled thee, yet unknown. 
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And me with thee hath ruin’d, for with thee 
Certain my resolution is to die 
How can I live without thee P how forego 
Thy sweet converse and love so dearly join d. 

To live again in these wild woods forlorn ? 

Should God create another Eve and I 
Aiiothei nb afford, yet loss of thee 
"Would never from my heart no no, I feel 
The link of nature draw me , flesh of flesh. 

Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy state 
Mine never shall be parted bliss or woe 
So having said as one from sad dismay 
RtLomforted, and other thoughts disturb d 
Submitting to what seem d remediless, 

Ihus in calm mood his woids to Eve he turn’d 
Bold deed thou hast presumed, advent rous Eve, 
And peril gieat jirovoked, who thus hast dared, 

Had it been only coveting to eye 
That sacred fruit, sacred to abstinence, 

Much more to tiste it under ban to touch 
But past who can recall, or done undo? 

Hot Gob omnipotent, nor Pate, yet so 
Pcrhips thou shalt not die perhaps the fact 
Is not so heinous now foretasted fruit 
Piofaned fiist hy the seipent by him first 
Made common and unhallow d ere our taste , 

Hor jet on him found deadly he yet lives, 

Lives as thou said st, and g ^ins to live as man 
Higher degree of life inducement stiong 
To us as likely tasting to attain 
Proportional ascent, which cannot be 
But to be Gods, or angels demigods 
Hor can I think that God, Creator wise, 

Though threat mng, will in earnest so destroy 
IJs His piime cieatures, dignified so high, 

Set over all His works, which in ottr fall, 

For us created, needs with us must fail, 

Dejiendent made , so Gob shall uncreate. 

Be frustrate, do, undo, and labour lose, 

Hot well oonceived of Gob , who, though His pow^ 
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Creation could repeat^ yet would be lotifci 

Us to abolish, lest the adversai j 

Triumph and say Fickle their state whom Gob 

Most favours, who can please Him long i Me first 

He ruin’d, now mankind, whom will he next? 

Mattel of scorn, not to be given the foe 

However I with thee have fix d my lot, 

Certain to undergo like doom , if death 
Consort with thee di nth is to me as life , 

So forcible within my heart I feel 
The bond of nature draw me to my own, 

My own m thee, foi what thou art is mine , 

Our state cannot be sever d, we are one, 

One flesh , to lose thee wort to lose myself 
So Adam, and thus Eve to him rejilied 
O glorious tiiil of exceeding love, 
rilustrions evidence, exainph hit,h. 

Engaging me to emulate, but short 
Of thy perfection, how shall I attain, 

Adam, fiom whose de'ir side I boast me sprung. 
And gladly of our union hear thee speak 
One heart, one soul in both , wheieaf good pi oof 
This day affoids declaimg thee resolved, 

Kother than death or aught than de ith more diead 
Shall separate us link d in love so dear. 

To undergo with me one guilt one enme. 

If any be, of tasting this fair fruit, 

Whose virtue, for of good still good juoceeds 
Direct, oi by occasion hath presented 
This happy trial of thy love, which else 
So eminently never had been kno\vn 
Were it T thought death menaced would ensuo 
Ti is my attempt, I would sustain alone 
The worst and not pei suade thee, rather die 
Deserted than oblige thee with a fact 
Pernicious to thy peace, chiefly assured 
Bemarkably so late of thy so true, 

So faithful love unequall’d , but I feel 
Far otherwise the event, not death but hfe 
Augmented,^, open’d eyes, new hopes, new joys. 



FAMADISE LOST 


2SS 


Taste so divine, that what of sweet before 

Hath touch’d my sense flat seems to this and harsh 

On my experience, Adam freely taste. 

And fear of death deliver to the winds 
So saying, she embiaced him and for joy 
Tenderly wept, much won that he his love 
Had so ennobled, as of choice to incur 
Divine displeasure for her sake or death 
In recorniiense, for such compliance bad 
Such recompense best merits from the bough 
She gave him of that fair enticing fruit 
With liberal hand he scrupled not to eat 
Against his better knowledge not deceived,' 

But fondly overcome with female charm 
Earth trembled from her entrails, as again 
In pangs and Nature gave a second groan. 

Sky lour d, and, mutt i mg thunder, some sad drops 
Wept at completing of the mortal sin 
Original , while Adam took no thought, 

Eating his fill, nor Eve to iterate 

Her former trespass fear d, the more to soothe 

Him with her loved s )Ciety, that now, 

As with new wine intoxicated both. 

They swim in mirth and fancy that they feel 
Divinity within them breeding wings 
Wherewith to scorn the earth , but that false fi uit 
Ear other operation first display’d, 

Carnal desire inflaming, he on Eve 
Began to cast lascivious eyes, she him 
As wantonly repaid , in lust they burn , 

Till Adam thus ’gan Eve to dalliance move 
Eve, now I see thou art exact of taste, 

And elegant, of sapience no small part. 

Since to each meaning savour we apply. 

And palate call judicious , I the praise 
Yield thee, so well this day thou hast purvey’d 
Much pleasure we have lost, while we abstain’d 
From this dehghtful fruit, nor known till now 
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True relish, tasting , if such pleasure be 
In things to ns foBbidcitn, it might be wish’d. 

For this one ti^e had been forbidden ten 
But come, so well refresh’d now h t us play. 

As meet is, after such delicious tart 
For never did thy be luty, since the day 
T saw thee first and wedded thee adorned 
^V^itli all peifectious, so inflame my sense 
^\ith ardoui to enjoy ihte fairer now 
rii in ever, bounty of this virtuous tree 
bo said he and forboic not glance oi toy 
Of amoions intt nt, well understood 
Of I \ e whose eje d irtod contagious fiie 
Her h ind he seized ind to a shady b ink, 

Tnid ovciheid with \eidint loof irnbower d 
Tic led hci notbiiij^ loth, tiowcis wcie the couch 
Pnisies and violets and isphodel 
And hy temth e irth s fieshist softest lap 
There they tin ir All of love and love s disport 
Took 1 irgtly, of then mutual guilt the seal, 

The sol ICO ot their sin till dewy sleej) 

Oppress d them wtaned with their amorous play 
boon as the foi ce of th it fallacious truit, 

That with exhilar iting vapour bl ind 
About their spiiits hid play d, and inmost powers 
Made eii was now exhaled and grossei sh ep 
Bred of unkindly fumes with conscious di earns 
Encumber d, no^\ had left them up they rose 
As fiom unrest and each the other viewing. 

Soon found tlnii eyes how open d and their minds 

How daiken d innocence that as a veil 

Had shadow’d them from knowing ill, was gone, 

J ?st confidence, and native righteousness. 

And honour from about them , n ikt d left 

To guilty sham© , he cover d but his robe 

Uncover d more So rose the Danite strong 

Herculean Samson from the harlot lap 

Of Bhihstean Dalilah, and waked 

Shorn of his strength, they destitute and hare 

Of all their virtue silent, and in face 
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Confounded, long they sate, as strucken mute, 

Till Adam, though not less than Eve abash d 
At length gave utteiance to these words constrain d 
O Eve in evil hour thou didst give ear 
To that false worm, of whomsoever taught 
To counteifut man s voice, true in our fall 
False m our promised rising since our eyes 
Open’d we find indeed, and find we know 
Both good and evil good lost, and evil got, 

Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know. 

Which leaves us naked thus of honoui \ oid, 

Of innocence, of faith, of pun y, 

Our wonted ornaments now soil d and stain d, 

And in our faces evident the signs 
Of foul concupiscence , whence evil store, 

Ev’n shame, the last of evils , of the first 
Be sure then How shall I behold the face 
Hencefoith of Gor> or angel, erst with joy 
And rapture so oft beheld ^ those lieav nly shapes 
Will dazzle now this earthly, with their blaze 
Insuffcribly bright O might I here 
In solitude live savage, in some glade 
Obscured, wheie highest woods, impenetrable 
To star or sun light spiead their umbrage bioad 
And brown as evening cover me, } e pines, 

Ye cedars, with innumerable boughs 
Hide me, where I may never see them more 
But let ns now, as in bad plight, devise 
What best may for the present serve to hide 
The parts of each from other, that seem most 
To shame obnoxious, and unseemhest seen , 

Some tree, whose bioad smooth leaves together sewM 
And glided on our loins, may cover lound 
Those middle parts, that this new corner, shame, 
There sit not and reproach us as unclean 
So counsell d he, and both together went 
Into the thickest wood , there soon they chose 
The figtree, not that kind for fruit renown ’d, 

But such as at this day to Indians known 
In Malabar or Decan spreads her arms 



PARABISE LOST 


291 


Branching bo broad and long, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 
About the mother tiee a pillai d shade ^ 

High oveuirch d, and echoing walk‘d between, 

Thcie oft the Indian licidsman bhunning bt^it 
Shelteis in cool, and tends his pastuiing herds 
At loojiholes cut thro thickest shade Those leaves 
I hey gather d broad is Amazonian targe, 

And with whit skill they had together sew’d, 
lo gird their wai'«t vain coveiing if to hide 
Their guilt and dreadtd shame, O how unlike 
To that hist nabed glory ’ Such oi late 
Columbus found the Amcncan so gut 
With featlui d 4 incture naked eKe and wild 
Among the ticos on isles and woody shoics 
Thus fenced and as tluy thoi ght thou shame ui pirt 
Cover d but not it rest 01 ease of mind, 

They sat them down to weep, nor only tears 
B nil d it tbeir eyes, but high winds woise within 
Began to use, high passions anger, hate, 

Misti ust, susfiieion, discord and shook ^ore 
Their inward stite of mind calm region once 
And full of peuc, now tost and turbulent 
Fei understanding ruled not and the will 
Heaid not hei lore both in subjection now 
To sensual appetite who from beneath 
Usurping over sov reign reason el iim’d 
Superior sway from thus distemper d breast 
Adam estranged m look and altei d style, 

Speech inteimitted thus to Eve renew d 
Would thou hadst heaiken’d to my words, and stay’ 
VV' th me as I besought thee, when that stiange 
Desire of wand ring this unhappy morn 
I know not whence possess d thee , we had then 
Bemain d still happy, not as now, despoil’d 
Of dll our good shamed, naked miserable 
Let none henceforth seek needless cause to approve 


> The Indnn called Pjcus Indka Ncrbuddi It Is 2 000 feet round nn<l 
Ay botaniats or Ban j an Tbc largest Jias 1 100 trunks 
known nearV covers an island on tbe 
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The faith they owe , when earnestly they seek 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to fail 

To whom soon moved with touch of blame thus Eve 
What words have pass d thy lips Adam severe ? 
Imput’st thou that to my default, or will 
Of wand nng as thou call st it, which who knows 
But might as ill have happen d thou being by. 

Or to thyself perhaps hadst thou been there, 

Or here th’ attempt thou couldst not have disceri d 
Fraud in the sei pent, speaking as he spake , 

No ground of enmity between us known, 

Why he should mean me ill, or seek to haim 
Was I to have nevei parted from thy side P 
As good have giown there still a lifeless rib 
Being as T am why didst not thou, the head, 
Command me absolutely not to go. 

Going into such d inger as thou said’st ^ 

Too 1 Idle then thou didst not much gainsay, 

Nay didst peimit, approve and fair dismiss 
Hadst thou been firm and hx d in thy dissent, 

Neither had I transgiess d, nor thou with me 
To whom then first incensed Adam rephed 
Is this the love, is this the recoinpeiise 
Of mine to thee, ungrateful Eve, expiess d 
Immutable when thou wert lost not I, 

Who might ha\ e lived and joy d immortal bliss, 

Yet willingly chose rather de ith with thee ? 

And am I now upbraided, as the cause 
Of thy transgressing ? not enough severe, 

It seems, in thy restraint what could I more P 
I warn d thee I admonish'd thee, foretold 
The danger and the lurking enemy 
That lay in wait beyond this had been foice, 

And force upon fi ee will hath here no place 
But confidence then bore thee on, secure 
Either to meet no danger, or to find 
Matter of glorious trial , and peihaps 
I also err’d in overmuch adminng 
What seem d in thee so perfect, that I thought 
No evil duist attempt thee, but I rue 
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The error now which la become my crime. 

And thou th’ accuser Thus it shall befall 
Him who to worth lu woman overtrubting 
Lets her will rule, lef train! she will not biook 
And left to herself, if (\il thence ( nsue, 

She first his weak indulgence will accuse 
Lhas they in mutual accusation spent 
Ihe fruitless hours but neither self condemn in g 
And of their vam contest appear d no end 
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The Arohmen* 

Man 6 transgressiorii known the guaidian angeh forsake pamdise and return up to 
beam to approve tbeir vigil in ce and arc appiovtd God declaring that the entrance 
of Satan could not be by them pi evented He sends his Son to judge the irons 

gressors who descends and gives sentence accordingly then in pity clothes them 
both and leasoends Sm and Deith sitting till then at the gates of hell by 
wondinus sympithy feeling the success of 'Satan in this new woild and the sin by 
man there committed lesolvo to sit no loiigci confined in hell but to follow Satan 
their sire up to the place of man to ni tke the w iy o isiei fiom bell to this woild to 
ind fio thc\ pave a bioad hi^hw ly oi budge ovci Chios according to the tmek 
that Satan mst mide then piepinug foi ciith tiny meet him pioud of his 
success 1 etui nmg to hell then mutual giatulation Satin anives at Pandemonium 
in full as-scmbly relates with b )a ting his success ng iinst man instead of applause 
IS entortamed wi h a genei il hiss by all his mdicucc ti msfoimed with himself 
also suddenly into seryieuts accoiding to his doom given in laradise then deluded 
with a show of tbofoibidd n tieo springing up bcfoio them they gieedily reaching 
to take of the fiuit chew dn t an I bittei ashes Jhe pr feedings of feiii and Death 
God foretells the final siLtoiy of his Sou over them and the lenewing of all things 
but for the present cornrn luds his angels tc make seveiul alterations in the heavens 
and elements Alain moie and miie peiceiving his fallen condition heavily 
liewails rejects the tondolement of t vo sue pcisists and at length appeases him 
then to evade the curse likely to fall on thou oflfspimg iji eposes to Adam violent 
ways whifh bo approve® nut but conceiving belt i hope puts hei in mind of the 
late piomisc made them that hoi seed should be icvengcd cn the sei’pent and 
exluirts her with him to Seek peace of the offenaed Deity by repentance and 
auppiieatiou 


Mianwhile the heinous and despiteful act 
Of Satan done in paradise, and how 
He in the seipent had perverted E\e, 

Her husband she, to taste the fatal fruit, 

Was known in heav’n , for what can scape the eye 
Of God all seeing, or deceive His heart 
Omniscient, who, in all things wise and just, 

Hinder’d not Satan to attempt the mind 
Of man, with strength entire, and freewill arm’d, 
Complete to have discoveiM and repulsed 
Whatever wiles of foe or seeming friend ’ 

For still they knew, and ought to have still remember’d 
The high injunction not to taste that frmt, 

Wlioever tempted , which they U6t obeying 
Incurr’d, what could they less P the penalty, 
manifold in sin, deserved to fall 
Tip mto heav’n from paradise m liaste 
TK’ angelic guards ascended, mute and sad 
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For man , for of his state hy this th^ kneir« 
Mach wondenng how the subtle Bend had stol*a 
Entrance unseen Boon as th’ unwelcome news 
From earth amved at heaven gate, displeased 
All were who heard , dim sadness did not spare 
That time celestial visages, yet mix’d 
With pity, violated not their bliss 
About the new arrived m multitudes 
Th’ ethereal people ran, to hear and know 
How all befell they towards the throne supreme 
Accountable made haste to make appear 
With righteous plea their utmost vigilance. 

And easily approi ed , when the most high 
Eternal Father from his secret cloud 
Amidst in thunder uttei’d thus his voice 
Assembled angels, and ye powers return’d 
From unsuccessful charge be no^ dismay’d, 

Kor troubled at these tidings from the earth, 
Which your sincerest care could not prevent. 
Foretold so lately wliat would come to pass. 

When first this tempter cross’d the gulf from hell 
1 told ye then he should prevail and speed 
On his bad errand , man should be seduced 
And flatter’d out of all, believing lies 
Against his Maker, no decree of mine 
Concurring to necessitate his fall. 

Or touch with lightest moment of impulse 
His free will to her own inclining left 
In even scaxe But fall’n he is, and now 
What rests, but that the mortal sentence pass 
On his transgression, death denounced that Jay, 
Which he presumes already vain and void, 

Because not yet inflicted, as he fear’d, 

By some immediate stroke , but soon shall find 
Forbearance no acquittance ere day end 
Jnsface shall not return as bounty scorn’d. 

Bui whom send X to judge thCm ? whom but thee ^ 
Yicegereat Bcn , io iheife I have tranlferr’d * 


m 


1 m John V S2 
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All judgment, whether in beav’ii or earth, or hell 
Easy it may be seen that I intend 
Mercy colleague with justice,* sending thee 
Man s fnend, his Mediator his design’d 
Both liansom and Bedeemci voluntary 
And destined Man himself to judge man fall n 
So spake the Fathei and, unfolding bright 
Toward tin light hand His glory on the Son 
Bli/cd foitli unclouded Deity, He full 
Kcsplendent all His Father manifest 
Express d, and fhus divinely answer d mild 
Father eteinal thine is to dtciee 
Mine both in heav n and earth to do thy will 
Supreme that thou m me thy Son beloved 
May st evir rest well pleased I go to judge 
On earth these thy ti insgicssois but thou know st 
Whoever judged the worst on me must light 
When time shall be, for so I undertook 
Before thee uid not repenting this obtain 
Of light, that 1 may mitigate their doom 
On me derived, yet I shall temper so 
Justice with mercy, as may illustiate most 
Them fully satisfied and thee ajipcase 
Attendance none shall need, nor tiain wheie none 
Are to behold the judgment but the judged 
Those two , the third best absent is condemn’d, 
Convict by flight, and rebel to all law. 

Conviction to the serpent none belongs 

Thus saying from His radiant seat He lose 
Of high collateral glory Him thrones and poueis 
Princedoms and dominations mmistrant 
Accompanied to heaven gate from whence 
Eden and all the coast in prospect lay 
Down He descended straight , the speed of gods 
Time counts not, tho’ with swiftest minutes wing’d 
Now was the sun in western cadence low ^ 

From noon, and gentle airs due at their hour 
To fan the earth now waked, and usher m 

* Psalm Ixxxv 10 i Gen lii 8 
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*1110 ev ning cool, when He from wrath more cool 
Came the mild fudge ind Inteicessor l)oth, 

To sentence man the ^oloe ol Goi> he tid 
Now waikniQf in the gaiden, by <oft winds 
Brought to their eais while day dt clinccl tin y heard, 
-And from His pies< me hid themselves inong 
T he thiclif st trees, both man and wife till Gon 
Apiiroachiijg thus to Adam call d aloud 

Wheie lit thou Ad im,’ wont with ^03 to meet 
eoming seen far otF? I miss tnee here 
Not pleased thus entertain d with solitude 
Wheie obMOus duty ert while appeii d unsought 
Or come 1 less coii^picuou^ or what ehingt 
Ahsi nts thee, or what chance dctiin ? Gome foith 
He came and with him Bve more lolh though first 
To offend discountcn meed both and discomx>osed 
Ijove was not in tluir lool s ei^hei to G(>d 
O r to each other but apparent guilt 
And shame and perturbation, and d( spair 
Anger and obstinacy, and h itt and guile 
AVhence Adam fait ring long thus iiiswi^ d brnf 
I heard thee in the g irden and of thy voice 
Afraid, being nabed hid mystlf To whom 
The giaeious Judge without re\ ilc replied 

My voict thou oft hast heird and h ist not feai d 
But still rejoiced how is it now become 
So dreadful to thee ? fhat thou ait nabed who 
Hath told thee r* h ist thou eaten of the tree 
Whereof 1 gave thee charge thou shouldst not eat P 
To whom thus Adam sore beset replied 

0 heav’n ’ m evil sti ait this day I stand 
Before my Judge either to undergo 
Myself the total crime, or to accuse 
My othei self, the partner of my life , 

Whose failing, while her faith to me remains, 

1 should conceal, and not expose to blame 
By my complaint , but strict necessity 
Subdues me, and calamitous constraint, 


> Gen iM 9 and tjUu-ving verses 
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Lest on my head both sin and punishment. 
However insupportable, be all 

Devolved though should I hold my peace, ytt thou 

AVouldst easily detect what I conceal 

This woman, whom thou raadest to be my help. 

And gav st me as thy perfect gift, so good, 
feo fit so accept ible so divine 

I hat fjom her hind I could suspect no ill, 

And wh it she did wh itcver in it&( If 

Hi r doing stem d to justify the deed, 

She gue me of the trte ind 1 did eat 

'1 o whom the sov icign Piesr nee thus replied 
W IS sht thy (loi) tbit her thou didst obey 
ifefoie ITis void ? or was she made thy guide, 

Siipei lor oi but equ il th it to hex 
Thou didst resign thv manhood and the pi ice 
AVherem Goi) set thte ibove her made of thee 
And foi tine whose ptifection far exeell d 

II t rs in ill re il dignity ^ adorn d 
Slic was indeed ind lovely to attract 

d hy love not thy subjection , and her gifts 
AVei"‘ sueh is under goieinment well seem d 
Unseemly to be ir lule which was thy put 
And jicrson, hadst thou known thyself aught 
So liaiing Slid He thus to Eve m few 
Say womxn, what is this whieh thou hast done? 

do whom sad Lve with shame nigh o\(r whelm d, 
Confessing soon, yet not before hei Judge 
Bold or loquacious, thus abash d rejdied 
ddie serpent me beguiled and I did eat 

AVhich when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment He pioceeded on th* accused 
Serpent though brute unable to transfer 
The guilt on him who made him instrument 
Of mischief and polluted from the end 
Of his creation, justly then accursed 
As vitiated in nature more to know 
Concern’d not man, since he no furthei knew, 

Nor alter d his offence yet God at last 
To Satan first m sin his doom applied, 
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Tlioiigli m mysteiious terms )udged as tlien best 
And on the serpent thus His cuise let f ill 

Bee iuse tlioii hast done this thou ai + k cursed 
Abo\ c all ( attle each be ast of the held , 

Lpon thy i>clly groAclbne, thou sh ilt go, 

And dubt sii lit e it ill the d lys of thy hie 
Between thee in cl the woman 1 will xnit 
HiHinhy in I hetweeu tlune uidherbced, 

ITei bf ed h ill binise thy he id thou bruise his lied 
So spa] e this oraeh then verified 
A\ hen Je sus son of iSIary second h \ e 
^ lu Sat 11 1 ill like, lightning down fioin heiv n, 
Ihime of tin ur ^ then iis ng troni Ills eriie 
'^poil d jiriiieip ilitie s md jiowers tiinmphd 
In oi en show and with iscensiejai hiight 
( ix)ti\ity led ( iptj\c tluejngh the nr 
! hi i( »lni itbclf of Sat in long usnixid 
\V hom He *^11 ill tre »d at 1 ist undei oiii fe et , 
h\ n He who now foietold Ills fital bruise 
And to the woin in thus Ills sentence turn d 
dhy SOI low I will gic >1^3 multiply 
By thy conception , children thou shall bring 
In feoirow toidh and to thy liUbbtnd s will 
dhine shall hubinit he ovci thee shall rule 
On Adam list thus judgment He xnonounced 
Beciuse thou hnst heaiken d to the \oice of tl wik 
A.nd eaten of the tiee eoncerniiig which 
I ell 11 ged thee xviiig Thou ^h ilt not eat thereof 
Cuised IS the giOiind foi thy sal e thou in soirow 
Sh lit cat the leof all the days of thy life , 

Thorns also ind thistles it shall bring thee ^oith 
k^nbi J, and thou shall eat the herb of tl e held. 

In the sweat ot thy lace shall thou eat bie id, 

Till thou 1 eturn unto the ground for thou 
Out of the giound wabt taken, know thy biith, 

Her dust thou ait, and shaft to dust return 

So judged he man, both Judge and Sa\iour sent. 
And th instant stioke of death denounced that day 


Luke X 18 


5 Fphes ii 2 iv 8 Coles ii 1, 
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Eemoved f ir ofF, then pitying how they stood 
Before him n ilvt d to the air, th xt now 
Must suffer change disdain d not to begin 
Thencefoith the foirn of sen ant ^ to assume. 

As when he w ish d his servants feet,^ so now 
As fithei of his fnnily lu did 
T hur n ilcc dm ss with shins of be ists, or slim 
()i as th( sn il c with youthful coit repaid, 

And thought not muth to rlotht ITis fnemics 
"N'oi lit tlieir outward only with tlic skins 
Of heists but inward nal cdnc ss much more 
Oppiobrious, with His robe of iight( ousness, 

An lying covci d fiom liis b ithcr s sight 
To Him with swift ascent He up letuin d, 

Into JTis blissful bosom leassumed 
In glory is of old to Him appeased 
All though all knowing what hid past with man 
Recounted, mixing intercession sweet 

Meanwhile, ere thus wis sinn d and ]udgtd on eaith 
Within the gates of hell sat Kin ind Death 
In counterview within the gites th it now 
Stood open wide belching outi igioiis fl imc 
Fir into Chaos since the fund pass d thiough 
Sin opening who thus now to Death l)fgari 
O son why sit we hen lach other viewing 
Idly while Sitan our gic it author thiivcs 
In othei worlds and happier seit proiides 
For us hib offspring dtai ^ It cannot be 
But that success attends him if mishap 
Er( this ho h id return d with fury driven 
By his ivciiger«5 since no place like this 
Can fit his punishment or then revenge 
Methmks I feel new stiength within me rise 
Wings growing and dominion giv n me large 
Beyond this deep, whatever diaws me on, 

Or sympathy, or some connatural foi ce 
Powerful at greatest distance to unite 
With secret amity things of like kind 


Philip II 7 


2 John xlu 5 
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By feecretest convtyanct Thou iny shade 
Insei)arable inuot with me along 
Foi Death liom Sm no power can scpai lie 
But lest the dilhculty ot pa sing L itL 
Stay his return pcih i ])8 over this gulf 
Inipissible iniper\ious let us tiy 
\dvfntrous woik yet to tb}^ ^^^d miiio 

^ot unagit(abk to touiid a path 
( )v'( i this in im tioiu to that new woild 
Where Sitan now jnev iiK i monunient 
Of merit high to ill th iiitein il host, 
t ising the ir p iss ig( lienei toi intercourse, 

Oi ti insrni^,! ition ».s their lot shill Ic id 
Noi 1 111 I miss the way so stioiigly driwii 
JW this new felt itti i< tion md nisiinet 

Whom thus tlu im igie Sii idow inswerd soon 
Go whithei file and incliii ttion strong 
Lends thee T sh ill not 1 ig behind nor err 
The w ly thou lei ding such a seent [ di iw 
Of e image prey inniiim rable andtx Le 
The s ivour of dt ith fioni all things there that live 
ISTor shill I to ihe woil thou enterinisest 
Be wanting but afford thee eepial aul 

So s lying with delight he suuit d the smell 
Of mortal change on e irth As when i floek 
Of lavenous fowl though ni my i league remote. 
Against the d ly of battle to a held 
Where aimic*' lit encamp d, < orae flying lured 
With scent of Jiving carcisses design d 
For death, the following day, in bloody hgh^ 
fee scented the grim fe ituie and miturn d 
• Iis nostril wide into the murky an, 

Sagacious of his quarry from so fai 

Then both fiom out hell gates into the waste 

Wide anaichy of Chaos damp and daik 

Flew diverse, and with powei, their powei was great, 

Hovering upon the waters , what they met 

Solid or slimy, as in raging sea 

Tost up and down, together crowded drove 

From each side shoaling towards the mouth ot hell 
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As whtn tho two polar winds blowing aaverse 
Upon the (honiin sea,^ together drive 
Mount iins ot ice that stop th im igincd way^ 

Beyond Petsori eastward, to tho rich 
Cxihiidn cod^t The aggregated sod 
D(ath with las mace i)otiihc cold and diy. 

As with a tiuhnt smote and hx d is timi 
As Delos floding once the rest his look 
Bound with Goigoni in rigour * not to move, 

And with A'^ph iltie slime bioad is the ‘j'ate, 

Detj) to tlie loots of lull tho gitlni d lx. n h 
7 Ikj f ist( n d and the mole immensi wiought on 
()\ir till toammg deep high ireh d a budge 
Of length prodigious joining to the will 
Imiiunc ible of this now finuless world 
]' 01 It it to de ith from hence a piss ige broad 
Smooth ( IS} inofFensivt down to hell 
So if gitdt things to sm ill m ly be compared 
\(iKCs tlu libtity of Gieue to yol ( 
luorn Sum his Mtmnomin pdice high 
Came to tho Se i and cvti ITtllespont 
Budging his way Biiiope with Asn join d, 

And s(ouig(d with m in\ i stiola th indignant waves 

Kow h id tilt} biought the woik by wondrous art 

PontificiU i ridgt of jict dent rock 

Over the vi \ d iliyss, following the tiack 

Of Sit in to the self '^nne jdict where he 

Fust lighted fiom his wing ind 1 indtd safe 

From out of Chaos to tlu outside baic 

Of this round woild with pins of idamant 

And chains they made all fast too fast they made 

And dm ible and now m little sjiiee 

Ihe confines mtt of empyrean heav n 

And of thi world and on the left hand hell 

With long reach inter] )Osed , thiee sev ral ways 


• Noitheni frozen sea - ^ r wtov 
^ Tlic north oast pa si%o to China i e 
Cathay 

3 Alluding- to Mtdusas power of 
turning people into stone 
< I ontifical t e the art of making 


budges The high priest of Rome do 
iivf^d his title PoHtifex from pon'i a 
bridge md lucfie to make perhaps 
because religious lites of great impor 
tance inauguiited these highly %alued 
works which he always superintend ed 
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111 sight to each of these three places led 
And now tluii way to taith they h id disciied, 

To paiadise lirst tending when behold 
Sat in 111 likeness of an angel bright 
Betwixt the Oentanr and the Scoipion steering 
Hib zenith while tin sun in Aiies rose 
T)i guised he came but those liis ehildien deu 
Their piient soon dis( ein d though in disguise 
lie liter 1 ve scducid urmiiiided slunk 
Into the wood fast bv, ind chinging shape 
To ol)sei\e the s( quel siw his guileful act 
By I ve, tliougli all unwceting seeonded 
Upon hci husband s iw their shiiiie tli it sought 
V ill! oovei tines but when he saw desei nd 
The Sou ol (jod to ]udgi tlu in, tiiiitud 
lie Ihd not hoping to (seipe hut slum 
I'he jnestiit teiiing gudi) wh it ITis wrath 
Mi^ht sudd( Illy ndliit tb it pist return d 
By night md listi ning wheie tlu hajih ss pair 
S it lu then sad diseoursi and vaiious j)l uiit 
Thenee gitlur d his own doongwliieh inideistood 
Not mst int but ol lutuie time with )oy 
And tidings ti night to hell lu now letinii d 
And at the bunk ol Chios mar thi foot 
Of this new wondious pontifaei unhoped 
Met who to meet him lame liis ofTspiing dear 
Gieatjoywas it their meeting and it sight 
Of that stupiTuloLis bridge his joy nicieased 
Long he admiiing stood till 8 m Ins f iii 
Enchanting d luglitei thus the bilenct biol i 
0 piieut these iic thy magriihe deeds 
Thy ti opines which tliou view st is not thme own, 
Thou ait then author ind piimc arcluteet 
For I no sooner m my lieait divined 
My heart whieli by a secret harmony 
Still moves with thine join d in connexion sweet, 
That thou on earth h idst prospci eh which thy looks 


• To avoid beinj, by Untl tions m a diff( reiif part of the heavens 

Ceiitiur and Scorpion are coustella to Aries on the eqiutoi — Newion 

* Bridge 
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Now also evidence, but straight I felt, 

Ti'hoiigli distant from thee worlds between, yet fcl 
li it I must after thee with this thy son, 

Such f it ii { onseq nonce nnitc s us three 
H( 11 could no long! r hold us in her bounds, 

Not this unvoyage iblc gulf obscuie 

Ditaiii fiorn iollovvnig thy illustiious track 

Tliouhist u hn ved oiir hbcity confined 

Within htll g itcs till now thou ub empowci d 

To fortify thus f ir md ovtrliy 

With this portentous biid^e the dirk ibyss 

‘'I hine now is ill tins world thy virtue hath won 

Wli it tin hmds bnild( d not thy wisdom g lin’d 

With odds whit war hath lost ind fully avenged 

Oui foil in hf av n , heie thou bh ilt mon irch reign 

Thirt didst not theic let Hun still victor swa}^ 

-Xs bittk 1) ith idjiidgid from this new world 
hiiiiing by TTis own doom iIk n lUd 
A Lid In r c( loitb mon iichy with tine divide 
Of nil things piitidbyth empyre il bounds, 

PJis qu idr itnio fiorn tby oibicular i\orld, 

Oi tiy tliei now moie dang ions to bis tliione 
Whom thus the inime of dirkncbs answer d glid 
Fill d inghtei ind thou son and grindehild both, 
Iligli j)roof ye now have giv ri to be the race 
Of S it ni foi I glory m the name 
Antcigonist of heiv n s almighty King, 

Amply have meiited of me, of all 
Th infernal empire tint so neai heav’n s door 
Triumph il with tiiumphal act have met, 

JVIino vith this gloiious work, and made one realm 
Hell and this world, one realm, one continent 
Of easy thoroughfare Therefore, while I 
Descend through daikness on your ro id with ease 
To my associate poweis them to acquaint 
With thebe successes, and with them rejoice 
You two this way among these numerous orbs 
All yonrs, right down to Paiadise descend , 

There dwell and reign m bliss thence on the earth 
Dominion exercise and in the air. 
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Chiefly on man sole lord of all declared , 

Him firbt make suio your thrall, and li>tly hill 
My substitutes I send ye and cr^ ite 
Pleuipotent on earth of m itchless might 
Issuing from me on your joint vigour now 
M) hold of Ihis new kingdom all depends 

I hrougli Sm to Dcith exposed by my exploit 

II yonr ]Oint powei id th affairs of hell 
ISo detriment nttd feir go md be strong 

So saying he dismiss d them they with speed 
Iheir coursi thiough thickest constellations held 
Spreading their baru , the bl isted stars look d wan, 
And planets planet stiufk iliI cc1h)SO 
Then sufler d Th other way Satan went down 
The causey to h< 11 giU on either bide 
Dispirted Ch los o\ei built txcl uin d, 

And with rebounding surge tht. bars assail d, 

That bcoin d his indign ition Through the gate, 
Wide open ind unguarded S it m p iss d 
And ill about found df s )late foi tho-^e 
Appointed to sit thcic had lift thiir chaige 
Flown to the ujipei woild, the rest weie all 
Far to the inbud letiied about the walls 
Of Pand einonium (ity iiid proud seat 
Of Lucifei so by allusion call d 
Of that bright star to Satan paragon d 
There kept th( ir watch the legions while the grand 
In council sat soluitous what chince 
Might intercept their emperor sent, so he 
Departing gave iommand, and they observ'^ > 

As when the Taitar from his Bussian foe 
By Astracan oier fhc snowy plains 
Ketires, or Bactrian Sophy ‘ from the horns 
Of Turkish crescent ^ leaves all waste beyond 
The realm of Aladule ^ m his retreat 


The Persian rnomrch thus n tmed 
from Bactna one of the greatest pto 
Vinces of Fci sia 

» The ensign or emblem of Turkey 
3 Aladule the greater Armenia 


cillcd by the Turks (under whom the 

f leetest part of it is) Aladule of its 
isi King Aladules slam bv Selymus I 
in his rotreat to I luiis ^ a great city 
m the kingdom of Persia now called 
X 
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To Tauiis or Oasbeen so these the late 
Heav n banish d host left desert ntinobt hell 
Many a dark league reduced in careful watch 
Hound their metropolis and now expecting 
Each hour then great advcntuier from the search 
Of foreign worlds he through the midst unmark d 
In show ydcbeian angel militint 
Of lowest order pass d, and from the door 
Of that Plutonian hall invisible 
Ascended his high throne which, undei state 
Of richest te\tiii( sjireid, at th u])p(rcnd 
Was placed m iigal lustre Down awhile 
He Sit and round about him siw unseen 
At last as from a cloud his fulgent head 
And 8ha])e stxi bright appear d or brighter, clad 
With what permissive gloiy since his fall 
Was left him or false glitter All amazed 
At that so sudden bl izt the Stygi in throng 
Bent then ispi ( t an 1 whom they wish d ])cheld 
MEeir mighty chief riturn d loud was th acclaim 
lorth rush d m h isce tin gieit consulting pceis 
Baised fiom tluir darl di\ in and with like joy, 
Congratulant ip]>ioieh d him who with hand 
foilencc and with tin sc noids attention won 

thrones dominations Princedoms virtues, powers, 
For in possession such not only of right, 

I call ye and declare ye now, return’d 
Successful beyond hopt to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of this inh rnal pit 
Abominable accursed, the house of woe 
And dungeon of oui tyiant now possess, 

As lords a spacious world to our native heaven 
Little inferior by my adventure hard 
With peril great achieved Long were to tell 
What I have done, what suffer d, with what pain 


Fcbntana sometime in the hands of 
the Tmks but in 1603 retaken by Abas 
King of Persia or Casbeen one of 
the gieatest cities of Persia where the 


Persian monarebs made their residence 
after tue loss of Tauris from which it 
is distant sixty five German miles to the 
south east —Hume 
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Yo\'iged th’ uTiieal, vast, unbounded deep 

Of lioirible confusion o\ci Mliich 

B’V Sin and D« alb a bioad ly now is paved 

1 o expedite } our gloiious mar* h but 1 

loll d out in> uncouth pa^nsige forced to rido 

Ih untiactibU abyS'- pbmgid in the \\omb 

(>f unoiiginal Night and t haos wild, 

^I’hat jealous of thur seen ts heicel^ opposed 
JMy journey stiange vnth clamorous iipioar 
Protesting, file snjireme, thence how I found 
Tlu new creited woitl which f nne in heiv n 
Long had foirfold i f ilnic woneh rlul 
Of ibsolutr ])eifeclion flu n in man 
Placed in ipiiadisf b> oui ( xik 
M ulc hip])y him by iiaud I }ia\e seduced 
From his Ore 1 tor and the niou fo inciease 
Your wonder with an "ip]>lc , IT( thereat 
Ofleneled worth }onr laughter ’ h ith giv n up 
Both His beloved min nid all ITis woild 
lo Sin and De ith a picy and so to us. 

Without our ha 7aid labour oralaim 
To range m ind to dwell and ovei man 
HLo rule is over all He should h ive ruled 
True IS mo ilso he h ith judged or lather 
Me not but the brute serpent, in whose shape 
Man I decened tiiat which to me belongs 
Is enmity which he will put between 
Me and mankind I am to bruise his heel , 

His seed (when is not set )* shall bruise my head 
A world who would not purchase with a bruise, 

Or much moie giievous pain ? Ye have th account 
Of my performance what remains ye gods, 

But up and enti r now info full bliss ? 

So having said, awhile he stood expecting 
Their universal shout and high applause 
To fill his ear when contiary he hears 
On all sides fiom innumerable tongues, 

A dismal universal hiss, the sound 


' The time (when) is not declared 
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Of public scorn , be wonder d, but not long 
Had leisure wond img at himself now more 
His visage drawn he felt to shaip and spare, 

His arms clung to his ribs, his legs entwining 
Each other, till supplanted down he fell 
A monstrous serpent on his belly prone, 

Eeluetant but in v tin a greater j>ower 
Now ruled him punish d in the shajDe he sinn d 
According to his doom He would have spoke 
But hiss for hiss leturn d with foiktd tongue 
lo forked tongue iot now weie ill tiansfoim d 
Alike, to seipdits all IS accessories 
To his bold not dreidful was the dm 
Of hissing through the hill thick swarming now 
With complicated monsters hCad and tul, 

Scoipion ind isj) and ampliisb i na’ dire 
Cerastes^ hoin d, hydius ^ and clop"* diear 
And dipsas j"* not so thick sw urn d once the soil 
Bidiopp d with blood of Gorgon’^ oi the isle 
0})hiasa ^ but still gieitest be tlu midst 
Now drigon grown liiger than whom the sun 
Ingendei d in the J^thiau vale on slime. 

Huge Python ^ and his power no less ho seem d 
Above the rest still to letiiii Ihey all 
Him follow d issuing forth to th open field, 

Where all yet left of th it levolted lOut 
Heav n tall n m station stood oi just array, 

Sublime with expectation when to see 
In triUTn])h issuing foith then glorious chief 
They saw, but other sight instead a ciowd 
Of ugly s< rpents , honor on them fell, 

And horiid sympathy, for what they saw 

They felt tliemseh es now changing dow n then arms, 

1 A serpent said to have a head at 
both ends of its bod> 

2 A homed snake 

2 A water snake 

* A water serpent 

* A snake the bite of which produces 
f( V onsli thirst 

Ljbia where tho blood which 


dropped from Medusas hold produced 

scrpoiitis 

7 An island m the Mediteiianean 
which was deserted <.n account of its 
serpents from which it donved its 
name — Newton 

8 A huge serpent sprung from the 
slime left after tho Deucalion deluge 
It was slain by Apollo 
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Down fell both spear and shield, down they as fast, 

And the dire hiss renew d and the dire form 
Catch’d b} eontigion lik» in punishment 
As in their crime Thus w is th’ applause they meant 
1 inn d to exploding hiss, tniiniph to shamt, 

Cist on Uiemselves from their own mouths There stood 
A giove hird by sprung up with this their change, 

His will who reigns above, to aggravate 
1hcii penance laden with fair Irmt like that 
}u( h grew in P iradise, the bait ot ]' \ e 
Used by the tempter on that prospect si range 
'J heir ( iniest eyes they h\ d irn igining 
For one forbidden tiee a multitude 
Now iisn to wotk them fnrthei woe oi shame 
Y(.t pireh <l with sc tiding thiibt and hunger fierce 
1 hough to delude them sent could not ibstain, 

But on they roll d m helps and up the tiees 
( limbing sdt thicker than ihe snakv loel s 
1 hat curl d Megsera ‘ greedily they ])luek ei 
The fruitage fair to sight like that which grew 
Ne ir that bituminous lake where Sodom flamed , 

'1 his more delusive not the touch but tiste 
Deceived , they, fondly thinking to allay 
dhcir appetite with gust instead of fruit 
Chew d bitter ashes which th offended taste 
With spattering noise rejected oft they assay’d, 

Hungei anel thiist constraining drugg d as oft, 

Y ith hatefullest disrelish writhed their jaws 

Y ith soot and cinders fill’d , so oft they fell 
Into the same illusion, not as man 

V\ horn they tiiumph d once lapsed Thus weie they plagued 
And woin with famine long and ceaseless hiss 
Idl then lost bhipe permitted they resumed, 

Yc ily en)oiri d some say, to undergo 
This annual humbling certain number’d days 
1 0 dash their pride and ]ov for man seduced 
However, some tiadition they dispeised 

• One of the 1* lines the apples of Sodom snd to have a 

1 akc Asphal ites < i Dead Sea lovely exterior but within to l>c full of 
Milton alludes to Josephuh s account of ashes It is not true 



310 


PARADISE LOST 


A inong the heathen of their purchase got, 

And fabled how the serpent, whom they call d 
Ophion with Eurynome (the wide 
Encroaching Eve pcrhayis,) had first the rule 
Of high Olympus thence by S iturn driv n 
And Ops ere yet Dictiean Jo\e is boin 
Meanwhile in paradise the hellish ])air 
Too soon anived bm theie in power befeu, 

Once actual, now in body, and to dwdl 
H ibit IT il habitant behind hti Dt ith 
Close following pice for pace not mounted 3et 
On his pile hoi sc to whom bin thus utgan 
Second of Sitauspiung all conquering Death 
Wh it think st thou of our enqnie now though cun d 
With travail difficult not bettei far 
Thau still at hell s diik ihitshold to have sate watch 
Unnamed, undre id( d and thyself half stirvcd? 

Whom thus the sin horn monster inswer d soon 
To me who vith eteinal famine pine 
Alike IS hell or puadise or heaven 
There best wheie most with lavine I may meet 
Which here, though plenteous all too little seems ^ 

To stuff this maw this \ast unhide bound (oips 
To whom th incestuous mothci thus leidied 
Thou therefoic on these heibs, and fruits and flow e is 
Feed first, on eich beast m xt and fish, and fowl 
Ko homel} morsels , and whatever thing 
The scythe of Time mows down devour unspared 
^ITll I in man residing through the lace. 

Ills thoughts Ills looks, woids, actions all infect, 

And season him thy last and sweetest ]>rey 
This said, they both betook them eveial ways, 

Both to destroy, or unimmortal make 
All kinds, and for destruction to mature 
Sooner or later , which th’ Almighty seeing 
From his transcendent seat the saints among, 

To those bright orders utter d thus his voice 
See with what heat these dogs of hell advance 


^ Prov xxvii 20 
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To waste and havoc yonder world which I 
So fair and good creattd, and had still 
Kept in tint state, h id not the folly of man 
Let m these wastctui fune'-, who impute 
holly to me so doth the pi nice of hell 
An 1 his adherents th it with so much ease 
1 suffer them to ent( r and pobstss 
A pi ice so heavenly and conniving stem 
I o gratify my scornful enemies 
That laugh as if tian8])ortcd with some fit 
Of passion, I to them had quitted all, 

At landom yieldtd up to thtir misinle 

And know nut tint T call d xnel diew them tlutlie’ 

IVIy hell bounds to luk the drift and filth 
W Inch man s polli ting sin wif h taint h ith slu d 
On what w lb pint till cranun d nid goiged nigh burst 
With suek d iiid glutted oft il, it om sling 
Of thy victorious irm will pic ising feon 
Both bin Hid Dtafh ind yawning Grivc, it last 
dhrongh Chao^ huild obstimt the month of hell 
For evci, xnd seal up his r i\t nous j iws * 

Then he iv n and t iith lenew d ^hall be made pure 
To sanctity that sh ill itccivc no stun 
Till then the cuise pronouncid on boih pieeedes 
He ended ind the heav iih ludicnec loud 
Sung Ifalleliijah as the sound of se is. 

Through multitude that sung lust xie thy ways ** 
Kighteous are thy decrees on all tliy woiks 
'Who can extenu ite thee ? Next to the bon, 

Destined re^’torer of mankind by whom 
Hew heav n and earth shall to the ages use, 

Or down from heav n descend buch wa heir song, 
While the Creator exiling forth by name 
His mighty angels gave them several charge, 

As sorted best with present things The sun 
Had first his piecept so to move so shine 
As might affect the earth with cold and heat 
Scarce toleiable and from the noith to call 

‘ See Dante s Inftmo cant xxul ® Kev xv 3 xvi 7 



^12 


PARADISE LOST 


Decrepit winter, fiom the south to bnng 
Solstitial summer e heat To the blank moon * 

Her office they prescribed to th* other five 
Their planetary motions and aspects 
In Scxtile Square and Inne and Opposite,* 

Of noxious efficacy, and when to join 
In synod unbenign and taught the fix’d 
T heir influt nee malignant when to show r 
Which of them rising with the sun or falling 
Should prove tempestuous To the winds they set 
’I’heir comers when with bluster to confound 
a air, and shoie the thunder when to roll 
With terror thiongh the dark aeieil hall 
Some say he bid his angels turn askance 
’I he poles of e irth twice ten degrees and more 
From the sun s a\l( , they with labour push d 
Oblique the centra irlobe some say the sun 
Was bid turn rnns from th equinoctial road 
Like distant bn idth to Taurus with the sev n 
Atlintic SI teis ind the Spartan twins * 

Up to the Tropn ( i ib tin nee down amain 
By Leo ind tin Vir<^ in, and the Scales, 

As d( ep as Capricoin to bung in change 
Ot St xsons to t ich elime else had the spring 
Perjxtu il smiltd on eirlh with \ernant flow’is 
Equ il in days and nights, except to those 


> Some editions printed bUne moon 
t e wkiU 

^ Teims inide use of by the as 
trologcis and signifying the positions 
or iHpects of the five (tlitn 1 nown) 
planets Scxtile means a plain t situated 
at a distance of tw( signs (the sixth of 
twelve) from another planet Scpuic 
separated by four signs Inm sepa 
rated by three signs Oj,pvite was 
considered a position of noxious effi 
caty The period in which Milton lived 
explains the fitt of his c uutenancmg 
these supei titions as they woi e umver 
sally believed After the gic.it hire of 
1 ondon tlie House of Commons c died 
the asti 1( „or I illy before them to 
examine 1 im as to his foreknowledge 
of that eal imity and gravely received 


his cxplination of how he obtained his 
foiesigut frim the art ho prictised He 
haei foretold the fire in a hioroglyjihic 
risemblmg those formeily published in 
Old Moore s Aim maek which might be 
interpreted in any manner the reader 
plcised I>id you foresee the year’ 
iskcd one of the t ornmittee I did 
not replied I illy nor was desirous 
of that 1 made no scrutiny The as 
troliger then told them very wisely 
that the tire was not of man but of 
God It was believed to have been 
caused by incendiaries 

» The Pleiades daughters of Atlas 
This consteli ition is in the neck of 
Taurus 

* Castor and Pollux the Cemmi 
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Beyond the polar circles , to them day 
Had nnhenighted shone while the low sun 
lo rccotnpen'^t his distance in iheir sis^ht 
Hid rouiuhd still th’ hoii/on and not known 
Or east or \\ ( whn h had forbid the snow 
Fiom (old Lstoiiland ^ and south as far 
B( lu ath M liTt 11 111 ^ At that t iskd fi uit 
1 he sun IS fu)iii 'Fliyestean ban(pict * tni ii d 
Ills (oiirse int( iidcd else how had the woild 
Jnhihitid though sinless nioic tliaii now 
Vioided ])inchin^ cold and scouhincf lieit P 
1 fuse chini^cs in th( heiviis thouf,h slow, pioduetd 
Lil e ehinort on sea indtmd sideral blast 
V ipour ind mist ind exh il ition hot 
( oiinj)t iiid ptstiknt Now fiom the north 
Ot Norumhe^i'* ind the 8amo( d shore 
Bin sting then bi i/en dungeon irm d with ice, 

^nd snow and hail ind stoimy gust and flaw 
Boie IS and C i ci is and Aigi stes loud, 

And Ihiascias lend tlie woods and seas upturn , 
With adverse hi ist upturns tlu m fioni the south 
Notus and Afer hlaek with thnnd rous clouds 
From Seiialiona^ thwait of these as fierce 
Forth rush thi Le\ int and the 1 onent winds, 

Eurus and /(phyr ^ with their lateral noise 
8iroeeo and Libecchio Ihus began 
Outiagc from lifeless things but Discord first, 

D lughtei of Sin among th iiiational 

Death introduced through fierce antipathy 

Beast now with beast gan war ind fowl with fow 1, 


1 A tifict ^ land nortli of Amcrici 
n( ir tbe Ar tic Oct in and Hud on 8 
Ba> —He ML 

^ f xtreme south of South Vinei jta 
Atreus to ivtn^fc an injury invited 
his biotticr Ihyestts to a tjauquet and 
ti ved up for his fo )d the tiesh of his 
murdered children This hon id reven£,e 
was visited on the family of Atreus for 
{,eneiation8 

A province of the northeni Armenia 
Samoieda in the north eist of Museovy 
upon the Frozeu Sea —Hume 


6 Names of the winds Boreas the 
north ( seeias northwest Aieestes 
northeast Thraseias fiorn 'lhTi(<. 
Notus the south wind Kfet lioiu 
Africa — Ftoni Bi( hakdsos 

<* The lion Mountains southwest of 
Afnc i famous for storms 

7 T t vant and Ponent are It ih in names 
f jr the east and west winds tailed by 
the ( reeks hums and Zepbyi Suo o 
ind 1 ibtcchio are the south east and 
south west w mds 
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A ad fish with fish , to graze the herb all leaving 
Devour d each other, nor stood much in awe 
Of man but fled him, or with count nanee grim 
Olaied on him passing These were from without 
'^1 he growing nuserus which Adim saw 
Ain idy in pirt though hid in glooniitst shade, 

'J o sorrow ibandon d but worse felt within, 

And in a tioubled bi i of pission tost, 

I nils to Jishurdtn sought with 1 cornplaant 
() iniscrible of hippy ’ is tins tlie fnd 
()t fhis new gloiions world and me so I ite 
'I In glory of tint gloij who now become 
Ai ( ill S( d of bk ss( d Hide me fiom the face 
Ot Ooi) whom to behold w IS tilt n my lughth 
Of hai>pin( ss yet well it htie would end 
Idle imseiy , I deserved it and would ben 
My own d( strvings but this will not serve. 

All that 1 o it or di ink oi shall beget 
Is jiropigittd curst O \ouc once heard 
Dclighttnlly Dnertast ind multiply 
Now death to he ir ’ for wh it c in I entit ase 
Or multiply but curses on my held ^ 

Who of all igts to sure ted, but feeling 
Tilt evil on him brought by rne will euise 
My head? Ill faie oui anecstor impure 
For this we may th ml Adam but hia thanks 
♦Shall be the ext 1 1 it ion so be bid t s 
Mine own that bide upon me all from me 
Shall With a fieice lefiux on me redound 
On me as on their natural centre light 
llony though in their place O fleeting ]oys 
Of paradise dear bought with lasting woes ’ 

Did I leqnest thee Maker, fiom my clay, 

1 o mould me m in ? Did I solicit thee 
h rom d iiknoRs to promote me or here place 
In this delicious garden? As my will 
Conciirr d not to my being it weie but nght 
And equal to reduce me to my dust, 

Desirous to resign, and render back 
All I received, unable to perform 
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Thy terms too hard by which I was to hold 
The good I sought uot To the loss of tint 
Sufficient penalty, why hast thou added 
The sense of endkss woes? Inexphcabk 
Ihy justice seems , ^et, to say truth, too 1 xte 
1 thus contest then should hxve bten refused 
These tcinis whate\cr when they were proposed 
Thou didst accept them, wilt thou enjoy the good 
Then cavil the conditions and though God 
Made thee without th;y k ive, wh it if thy son 
I’rove disobedient, and iepro\ed retoit 

hirefoic didst tJiou b( get me ? I sought it not 
\\ ouldbt thou admit loi his contempt of tlieo 
Th it piond exciibt f >et him not thy (lection 
But natural ner(ssii> begot 

God niidc thee of choice his own and of his own 
To seive him thy r( \\ ird w is of his gi ict 
Thy punishment Hkii justly is it his v\ill 
Be it so tor I submit his doom is f in 
hTiat dust I im ind skill to dust itturii 
() welcome houi whcntvei ’ why dcGys 
JTis hand to execute what Jli dccui 
1 ix d on this d ly f why do I ov( ilive ® 

Why im I mod d with de ilh ind k ngthen d out 
Co do ithless pain ? how gl idly wouti I meet 
Mortality my sentence xnd lx eaith 
Insensible ^ how glxd would 1 ly me down 
As in my inothei s ^ap:^ tlicio I should lest 
And ship feccurt , His dreadful voice no more 
W ould thunder m my c irs, no feai of woi se 
To me ind to my ofFspting would torment me 
\Vith ciuel expect ition Yet one doubt 
Pursues me still, lest all I cannot die. 

Lest that pure bitiith of life the siuiit ot man 
Which God inspired cannot together pci ish 
W ith this coi pore il clod , then in the grave 
Or m some other dismal place, who knows 
But I shall die a living death ? O thought 


‘ Job li 10 


i Gen ii 7 
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Hornd if true ^ yet why P it was but breath 
Of life that sinn’d, what dies but vs hat had life 
And SI up the body properly hath neither 
All of me then shall die , let this ap23ease 
The doubt since human reach no fuither knows 
For though the Lord of ill be infinite. 

Is His wrath also P be it man is not so, 

But mortal doom d How can He exercise 
Writh without end on man whom d^ ith must (ud 
C in He make deathless do ith F th it weic to make 
htiange contradiction which to God Hmistlf 
Imj)Obsible is htld as argument 
Of weal ness not of power Will He diaw out, 

For ingei s sake finite to infinite 
In punish d man to satisfy his iigour 
Satibhid never? that were to extend 
His sentence beyond dust and natuie s law, 

By which all eaust s else, according still 

To the reception of their matter act 

Not to th extent of their own sphere But say, 

Th it death be not one stroke as I supposed 
Btr( ivirig sense but endless misery 
From this d ly onw ird which I feel begun 
Both in ni( and without me, and so last 
To peipetuity — ay mi * that fear 
Gomes thund ring back with dreadful revolution 
On my defenceless held both death and I 
Are found eternil, and incorporate both. 

Nor I on my part single, in me all 
Posterity st inds cursed , fair p itriinony 
That I must Ic e yc, sons ’ O were I able 
To waste it all myself, and leave ye none * 

So disinheiited how would yc bless 

Mt, now your curse ’ Ah ^ why should all mankind, 

I or one man’s fault thus guiltless be condemn’d, 

If guiltless P But from me what can proceed, 

But all corrupt, both mind and will depiaved. 

Not to do only, but to will the same 

With me F how can they then acquitted stand 

In sight of God ? Him, after all disputes. 
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Forced I absohe all my evabions vain, 

And reasonings tbough through mazes lead me still 
But to my own comiction fust and last 
On me, me onl} as the source and spimg 
Of all coiruj>tion, ill tht blame lights due 
So might the wr ith ’ T ond wish ’ eouldst thou support 
That buidtn heavier than the laith to be ir 
Than all the world much heaviti though dnided 
With that bad woman f dims what thou dtbii bt 
And what thou fe ii bt alike dcstioj b all hope 
Of refuge, and eoneludes thee miseiable 
Beyond all pist e\ iinple and futiiie 
To Satan onl} hi e both eiime and doom 

0 Conscienet into w h it abyss of Itars 

And hoirorb hast thou driv n me out of which 

1 find no way liom dci]> to deeper plunged’ 

Thus Adam to hirnstlf lamented loud 

Through the still ni^ht , not now as ere man fel 
Wholesome and cool and mild but with bl lek air 
Accompanied with d imps and dieadlul gloom, 

Which to his cmI conscience rej^Hsented 
All things with double teiroi On the ground 
Outstretch d he 1 ly on the cold ground ind oft 
Cursed his creation death is oft accused 
Of tardy execution, since denounced 
The day of his offence Why comes not death 
Said he with one thrice acccptahle stroke 
To end me ? Shall tiuth fail to keep her woid. 

Justice divine not hasten to be just? 

But death comes not at call, justice divinp* 

Mends not her slowest pace for prayers or cues 
O woods, O fountains, hillocks, dales, and bow rs, 

With other echo late 1 taught your shades 
To answer, and resound fai other song 
Whom thus afflicted when sad Eve beheld. 

Desolate wheie she sat approaching nigh. 

Soft words to his fierce passion she assay d 
But her with stern regaid he thus lepefl d 

Out of mv sight, thou serpent ’ that name best 
Befits thee with him leagued, thyself as false 
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And hateful , nothing wants, but that thy shape, 
Lil c his and colour serpentine may show 
Ihy inwaid fraud to wain all creatures from thee 
He net forth lest that too heav nly form, pretended 
M o hellish f iKehood snare them But foi thee 
J hid peisisted h ippy had not thy piide 
And w ind ling vanity when least v, is safe 
B( ]cct(.d iny lorewainmg and disd iiii d 
Not to be ti listed longing to be seen 
Thoiii,h by the deiil himself him overweening 
do ovei rcaeli, but i\ith the seipent mt< ting 
Fool d ind beguiled by him thou I by Ibce 
To tinst thee fiom my side imagined wise 
Constant mitiire ])roof against all assaults, 

Anet undeistood not ill wis but a show 
Bathe 1 than solid viitue all but a rib 
( lool id by iiitine bent as now ajipeirs, 

INToie to the part sinister fiom me eliawn , 

Well if till own out is siipt.rnumeraiy 
do iny ]ust number femnd Oh ^ why did God 
Cie iteir wise th it peemled highest heav ri 
With spmts ma euhiu cieite at list 
dhis noielty on eaith this fair defect 
Of natino ind not till the world it once 
With men is angels without feminine. 

Or find some other wa) to geneiate 
Maul mdi^ This misehief had not then het iH’n, 
And more th it shall befall , innumerable 
Distinbanees on earth through female sm es 
And str light conjunction with this sex loi either 
He ne\er shill find out fit mate, but such 
As some misfortune brings him, or n istake 
Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gam 
Through her perverseness but shall see her gain’d 
By a f ir worse , or if she love withheld 
By parents , or his happiest choice too late 
Shall meet, already link’d and wedlock bound 
To a fell adversary, his hate or shame , 

Which infinite calamity shall cause 
To human life, and household peace confound 
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lie not, and f om lier turn’d but Fve 

Not so repulse d with tears that ce iscd not llowiiig, 
J^nd tresses all disordt r d at his feet 
Fell humble and en bracinj^ tin iij besought 
Hib peace and thus ptec<-(dtd in iicr pi i nt 
Forsake me not inns, Adam witness htav’n 
A\ hat lo\e binciic md reveience in m> heart 
1 Dear tin ( and unwccting h ivt offended 
T nhappih deemtd 1hy supjdiant 
i beg and < lasp th> 1 i (s be reive me not 
Whereon I li’^ e thy ginlle lool s th^ iid, 

Thy counsel in this uttirinosi distiess. 

My only sti ngth nid sti'y foiloni of tlni, 

"W hithei bh ill 1 bit d e nn win ic subsist f 
While jet we Inc hc lue one shoit hoiii ])tihap8. 
Between us tuo Ut time b«. [)euc both joining, 

As join d in inpiiics, one tnlnlt^ 

Against a fo( by doom (\piess issign d ns 
Thit erufl serpe rit On me CKcicise not 
Thv hatred for tins niiset y bef ill n 
On me already lost me than tliyself 
Moie inisci ible both hive sum d but thou 
Against God only I ag mist God and thee, 

And to the pi ice of judgment will return 
Thtrc witli my cuts iin2">ortune hei'ven th it all 
’lhesenten(e fi oin tliy he id remove d may light 
On me sole cuise to thee of all this woe, 

Me me only just object of his ire 

She ended weejmig and her lowly jdiglit 
Immo\eal)le till peace obtim d fiom fault 
Acknowledged and deplored, in Adam wrought 
Cc mmiseration soon his hcai t relented 
Towards her his life so late iiul sole delight, 

Now at his feet submissne in distieSs , 

Creature so fair his lecoiicilcment seeking 
His counsel whom she had displeased, his aid, 

As one disarm’d his anger all he lost 
And thus with jieaceful words upraised her soon 
XJnwaiy and too desirous as before 
So now of what thou know’st not, who desir st 
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The punishment all on thyself, alas 

Bear thmo own first ill able to sustain 

His full wrath whose thou feel st as yet leaot part, 

And my displeisire be u st so ill If prayeis 

Conld alter high decrees I to that place 

Would speed before thee and be louder heard. 

That on my he id ill might be visited, 

Thy fruity and mfirnui se v forgiv’n, 

To mt committed anel by me exposed 
But use let us no more conte nd nor blame 
E leh other bl imed enough elsewhere but strive 
In ofljces of love how we m ly lighten 
Each of her s burden m oui shdie of woe 
Since this day s death denounced, if aught I see, 
Will piove no sudden but a slow paced evil, 

A long diy s dying to augment our pam 
And to oui se( d O h iplcss seed * derived 

To whom thus h vl ifeo\ciing heait replied 
Adam by sid expeiiment 1 1 now 
How little weight my wouls with thee can hnd, 
Found so eiionious thence by ]ust e\ent 
Pound so unfortun ite nevertheless 
Restoicd by thee vile is I am to place 
Of new ciMtptance hopeful to regiin 
Thy lo\e the sole contentment of my heart 
Li\ing or d}ing fiom thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breast are ris’n, 
Tending to somt relu f of our extremes. 

Or end though sharp md sad yet tolerable, 

As in our evils and of easier choice 
If caie of our descent perplex us most, 

Which must be born to ceitam woe, devour’d 
By Death at last ind miserable it is 
To be to others cause of misery, 

Our own begotten and of our loins to bring 
Into this cursed world a woful lace, 

That aftei wi etched life must be at last 
Food for so foul a monster in thy power 
It lies, yet ere conception to prevent 
The race nnblest, to being yet unbegot 
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Childless ihou art, childless reir im so Death 
Shall be deceived hi 9 c>lut iiid with us two 
Be forced to saii^fy his r j.\ uous ni ic\ 

But if thou 7udgt it h nd aiui ddhcult, 

( on versing looking loving to abstain 
irom love s due riB s nuptial enibiaecs sweet 
And with desire to languish without hope 
B« fore the i>icsont ol)|e<t languishi 
With like desiie whnli would be inisei}, 

And torment less than none of wh it we dread 
Then both ouiseUes uid seed at oin e to fiee 
hiom \\h it we tcai for both ht us make shoit 
Bet us sedv Deilh oi he not found supply 
With oui own hands his olfiee on ouisehcs 
Why stand we longd s]i]\<iiiig unde i ft iis 
Th it show no ei d but dc itb ind b i\( tbc 2 >ower 
Of 111 my ways to die llie shortest olioosing 
Destruction with dcstiuetion to dcstioy 
She ended here or \ehetncnt desjun 
Bioke of! the rt st so niueh of de ith he i thouglits 
Had enter! 11 n d as dyed her thteks wifli j)i’e 
But Ad tin with sueh eoiinstl nothing sway d, 

To better liojit s bis nior< aftenfi\e mind 
Babouring had raised md thus to Fve leplied 
Eve thy contem2at of lih and jile isnie seems 
To argue m thee something more sublime 
And execllont than wh it thy mind contemns, 

But self d<stiu(tion there foie sought refutes 
That excellence thought in thee and inqdies, 

Hot thy contemiat but anguish md i egret 
For loss of life and pleasure ovc i loved 
Oi if thou covet deith as utmost end 
Of misery so thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounced doubt nof but God 
Hath wiseher aim’d his vengeful ire thtn so 
To be forestall d much moie I fear lest death 
So snatch d will not exem2>t ns from the pain 
We are by doom to pay rather such acts 
Of contumacy will piovoke the Highest 
To make death in us live then let us seek 

Y 
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Some safer resolution, which methinks 
I have m view calling^ to mind with heed 
Part of onr sentence, that thy seed shall bruise 
The serpent s head piteous amends unless 
Bo meant whom I conjecture our grand foe 
8at in, who in the serpent hath contrived 
Against us this dec cit To crush his head 
Would be revenge indeed which will l^e lost 
By death bi ought on ourselves or childless days 
Besolved, as thou projiost st , so our foe 
Shall scipe Ins punishment ord im d and we 
Instead sh ill double ouis upon our heads 
ISTo moie be mention d then of violence 
j\giinst ouiscKcs, and wilful birienness 
Tint cuts us c»li fiom hope and savours only 
liincour ind })ridc irnpitience end desjntc 
Jlductancc ig unst God and iiis ]ust yoke 
Ij ud on our necl s Peraernber with wh it mild 
j\nd gracious temper JIc both heard iiid judged 
Without writii or icviling we expected 
Immcdiite dissolution which we thought 
W IS mexnt hy de xth that day wlien lo ’ to thee 
Pams only in child be iring weie foretold 
And bringin<g foith, soon recompensed with ]oy, 
Fruit of thy womb on me the curse aslope 
Glanced on the giound with lahoui I m ist earn 
My bread , what harm idlenc ss had bee n woise , 
Mv labour will sustain me and lest eold 
Or heat should iii)ure us His timely care 
Hath nnbesought jiroeidcd ind His hands 
Clothed us unworthy, pitying while He -judged 
How much more, if we pray Him, will His ear 
Be open and His heart to pity incline. 

And teach us further by what means to shun 
Th’ inclement seasons, rain ice, hail, and snow. 
Which now the sky with various face begins 
To siiow ns in this mountain, while the winds 
Blow moist and keen, shattering the graceful locks 
Of these fair spreading trees, which bids us seek 
Some better shroud, some better warmth to chensh 
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Our limbs benumb’d, ere tbis diurnal star 
Leave cold the night, how we his gitlier d beims 
Keflectul ma-^ with matter seie toment, 

Or by collision of two bodies j;,rind 

71k iir atirite ^ to fire as 1 dt the douds 

Jiibtling or push d with winds iiidt in then bliorh 

Inn ''the slant lightning whose thwirt ilame dnv n down 

Kit dlis the "imiiny bail of fir oi pine, 

And ^ nds a < omfort ible heat fiom far 
Which might supply the biiii Such hre to Use, 

And what in ly else be i c me dy or cure 
To evils winch cuir own misdeeds haie wrought, 
jTo will instiiut ns 1 1 I’^nig inci ot giacc 
Bi scLching jrirn so is \\< need not Ic ir 
To ])iss comrnodiously lliis lift snstund 
By Him with nnny c aiifoits till we end 
In dust our find ust iiul n itn home 
Whit better esii wc do Ihin to the pi ice 
Kejiuimg wlnit He pidgt d us prostr itc fall 
Before Him leitieiit and ihtrc confess 
Humbly oiir f luits and ] ndon b(^ wifh tc'^rs 
W itering the ground nnd wiih our sighs the iir 
Frcepientiiig sent from houfs contiite in sign 
f)f soriow nnfe ign d ind liuiiiili itioii me ek P 
T^neloii])ttdly TFc will lelent and tmn 
From His disjikasuro in whose look serene 
Win n mgr} most He. s< ern d and most se vcrc 
Wh it else blit fivour giace and increy shone P 
So spake our ^ithcr penitent nor F\e 
lelt less remoise they forthwith to the pi ice 
llepining where He judged them prostrate xJl 
F< fore Him rciercnt ind both confess d 
Humbly the ir faults and pardon begg d with tears 
AV atenng the ground, and with their sighs the air 
Frequenting,® sent fiom hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow iinfeign’d and humiliation meek 


U om by rabbmg or friction 


^ To kindle 


3 Boating tbe air 
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BOOK XI 


The ARauMEisT 


The Sou of God presents to his Father the prayers ( f our first parents now 
repenting and intercedes for them ( od aeccjits them but doel ires thit they must 
no longer ibidem paridise sends Michael with a bind of cherubim to disjmssess 
them but first to reveal to Adirn future thiui^s Michael s coming d )wn \dam 
shows to tie certain ominous signs he disoeriiH Muhiils appro ich g ts < ut to 
meet him the angel denuuiues their ippr uhmg depaituie Lve s limentition 
Adam pie ids but submits th( m{,(f leuis him up to i high hill setsbefoie him 
m vision what shall happen till thg I lood 


Thus they in lowliest plight repentant stood 

Praying for from fhe morcy seit above 

Prevenienf grace desctnding had itmovtd 

The stoDy from their heats and m ide new flesh 

Kogcneiate grow mstc id that sighs nowbaathed 

UniitterabU * which the spiiit of prayer 

Inspired uid wing d for he iv n with speedier flight 

Than loudest oritoiy yet then 2101 1 

Not of mean smtois nor imjioitant less 

Seem d their 2'>etition than when the ancient j>iir 

In fables old, less aneieiit yet than these 

Deucalion ind ehaste Pynlia to restoie 

The raee of mankind di own’d, before the shiine 

Of Ihemis stood devout^ lo heav n their pi lyers 

Flew uj) nor miss d the way, by envious winds 

Blown vag ibonci or frustrate in thej pasb d 

Dimensionless through heav nly doprs, then clad 

With inceitse,*’ where the golden altar fumed, 

By their great Intercessor eame in sight 
Beibre the F ithei s throne them the glad Son 
Presenting thus to intercede began 

See, Father, what first fruits on earth are spuing 
Fiom thy implanted grace in man, these sighs 


> Romans viii 26 founded on a heathen tradition of Noah s 

® Themis the goddess of justice The flood is told by Ond Met I fao 8 
fable of Deucalion and Pyrrha evidently 3 i salm cxli 2 
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An<I prayers, which m tliis golden censer mix’d 
Wi^li incense I thy prnst before thee bring, 

Fn lit 8 of moie pleasing savour troin thy seed 
bov^n with contntion in hi^ hcirt than those 
Which his own h ind m inuring ill the tiees 
Of pandisc could ha^ l jiroduccd ere fall ri 
F oin innocence therefoit bend thine eai 

T.(> upplicition heir his ighs though mute , 
Unskilful with what woids to pray let me 
rnterpret for him me his idvocate ^ 

And piopit atioii all his works on me 

Good or not good ingi ift iii;y merit those 

Shall p^^rfi et, and for ■flu se my death hall pay 

A cept me, and in rm fiom these receive 

*lhe smell of peace towird mankind, kt him live 

I3itore thc< icconciltd it k i t his days 

N imber d though bid, till dc ith his doom (vvlu h I 

'lo mitigate thus pit id not to reverse ) 

’lo better life shall yield him whcie with me 
All niy redeem el miy elwell in ]oy and oliss , 

Made one with me as I vv th t-}ice am orn ^ 

whom the Father without cloud, serene. 

All thy request for man accented bon 
Obtain all thy request was my deeree 
But longer m that Paradise to dwell 
The law I g ive to ri iture him forbids 
Those puie immortal ekments that know 
FTo gross no unliarrnoniuus mixture foul 
Fject him tamb d now and purge him olT 
As a distemper gross, to air as gross. 

And mortal food as may dispose him best 
Feir dissolution wrought by sin, that first 
Dx tem 2 :>er d all things and of incorrupt 
Corrupted I at first with two fair gifts 
Created him endow’d with happiness 
And immortality that fondly lost. 

This other served but to eternize woe 
Till I provided death , so death becomes 


* 1 John 11 1 2 


John Ttvii 21 22 
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His final remodj, and after life 

Tried in sharp tribulation, and refined 

By faith and faithful works to second life, 

W iked in the renovation of the ]ust 

Resigns him up with htav’n and earth renew’d 

But let us (all to synod all the blest 

Through heav’n s wide bounds , from them I will not hide 

My judgment , how with mankind I proceed, 

As how with peceant angels late they saw , 

And m their stite, though fiim, stood moie confirm’d 
He ended and the bon g ive signal high 
To the bright minister that watch d he blew 
His ti limpet heard in Oieb since ])Cihaps 
When God descended ind perh ips once more 
To sound at geneial doom Ihe angelic blast 
I ill d all the regions from then blissful bow’rs 
Of Amar inthine shade lountain or spnng, 

By thi w iteis of life where e’er they sat 
In ftllowshijis of joy the sons of light 
Hasted lesoiting to the summons high, 

And took their se its till liom His throne supreme 
The Almighty thu^ ] ronounced His sov reign will 
O bons 111 e one of us man is become 
T o 1 now both good and evil, since his taste 
Of that defended ^ fruit but let him boast 
His knowledge of good lost and evil got , 

Happier, had it sufficed him to have known 

Good b\ itself and cmI not at all 

He SOI rows now, repents, and prays contrite. 

My motions m him, longer than they move 
His heart I know how variable and vain 
Self kft Lest therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach ilso of the Tree of Life, and eat, 

And live for ever, dream at least to live 
For e\er to remove him I decree, 

And send him from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence he was taken, fitter soil 
Michael, this my behest have thou in charge, 


‘ Forbidden 
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Tal e to thee from among the Cherubim 
'^Lhy choice ot flaming wairiors lest tlic fiend, 

Or in behalf of man, or to invade 
Vacant possession some lu w tronblo ruse 
Hibte thcc and from the Paradi c of Gf)i» 

Without umorsc duve out tin sinful pair 
i rom hallow d ground tlie unholy and dcnoimcc 
lo them and to then i^reigcuy liom tluncc 
Pu pc tu il banishment et lest tin} faint 
At the sad sentence rigoiously nigcd 
For I liehold them boften d ind with tcirs 
Bewailing tlnir excess ill tenor hidt 
If patiently th} bidding Puy obey 
Dibmiss them not disconsol itt u v< al 
To Adam wh it shall (ome in future days, 

As I shall thee enhghteu mltimiv 
]VIy cov nani in tlie womxn s se^d icncw d, 

So send them forth though soiiowiiig yet in peace 
And on the eist side of the gaiden pint, 

Wlnie cnti inee up fiom 1 den eisicst ehrnbs, 

Cheiubie watch ind of i sword the 11 line 
Wide wivmg all i]>i)roieli f ii off to flight 
And giurd ill pissi^e to the tree ot Life 
Lest pu idise a rcceiitacle prove 
1\) pints foul anel ill my tiees their prey 
With whose b+ol n fiuit man onee moie to dehide 
He (c ised and the arehingolie pow i prepared 
For bwift descent with him the cohort blight 
Of watchful g/herubim, foiii faecs eicli 
Had like a double Janus, ^ all then bhajie 
Spangled with eyes moie numerous th in tnose 
Ot Argus ^ and more wakeful than to drowse 
Charm d with Arcadian Pipe the pastoral iced 
Of Hermes or his opiate rod Meanwhile, 

'Fo resalute the world with sacred light 
Leucothea® wiked, and with fresh dews imhalm d 

1 E/cl X 12 14 caiiac with it be c( uld charm bicep on 

2 Arcus the spy of Jmio who had a jwiy ej ehds bo pleased 

hundred ejts whs lulled to sleep and ® 1 ho white goddess or Dawn The 
killed by Meicury \ot Hermes) by the sitne with Matuta or early morning in 
command of Jupiter Ihe Caduceus of Latui bhe pieceded Auiora - hi twioM 
Mercury is called on opiate rod be 
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The when Adam and first matron Eve 

Had ended now their orisons and found 
Stiength added from above, new hope to spring 
Out of despair ]oy, but with fear yet ImL d , 
AVhich thus to E\e his welcome words renew’d 
Fve eisily may fiith admit that all 
The good which we en]oy from he iv n descends , 
Jhit that from ns aught should ascend to hcav n 
So j>revah nt as to coneern tlic mind 
f)f Goj) hjgli bless d or to incline His will. 

Haul to Ik Ik f m ly sei rn yc t this will prayer 
Or one shoit sigh of hfim in breith, upborne 
t V n to the scat of GiU) For since I sought 
Jiy priyei th offended Deity to ajipcase, 

Knee Id uid before Hmi liumbleel all my heart, 
IVfetlioiight I saw Him jd ic ihle ind mild 
] lending His eii persuasion in me grew 
111 it I was heard with fa\oni , peace return d 
Home to my bu ist nid 1o inv memory 
His promise tint thy seed sliall bruise our foe, 
Which then not inineh d in dismay yet now 
Assnies me that the bitterness of death 
Is pist nid wo sh ill live Whence hail to thoe 
Fve ^ lightly c ill d mother of all mankind, 
Mother of all things living since by thee 
Man IS to live and all things live for man 

To whom thus Eve with sad demeanour meek 
III woithy I such title should belong 
To me transgressor who for thee ordain’d 
A help, became thy snaie to me reproach 
Rithei belongs distrust and all dispraise 
Dut infinite in pardon was my Judge 
Thit I wbo fiist bi ought death on all, am graced 
The source of life next favourable thou 
Who highly thus to entitle me vouchsaF st. 

Far other name dcscivmg But the field 
labour calls us now with sweat imposed. 
Though after sleepless night , for see, the morn, 


J Eve signifies 1 ife 
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All nnconcern’d with our unrest, begins 
Her rosy pro ^ress snuhng , let us forth, 

I never from thy side henceforth to stray, 

Wl ere (r oiii di^ b wqrh lies though now enjoin’d 
Laborious till diy (iro^>p while h(re Wc <''wtll, 

Wliit can be toiKoiue in these pleasant walks ^ 

Here ht us li\e thou h in filln stiie coiitint 

spal c so Wish d much humbled c but fate 
Subscrilcd nol , nat iie first gave igns impresfe d 
Oil 1 ird be )st iir , air suddenly eclipsed 
\fter bhoit >)lush of mom mgh in her sight 
The bud of To\c stoop d fiom Ins lery tow r, 
nVo birds of L, S'* plume before liim drove 
Down from a lull the beist thit reigns in woods, 

1 irst hunter then pnrsueel i gentle brace 
Goodliest of ill the forest lixrt and hind, 

Diiect to th e istern g ite w is bent their flight 
Adxm observed ind with his eye the chase 
Pill sum ^ not unmo\ecI to h \ e thus sp xke 
O Lve some further change awiits us nigh, 

Which heav n by thebe mute signs in nature shows 
Forerunncis of liis purpose or to wain 
Us haply too secure of our discharge 
From penalty because fiom death released 
Some days, how long and what till then oui life. 
Who laiowfe or more than this th it we are dubt. 

Ami thither must return iiid be no more ^ 

'W hy else tliib double object in our bight 
Of flight jiurbued in the air and o er the ground, 

One wsy the seifs inie hour? Why in the ^st 
D iikne&s eie dxy s mid course and morning light 
IV^ore onent in yon western cloud, that draws 
O er the blue hrmarnent a radixnt white. 

And slow descends with something heav’nly fraught ? 

He err’d not foi by this the heav nly bands 
Down from a sky of jasper lighted now 
In Paradise, and on a hill made halt, 

A glorious apparition, had not doubt 

And carnal Lear that day dimm’d Adam’s eye 

Hot that more glorious, when the angels met 
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Jacob m MabanaimJ where he saw 
Ihe field pavilion’d with his guaidians bright, 
Noi that which on the flaming mount appear d 
In Dothan, covei d with a camp of 
Against the Syrian king, who to surprise 
One mm assaswn like had levy d wai, 

War un proclaim d The piiiiocly liiciaich 
In their liright st ind theic left Ins jiowcrs to seize 
Possession of the girden he alone, 

To find where Adam shclh r d took his way. 

Not nnptrccivcd of Ad ini, who to Lve 
AVhile the gn xt visit int n)pio'ieh d ihus spake 
Nve now exjiect gicat tidings which jieihaps 
Of us will soon determine or impose 
New 1 iws to be ol)ser\cd, tor I descry 
Piom yondtr blazing (loud th xt veils the hill 
One of till heav nly host, and by his gait 
None of the meanest some gieat iiotentate, 

Or of the thrones abo\e such maicsty 
Invests him coming , ^et not terrible, 

That i should fear nor soei ibly mild 
\.s Kxphael, that I hould mneh confide, 

But solemn and subhnie whom not to oflend 
With leveunce I must meet ind ilioii letiie 
He ended, and th ai eh angtl soon die w nigh, 
Not in his shape celestixl, but as mxn 
Cl id to meet m m over his lucid arms 
A militaiy vest of purple flow d, 

Livehei than Melibooan ^ oi the giain 
Of feaira worn by 1 mgs and heioes old 
In time of truce , Ins ** had dipp d the woof, 

His stairy helm unbuckled show d him prime 
In manhood where youth ended , by his side 
As in a ghstcimg zodiac hung the sword 


^ Gen xxxii 1 2 

2 Alluding to the King of Syria s 
attempt to tike the piophet hlishi 
captive and to the vision the piophct 
vouchsafed to oljtain tor his servant of 
the angtl guards which defended him 
2 Kii%s \i 1 


3 Mclibea a city of Thessaly was 
famous f r dyeing tho noblest pm pic 
fearra ihe dye of Tyre— Huml 8ai 
was tho name of the fish from which 
the Tjrian purple dye was exti acted 

4 The rainbow hues are meant 
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Satan’s flire dread, and in hand the spear 
Adam bow d low he bin^ly from Ins state 
Inclined not but his conimg thus declared 
Adam heav’n s high behest no piefaci nt eds 
Sufficient that th^ privfrs aie hoard ind ch ith, 
Th n due by sentence when thou didst transgitss 
j^cieated of his sii/ irt m my d lys 
Gn n thee of grace wlicrein thou t repent. 

And one bad act witti mmy deeds well done 
M ly st cover well m \,y then thy Lord ipjK ised 
Kedeem the<. quite from death s ripaeious elaim , 
But longer in this Biridi c to dwell 
Pc mats not to icuio\e thee I am come 
And send thee from the g irden ftnth to till 
The ground whence thou w i t tal en fitter soil 
He added not foi \diim it the nows 
ITeirt stiuck with chilling gi ]<c of sorrow stood. 
That all his sense s Ixmtul , h m who unseen 
Yet all had hexrd with audible lament 
Diseovei d soon the })lace of her rctiit 

(J unexpected sttol e worse than of de itli ’ 
Must I thus le ive thee, paiadise thu Ic ive 
Thee native soil these h ippy w ill s md shades, 
Pit liaunt of Gods where i had hope to spend. 
Quiet though sad, the le spite of that day 
That must be mortal to us both O flowTs, 

That ne\ er will in other elini itc j|row, 

My early visitation, and my last 

At ev n which I bred up with tender hand 

Prom the fust op nmg bud, and gave ye na les, 

Who now shall leai ye to the sun, or rank 

^ oar tribes, and water from th’ ambrosial fount? 

Thee lastly, nuptial bow’i ’ by me adoin d 

With what to sight or smell was sweet, fiom thee 

How shall I part and whither wander down 

Into a lower woild, to this obscure 

And wild? how shall we bieathe in other air 

Hess pure, accustom’d to immortal fruits ? 

Whom thus the angel interruiited mild 
Lament not, Eve, but patiently reoign 
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What justly thou hast lost, nor set thy heart. 
Thus over fond on that which is not thine 
hy going IS not lonely with thee goes 
Thy husband, him to follow thou art bound, 
Where he abides, thinl there thy native soil 
Adam, by this from the cold sudden damp 
7?e(0\cring and his scattei d spirits return’d. 

To Michael thus his humble words address’d 

Celestial, whethci among the thrones, or named 
Of them th( highest foi such of shape m ly seem 
Piince above jirinces, gently h ist thou told 
Thy message which might clsf in telling wouneb 
And in perfoiming end us , wh it besides 
Of soriow, and deiection iiid desjiair. 

Our fi iilty cm susfain, thy tilings bring, 

l)(p irture fiom tins h ipj^y place, our sweet 

lit cess ind only consolation left 

h miiliar to our eyes ill places else 

Inhospit ible ai)p( ar and desol ite 

Nor hriowing us noi known and if by prayer 

Incessant I could bopc to change the will 

Of Him who ill things can I would not cease 

To weiiy him with niy issiduous cues 

But ])ray(i igiirist Ills absolute decree 

No rnoic iv ills than breith against the wind 

Bluwn stifling back on him that breathes it foith 

Iheiefore to His greit bidding I submit 

'JTis most aflhets me that departing hence 

As fiom His fice 1 shall be hid, deprived 

His blessed comit’nance heie I could fiequent, 

With worship place by ];)lace, where he vouchsafed 

Presence divine and to my sons relate, 

On this mount he appear d, under this tree 
Stood visible, 'imong these pines IT is voice 
I heard here with Him at this fountain talk a 
So many grateful altirs I would rear 
Of grassy turf, and pile up e% ery stone 
Of lustre from the brool , in memory. 

Or monument to ages and thereon 

Ofier sweet stn^llmg gums, and fruits, and flow’ra 
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In yonder netherworld wheio shall I seek 
His blight appear incos or footstep tme*^ 

For though I tied him angr^ ;jei lecall d 
1^0 life prolong d and prono^ed i ic< I no\v 
Gladly behold though but llis utmost sLiits 
CM glory and iu off Ills ‘steps adoic 

lo whom ilius JVlich n 1 with rcgaiel benign 
Adam IhoTi bnow t h iv n Ills and all the earth, 
>ot tins rook only , Hi i ominpioseiK e fills 
Ijand r>ea and iir and every kind tint lives ^ 

I onient< d by His virtii il powi r ind w inn d 
All the eirth He give thei eo p<^ssrss and rule, 

No despiGible gift surnnse not then 

Ihs piestiKi to these naiiow iKniuds confined 

Of P 11 ad ISC or J deji this hod been 

I\iha])s thy cipital seat Horn wlieiico had spread 

All geneiations anel hid hithei conic 

I rorri ill the ends of the earl h tocclcbiato 

And reveieiue thee their gicxt preigcmbn 

But this pro emincuco thou h i t lost biough^ down 

do dwell on even gionnd now with thy sons 

Yet doubt not bnt invilley anel in pi im 

Go] IS as lieie and will be lonnd alike 

Piesent and of IT is piesencc rnxnv i sign 

Still following tbeo still comj issing thee lonnd 

With goodness anel paternal love His fuo 

Express and of His steps the tr le 1 divine 

Which th it thou mav st believe and be confirm d 

Ere thou from hence depart 1 now I am sent 

To show thee what shall come in future diys 

do thee and to thy offspring, good with bad 

Fx]>ect to bear supern il grace contending 

With sinfulness of men, thereby to learn 

True jiatience and to temper joy with fear 

And pious sorrow, equally inn^od 

By moderation either state to bear. 

Prosperous or adverse so shalt thou lead 
Safest thy life, and best prepared endure 


' Jeremiib xxiii *>4 
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ITiy mortal passai^e when it comes Ascend 
Tins hill , kt Eve, for I have drench’d her eyes, 
Here bleep below, while thou to forenght wal st. 

As once thou slept st while she to life was form’d 
To whom thus Adim gi ate fully replied 
Asc(n(l I follow thee, safe guide the pith 
1 hou lead st me, and to the hand of heav’n submit, 
However chast ning to the evil turn 
My obvious Imast aiming to ovcicome 
By bntleiing indciiii rest from laboui won. 

It so I mi y ittdin So both isccnd 
In tlu visions of God It w is a hill 
01 J’lridise the highest fiom whose top 
The hemisphtie ot earth in clearest ken 
Str( toll d out to the irnpk st re k h of prospect lay 
Kot lusher tint hdl nor wider looking round, 
Whcieon for dilfercnt emse the tempter set 
Our second Adam* in the wilderness, 

To show him all eirth s kunrdoms and their glory 
His eye might there tomm iiid whtic ver stood 
City of old or modem time the sc it 
Ot miL,htitst empiie, from the kstmed walls 
Of C iiubilu, scat of ( ithuiin C in 
And Sam irdnnd by Oxiis J cmir s throne,® 

To upiin ot Sinaan 1 mgs and thence 
To Agra ind Lihor of greit Mogul 
Down to tlu golden Cheisoneso® or where 
’riie Persi in in Ecbatm s it or since 
In Ilisiiahan, or where the Bussian Czar 
111 Mosco or the Sultan in Bizance ® 

Tureliestan boin , nor could his eye not ken 
he empire of Negus ^ to his utmost poH 
Ercoco, and the less maiitimi kings 


1 1 Cor x\ 45 Matt iv 8 

2 The piinupil citv of ( athay 

3 The chief city of Zag if hi in Tnrtirv 
It was the ro^al resicionco of the great 
( onqner )r 1 amerl me or I emir 

* laquin or Pekin m Chum the 
t ountry of the ancient Sm® — Newtont 


5 The golden Chersonese is Malacca 

6 U^iiuitium or Constantinople Tlie 
Tuiks tame from Turkestan m Tartiry 

^ ^Tper Pthiopla or Abyssinia whose 
king IS still staled the Negus Ercoco 
or Erquifeo on the Red Sea 
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Mombaza, and Qmloa, and Melind * 

And feofald thought Ophir to tiie realm 
Of Congo, and Angola ftiitlicst smith , 

Or thence from Niger flood to Atl ib mount 
The kingdoms of Aim insor ® Ft/ and Sus, 
Marocco, and Algiers, and rrtrnisen , 

Oi Eurojie thence and whtrt Home was to sway 
The world in spirit jierhips he albO baw 
Rich ]\lcxi(0 tht seat of "MottziinK, 

And Cus(o in rerii, the iither scat 
Of Atab ilipa * and ytt unb})0]l d 
Giiiani whose grt it cit} Gti} oil’s sons ’ 

I ill LI Dorido but to noldti eights 
JVlnliad fioni Ad im s eyts the film reraoitd, 
Which til it { ilsc fruit th if jamnisid ch irei sight 
H id bred then puigtd with tiiphriby^ ind luc 
The visual nerve for he h id much to st c 
And from the well of lift thice droj s instill d 
So dcfp the power of these ingiedients jiitrced, 
Ev n to the inn ost seat of inentil si^ht 
Th it Adam now enforced to close liis eyes, 

Sunk down and all his spii its became lutrinced 
But him till gtntk ingc 1 by the h ind 
Soon laistd ind his atttiilion thin recall d 
Ad ini now ope thine eyes, and hi st behold 
Th effects which thy oiigiii li ciimc hith wrought 
In some to sjumg horn thee who m ver touch’d 
The excepted trei nor witli the sinl e conspued 
Nor binn d thy sin, ftom that bin derive 
Corruption to bring loith nioie \iolent deeds 
Bib eyes he open d and beheld i field. 

Part arable and tilth whereon were sheaves 
New reap d, the othei part sheep walks and folds 


* All on the eastern coast of Africa 

2 Alniansor wis King of Barbary 
where these states lie 

3 Atahuallpa the last native Emperor 
or Inc i subdued by 1 17 in o 

4 The Spaniards so ealled from Geryon 
an ancient King of Spain El Dorado 


revives the memory of tho e jikrcrs 
and navigitors of Fli/ d tlh s d lys The 
n^liolc mil ibitod worl 1 is summed up m 
Ihis sweeping ind glorious desi nption of 
the vision of our I ord on the Mount 
6 Iho herb eilled in English eyebnght 
Both it and rue weie thought to have 
great mcdieuial power 
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I th* midst an altar as the land mark stooa, 
Rustic of grassy sord,* thither anon 
A sweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
JB irst fruits the gicen ear and the yellow sheaf 
Uncull d as came to hand, a shejdicrJ next 
More m(ck carnc with the fiisUing^ of his lloek 
Choicest and best then saeiifiiing laid 
Theinwnds ind then fit with luccnsf strew d 
On the chit wood ind ill diu iites jxiforru d 
Ills off iin r soon ])roj>ihous fiit fjoni he iv n 
( onsnnicd Mtli ninibh glance and gi itcful stc tin 
'i Ik oilier s not for his w is not sinceie 
Where at Ik inly raged and istluvtilkd, 

Smote him into the inidiifF with t stone 
T’hit bi it out lii( , hi fill TTid deidly ]»ale 
Gioand out his soul witli guslnn^ blood effused 
Much at tint si^htw is \<lini]n his htait 
Dismay d and thus in hisU to the ingcl eiica 
Oteului sonu gu it mischiif hith lielilln 
To th it null man who will h ul sn i diced 
Is piety thus ind pun ch \ otion p iid ? 

''io whom Muh 1(1 thus he dso inov ( d^re]dKel 
These two fin butliKii Adiin ind to come 
Out of thy loins , the iinpist tin just h ith slaii 
Dor envy th it hi^ brother s oflering found 
From heav n in ci pt inee but the idoody fact 
Will be iven^ed md the otlui s tilth ippioiid 
Lose no re waul though here thou s( e him die 
Rolling in dust and gore do whieh our sire 
A 1 is both for the deed and foi the e luse ’ 

But ha\e I now seen death? is this the way 
I must return to native dust ? O sight 
Of tenor foul and ugly to behold 
Hornd to thinl how horrible to ft cD 

To whom thus Michael Death thou hist seen 
In his til st shape on man , hut many s napes 
Of Death, and many are the wajTs that lead 


' Sward See groon sord for green sward in earlj editions of SliakeRpcai e 
2 Gen IV 2 
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To Kis gnm cave all dismal , yet to sense 
More terrible at the entrance than within 
Some as thou saw st by violent stroke shall die. 

By file flood famine, by intern peiance more 

In mt its and dunks whidi on the eaitli shall bring 

Diseases due of which a monstrous cicw 

Btlore thee shall ai)|Kar that thou may st know 

A\ h it misery th inabstini iice of Dvc 

Shall bring on men Imnitdialtly a place 

Btfoie his tyes appe ii d, s id noisome daik, 

A 1 i/ar house it setm d whciem were laid 
Numbeis of all diseased all miladies 
Of ^h istl} Si>ism oi 1 ickmg tortiiie qualms 
Of ht ut siek aj^oiiA all ftvirous kinds. 

Convulsions < j3ile]>sies, fieree cataiihs, 

Intestine stone ind ulcer, eolie pangs 
Dimonite fienz^ mo]>mg mel ineholy, 

And moon struck madness pining atrophy, 
IVlaiasmiis and wide wasting ^Kstilence 
Diopsies and asthni IS md -joiiit-r icking rheums 
Due w is the teissing eleej) the gioans desj^aii 
T ended the siel busiest fiom couch te) ooueh, 

And over them triumphant Death his dirt 
bhool but eleliy d to strike, though oft invoked 
With vows as their chief good and final hope 
bight so de foi n what he ii t of rock could long 
Dry ty d behold ? Adam could not but wept, 
hough not of woman born , compassion quell d 
His best of man, and gave him up to teirs 
A spiC( till firmei thoughts lestrain d excess. 

And sc lice reco\eiing words his plaint lencw d 
O miserable mankind to what fall 
Degiai^ed to what wi etched state reseived ’ 

Better end here unborn Why is life giv n 
lo be thus wrested fiom us? rather why 
Obtrudi d on us thus ? who if we know 
What we receive, would either not accept 
Dife ofier d, or soon beg to lay it down. 

Glad to be so dismiss d in peace Can thus 
Tne image of God m man, created once 
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So goodly and erect, though faulty Bince, 

To such unsightly sufferings be debased 
Under inhuman pains Wliy should not man, 
lietaining still divine similitude 
In part, from such d( forraitics l3e free, 

And foi bis M ibt r s image sake exempt ^ 

Thfir Maker s irnagt inswtr d Michael, then 
Foisook thtm wbdi flumsclvcs they villified 
To serve iingovcrn d a])pciit( and took 
His im Jge uhom tin y str\cd i biutisli viec, 

Inductive niiirdy to tlie sin of h\( 

Then fore so ih)t( t is then piini'-hment 
Disfiguring not (tod s likeness hut tlicir own 
Or if His like IK ss by themselves def iced, 

Wink they pervt it ])iiie n itiire s healthful lule 
To Ifiathsome sickm SB woithily smiethey 
Gon s im ige did not iivircnce in themselves 
I yield it ')U8t said Ad irn and submit 
But IS tluic >et no oth( i 'v\ ly besides 
These pimful passa^< s how \\e nuy come 
To death and mix with our connatnril dust ? 

Ihere is s iid Michnl if thou well observe 
The rule of not too mmh by tempi ranee t lught 
In what thon oat st ind dunk st seeking from thence 
Due nourishment not gluttonous delight, 

Till many }ears over thy he id return 

So may st thou live till like ripe fruit thou drop 

Into thy niothei s lap, or be with ease 

Gather d not haishly pluck d for death mature 

Tins IS old age , hut then thon must outlive 

Thy youth, thy strength thy beauty, which will ching 

To wither d, weak, and gray thy senses then 

Obtuse all taste of pleasure must forego 

To what thou hast and for the air of youth, 

Hopeful and cheerful in thy blood w ill reign 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry 
To weigh thy spints down, and last consume 
The balm of life To whom our ancestor 

Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolong 
Life much, bent rather how I may be quit 
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Fairest and easiest of tliib cumbrous cliargo, 

A\hich I must 1 ttp till my ippomltd day 
Of rend img up, and p itient ly atttud 
Mv dissolution Michael upiitd 
N or lo\ L thy life nor hate , but what thou liv st 
Livf well how lon^ or short pirmit to llta\ n 
And now pri part tin c lot another sight 
lie lool d and Siw a sp icioiis pi un, wheiton 
AVeie tents of \ iiious hut , by some weitheids 
Ot o ttk gi i/ii g ^ othtis whtiKC the sound 
Of iiistniincnts th it in ulc melodious clurnt 
W js h< 'll 1 ot hup ind oi^ in ind ivho inovtd 
Hull stops and thoiJs w is seen his \olint touch 
instinct till on U ill pi o])Oi lions low and lii^h 
I led 11 d puisucd 1i insvt i t the ic on int fugue ^ 

In oth( i ])iil stood out ^\ho it the toige * 

Labouiing two missy duds of urn tiitl hi iss 
Hid iiielttd wluthcr found wluic e isu il hic 
H <1 w ist( d woods on mountain ci m vale, 

Down to lh( ^tlns of ciith theme gliding hot 
To some ( ivt s mouth or whether wash d h) stream 
I loni Limit i^iound , the liepu<l oie he di iiii d 
Into ht moulds juepirtd fiom whidi lie form d 
Inst his own tools tin n, whit mn ht else be wrought 
Fusil or gri\ n lu metil j\ftci these, 

But on the hither side a difhieut sort 

I rom the liigli neighbouring^ lulls wliidi was their seat 

Down to the pi iin deseend< d by then guise 

Just men they seem d md ill their study bent 

To worship God iright and know JTis woiks 

Not hid, noi those things list, \vhi< h might jires'^rve 

FreeiHm and peace to men they on the plain 

Long 1 ad not w ilk d whe n from the tents behold 

A bevy of fair women riehly gay 

In gems and wanton dress , to the harp they sung 

Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on 


* Jabal Sec Cen iv 20 
2 Jubal See Gen iv 21 


8 TiiMI Clin Gon iv 22 
^ The descendants of Seth 
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The men, thont^h grave, eyed them, and let their eyes 
Eovc Without lem, till m the amorous net 
Fast ciught they liked, and e ich his liking chose 
And now of lo\ e they treat, till the ev ning star. 
Love 8 harbinger, appear d , then all in heat 
Ihey light the nuptiil torch and bid invoke 
Hymen then first to mainige iites invoked, 

With feist and music all tin tents lesound 
Such hippy mtcivicw md fan (\tnt 
Of love in d youth not lost son^s girlmds flow’rs, 
And (hiiming synifdionns attnh d the heart 
Of Adim soon int lined to idniit delight 
^J’lie b( nt of n ituu wliieli he thus expiess d 
Tiue opener of nune eyes prime angel bh ss d, 

Much better seems this vision and inoie hope 
Of ])eacetul di>s ]k)i tends than those two pist 
Those were ot liiU iiid death or pain much woise 
Htie 11 itmc hienis fnlhll d in all her ends 

'JV) whom thus Mieli lel ln<i„e not what is best 
By ph isure though to nituif stcmiiig meet 
Creitcd IS thou irt to iiobhi cuds 
Holy and puie conformity divine 
Those tents thou siw st so plcasmt, were the tents 
Of wickedness wheiem shill dwell his raee 
AVho s]( w his brotlier studious they appear 
Of nts that polish life inventors rare, 

Unmindful of their Maker though his Spirit 
Taught tliem but they his gifts acknowledged none 
Yet they a beauteous oflsjiring shall beget 
For that fair female tioup thou saw st that seem’d 
Of Goddesocs so blithe so smooth so gay, 

Yet empty of all good wherein consists 
Woman s domestic honour and chief praise , 

Bred only and completed to the taste 
Of lustAil appetence to sing to dance. 

To dress and troll the tongue, and roll the eye 
To these that sober race of men whose hves 
Religious titled them the sons of God, 

Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame 
Ignobly, to the trains and to the smiles 
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Of these fail atheists , and now swim in ,oy 
(Erelong to swim at large) a id laugh, for which 
Ihe woild eielong a woild of tsars must ^etp 
lo whom thus Adam ot short io> lx reft, 

O pity and shmic th it they who to h\» well 
Enter d so fair, should tuin isuh to tic id 
Piths oidmct or iii the inidwiy feint ^ 

Hut sTili I sec th( teuoi ot m in s woe 
Holds on the s nnc , fioni worn in to ])egm 
Fioin man. s efh nun ite slsehnc ss it hc^ins 
Said the angel, who should bettei hold his jilaee 
wisdom iud sujic nor gifts reu n ed 
But now prep Hi tlui toi inothc scene 
IT^ look d and s iw wich tcrntoiy spusd 
Bifor^ him towns ind laii il woil s hitween, 

( itic s ot men with lofty g itc s ind tow rs 

ron( nurse in arms he ice t icc s tiuc t ning war 

( lants of mighty hone ind bold cm prist 

P) t wield then arms ]>ut cuib the toiniing steed. 

Single or in arr ly ot b it tie r in god 

Both horse and toot noi idly must iiiig stood 

One w ly a band seleet fiom tonge drives 

A herd of heeecs t iir oxen and tiir kine 

From a fit meidow ground oj fleecy tlocl , 

Ewes inti their bleating lambs over the pi tin 
Thiir booty sc irce with life the shepherds fly 
But call in aid whnh makes a bloody tray 
"With cruel tourn iment the squ idions ]oin , 

Where cattle pastured late now sc after d lies 

With c ircasses ind inns th ens inguined held. 

Deserted Others to a city strong 

Lay K ( ge encamp d by battery scale and mine 

Assaulting , otheis from the wall defend 

M ith dart and lavelin, stones and sulphurous fire 

On each hand slaughter and gigantic deeds 

In other part the sceptred heralds call 

do council in the city gates anon 

Gray headed men and grave, with warnors mix’d. 

Assemble and harangues are heard, but soon 

In factious opposition , till at last 
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Of middle age one using * eminent 

In wise deport spake much of right and wiong 

Of justice, of religion truth iiid peace, 

And judgment from ihove him old and 'young 
t x])lod( d ind h id seized with viok iit InTids 
Had not a cloud disc ending sn itdiM him thence 
1 1 nsec 11 xmid the tluong hoviohnce 
I’loceidcd ind opjatssion ind sword law, 

I hiongh all the pi an m I rc fnge none was found 
\dam was ill in tears ind to his guide 
L irncnting turn d full s id, O’ \\h it are these 
1 )e ilh s rnaiisteis not men v ho thus dcil death 
Jnlairn inly to men and multiply 
^1 ( n 1 hous ind fold fho sm of him who sle w 
Ills biothei for of whom smh ni issure 
M il e the> hut of tin ir hie fine ii irn n of men ? 

But who w IS til it ]usf m in whom had not heav n 
Besein d h id in his righteousness heen lost ^ 

o whom fhus ]\li(hiel Mliese are the product 
Of tlios( ill 111 itid m images thou s iw bt , 

Wheic good with )>ul wete m itdi d, who of themselves 
Ahhor to )om , ind h'v im2)iudenec mix d 
Pioduce prodigious baths of body or mind 
Such were these gimts men of high leiiown 
For in those da-ys might only shall be admiied, 

And valour and heroic \irtiie cill d 
To oveicome in battle ind subdue 

itions, aid bring home s])oils with infinite 
Maiifelaugliti r di ill be held the highest pitch 
Of hum ai gloiy and for glory done 
Of triumph to bo styled gicit conquerors 
Patrons of manl ind Gods and sons of Gods 
Destroyers riglither call d md plagues of me n 
Thus fame shill be aehieied renown on eaitli, 

And wh it most merits lame in silence hid 

But he, the seventh from thee whom thou beheld’st 

The only nghteous in a woild perverse. 


’ Fnoch said to be of middle age only Jf*> years old a truddle age then 
bccaus be was t anslaiod when LC w<iS Gui v 2t> — Richard&ox 



PAH iDISE LOST 


343 


And therefore hated, therefore so beset 
With foes for danng sint?k to be jiist> 

And litter odious tioth tint God i^oiild come 
To judge them with his saints , him thp most High 
Wrjpt in i bilniy cloud with winged sheds 
Did as thou saw ’st rem^t to walk with God 
ITioh in sahalion and the dunes of bliss 
h xcnipt from de ith to show thee what rew ird 
Aw iits th< good, the rc ^t what punishment 
Whidi now due ft thine eyes and soon behold 

He look d and saw the face of things rpiitc changed, 
Tlu bi i/cn throat of war had ciased to loar , 

A-11 now w IS tuin d to joll ty and g line, 

To luxury and not feist and dance, 

M irrying oi prostituting as befdl 
Ti or adultuy while pissing f iir 
jVlhired them , tin n( o from cups to civil broils 
At length a revert nd sirc^ among tbim came, 

Ano ot tbiir doings groat didd t did ired. 

And testified against their wiys , Ik oft 
Treqninted their assemblus wheieso met 
Tiiurnphs or festivals and to them preach d 
Convtrsion and upentance, as to stuls 
In prison undei judgments imminent 
But all in viin which whin he saw he ceased 
CV)ntinding uid removed his tents far off 
Then from th( mountain hewing timber tall, 

Begin to build a vessel of huge bulk^ 

IVreasurtd by cubit kngth and bieadth and liighth, 
femear d imind with pitch, and in the side a, door 
Contrived, and of provisions laid in lirge 
For m"n and beast when lo a wonnei strange f 
Of every beast and bud, and insect small, 

Came sevens, and pans and entei’d in, as taught 
Their order last the sire and his three sons 
With their four wives , and God made fast the door 
Meanwhile the south wind rose, and, with black wings 


1 Noali Seel Peter ill 19 taken fiom Josephus Anttg Jtid lib i. 

3 Noah s removal to another land is c 3 
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Wide hovering all the clouds togethei drove 
Fiom under heav’n , the hills to their supply 
Vapour, and exhalation dusl^ and moist 
Sent up amain and now the thicken d sky 
Like a dark ceiling stood down rush d the ram 
Impetuous md continued till the caith 
No more was seen, the floating vessel swum 
Uplifted ind secure with heaked prow 
Node tilting o tr the wues ill dwellings else 
Flood overwhelm d and them with all their pomp 
T)( ep under water roll d , sei <;o\ er d sea. 

Sea without shore md m then palac€s 
Wheic luxury late reign d sea monsteis whelp d 
And stabled , of manl ind, so numerous 1 ite 
All left in one small bottom swum enib irk d 
How didst thou grieve then Ad im to lx hold 
flhe end of all thy oflspring end so sad, 
Depopulation ^ thee another flood 
Ot t(. Its md sorrow a flood thee also drown d 
And sunk thee as thy sons, till gtntly reard 
By the ingel on thy feet thou stood st at last 
hough comfortless as win n a f xther mourns 
ITis childion all in view dcstioy d at once, 

And sc tree to the angel utter dst thus thy plaint 
O visions ill forest eii ’ better had I 
Lived Ignorant of future so had borne 
IVly part of evil only etch day s lot 
Lnough to bear those now that were dispensed 
he bill den of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaming birth 
Abortive to toiment me ere their being, 

\V ith thought that they must be Let no man seek 
FTenceforth to be foretold what shall befall 
Him or his children , evil he may be sure, 

Which neither his foreknowing can prevent , 

And he the future evil shall no less 
In apprehension than in substance feel. 

Grievous to bear but that care now is past, 

Man IS not whom to warn , those few escaped 
Famine and anguish will at last consume 
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W iiid’nng that wat ry desert I had hope, 

When violence ceased and war on earth 

All would hd\e then gone 'wtll pe ice would ha\e crown d 

With length of happy da\s the i u e of m in , 

But I was far deceived for now I «eo 
Peace to coriupt no less thin war to waste 
JFfow f oin( & it thus ? uni old c('^( bti il guide. 

And whether htre'the raci of man will cud 

To whom thus Michatl Those whom la t thou sa\^ 

In triun)}>h and luxurious faith ne they 
hirst seen in acts of prow< ss eminent 
And gre it exploits hut of tine virtue void , 

Who having s])il] d miuh hlood ind done much wt i( 
Subduing nations and k hn ^ t d iheif by 
Fame m the world hi^h titles ind rich piey, 
h)hall ch ingc their eouist to p1( isnii eise ind sloth 
Surfeit and lust till wantonm ss and ]nide 
Baise out of fritndslup hostih deeds m ])eaee 
'Hu conquei d also and ensla\cd by war 
shall with then tieedom lost all \iitue lose 
And fear of God fi om wUom their pic ty feign d 
In sharp contest of bittle found no aid 
Against inviders theieloie cool d in zeal 
Theneefortli shill practise how to live secure 
Worldly or dissolute on what their lords 
Shall leave then to enjoy for the earth shill bear 
More than enough that temperance may be tried 
So all shall turn degenerate all depraved, 

Justice and temperance truth and faith forgot, 

One man except, the only son of light 
In a dark age against example good, 

Agaii st allurement, custom and a world 
Offended , feailess of reproach and scorn. 

Or violence he of their w leked ways 
Shall them admonish, and before them set 
The paths of righteousness how much more safe 
And full of peace, denouncing wrath to come 
On their impenitence , and shall return 
Of them derided, hut of God observed 
The onejust man ahve , by his command 
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Rhall build a wondious ark, as thou beheld’ st, 

1 o sTve liimself and household from amidst 
A wdrld devote to universal wreck 
No sooner he with them of man and beast 
Seket for lift shall in the aik be lodged 
And shelter d lound, but all the cat tracts 
Of hcav n set open on the earth shall pour 
If iin day and night ill fouiiiams of the deep 
Bioke up sh ill h( avo the oe< an to usurji 
Beyond ill bounds till inundation rise 
Above tilt highest hdls Ihcn shall this mount 
Of Pai idisc by might of waves be moved 
Out of his ])1 ite ])Ubh d by the horned flood 
With ill his \eidure spoil d, and tiecs idrift, 

Down tlu gicat rivii to the op iiing gulf 
And there take roof in islind salt and biro, 

^1 h( haunt of sells ind oies ind sea mews clang, 

'I o te i(h thee th it Ood ittributes to plaee 
No sanctity if none be thither bi ought 
By nun who there fieepunt or tkiein dwell 
And now what fuithei sh ill ensue behold 
Tie look d and biw tlu irl hull on the flood. 

Which now ihited feir the clouels were fled 
Diiv n by a ke en north wind, th it blowing diy 
Wrinkled the fice of deluge aa deeav’d , 

And the clear sun on his wide wat ry glass 
Ga/ed hot and of the fresh w ivc laigely drew, 

As liter thirst, which made their flowing shrink 

From standing lal e to trpiping ebb that st de 

With soft foot tow irds the ele ep who now had stoj p d 

His sluices IS the heav’n his windows shut 

The aik no more now floats but seems on ground 

Fast on the toj> of some high mountain fix d 

And now the tops of hills as rocks appear. 

With clamoui thence the rapid currents drive 
Towaids the retreating sea their %iious tide 
Forthwith from out the ark o raven flies. 

And after him, the surer messenger 
A dove , sent forth, once and again to spy 
Green tree or ground whereon his foot may light, 



PAE4DISB LO^T 

The second time let iirnmg, tn his bill 
jNn olive leaf he brings pat me sign 
Anon dry ground appeals, and from his ark 
The ancu it sire dcsoexxds with all his traan , 

Then vith uplifted hands md < yes d< x out, 

Gritef il to heav ii, over Las lu td beholds 
A dt\ V cloud and in the doud a bow 
( onspicuons with tl lec lisitd (olour^ g^y> 

I>etoV niuc, pt » o liom Cain and eo\ unit nexx 
AYlurcat the hcirt of Ad im tist so sid 
Greitly rtjoicecl and thus his joy bioke forth 
() thou who futiue things i inst rcpicsent 
As pi< sent, ht IV niy instnu tor 1 icMvi 
At this 1 1 t issuiid th it mill shall live 

Witli ill tin cr< ituu'- ind tluir &t ( d prt strvt 
Far less I now lament foi one wl oh woild 
Of wkI ed sons destroy d th ni 1 u jon e 
1 m one man found so jnrftct and so pist 
niixt (roD vouclisafts t<i laise anoflni world 
From him and all his inger to forgi t 
But s ly what nn an those colour d stred s m hca\ n 
Distended is the bi 'iw of Goo nppea ed ^ 

Or sene they as a How ry verge to bind 
The fluid si irts of that s mie wat ry i loud 
Lest it ig mi dissolve and show r the i irth ? 

To whom tin iichangd Dcxtiously thou aim t 
So willingly doth God limit His i^e, 

Though lite repenting Him of m in d(pra\efi 
Grieved it ITis heart win n lool mg down Hi s iw 
The whole eirth fill d with violence and ill fh s] 
Corinptmg each then way, ;yet those removid 
Such grace shill one just man find in His sight, 

Til at Ho relents, not to blot out manl ind 
And makes a covenant never to destroy 
The eartb agam by flood, nor let the sea 
Surpass his bounds, nor ram to drown the world 
With man therein or beast, but when he brings 
Over the earth a cloud, will therein set 
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His triple colour d bow wbeieon to lool, 

And call to mind his cov nant day and night, 

Seed time and harvest heat and hoai j frost, 

Shall hold their course, till fiic purge all things new. 
Both heav n and earth, wherein the just shall dwell 
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BOOK XII 

Thi- AH<HMIs.NT 


The anprel Mfchiol contimioR fn Ti) fl( xi to idalcwhit shall su ced then in 
the TBCiition ( f M li 1 1 iiius M dcKi es t( cxi)! an v^ho th it seed of the woni m 
shill be vihici \ M pomistd Ad irn an 1 ui tlu fall hi ineirnition deith 
resurrection aid iscei ion thestitoof the t iiui h till his seieiid eoiamts Ad un 
RTi itl\ itihfiid and ixcoinft rt( d 1 \ the t r litions and pioniise diseendsthi hill 
With Mifhat! n k ns tve wht iH tins while had slojit hut with gentle die mis 
e< niiioseii to (pu tiuss f nm d m 1 sul inissiou Ain hatl in eithei hand Ic uh Hum 
out of pan li the lu n swoi w iMiig beiiind then and the Cheiiibii 1 1 ikii t their 
stations to i,uaid the pi lee 


As one who in lub jouriH} bites it noon 

I hough ]>tnt on bpiod so here th archingd pmsed 
B( ttvixt the world destroy d and world lestorcd , 

II \dam uight ])crha])s might interpose 
'Ihtn with ti mbition bwfet new speech rcsuints 

1 hus thou hast seen oru woi Id begin iiid end 
And m in is from a second stoel proceed 
Much thou hast yet bet but I ptrceive 
TLhy riK it il si^ht to f iil obp cts divine 
Mubt ru eels impm iiid wt iiy hum in sense 
flencetoith wh it is to come 1 will lelatt 
lliou theiefoie give due luditnce and attind 
Jhis second souuc of men while yet but few, 

And while the dual of judgment past remains 
I rtsh in their minds feinng the JJtity 
With some regard to wIj it is -just and right 
Shall lead their lives and multiply ipace, 
Labouimg the soil, and reapmg plenteous crop, 
Corn, wine and oil , and from the herd, or flock, 

Oft sacnfieing bullock lamb or kid. 

With large wine offerings pour d and sacred feast, 
Shall spend their days m joy unblamed, and dwell 
Long time in peace by fimilies and tribes 
Under paternal rule , till one shall rise 
Of proud ambitious heart, who not content 
With fair equahty, fraternal state, 
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Will arrogate dominion undeserved 
Over Ins brethren, and quite dispossess 
Concoid and law of nature from the earth , 

Hunting and men not heists shall he his game, 
With wir and hostile siino such as refuse 
bulqection to his einpiic fyrinnous 
A mighty liuntei thence Ik shall he style d * 

Before the Lord as in despite of hea\ n 
Or fiom he i\ n elnming see ond sov leignty , 

And honi re helium shill derive his name 
Though of rehelliein otheis he accuse 
ITe with a eie w whom hi e nnihition joins 
With him e>r nndei liim to tyi inni/e, 

Mai clung from 1 den tow xids the west sh ill find 
d he pi iin wherein i hi lek bituminous guigt 
Jloils out fiom iindei giemnd the mouth of hell 
Of brick and of tint stuff they cast to huil(k«^ 

A e ity ind low r whose top nfay re ich to heav n, 
And get themselves a name, lest far disperst 
In foieign 1 inels then me nory he lost, 
llegaidless whether goeiei or cmI tamo 
But Gein, who oft descends to visit men 
Unseen and thremgh then li dutitions walks 
To milk their doings them beholding soon, 

Comes down to see then ciU eie the tower 
( Ihstruct He av n te>w rs ind in derision sets 
TJ])on their tongues a variems spirit to rase 
(Jiiite out then native language and instead 
d o sow a ] mghng noise of words unknown 
Forthwith a hideous gihhle uses loud 
Among the builders each to other calls 
Not understood, till hoaise and all in rage, 

A s mock’d they storm great laughter was in heav xi, 
And looking dow n, to see the hubbub strange 
And hear the dm, thus was the building left 


• Nimrod who is supposed to have 
been the first who assumed kindly 
povier Sot Ten x 9 
2 The name Nimrod i«t derived from a 
Hebrew word that signifies to lebel 


3 And it came to pass as they join 
neyed from the east that they found a 
plain in the land of Shinar And they 
had brick for stone and slime had they 
for morter Gen xi 2, Ac. 
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Eidiculous, ind the work C( r fusion* named 
Wheret/O thus Ad im disjileased 

O exbciable bon ^ so to ispiic 
Abo\c his bretnun to hiiusilt assuming 
\uthoiity usurj) d from C >i) not giv n 
II< g i\ ns only o\or 1st lish fowl 
Poi I ti( 11 ibsolnit, tint 11 ^ht W 4 hold 
Jiy Ills donation sndititu tilfiiiisflt 
Tvi <1 ill/ hum in bit fioin hiiinan iice 
But tins usurpi r his encro nh ii< iit pioiid 
htn s not on mm to (^od liis towci intends 
Sr_,( md JifiiTRC Wii tcln (I in in ’ wh it food 
A ill lu coiiM Y up thithci to sust iiii 
llimsth and his 1 ish ami) win k tliin iir 
\.bovc the clouds will jnne Ins ciiti nis gioss 
And famish lain of bi ith if not of hie id 

lo whom thus JMidind Justly thou ibhori st 
That son who on tlu qunt st lU of imn 
Such tioubb bioi L,ht lilc din^ to biibduo 
Rition il libeity , yit know with il, 

Sinoi thy original 1 ipsf tiuc lilxity 
Ib lost which ilwi)s with ii^^ht rca on dwdls 
Twinn d and from h< r hath no dividu il being 
Keason m m in obsc ui i d oi not obey’d, 

Immediiti ly inordin itc dc lies 

And upstirt passions catch the goieinmcnt 

Brom reason and to scivitude lediuc 

Man till then free ^dniefore since he permits 

Within himself unwoithy powers to reign 

Oier free reason, Goo in judgment ]U 8 t 

Subjects him from without to violent lords 

Who ofo as undtsirvedly enthral 

His ontward freedom Tyranny must be. 

Though to the tyrant thereby no excuse 
Tet sometimes nations will decline so low 
From virtue which is reason, that no wrong, 

But justice and some fatal curse annex d, 

Deprives them of their outward liberty. 


^ Babel signifies cof{fusion m Ue'jrcw 
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Tlieir inward lost witness the irreverent son 
Of him who built the ark, who for the shame 
Done to his f ither heard this heavy curse, 

/S'ti vaat of savmif^ on his vicious rice ^ 

Ihus will tins latte 1 as the former world, 

Still tend from bad to worse till God at lastp 
Wearied with their iniquities withdraw 
ITis prtstnee fiom among Ihom and avei*t 
Ills holy eyes resolving from thenoefoith 
lo leive Ihtni to their own jK)l]uted ways, 

And one 2 )oeuli ir nition to select 

Fiom ill till, lest of whom to ht mvol ed 

A iiition from one f iithfnl man* to spring 

Him on this side Lui)hrates yet residing 

Bled up ill idol woisliip * 0 that men 

(Caiist thou bolievi f) should be so stupid grown, 

AVhile } et the ]> itriareh lived who scaped the flood, 

As to foisike the living God and fall 

do worship till ir own work in wood and stone 

For Gods , ytt him God the most high vouchsafes 

'J o cill by vision fVorn his tathcr s house, 

Ills kindred ind false Gods into a land 

Whieli he will sliow him and fiom him will raise 

A mighty nation and upon him showd 

His bi nediction so that in his seed 

All nations shall be bkss d he straight obeys, 

Not knowing to what lind yet firm behevts 
I see him but thou ( inst not with what faith 
He le ives Ins Gods his friends and native soil, 

111 of Glialdia ]>assing now the ford 
To H Iran after him a cumbrous tram 
Of heids and flocks and numerous servitude 
Not wand iing poor but trusting all his wealth 
With God who call d him in a land unknown 
Canaan he now attains I see his tents 
Pitch d ibout Sechtm and the neighbouung plain 
Of Moieh , there by promise he leceives 


> Gon IX 22~Z^ represi nts the father t nd grandfather of 

* Abraham Abraham to have beencarveis of idols 

3 lerah Abrahams father was an idol lerah was bom lu Noahs lifetime 
ater SeeJosh xxiv 2 Jewish tradition 
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Gift to his progeny ot all iliai lond , 

From Hamath northv\'ird to the dt seit M>nth 
Things by thoirnanns 1 co^ll -though >ct niiamed 
From Heimon east to the it ^v( rii so i 
Mount FTcrmon >(nd(i tafh place b( held 
In j^)ro‘'>‘ ct as T i ouit them ou the shore 
Mount 1 rmel Inic flu donllc fonnted stream 
Jordin fine limit castw ii<i * ut hiv *3(ms 
Shih (lnt1l to Scnir that lorn iidge of lulls 
This pond< r that ill nations of the earth 
ShaH in his se( <1 b( bh ss( d by that seed 
Is me mt th-^ gre it Filmrci wiio hill bnnse 
Tht serpent s h( id wlicreol to thee anon 
Plainln r di ill be i(\f il d I bis jiiiiiiitli bless d, 
Whom faithful Abiah ini duo time sh ill c ill 
A son ind of his son a ^riiuhhild h i-ses, 

Like him in faith la wisdom xnd roiiosvn 

The grand< laid withtwcUc sons iiiei( ased departs 

Fron C in iin to n 1 ind heu after c ill d 

Ig^lit dividtd by tin rivci Nile 

Sec where it flows disgorging at seven mouths 

Into the sea 'J o sojoiu n in th it land 

H( conies invited by i youiifrei sou 

In time of de irtli \ son wliose worthy deeds 

Baisc him to be the second in thit i cairn 

Of Pharaoh there he dies ind leives his lace 

Growing into a nation ind now grown 

Suspected to a sequent king who seeks 

To stop their ovcrgiowth as inni ite guests 

Too numerous wh< nee of guests he niaki s them sL 

Inhospitably, and kills their infant ni iks 

Till by tw > brethren (those two brethren call 

Moseo and Aaron) sent from Gon to claim 

His people fiom enthralment they return 

With glory and spoil back to their promised land 

But first the lawless tyrant who denies 

To know their Got) or message to regard. 

Must be compell d by signs and judgments dire , 

To blood unshed the nvers must be turn’d 
Frogs, lice, and flies, must all his palace fill 
With loath’d intrusion, and fill all the land , 
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His cattle must of rot and murrain die , 

Blotcheb and bl iins must all his flesh imboss. 

And all his people , thunder mix’d with hail, 

Hail mix’d with fire must rend the Egyptian sky, 
And whe el on the earth, devouring where it rolls , 
What it devours not herb or Iruit, or giain, 

A darksome cloud of locusts swarming down 
Must cat, and on the ground leive nothing green 
Darkness must overshadow all his bounds. 

Palpable darkness and blot out three days 
Last with one midnight stroke all the first born 
Of Egypt must he dead d hus with ten wounds 
This riv Cl dragon ' tamed it length submits 
To let his sojourner b d(.])iit and oft 
Humbk s his stubborn heart but still as ice 
More h irden d after thdw, till in his rage 
Pui suing whom he lite dismiss d the sea 
Swallows him with hib host but them lets pass 
As on dry land between two erystal walls, 

Awed by the lod of Moses so to stand 
Divided till his rescued gain thtir shore 
Such wondrous jiower God to his saint will lend, 
Though present m His ang( 1, who shall go 
Before them in a cloud and p liar of fire. 

By day a cloud, by night a pillar of fire 
To guide them in their journey and remove 
Behind them, whde the obdurate king pursues 
All night ho will pursue, but his approach 
D irkness defends between till morning watch , 
Then through the fiery pill ir and the cloud 
Goi) looking forth will trouble all his host. 

And craze their chariot wheels when by command 
Moses once more his jiotent rod extends 
Over tlie sea , the sea his rod obeys , 

On their imbattled ranks the waves return 
And overwhelm their war The race elect 
Safe towards Canaan from the shore advance 
Through the wild Desert, not the leadiest way, 
Lest ent’nng on the Canaanite alarm’d 


1 An allusion to the crocodile the Pharoah the great dragon that lieth m 
Slgyptian animal Emkiel also styles the midst of his rivers ” 
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War terrify them imxpeit, and fear 

E/etnrn ihem back to l^gypt ch losing rather 

Inglorious life with senitude loi life 

To nnljib and ignoble is more swcit 

Untram’d in arms when: nshnr ss leads not on 

This al ^ shall they g an b)/ tin ir delay 

In tlic \\ d« wildt 1 ness thcic tlicv sh dl found 

Fheir c rnmenit and th ii gicat stn ite t. hoobc 

d hi o i^ii iiiL twch c tribes to rule by 1 iws onlam d 

froiJ from the mount ol Sin ii whose gray top 

Sliall ticmbh I1‘ (kseendmg will Himsclt 

In thundn lightning ukI loud t'*nmptts HOund 

( )i dam iht m 1 iw s part such as ajipertam 

lo cnil justice pirl rthgioiis rites 

Of sacnhcc infoiming them l)y types 

And sliidowR of tint destined sieel to bruise 

The serpent by whit nn nis He shill icliievo 

^Afanl irid s deliver nice But the voice ot Goi) 

I o inert il eii is die idtul they beseech 
Tint Moses mi^ht report to then ITis will 
And terror ec isc He griiits what they besought 
Insti luted tbit to God is no access 
Without liiediitor whose high office now 
Moses m figure be irs to introduce 
One gi eater of whose day he shall forotel 
\rid ill tilt pioplu ts in their age the times 
^ )f grest Messnh shall sing T hus 1 iws and iites 
Tstablish d, such delight hath God in men 
Obedient to His will that He vouebsafeB 
Vmong them to- set up Ihs tabernac le 
riie HeV One with mortil men to dwell 
B> His p esciipt a sanctuaiy is framed 
Of cedar, overlaid with gold therein 
An ark and in the ark His testimony 
The reeoids of His (o\ nant, over these 
A mercy seat of gold between the wings 
Of two bright Cherubim before Him bum 
Seven lamps as in a zodiac representing 
The hea\ nly fires , over the tent a cloud 
Shall rest by day, a hery gleam by night. 
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Save when they journey, and at length they come 
Conducted by His angel to the land 
Promised to Abraham and his seed The rest 
Were long to ttll, how many battles fought 
How many kings d( stroy d and kingdoms won , 

Or how the sun sh ill in mid heav n stand still 
A day entire and night s due course adjourn, 

Man swoice commanding — Sun in Gibeon stand. 

And thou moon in the ’lale of Aialon, 

Till Israel overcome, — so call the third 
From Abraham son of Is lac, and from nim 
His whole descent who thus shill Csnam win 
Here Adam interiiosed O sent from heav’n, 
Enlightener of my dirkness gracious 1 lungs 
Thou hawt reveal d those chnfly which concern 
Just Abraham and his seed now first I find 
Mine eyes tine oji ning and my heirt much eased 
Ere while perplex d with thoughts what would become 
Of me and all mankind but now I see 
His day in whom ill nitions sholl be bless d 
Favour unnienti d by me who sought 
Forbidden 1 nowledge by forbidden means 
This yet I apprehe nd not why to those 
Among T\hom Goo will deign to dwell on earth 
8o many and so v irious 1 iws aic giv n 
So many laws argue so miny sins 
Among them how cm God with such reside? 

'lo whom Ihus Miehiel Doubt not but that sm 
Will reign nmong them, as of thee begot 
And there foie was low given them to evince 
Their natural pravity by stiri mg up 
Sm agimst law to fight , that when they see 
L iw can discover siu but not remove, 

Save by those shadowy expiations weak, 

The blood of bulls and goats they may conclude 
Some blood more precious must be paid for man, 

Just for unjust, that m such iighteousness 
To them by faitb imputed they may find 
Justification towards God, and peace 
Of consciencife, which the law by ceremonies 
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Cannoiy appease, iior mm tlie morji part 

P< ifojrm ani not pcrfurmiti^^ cannot ii\e 

So 1 w appears imperfect ind but giv^n 

With puipose to resign them lu lull time 

Up toe better coven uit oibciphiied 

Proia si adowy t} pes to tiuth fioin tlcsh to spirit, 

From imposition of stm t luiv^ to tree 

of laigegrnc tioin strvilc fear 
To filial woikb of Jaw to woiks of faith 
And tliirefoie shall not Mos«.s though of Go« 
Highly bclov<d being but tbe minister 
Of law his people inte» ( an x in led , 

But JoshiJi IV horn the Gentiles Tesns cill 
His 11 ime and office btaimg who shill quell 
The advers iiy s( rperit ind bring back 
Through thi world s wilderiieBs long wander d man 
S i^e to efernal p iradi t of rest 
Me in while they ni their eaithly C xnaan j)liced 
Long time shall dwell and pro‘-oer but when bins 
Nation il interrupt their public peace 
Provoking God to ruse them enemieb. 

From whom as oft He saves them penitent* 
judges first, then nnder kings , of whom 
The second both for jaety renown’d 
And puibsant deeds a pioniisc shall receive 
Irn voe ibh th it his reg il throne 
For ever shall eiidui# the hke shall smg 
All prophesy that of the loyal stock 
Of David bo I name this king shall nse 
A son the woman s seed to thee foretold 
Foretolu to Abraham as in whom shall trust 
All nations and to kings foretold, of kings 
The last for of his reign shall be no end 
But first a long succession must ensue. 

And his next son for wealth and wisdom famed, 
The clouded ark of God, till then in tents 
Wand ring, shall in a glonoas temple enshrine 
Such follow him, as shall be register’d 
Part good, part bad, of bad the longer scroll , 
Whose foul idolatries, and other faults 
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Heap’d to the popular sum will so incense 

God as to leave them, and expose then land 

Their city His temple, and His Holy ark 

With all His sacrtd things, a scorn and piey 

To that pioud city, whose higli walls thou saw st 

Left in confusion, Babylon thence call’d 

There in captivity He Ic ts them dwell 

The space of seventy yeirs then bungs them back 

Kemcmb iing moicy and His cov niiit sworn 

To David btablish d is the days of heav n 

Return d from B ibylon by leave of kings 

Their lords, whom Gun disposed the house of God 

They first re edify ind for a while 

Tn mean estate live moe'Vritt till grown 

In wealth and multitude fictions they giow 

But first among the priests dissension springs,* 

Men who attend the iltar and should most 

Endeavour peace then stiife jxdlution brings 

Upon the temple itself xt last they seize 

The sceptre and icgaid not David s sons * 

Then lose it to i sir inger ^ th it the true 
Anointed king Me ^si ih might ]>e bom 
Barrd of his right, yet at Ins birth d stir 
Unseen be foie in heav ii proclxims him come, 

And guides the eastern siges who inqunc 
His place to offer incense myrrh and gold 
His place of birth a solemn ingel tells 
To simple shepherds keeping watch by night, 

They gl idly thither haste, and by a choir 
Of squadron d angels hear his carol sung 
A virgin is his mother, but his sire 
The power of the Most High , he shall ascend 


1 lln murder of Tostis or T sbua m 
the Temple by hi*; brother Tohii the 
h%h priest IS pciliaps alluded to here 
Basfoas the generil of Ailaxorxess 
irmy had promised to procure Jesus 
the high pnesthood In cgnfideiuo of 
the Pei Sian s support Tesus insulted his 
brother in the Temple and so wovoked 
him that the 1 itter slew him Thus the 
Temple was polluted by fratricide com 
mitted by the high priest himself ITio 
old commentators suppose however 


that the passage alludes to the quarrels 
beti\een Jason and Menelaus for tho 
high pnesthood which led to the pro 
fauation of the Temple by Antiochus 
Epiphancs 

J Ajistobulus a Maccabee o Asmo 
nean erettod the theocratic r public of 
the Jews into a kingdom 4S1 years after 
the return from the Babylonian cap 
tivity 

® Herod an Idumean or Edomite 
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The throne hereditai^ and bound his reign 
With earth s wide bounds his glorv with the heav’ns ' 
He ceased diademing \dtim with sucii )oy 
Surcharged as hid like giiet l)(<u dtwd m teais 
Without thf ^ent ot \\or<ls which these he bieathed 
O prophet of ^li<i tidinjLs finisher 
Of utmost hope ’ now tJ< ir T understand 
What oft niy stt idlest thoughts have seiidid in \ain 
Why our great expectition anouid 1h c ill d 
The seed ot worn lu Virgin Mother h ill 
High in the love ot ht i\ n yi t from my loins 
Thou sh lit pircccd and tioni thy woiiil) tin Sou 
Of CtOI most higli so Ooi* with niin unites 
Needs must the strpeni now liis cipital briiiae 
Expect with moil il piin win u and win n 

Their fight wh it stiol e sh ill bruisi the \icior s heel 
To whom thus Mieh lel Dieuu not of tlun fight 
As ot i duel or flu loc il wounds 
Of head or heel not time t(>re loins the Son 
Manhood to Godin ad with more stiength to foil 
Thy eiumy , nor so is overcome 
Satan whose t ill from he iv n a deadln r bi uise, 
Disabled not to give thee tliy deitlds wound 
Whieh He, who eoiin s thy Saviour sh ill recure 
Not by destroy Satan but his worl s 
In thee and in thy seed noi can this be 
But by fulhlliiig tha^ which thou didst want 
Obedunce to the 1 iw cf Gon imposed 
On penalty of deith and suftiriiig death, 

The penalty to thy transgression due 
And dm to theirs whieh out ot thine will grow 
So only can high justice rest appaid 
The law of God exact He shall fulfil, 

Both by obedience and by love, though love 
Alone fulfil the lew, thy punishment 
He shall endure by coming in the flesh 
To a reproachful life and cursed death 
Proclaiming life to all who shall believe 


Fsalni il 8 Isaiah ix 7 Zech tx 9 
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In Plib redemption , and that His obedience 
Imputed becomes theirs by faith His merits 
To save them not their own (though legal) works 
lor tins Jle shall live hated be blasphemed, 

Seized on by force, -judged md to death condemn d 
A bii irruful and iccursed nail d to the cross 
By Ills own nation slim for bunging life 
But to the cross He nails thy enemies 
'Ihe 1 iw th jt IS -igiinst tine ind the sms 
Of all luaiil Hid with Him there crueified 
Never to hint them moie who rightly trust 
In this Ills s itislaction so He dies 
But soon revives de ith ovti Him no power 
Sh ill long usnip, ere the tlnrd d iwning light 
Kctuiii the stirs of morn shall see Him rise 
Out of Ills grave fri sh is the dawning light 
Thy ransom paid winch ni in from deith redeems. 

Ills death for m in is ni my as offer d life 

Neglect not tnd the benefit embrace 

By faith not void of voil s This godlike act 

Annuls thy doom the death thou shouldst have died. 

In sin for ever lost from life this ict 

Shall bruise the held of 8 it an crush Ins strength, 

I)( fe itiiig sin and de ith his two mam arras 
And fix far deeper in liis head their stings, 

Th 111 temporil dc ith shall bruise the victor s heel. 

Or theirs whom lie redet ms a death like sleep 

A gentle wafting to i nmort il life 

Nor iftei resurrection shall He stay 

Loni^er on eaith than ceitain times to appear 

To His diHCi]>les men who in llis life 

fetill follow d Iliin , to them shall leave in charge 

To te jch all nations what of Him they leam’d 

And His salv ition , them who shall believe 

Baptizing in the profluent stream the sign 

Oi washing them from guilt of sm to hfe 

Pure and in mind piepaied if so befall, 

For death hke tliat which the redeemer died 
All nations they shall teach for from that day 
Not only to the sons of Abraham’s loins 
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Salvation "sli all be preach’d, but to the sons 
Of Abraham s taith wherc^ er throug'h the world 
So in lus seed all nations sh ill bt bless d 
1 hen to the he iv n of hea\ ns He sliall ascend 
ith victory tiiumjdiin^ ihioiip^h the air 
Over His loes an<l thine tin r< sh ill surfirise 
7h( serpent prince of an ami dr if, m chains 
1 hiongh ill his it ilni an J tlieu eoniounded leive, 
Then t nlcr into f^lory and resume 
His scat it Gim s ri^dit hand exalted high 
Abo\e ill n nm. in heiv u , and thence shall come, 
’*\heu this -world s dissolution shall be ripe 
With glory and ])Ow< r to pi<lg( both quiek and dead, 
To )ndgt th lint nthtul dead but to reward 
Ills f uthtul and rtcei\t tl tm into blis^ 

Whethti in ht »\ u or e irth tor tlien the earth 
Sliall all be piradise tai happier jilne 
Than this ot ILeh n ind t ii li i])piei daj s 

So sjiakc the Arehingd Miehiel then paused. 

As it the woild s great [iciiod and our sire 
He] itte witli loy and wonder thus i< ])lied 
O goodness inhnite goodness immense^ 

That all this good of evil shall jiroduet 

And evil turn to good more w onde if ul 

’ll! n that winch by ere ition first brought fenth 

Light out of d irl ness ’ full of doubt I stand, 

Whether I should lepent me now of sin 

By me done ind oce ision d oi lejoice 

Much more tint luiieh moic good tl oieof shall spimg 

To Gon more glorv more good will to rne n 

From Got> ind o\ei wr ith grace shill ibound 

But say, if our Deliverer up to heav’n 

Must reascend what will betide the few 

His fait iful, left irnong th i ntaithful herd. 

The enemies of truth ? who then shall guide 

His people, who defend ? will they not deal 

Worse with His followers than with Him they dealt? 

Be sure they will, said the angel , but from heav’n 
He to His own a Comforter will send 
The promise of the Fathei, who shall dwell 
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His spirit within them, and the law of faith 
Working through love upon their hearts shall write 
To guide them in all tiuth and also arm 
With spirituil armour, ahk to itsist 
S itan’s assaults, and que nch liis fiery darts. 

What m m can do ig im«it tin m not afraid. 

Though to the deith ig iinst siidi cruelties 
With inw ml consol itions r( eomptnsed, 

And olt supported so as shall luiizf 
M lu ir pioud< st ptrsec utois foi 4:he Spirit 
I*ourd fust on his ojKistlcs whom he sends 
T o cvangilize the ii it ions then on all 
Baptized sh ill them with wonelrous gifts indue, 
o speak ill tongues and do all mi rides, 

As diel then Lorel befinc tliem Ihus they wm 

Gieat numbeis of cieh n itioii to lecene 

With joy the tidings In ought liom hcav’n at length 

Then ministry perform el, uid lace well run 

Their eloctrme and their stenj wiitten left, 

They die , but in their room as they foie warn 
Wedves shill succecel fen teacheis grievous wohes, 
Who ill the sacred mysteries of he av n 
To then own vile idvinti^cs '^llall turn 
Of lucre and imbitioii ind the tiuth 
With su[)erstitions ind tiaditions taint, 

Left only m those written recoids j^ure, 
d hough not but by the Spirit uneiei stood 
'rhen shall they seek to ivail themselves of names 
Places and titles, and with these to ]oin 
Secular power though feigning still to act 
By simitiiil, to themselves appi opriating 
The Spirit of God, promised alike and giv’n 
To all believers , and from that pretence 
Spiritual laws hy carnal powers sh ill force 
On every conseience , laws which none sh ill find 
Left them mrolPd, or what the Spint within 
Shall on the heart engrave What will they then 
But force the Spirit -of Graae itself and bind 
His consort Liberty ? what, but unbuild 
His living temples, built by faith to stand, 
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Their own faith not another’s ? for on earth 

Who against faith and conscience can bo heard 

Infallible ? yet many will prefenme 

Whence heavy peisecntioii shall arise 

On all who m the worship perseveie 

Of spirit and truth the rest fir gi cater ])j}rt 

Will deem in outward ntes nid specious forms 

Religion satisfied, tiuth shall retiic 

Bestuck With slanderous diits uid woiks of faith 

Rarely be found so sh ill th< woild go on 

To good iitahguant to bad men lienigii 

Undei her own wtight gioiiiing nil the daj 

Appear of respiiation io the ]nsi 

And ngeaiice to the wn ked it 1 1 tui n 

Of Him so latel;y promised to thy iid 

The woman s seed obscuicly then tontohl 

Now ainphor known thy Si^ lour ind thy Loid 

Last in the clouds trom he i\ n to be rc\ c il d 

In glory of the Father, to dissolve 

Satin ith his pervtited vv orld then ruse 

Fiom the conflagrant miss juirged and ic fined, 

Newheavns, new e irth ages of endless date 

f ounded in ii^hteousness ind peac42 and love. 

To bring forth fruits ]oy and eternal bh': 

He ended, and thus Adam list rejdud 
How soon h itli thy predietion, Seei bh ss d 
Measured this tiansient woild the rice of time, 

Till time stand fix d ’ beyond is all abyss, 

Lternity whose end no eve can reich 
Greatly instructid I sh ill hence depart 
Greatly in peace of thought, and h ive my fill 
Of knowledge, what this vessel can contain , 
Beyond v*»^hich was my folly to aspire 
Henceforth I learn that to obey is best, 

And love with fear the only God, to walk 
As in His presence ever to observe 
His providence and on Him sole depend, 

Merciful over all His works with good 
Still overcoming evil , and by small 
Accomplismng gr'^at things, by things deem’d weak 
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Subverting worldly stiong and worldly wise 
By simply meek , that suffering for truth’s sake 
Is fortitude to highest victory. 

And to the f iithful dtath the gate of life. 

Taught this by His example whom I now 
Acknowledge my Ittdcenur ever bkss d 
To whom thus also th angel last ii])licd 
This h ing 1( arn d thou h ist ittain d the sum 
Of wisdom hope no highei though all the stars 
''Ihou 1 new st by n iiiu and ill th ethereal poweis, 
All secrets of the deep all naluic s works 
Or woiks of God in lieav ii, air earth or sea. 

And ill th( riches of this world enjoy dst, 

And all the inle, one cmi>iie, only add 

IJ( eels to thy knowledge answerable idd faith. 

Add virtue, jiatience temper nice idd love 
By name to come call d charity, the soul 
Of all the rest then wilt thou not be loth 
To leivc this jiiradise but shaft possess 
A pai idisc within thee hajijuer far 
Let us descend now therefore flora this top 
Of speculation, foi fhe hour jneeise 
Lxicts our j)artmg hence, and see the guards, 

By nio encamp d on yondei hill, expect 
Their motion at whose front a flaming sword 
In signal of remove waves hercely round, 

We may no longer stay go wiken Eve, 

Her also 1 with gentle drerms have calm d 
Porf ending good ind all her spiiits composed 
To meek submission thou at season fit 
Let he 1 with thee partake what thuu hr^st heard 
Chiefly whit may concern her faith to know, 

The great deliverance by her seed to come, 
h or by the woman s seed, on all mankind 
That ye may live, which will be many days. 

Both in one faith unanimous, though sad 
With cause for evils past , yet much more cheei’d 
With meditation on the happy end 

He ended, and they both descend the hiH 
Descended, Adam to the bovver wheie Eve 
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Lay sleeping, lan before, but found her waked , 

And thus with words not sad sh^ him rtccived 

Whence thou return st and whitlu r woiit’st, I know , 
Foi Goi) IS also in sleep and dreams idvine 
"W hieh He hath sent projutious some gi< at good 
Picsiging since with soirow and luait m distress 
A\ eaiicd 1 fell asleep but now h id on 
In me is no d» 1 13. with thee to <**0 
T to st ly here without thte heie io stay 
Is to go hence unwilling thou h> ne 
\it nP things uiidtr he i\ n, all ]>] u es thou, 

W Vio for my wilful ciiiiu ut banish d hence 
*^11 18 further consol ill n Ad secure 
J carr;) henee ihoii^l) ih 1 j me is lost 
^Ueh favoui 1 un wen thy im vonehsittd 
Ba me the Ihoniiscd 'seed shill ill restore 

spake our niotlnr 1 \e iiid Adim heard 
^\cll pleased but answci d ne>t toi now too nigh 
Th Arc] angel stood anel fiom the other hill 
To their ^ x d st ition all in bright arny 
The Cherubim descende d on the ground 
Gileling mcteoious as e v iiing mist 
Kih n from a river o ei the m iii^h ’ glides, 

And gathcis ground fist it the lalxiun 1 s lied 
Homeward le turning High 111 fionf idv meed 
The brindish d sword of God hefoic them blazed 
Ficice as a comet , wliuh vith tonid heat, 

Anei vapour as the Liby m air ulud 
Began to pircli tint temjieiate clime Avhrrcat 
In either hand the hist ning nigel c lught 
Our hug ring parents xnd to the exbtein gate 
Led them direct and down the cliff as f ist 
To the sul]t ted plain, then disappear d 
They looking back all the eastern bide beheld 
Of Paradise, so late their happy se it 
W aved over by that tlammg bi ind the gate 
With dreadful faces throng d ana her}? arms 


1 An olJ ^oid for niarah 
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Some natural tears they dropp'd, but wiped them soon, 
The world was all before them, where to choose 
Their place of rest, and Providence their guide 
They hand in hand with wand’rmg steps and slow, 
Ihiough Lden took their solitary way 



Thc% hand in hand with wand ring steps and slow 
7 hroujjh Eden took their solitary was ^ — p 366 




BOOK i 

T, w HO erewKile the h^ippy garden sung, 

B;y one man s disohtdienr lost now sing 
Bt cover d Paradise to ill mankind 
Bj one man s firm obediemi fully trud 
Through dl temid ition iiul the tempter foil d 
In all his wiles defentid and repulsed 
And h den raised in the w iste v ildtim ss 
Ih u Spirit who led st this glorious Eremite 
Into the d( sert His victoiious field, 

Against the spiritu il foe ind hrought’st Him thence 
By proof the undoubted Son of God inspire, 

As thou art wouf my prompted song else mute 
And be 11 tlirougli liighth or diptli of natuic^ bounds 
With ])ros])(rous 'wiiig full summ’d * to tell of deeds 
Abo\e heioic though in secret done, 

And uni c corded left through many an age 
Worthy t have not remain d so long unsung 
How had the gie Pi oc lamer ^ with a voice 
Moie awful than the sound of trumpet cried 
Bepentance and heave n s kingdom nigh at hand 
lo a4 baptized to his great baptism flock d 
With we the regiems round and with them came 
From J^^azareth the Son of Joseph deem d 
To the flood Jordan, came, as then obscure, 

Ijnmark d unknown , but Him the Baptist soon 
Descried divinely warn’d and witness bore 
As to lu8 worthier, and would have resign’d 


* Full feathered a term need m falconry 


^ John the Baptist 
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To him his heavenly office, nor was long 
Ills witness tinconfarm d on Him baptized 
Ileav n open d xnd in likeness of a dove 
The Spiiit descended while the I ather s voice 
Fiom heav n pronounced Tlim IJis beloved Son 
^J’h it heard the idvcrsary, who loving still 
About file world at that assembly timed 
Would not be last and with tin voiec divine 
Nigh thunder stiuek th exilic d M in to whom 
Such high ittcsi wis giv n a while survey d 
With wonder then vviih envy fiaught and lagc 
Flies to his plic( nor icsts but in mid iir 
To council summons ill his mighty peers 
Within thick clouds ind dark ten fold involved 
A gloomy consistory ind tlicm imidst 
With lool s ighast ind sad he thus bespake 
O ancient Poweis of iir* and this wide world, 

For much inoie willingly I mention air 
This our old compiest thm icmember Hell, 

Oui lilted habit ition well we 1 now 
How niiny agts as the yens of men, 

This universe we h ivc posse st and luled 
In m inner at oui will tli uff iirs of caith, 

Since Ad im and liis fu ilc eonsort Fve 

Host Paiadisc deceived by me though since 

"With dread attending when tint fatal wound 

bhall be iiillKted by the. seed of Eve 

U])on my he id , long the decrees of heav n 

Heliy foi longest time to Him is short 

And now too soon for us the circling hours 

71iis dieaded time have cornpast wherein vve 

Must bide the stroke of that long threaten d wound, 

At least it so we can ind by tlie head 

Bioken be not intended ill our power 

To be infiinged our freedom and our being, 

In tins fair empire won of earth and air 
For this ill news I bung, the woman s seed. 

Destined to this, is late of woman born , 


‘ See Ephes li 2 vi 12 
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His birth to our ]nst fekr gave no small cause, 

But Ins growth now to youti> s full flow r, displaying 
VII virtue grace and wisdom to achieve 
Ihi igs highest greatest niultiplits my ftai 
Hefoic him a great jirophet to proclaim 
Ills coming IS suit harbinger who all 
Incite md in the consecrated stream 
PrtUud', to wish off sill nid fit tliem so 
J^iirifw d to rce< i\c Hun jmre or rither 
Tc di Him honoui as then king ill come 
\iid He llimsf If among them was baptized, 

V t tin TK c to b< more pure but to rect ive 
'I in testimony of he u n that who He is 
I hence forth the nitions m ly not doubt 1 siw 
'Hie piojihet do him rtveienee on Him, rising 
Out of the witei he iv n alxne the clouds 
I lifold her er}stal eloois thence on His head 
A perfect do\e descend whate tr it meant 
An 1 out of heav ii the senercign \oice I hear, 

• — Ibis is my 'sou beloved, in Him am please el 
Ills mother then is mortil but His eire 
He who obtains the mon iiehy of heav n , 

A ml wh it will He not do te) idvanco Ills Son P 
His fust begot we 1 now ind sore have felt 
AVhen His tieice thunder diovc us to the deep 
AYho this IS we must leirn,' for man He seems 
In all Ills line urn nts though in his face 
The glmipsch of His I ather s glory shine 
Ye see our dsngei i i the utmost edge 
Of haz lid which admits no long deb ite, 

But must with something sudden be opposed, 

Hot force but well couch d fraud well woven snaies, 
I re in the head of nations He appear 
Iheir king their leader and supreme on earth 
I when no other durst sole undertook 
The dismal expedition to find out 


• Miltons Idea that Satan did not who believed that the devil did net 

know that the wondrous Man baptized recognize in mrrtal form the Boii tf 

was the Messiah originated probably God — Fro7H Newton 

by the opinions of Ignatius Btzu &c 


B JJ 
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And mm Adam, and the exploit perform’d 
Successfully , a calmer voyage now 
Will waft me , and the way found prosp rous once 
Induces best to hope ot like success 

He ended and Ins words inijiression left 
Of much ama/emciit to th infernal crew, 

Disti acted and suipiised with deep dismay 
At these sad tidings , but no time v as then 
For long indulgence to their feais or gnef 
Unanimous they ill commit the care 
And management of this m iin enterpriso 
To him their greit dntxtor whose aftempt 
At fust igiinst mankind so well h id thiived 
In Ad im 8 ovcithiow and led then maich 
From lull s deep vaulted den to dwell in light, 

Kc gents and j)otc iitates md kings }'Ca god9 
Of many a ideisaiif ic ilm md piovince wide 
bo to the (oist of Jordan he directs 
Jlis easy stcj)s glided with sniky wiles,' 

Wheie he might hi ehcbt find tins new declared 
This mill of men attested Son of Goi), 

Temptation and all c,nile on Him to try, 
bo to subvert whom lu siispceted i used 
dk) end his reign on e irfch so long enjoy d 
But contiary iin wee ting he fullill d 
Tlie imiposed counsel pre oid an d and fixt 
Of the most High who m full frecpicnee blight 
Of angelb, thus to Gabriel smiling sjiake 
Gabriel, tins diy by proof thou sh ilt behold. 

Thou and all angels convers int on earth 
With m in or men’s iff an s, how I begin 
To verify that solemn message late, 

On whieh 1 sent thee to the virgin pure 
In G ililee that she should bear a son 
Great in renown, and call d the Son of God , 

Thou told’st hei, doubting bow these things could he 


I Alhidiiiii? to tho hibita of pretuidod * The rabbis say that Gabiiel was 1 
Borcti ers who wore a girdle of snake s angel of mercy Michael of j istice 

Bkin PsiwTON Milton also alluded to J'lom Newton 
the temiitatioii of Bve 
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To her a virgin, that on In i should come 

T he Holy Ghost ana the po\\ or of the Highest 

C' ershadow her this man horr and now up grown, 

1o show him worthy of 3u«t birth dn iiu 

Ana hi predi* tion hencefoitli 1 expose 

ho Satan , let him teinj^t ind now assay 

His lit] lost subtlet} 1 h e uisc 1 e hoists 

And \ mats ot Ins L»reit cunning to the throng 

t)t Ills ajiostasy hi miglit h vc It lint 

Less CM rw ei ning sim t he t til d in Job, 

Whose const int jicrstverancc ovcicaino 

Wh ite I r his erm I m ilice could invent 

Tfc now sh ill know I c in , rodue^ i man 

Of fcniile seed tar iblei to r< sibt 

All his solicitations and at length 

All hife vast toici and diivi him back to hell 

Winning by con([uest wh it tin hist man lost 

Byfillaey snrpiised But hrst 1 mean 

ho xercise him m the wilderness, 

h here he shall hr>t 1 ly down the ludiments 

Of his great wirf nc ere 1 sen 1 him forth 

ho conqucjr sin aud de ith, the two grand foes 

By humiliation ind strong sutler inie 

His weakness shall oeicorne sitanie sticngth 

And all the world and mass ot sintnl flesh, 

That all the angels ind ethereal powc rs. 

They now and me n here tftc r m ly discern 
From whit consummate \iitue 1 hive chose 
This perteet man, b}'^ merit c ill d my son. 

To earn salvation for the sons ot men 

So spake th eternal Fathei, and all heav’n 
Adm ring stood a space ilitn into hymns 
Burst lorth and in cehstnl measures moved. 
Circling the throne and singing while the hand 
Sung" with the voice, and this the argument 
Victory and triumph to the Son of God, 

Now enFnng his great duel, not of arms. 

But to vanquish by wisdom hellish wiles 
The Father knows the Son , therefore secure 
Ventures His filial virtue, though untried. 
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Against whate’er may tempt, whatever seduce. 

Allure or temfy, or undermine 
Be frustrate all ye stiatagems of hell, 

And devilish machinations come to nought 
So they in heav n their odes and vigils tuned 
Meanwhile the Son of God who yet some days 
Lodg d in B( thab ira where John baptized. 

Musing and much rc\olving in his breast 
ITow best the mighty work he might begin 
Of Savioui to mankind and which way fust 
Publish his god lil e office now m iture 
One da}^ forth wall d done the Sj^irit leading. 

And his deep thoughts the bitiei to converse 
With solitude till far from track of men, 

Thought following thought and step by step led on, 

He enter d now the boidciing desert wild ^ 

And with ddik shidts and rocks environ’d round. 

His holy medit itions thus pursued 

O what a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awaken d in me sw irm while I consider 
What from within I feel niy self, and hear 
What from without conies often to my ears, 

111 sorting with my present state compared 
When I was yet a child no childish play 
To me was pleasing ill my mind was set 
Serious to learn and know and thence to do 
What might be public good , myself I thought 
Bom to that end born to promote all truth 
All righteous things thcrefoie above my years, 

The law of God I read, and found it sweet, 

Made it ray whole delight, and m it grew 

To such perfection, that ere yet my age 

Had measuied twice six years, at our great feast 

I went into the temple, there to hear 

The teachers of our law, and to propose 

What might improve my knowledge or their own, 

And was admired by all , yet this not all 

^ The Wilderness of Judea or Ziph It extended from the Jordan along tl 
wetjteru side of the Dead Sea 
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To whicla my spirit aspired \ietorioi3S deeus 
Flamed m ray heart, heroic aetd , oiie while 
To rescut Israel from the Komaii yoke 
Then to subdue and quell o ei all the earth 
Brute violence and }>iond tyi tnmc pow r 
Ihll truth were frted and e pnty it stored 
Ytt hehl it inert humant niort lit av nly first 
By winning words to conqutr willing hearts 
And make ptrsua^ion do tin voik of fear, 

At least to try, and teach tin ^^ring soul, 

l^ot wilfully mivdointr but unware 

Misleu tht slubboin only to subdue 

These growing thoughts niv iMotliei soon perceiving 

By words at times c ist foith inly rejoiced 

And said to me qi irt High ire thy thoughts 

O son but nouiisli them and ht tin m «^oar 

To what liiglith saci< d \ntuc and line worth 

Can raise them thou above e\ imple high 

By 1 itcbless deeds express thy rn itehless Sire 

> or 1 now thou art no son of mortal m in 

Though men esteem thee low of parentage 

Thy father is tlie eternal King who rules 

All heav n and eirth ingels and son'' ot men 

A messenger from Cod foutold thy birth 

C^onceived in me i virgin ‘ he foietold 

Thou should st bt gie it and sit on I) ivid s tin one 

And of thy kingdom there should b( no end 

At thy nativity a glorious quire 

Of angels in the fiilds of Bithlehem sung 

To shepherds witching at their folds by night * 

And told them the Messiah now was bom 
Where they might see him and to thee they came 
Directed to the manger whcie thou lay st 
For m the inn was left no bt tter room 
A star, not seen befoie in heav n appearing 
Guided the wise men thither from the east ’ 

To honour thee with incense, myrrh and gold 
By whose bright course led on they found the place 

i Luke i 30-35 « Luke ii 8 and following vg 3 Matt ii 
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Affirming it thy star new grav’n in heaven, 

By which they knew the king of Israel bom 
Just Simeon and prophetic Anna warn d 
By \ ision found thee in the temple and spake, 
Before the alt ir and the vested Pries t, 

Take things of thee to all that present stood 
This having heird straight I again revolved 
The law and piophcbs searching what was writ 
Concerning th(f Messiah, to our sciibes 
Ivnown paitl)r and soon found of whom they spake 

I im this chiefly that my way must lie 

T hi ongh many a h ird assay even to the death, 

I I c I the promised kingdom can att im, 

Cl work redemption foi mankind whose sins 
1 all weight must be ti insfcir d upon my koad 
\ef neither thus dishearten d or dismiy d, 

The time prefixt I waited when behold ’ 

T he Baptist of whose birth I oft had heard, 

Kot knew by sight * now come who was to come 
Before Messiah and his woy prepirc 
I, as all others to his baptism came 
Which I belieicd was from ibovc but he 
Straight knew me and with loudest voice proclaim d 
Me ITim (for it was shown him so from heav’n) 

Me Him whose harhingci he was , and first 
Befused on me his bajitism to confer, 

As muih his greater and was hardly won 
But as I rose out of the laving stieam, 

He'^ven open d hei eternal doois from whence 
The Spirit descended on me like a dove , 

And last the sum of all, my Father s voice, 

Audibly hoard fiom hoav n pionounced me His, 

Me His beloved Son in whom alone 

He was well pleased , by which I knew the time 

Kow full that I no more should live obscure, 

But openly begin, as best becomes 

The authority which I derived from heav’n 


* 8t John was brought ip in a different saw his divine cousin at his baptism 
part of the country from Jesus, and first John i 31 32 I knew him not ^ 
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And now 1)y some strong motion I am led 
Intc» this v-ildtrness to wh'it intent 
I learn not yet perhaps I need not know 
For what f'oncerns my knowltdgf Gun n \i ds 
feo spake our Morning Star, then in his rise. 

And luoki »g round on tvery side ochtld 
A s desert dusl with horrid shades, 

Tihe way he c am^ not havin^ m irl d return 
Was diffi( lilt by luiniin stips untied, 

\nd ho still pn was led but with such thoughts 
Acf oinjianied of things | ast and to come 
Lodged in his hn ist is well might^ roconiuit ud 
Such solitude 1 t fore choicest society 
1 ull forty d lys he pass d whether on hill 
Sometimes anon in sliatly vile each night 
I iidcr the coveit of some me ant oik 
Oi ced ir to d< fend him fiom the dew 
Or Inn hour d in one e ive is not ie\e il d 
Nor tisted human food nor hnngei felt 
'I ill those eliys ended linngtr d Ihen it 1 ist 
Among wild beasts they at his sight giew rnild 
Nor sleeping him nor \\ iking h irm d , his walk 
T he fi( ry serpe nt fled ind noxious worm, 

The lion and fierce tiger glaitd aloof 
But now an aged man in rui »1 weeds 
[Following as seem d the quest of some stiay ewe, 

< ^r withei d sticks to gather which might serve 
Af ainst a wmtei s da^ when winds blow keen. 

To w irm him wet return d from field at e\e 
He saw approach who first with curious eye 
Perused him then with words thus utter d spake 
Sir wha*^ ill chance hath brought thee to this place 
So far from path or road of men who pass 
Tn troop or caravan, foi single none 
Durst ever, who letum d and dropt not here 
His carcass, pined with hunger and with drought 
I ask the rather and the more admire, 

For ^hat to me thou seem st the man, whom late 
Our new baptizing prophet at the ford 
Of Jordan [honour d so, and call’d thee Son 
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Of God , I saw and heard, for we sometimes 

Who dwell this wild constrain d by want, come forth 

To town or village nigh, (nighest is far,) 

Where aught we hear and cnnous are to hear 
What happens new , fame also finds us out 

To whom the Son of God Who brought me hither 
Will bring me hence, no othei guide I seek 
By miracle he may, replied the swam. 

What other way I see not ior we here 

Live on tough loots and stubs to thirst inured 

More than the camel and to drink go far. 

Men to much miserv ind hardship born 
But if thou be the Son of God (oinmind 
That out of these h ird stones be made thee bread 
So shilt thou sivi thyself and us lehcve 
With food whereof we wi etched seldom taste 
He ended and the Son of God replied 
Think st thou such force in bread? is it not written 
(For I discern thee other than thou seem st ) 

Man lives not by biead only, but eacb word 
Proceeding from the mouth of God who fed 
Our fatliers here with Minna ? in the mount 
Moses was forty diys, nor eat nor diank, 

And forty days Elijah without food 
Wander d this banen waste the same I now 
Why dost thou then suggest to me distrust 
Knowing who I am, as I know who thou art ? 

Whom thus answei d the arch fiend now undisguised 
’Tis true I am that spiiit unfortunate 
Who leigued with millions moie in rash levolt. 

Kept not my happy station but was dnv n 
With them from bliss to the bottomless deep. 

Yet to that hideous place not so confined 
By rigour un conniving but that oft. 

Leaving my dolorous prison, I enjoy 
Large liberty to round this globe of earth, 

Or lango m the air nor from the heav n of heav'ns 
Hath he excluded my resort sometimes 
I came among the sons of God, when he 
Gave up into my hands IJzzean Job 
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lo prove him and illustrate nis high worth, 

And when to all his angtls he proposid 
lo draw the proud Ling Ah ib into hand 
That he might fall m Rimoth tin} dt nnirring 
T unde I tool that < ffici and tin it nguts 
Of all Ins 11 ittfcnng propht tt* g’lbb (i with lies ’ 

To hi (i< struction as 1 had in ( h irge , 

Jbor v\hat He bids 1 do riiough I Invc lost 
Mach iUsiiL ot my native biighliKSS, lust 
To be beloved of Goo I h i\t not lost 
To lovf at le ist i ( nt( nipl itc ind adiniio 
Wliit I S(C exeilhnt in good >r fur 
Oi viituous I shunkl so hi\t lo’^t ill sciifet. 

What V. in be tlun less in im th in dcsiri 

To see thu and ap])roich tlui whom I know 

DecHied the Son of Gun to In u ittcnt 

Ihy wisdom and behold thy godid e deeds 

M( ^ gouci illy thml iiK inmh i foe 

lo all mankind why shoula 1 they to me 

Never did wrong or violence by them 

I lost not whit T lost r itha by them 

I giiri d what I have gam d iiid with them dwell, 

Copartn i in these legions ot the world 

If not dispose! lend them oft my ud 

Oft my advice by presages and signs 

And answi rs oriehs poitenis and di cams 

Whereby tiny iniy direct their futiue hfe ^ 

Envy they say oedes me thus to gam 
Companions of my mtseiy and woe 
At first it may be but long since witli w oe 
Nearer acciuainted now I feel by proof 
That fellowship m ])am divides not smart 
Nor lightens aught each man s peculiar load 


» 1 kniffs xxn 10 and followmpr vh 
i The folio wini? passigfe of Ckcro re 
floct*? 80 much light on these Iin s as 
would incline one to think that Milton 
had it in his mind Mnlta temunt 
baniapices multa augiires pro i h ot 
multa oraculis detlarantui n ii i i 


cinationibus multa ommiH multa per 
tcntia quil us cognifls multai 
n 8 hominuin sententia atquo utillt itc 
partfp oj is J imbinuH reads ex 
anirni ser lenti i atque utilitate partas ) 
mtilti eiifim ptneuK lepulaa sunt “ 
Dp NjLt Deor if Ou - Newton 
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Small consol ition then wcie man adjoin’d 
This wounds me most what can it less ? that man. 
Mm f ill n shall he restored I ne\cr more 
To whom our Saviour sternly thus replied 
Deservedly thou giiev’st composed of lies 
Irom the beginning and in lies wilt tnd 
V\ ho bo ist release from lu 11 and k i\ e to come 
Into Ihe ITcav n of Hexv ns ''Ihou com st itidecl 
As i j)oor iniseriblc captive thrill 
(\)rnes to the place where lu before h id sat 
Among tlu piirne in spleiuloui now deposed 
J^jected emptied gi/<d unpitied shuiin d, 

A specticle of rum or of scorn 
n o all the host of heav n The happy place 
Tm])orts to thee no happiness no joy 
11 it her ill Haines thy toirnent representing 
Dost bliss to thee no moie communicable 
So nc vei rnoie m hell than when in heav n 
But thou art scrMceiblc to 3u iv n s King 
Wilt thou impute t obedience what thy fear 
Dxtorts, or pleisuie to do ill evcites ? 

What but thy m ilu ( moved thee to misdeem 
Of righteous Job then cruelly to afflict him 
With all iiiHutions P but his pitience won 
The other fe(r\ice was thy chosen task, 

'lo be a liar in four hundred mouths 
For lying is thy susteiiince thy food 
?fet thou pretend st to truth , all oracles 
By thee aie giv n, and what contest more tiue 
Among the nations ? that hath been thy ciaft, 

By mixing sornewli it true to vent more lies 
But what have been thy answers? what but dark, 
Ambiguou 4 and with double sense deluding, 
Which tl ty who isk d have seldom undei stood, 
And not well understood as good not known? 

Who ever by consulting at thy shrine 
Betuiii d the wiser or the more instruct 
To fly or follow what concern d him most. 

And run not sooner to his fital snare? 

Foi* God hath justly guen the nations up 
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7 > thy delusions justl\, sinot they fell 
Idolatrous But when His piii}>oso js 
A mong them to dtclire His provuhnce 
To thet not hnown whcnc( hast tliou tlkii thy t nth 
But from Him oi Hi*> iiigt Is pr^ sident 
Intvr ,»iovm<ei^ who thtinsi Kcs disdaining 
T i])j)roio}i thy mjdes go i tlui in ( omniau 1 
What t( the sin^hist titth tlioii sh lU siy 
o th 3 - id atis thou w th tumhling ftai, 

Oi htc a 1 iwiiing pirasite obc} st 

'1 'a 11 to tlnsdf ns( iib st the tiutli foietold 

Ldf this thy gloiy sli dl be soon u lunch J, 

Bo mure slailt thou by oiading abuse 
Ihe Gentiles, Inneefoith oiaihs lie ceised ’ 

And thou no inert with pomp uid su idiot 
Sh lit b< inquiied it lhli)hos or < Ist v\ m u 
At It 1 st in vain foi they shill tind thee nnit< ^ 

Go h ith now lent his Jivin f oi lek 
Into Hit woild to teaeh his tinal will, 

And sends his Spirit of Tiuth liencefoHh to dwell 
In pious he lit uid nwirdoiatle 
To all tiuth requisite for mtn to know 

So sp il e our S uiour but the sulitle fiend, 

1 hough inly stung witli angei and disdain 
Disseinbltd ind this inswoi smooth leturn d 
Sharply thou h ist lusivftd on rebukt 
And uigtd mt h iid with doings wlmli not wid 
But mis( ly hath wiesttd fiom int wlitie 
I isily cinst thou tird out misciable 
And not enforetd ofttmus to jiart from trut i , 

If it c > stand him mou ii sbadtolie 
Say and unsay f< ign flatter or abjure ? 

But thou art pi iced above me thou ait Loid , 

From thee I can, and must, submiss endure 
Check or reproof, ind glad to escape so quit 


1 Ceisud Jit 

Delphis oral tila cess int 

2 Thus the prit stess tells Appius when 
he wishes to consJilt the oracle it l^Uphi 
and finds it dumb 

Muto 1 arnassus hiat i 


Conticmt pressitipio Dium seu spiritus 
istis 

Destituit fauces inundique m devxa 
versurn 
Duvit iter 


Licas quoted by Donsilr 
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Hard are the ways of tiuth and lou^li to walk, 
Smooth on the tongue discoursed, pleasing to th ear. 
And tuneable as sylvan i^ipc or song , 

What wonder then li T delight to hear 
JTcr dictates from thy month ? most men admire 
"Virtue who follow not ner lore permit me 
n''o heal thee when 1 come since no man comes 
And talk it k ist thoncdi ] despur to attain 
Thy 1 alher who is holy, wise and pnu, 

Suffers the hypocrite or itlnons jiriest 
To trend his sacrid courts ind minister 
About his altar handling holy things 
Praying or vowing and vouchs ifed his voice 
T o Balaam re])rob ite i j)roi)h( t yet 
Inspired disd un not such icccss to me 
To whom our '^a\iour with nnaltei d brow 
Thy coming hither though I know thy scope 
T bid not or forbid do is thou find st 
Permission from above thou canst not moie 
He added not and batan bowing low 
His gray dissimulation di® ippear d 
Into thin air diffused ' foi now began 
Night with her sullen wings to doable shade 
The dc'Sf rt fowls in then clay nests were couch d 
And now wild Ot ists came forth the woods to roam 

1 Tbt'^e onr actor'* 

Aft I foretold you were all spints tr d 
Are n eitca into air into tiaa in 

ShaK'jFtare Tf/aj) f, Act I\ Sc 
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BOOK II 

Mfcvs’v^ iTUi the nc’w baj>li 7 td who yet remain <l 
l(ji 1 111 ^ilh tlu Baptist and had stin 
Him whom thty heard so 1 expicssly c ail’d 
Fcsub MtbSiah Son of Gun df cl md 
And on th it hign nithority hid hdieve d 
And with him ^ ilk d ind with him lodged,' 1 mean 
Andie\ ind ‘^imon famous after known 
\\ ith otlie rs though in holy wnt not named, 

Now miSBing him their ]oy so li'^oly found, 

So late found and so abruptly ge>ne 
Began to doubt and doubted m iny days, 

And as the days increaseei increase, d their doubt 
Sometimes they thought lit might be only shown, 
And for a time caught up to Uod as onee 
Moses was in tlie Mount ind missing long 
And the great Jhisbitt, who on tiery wheels 
Kode u}> to he iv n yet once again to come 
Therefore is those young prophets then with cau 
Sought lost V hi ill so in e ich pi ice these 
Nigh to Be th ibar i in Jericho 
The city of {) ilins Hi^non and Salem old 
Macharus ^ and eaeh to^n or city wall d 
On this side the broad lal e Gene/aret, 

Or 11 Peraa but return d in vain 
Then « n the bai k of Jordan by a creek, 

'Where winds with reeds ind osiers whisp’rmg play, 
Plain fishermen no greatei men them call, 

Close in a cottage low together got. 

Their unexpected loss and plaints outbreathed 
Alas, from what high hope to what relapse 


> Se« John i 85-40 
J Elijah 
» 2 Kings ie 17 


* Jericho is c,illed the City of palm 
trees in Dout xxxiv 3 
« A dtrorighoJd fortified by Herod 
Antipae 
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Unlook^d for are we fall’ll * our eyes beheld 
Messiah certainly now come, so long 
Expected of our f ithers , we have heard 
His words, his wisdom full of grace and truth 
Now now for sure deliverance is at hand, 

The kingdom shall to Israel be i estored 
Thus we rejoiced, but soon our joy is turn d 
Into perplexity and new amaze 
Foi whither is he gone what acc ident 
Hath wrapt him from us ^ will he now retire 
After appearance and again jiiolong 
Our expectation P God of Isiael, 

Send thy Messiah foith the time is come. 

Behold the kings of the euth how they oppress 
Thy chosen to what highth their power unjust 
They have exalted, and behind them cast 
All fc ir of thee A use ana vindicate 
Thy glory, free thy people from their oke 
But let us wait, thus far lie hath perform d. 

Sent His Anointed and to us levcal d him 
By His great piophct pointed at ind shown 
In public, and with him wt have conversed, 

Let us be glad of this, and ill oui feais 
Lav on His pi evidence. He will not fail. 

Nor will withdraw him now, nor will recall , 

Mock us with his blest sight then snatch him hence , 
boon we sh ill see our hope, our joy leturn 
Thus they out of then plaints new hope resume 
To find whom at the first they found unsought 
But to his mother Mary, when she saw 
Others return d from baptism, not her Son, 

Nor left at Joidan, tidings of him none, 

Within her breast though calm her breast though pure, 
Motherly cares and feais got head, and raised 
Some troubled thoughts, which sho in sighs thus clad 
O what avails me now that honour high 
To have conceived of God, or that salute. 

Hail, highly favour’d, among women blest ! 

While I to sorrows am no less advanced, 

And fears as eminent, above the lot 
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Of other women by the birth I bore. 

In such a season born, when v irce a shed 
( 01 Id be ol)tain d to shclttr him or me 
1 loni the bleak au ' a vtabie A\as our warmth, 

A manger his yet soon onfoin d to fly 
Thence into Fgynt, tib tlio niunt ions king 
Woit de id who sought hi-s hjc md missing fill d 
With ml II t nlood the btuits ot Bithhhein 
1 lom Fgypt homo ittuinil in N i/arcth 
Hath h i I onr dwelling m iiii ^ears, ms hfo 
Fiivate iinictive c ilm conteinj latii e 
Little suspicious to any king but now 
I ull glow 11 to in iij a( kiiowJidgi d as I heir, 

By John the Bajitist and ii public shown 
‘^on ownil fioin licav n by his Fathei s v^oice 
1 look (lior some gu at oh mge to honour!^ no, 

But tioublc as Old Simeon pliin foictold, 
d h it to the fall ind rising In should hi 
Of many in Isi icl and to x sign 
Si)okcn igainst th it through my \ery soul 
A sword shall pic ret This is mv favour d lot. 

My exaltation to afflictions high , 

Afflicted I may be it seems ind blest, 

I will not aiguc tint nor will i opine 
But whete deJays he now? sonic great i itcnt 
Conceals him When twelve yens he scarce had seen 
i lost him, but so found as well 1 saw 
He could not lose himself , but went ibout 
His fathei s business What he meant 1 mused 
Since understand Much moie hi* absence now 
Thus long to some great purpose he obscures 
But I to wait with patience am inured , 

My heari hath been a store house long of things 
And sayings laid up portending strange events 
Thus Mary pond ring oft, and oft to mind 
Becalling what remarkably nad pass d 
Since first her salutation heard with thoughts 
Meekly composed awaited the fulfilling 
The while her Son, tiacing the desert wild. 

Sole but with holiest meditations fed, 


saa 
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Into himself descended, and at once 
All his gieat work to come before him set , 

How to begin how to accomplish best 
His end of being on earth, and mission high 
"For Satan with sly preface to return, 

Had left him vacant, and with speed was gone 
Up to the middle region of thick air, 

Where all his potentates in council sat , 

There without sign of boast, or sign of joy 
Solicitous and bl ink he thus began 
Princes heav n s ancient sons ethereal thiones 
Demonian sjnrits now from the element 
Each of his reign illotted righther call’d 
Pow rs of fire air, w iter and earth beneath, 

So may we hold our pi ice and these mild seats 
Without new trouble , such an enemy 
Is risen to invade us who no less 
Threatens than our expulsion down to hell , 

T as I undertook, and with the vote 
Consenting in full frequence was impower’d, 

Have found him view d him, tasted him,^ but find 

Fai other labour to be undergone 

Than when I dealt with Adam first of men, 

1 hough Adam by his wife s allurement fell, 

However to this man inferior far, 

If he be jnan by mother’s side at least. 

With more than human gifts from heav’n adoin d, 
Perfections absolute, giaces divine 
And amplitude of mind to greatest deeds 
Therefore I am return’d lest confidence 
Of rny success with Eve in paradise 
Deceive ye to persuasion oversure 
Of like succeeding heie I summoii all 
Rather to be in. readiness, with hand 
Or counsel to assist lest I, who erst 
Thought none my equal now be overmatch’d 
Sp spake the old Serpent doubting, and from all 
With clamour was assured their utmost aid 

1 A Grecism Bee also Fsalm xxxiv 8 0 taata aud see how gracious the 

Jjord IS I 
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At his command , when from amidst them rose 
Belial, the dissolutest spirit that fell, 

The sensnalcst and alter Asmodai^ 

The fleshht d Incubus and thus advised 
Set women in his e^e, and iii his walk. 

Among daughters of men tho f urest found, 

Many ar^ m each region passing fair 
As the noon sky more like to goddesses 
Than rao^^^al creatures, graceful and discreet 
Expert in amorous arts enchanting tongues 
Persuasive viigin m i]ettv with mild 
And sweet illay d ytt teirible to approach, 

Skill d to retire ind in retiring draw 
Hearts after them tangled m amoious nets 
Such object hath the power to soften and tame 
Severest timptr smooth the rugged st brow, 
liiiierve, and with voluptuous hope dissolve, 

Draw out with credulous desire, and lead 
At wi’ themanlKst lesolutest breast, 

Ab the magnetic^ h irdest iron draws 
Women, when nothing else, beguiled the heart 
Of wisest Solomon and made him build. 

And made him bow to the gods of his wives 
To whom quick answer Satan thus return’d 
Belial, in much uneven scale thou weigh’st 
All others by thyself, because of old 
Thou thyself doat dst on woman kind admiring 
Their shape, their colour and attractive grace, 
None are thou think st, but taken with such toys 
Before the flood thou with thy lusty crew. 

False titled sons of god, roaming the earth 
Oast want n eyes on the daughters of men, 

And coupled with them, and begot a race 
Have we not seen, or by relation heard. 

In courts and regal chambers how thoulurk’st, 

In wood or grove by mossy fountain side. 

In valley or green meadow, to way lay 


1 Or Aftmodmit the who persecuted Sara tbe daughter of Raguel, and i!ew 
her hxuibanda. See Tobit < llie loadstone or magnet 
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Some beauty rare, Calisto, Olymene, 

Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa,^ 

Or Amymone, Synnx, many more 

Too long, then lay’st thy scapeb on names adored, 

Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, or Pan, 

Satyr, or fawn, or sylvan but these haunts 
Delight not all , among the sons of men, 

How man} have with a smile made small account 
Of beauty and her luies, easily scorned 
All her assaults, on worthier things intent ? 
Remember that Pellean conqueror,’ 

A youth, how all the beauties of the east 
He slightly view d, and slightly overpass’d , 

How he surnamed of Africa^ dismiss’d 
In his prime youth the fair Ibenan maid 
For Solomon, he lived at ease, and full 
Of honour, wealth, high fare, aim’d not beyond 
Higher design than to enjoy his stite, 

Thence to the b xit of women 1 ly exposed 
But He whom we attempt is wiser far 
Than Solomon, of more exalted mind, 

Made and set wholly on the accomplishment 
Of greatest things , what woman will you find, 
Though of this ago the wonder and the fame. 

On whom his leisure will vouchsafe an eye 
Of fond desire ? or should she confident. 

As sitting queen adored on beauty’s throne, 
Descend with all her winning charms begirt 
To enamour, as the zone of Venus once 
Wrought that effect on Jove, so fables tell , 

How would one look from his majestic brow, 
Seated as on the top of virtue’s hill, 
Discount’nance her despised and put to rout 
All her array , her female pride deject, 

Or turn to reverent-awe P for beauty stands 


* Wonjon beloved by the heathen 
deities Ovid relates these faoles 
Calisto Semele and Antiopa woi-e the 
loves of Jupiter Clymene and JDaphne, 
of Apollo, Syrinx of Pan 


® Alexander the Groat He was horn 
at Pella in Macedonia 
® Scipio Afnoanus His generous 
treatment of his Spanish captive is 
well known 
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In the admiration only of weak imnds 

Led captive Cease to admire, and all her plumes 

Fall fiat and shrink into a trivial toy, 

At every sudden slighting quite ahash d 
Therefore with manlier objects we must try 
His constamy, with such as have nioie show 
Of worth, ot honour, glory, and popular praise , 
Rocks whereon greatest men have oftest wieck’d , 

Or that wh ch only seems to sati fy 
Lawful desires of nature, not bej ond , 

And now I know he hungers wheie no food 
Is to be found, m the wide wildtrmss. 

The rest commit to me, I shall let pass 
No advantage and his stiength as oft assay 

He ceased and heaid their grant in loud acclaim 
Then forthwith to him takes a chosen band 
Of spirits likest to bimself in guile, 

To be at hand, and at his beek appexr 
If causv- were to unfold some active scene 
Of various persons each to know his part. 

Then to the desert take s with these his flight , 

Where still from shade to shade the Son of God 
After forty days’ fasting had remain d, 

Now hung nng first and to himself thus said 

Where will this end ? four times ton days I’ve pass' 
Wand nng this woody maze and human food 
Nor tasted nor had appetite that fast 
To virtue I impute not, or count part 
Of ^diat I suffer hero If n iture ne^d not. 

Or God support nature without repast 
Though needing, what praise is it to endure P 
But now I "*361 I hunger, which declares 
Nature hath need of what she asks , yet God 
Can satisfy that need some other way. 

Though hnpger still remain so it remain 
Without this body’s wasting, I content me. 

And from the stmg of famine fear no harm. 

Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts, that feed 
Me hung’nng more to do my father’s will 
It was th© hour of night, when thus the Son 
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Communed in silent walk, then laid him down 
Under the hospitable covert nigh 
Of trees thick interwoven , theie he slept. 

And dream d, as apiietite is wont to dream 
Of m<?ats and drinks nature s rcfie^^hment sweet 
Him thought he by the brook of Cheiith stood, 

And saw the lavens with their horny beiks* 

Food to JLh] ih bringing e\en and morn, 

Though ravenous taught to abstain from what they 

He saw the prophet also how he fled [brought 

Into tlie desert and how there he slept 

Undir a pinipor then how awakid 

hie found his supper on the eoals prepared. 

And by the ingel was bid nse and eat, 

And eat the second time after repose, 

The strength when of sufhetd him foity days, 
Sometimes that with hlijah he partook 
Or as a guest with D iniel at his pulse ^ 

Thus woie out night, and now the herald lark 
Left his giouiid nest, high tow ring to desery 
The morn s ai>proa(h, and grtet her with his song 
As lightly from his grassy couch up rose 
Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream, 

Fasting he went to sleep and fasvting waked 

Up to a hill anon his steps he rear d 

From whose high top to ken the prosjiect round, 

If cottage were in view, sheep cote, or herd , 

But cottage, herd, or sheep cote none he saw, 

Only in a bottom saw a pleasant grove, 

With ch unit of tuneful birds resounding loud , 
Thither he bent lus way, detei mined there 
To rest at noon, and enter d soon the shade 
High loord, and walks beneath and alleys brown, 
That open d m the midst a woody scene, 

Nature's own work it seem’d, natur6 taught art, 

And to a superstitious eye the haunt 

Of wood gods and wood nymphs , he view’d it round, 

When suddenly a man before him stood, 


1 Kinirs xvii 5 6 


2 Panicl i 12 
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Not rustic as before, but seember clad, 

As one m city, or court, or palace bred, 

And with fair speech these words to him address’d 
With granted leave officious 1 return. 

But much moie wonder*that the Son of Goo 
In this wild solitude so long should bide 
Of all things destitute, and well I know 
Not without hunger Others of some note 
As story tells, have trod this wilderness , 

1 he fugitive bond woman with her son 

Out cast Nebaioth, yet found here relief 

By a providing angel * all the race 

Of Israel here had famish’d, had not God 

Ham d from heav n manna , and that prophet bol 

Native of Thebez"^ wand nng heie was fed 

1 wice by a voice inviting him to cat * 

Of thee these forty days none hath regard 
iorty tnd more deseited here indeed 
To whom thus Jisus What conclud’st thou hence: 
They all had need I as thou seest have none 
How hast thou hunger then ? Satan replied 
Tell me if food w-^re now befoie thee set 
Would’st thou not eat Thereafter as I like 
The giver answer d Jesus 'V\ hy should that 
Cause thy refusal P said the subtle fiend 
Hast thou not nght to all created things P 
Owe not all creatures by just nght to thee 
Duty and service, nor to stay till bid 
But tender all their power P nor mention I 
Meats by the law unclean, or offer d first 
To idols, il|hose young Daniel could refuse , 

Nor proffer d by an enemy though who 
Would scruple that, with want opprest ? behold 
Nature ashamed, or, better to express 


1 Ha^aa: and Isliinael See Gen xxi 
14-21 Nebaioth was Isbmaels eldest 
son who gave their name to the nation 
descended from him the Nebatbeana 
8 Thisbe was the birthplace of ISli^ah 
8 Hagar, the Israelites and Elijah did 


not suffer hunger on the identical snob 
where our Lord fasted but Milton takes 
in the whole detei i at one view not caring 
to distinguish different spots in one wide 
tract ^J^oni Newton 
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Troubled that thou should’st hunger, hath purvey’d 
From all the elements her choicest store 
To treat thee as beseems, and as her Lord 
With honour, only deign to sit and eat 

He spake no dream for as his \\ord8 had end, 
Our Saviour lifting up his eyes beheld 
In ample space under the bioadest shade 
A table richly spread, in regal mode 
With dishes }>ilcd and meats of noblest sort 
And savour ])casts of chase or fowl of game, 

In iiastry ' or from the spit or boil d 
Griy amber steam d, all fish from sea or shore, 
Freshet ^ or jnirhng brook, of shell or fin, 

And exquisittst name for which was drain’d 
Pontiis, and Lucrine bay ■* and Afric coast 
Alas how simple, to these cates compared, 

W IS that crude apple that diverted * Lve ’ 

And at a stately side boaid by the wine 
Th it fragrant smell diffused in order stood 
Tall stripling youths ru h clad of fairei hue 
Than Ganymcd oi Hylas^ distant more 
Under the trees now tnpp d, now solemn stood 
Nymphs of Diana s train, and Naiades 
With fruits and floweis from Amalthea’s horn. 

And ladies of the Hcsperides,' that seem d 
Faiicr than feign’d of old, or fabled since 
Of fairy damsels met m forest wide 
By knights of Logres,® or of Lyones,® 


^ Milton alludes to the culmary feats 
CriUed subtilties, or sotilties — 
wonderful piatry built In the shape of 
embattled towel 8 &c to a groat height. 

^ Ambergris which -was used in Mil 
ton s day in cookery 
8 A stream of fresh water 
< Pontus is the Black Se* the Lucrine 
bay in Italy 

» Diverted hero means turned aside, 
from the Latin diverto to turn aside 
® Ganymede was the cupbearer of 
Jupiter Hylas drew water for Hercules 
7 The ladles of the Hesperides^ wore 
famed for their lovely singing Ihe 
nymphs of the chase and of the water 


(the Naiades) appropnately attend such 
a feast. 

® Logros or Logris is the same as 
Loeff)ia an ancient name for England 
bee Holmsbed s History of England 
B II 4 5 Sjeoser uses this name in 
his !> aerie Quecne — 

And C imber did possess the western 
quart 

Which Severn now from liOgns doth 
depart 

From DirNBTBR s Note 
® I yoaes or LloneSse was an ancient 
name for part of Cornwall— the extreme 
west, towards the Land s End 
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Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore,* 

And all the while harmonious airs were heard 
Of chiming strings or chammg pipes, and winds 
Of gentlest gale Arabian odours fann’d 
From their soft wings, and F'iora s earliest smells 
Such was the splendour , and the tempter now 
Ills invitation earnestly renew d 

What doubts the Son of God to sit and eat ? 
These are not fruits forbidden no interdict 
Defends the touching of these vi inds pure , 

Ihcir tiste no knowledge works at least of evil, 

But life preserves, destroys life s enemy 
Hunger with si\ eet restorative delight 
All these are spirits of air, and woods, and springs, 
Ihy gentle ministers who come to pay 
n hee horn ige and acknowledge thee their lord 
What doubt st thou Son of God ? sit down and eat 
1.0 whom thus Jesus temperately replied 
Said st thou not that to all things I had nght ^ 
And who withholds my pow’r that nght to use? 
Shall I receive by gift wbat of my own, 

When and where likes me best I can command? 

I can at will, doubt not as soon as thou, 

Command a table in this wilderness, 

And call swift flights of angels mmistrant, 

Array’d in glory, on my cup to attend 

Why should st thou then obtrude this diligence, 

In vain, where no acceptance it can find ? 

And with my hunger what hast thou to do ? 

Thy j'ompous delicacies I contemn, 

And coi it thy specious gifts no gifts, but guiles 
To whom thus answer d Satan malecoiitent 
That I have also power to give thou seest 
If of that power I bring thee voluntary 
What 1 might have bestow’d on whom I pleased, 
And lather opportunely in this place 
Chose to impart to thy apparent need, 


> Lancelot s name has again become a sary to say that he Pelleas and Fellenord 

hou<»ehoId word through Tennyson s were three of Arthur’s knights 

exquisite Idylls It is scarcely neces- 
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Why should’Bt thou not accept itP but I see 
What I can do or offer is suspect , 

Of these things others quickly will dispose, 

Whose pains have earn d the fai fct' spoil With that 

Both table and provision vanish’d quite 

With sound of Harpies’ wings and talons heard , 

Only the importune tempter still remain’d, 

And with these words his temptation puisued 
By hunger that each other creature tames. 

Thou art not to be harm d therefore not moved , 

Thy temperance invincible besides, 

For no allurement yields to appetite 
And all thy heart is set on high designs, 

High actions , but wherewith to be achieved ? 

Great acts require gre it me ins of ente ipiise , 

I’hou ait unknown, unfriended low of birth, 

A carpenter thy father known th} self 
Bred up in poverty and straits at home, 

Lost m a desert here and hungei bit 
Which way, or fiom what hope dost thou aspire 
To greitness? whence authoiity deriv’stP 
What followers what retinue can st thou gain ? 

Or at thy heels the di/zy multitude. 

Longer than thou can’st feed them on th> cost ? 

Money brings honour, friends, conquest, and realms 
What raised Antipater the Edomite, 

And his son Herod placed on Judah’s throne,^ 

Thy throne but gold that got him puissant friends ? 
Therefore if at great things thou would’st arrive, 

Get riches fiist, get wealth and treasure heap, 

Not difficult, if thou hcaiken to me 
Riches are mine, fortune is in my hand , 

They whom I favour thrive in wealth amam. 

While virtue, valour, wisdom, sit in want 
To whom thus Jesus patiently replied 
Yet wealth without these thiee is impotent 
To gam domimon, or to keep it gain’d 

» Far fetched ‘ Far fet ’ is uaed Ify s See Josephus B IV 26 
Chaucer and Spenser 
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Witness those ancient empires of the earth, 

In highth of all their flowing wealth dissolved 
But men endued with thdfee have oft attain d 
In lowest poverty to highest deeds , 

Gideon^ and Jtphiha,^ and the shepherd lad, 
Whose oflspring on the throne ot Judah sat 
Ro many ages and shall yet regain 
That seat, and reign in Israel without end 
Among the heathen, for throughout the world 
To me is not unknown what hath been done 
Worth} of memorial, canst thou not n member 
Qumtius,^ Fdbriciub,^ Curius,® EegulusP® 

For I esteem those names of men so pool, 

Who could do mighty things, and could contemn 

Eiches though offer d ffom the hind of kings 

And what in me seems wanting but that 1 

May also in this poveity as soon 

Accoiiiplish what they did, perhaps and more? 

Extol not riches then, the toil of fools 

The wise m in 8 cumbrance, if not siiaie more a]>t 

To slacken virtue and abate her edge 

Than prompt her to do aught may merit piaise 

What, if with like aversion I reject 

Riches and realms ^ yet not, for that a crown, 

Golden m show, but a wreath of thorns 

Brings dangers troubles caies and blecpless mgh^s 

To him who wears the regal diadem 

When on liis shouldeis each man s burden lies, 

For tliciem stands the office of a king. 

His honour, virtue, merit, and chief praise, 

That foi the public all this weight he bears 
Yet he who reigns within himself, and rules 


> Judges vi 15 
"> udgt 8 XI 1 

8 Quintuis Cmrmnatus twice taken 
frora the plough to be Consul and 
ilictator of Rome After subduing the 
enemies of his country be refused the 
wealth the people would have lavished 
nn him and returned to his cottage and 
humble life 

^ Pabricius refused to be bribed by all 
the wealth of Pyrrhus of Epirus to n^o- 
tiate a peace for that King with the Ro 


mans and died so poor that lie was obliged 
to be buried at the public expense 
» Cunus Dentatus when offered a 
lar{;,c sura of money by the Samnitos 
as ho sat by the fire roasting turnips 
with his own hands refused it saying 
that it was not his ambition to be nch 
but to corainand tlmse who were so 
« The story of how Regnlus kept his 
word to the C arthaginians and rotiimed 
to die ill tortuie rather than break fai« 
pledged promise is well known 
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Passions, desires, and fears,* is more a king- , 
Whicli ev'ry wise and virtuous man attains 
And who attains not ill aspires to rule 
Cities of men, or head strong multitudes. 
Subject himself to anarchy within. 

Or lawless passions m him, which he serves 
But to guide nations in the way of truth 
By saving doctrim and from error lead 
"lo know and knowing worship Goi) anight. 

Is yet more kingly this attracts the soul, 

Grovf rns the inner man, the nobler part 
That other o er the body only reigns 
And oft by force, which to a gen rous mind. 

So reigning can be no sincere delight 
Besides, to gave a kingdom hath been thought 
Greater and nobler dont and to lay down 
Par more magnanimous tbau to assume 
Bichcs are needless then, both for themselves. 
And for thy reason why they should be sought. 
To gaiu a sceptre, oftest better miss d 
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So spake the Son of Gon, and Satan stood 
Awhile as mute confounded what to say, 

What to reply confu cd, and convinced 
Of his weak ai guing and fallacious dnft , 

At length collecting all his serpent wiles 
\Vith soothing words renew’d, Him thus accosts 
I see thou know’st wh it is of to know, 
What best to say canst say to do canst do 
'Ihy actions to thy woids accord thy voids 
Hb thy laige hcirl gne ntttiance due, thy heart 
Contains of good wise just the jicifcrt shape 
Should kings and n itions fiom thy month consult, 
Thy counsel would be as the oiacle 
Unm and rhurninim those oricnlous gems * 
On Aaron s breast , or tongue of seers old 
Infallible or weit thou sought to deeds 
That might rcquiie th airay of war thy skill 
Of conduct would be such that all the world 
Could not sustain thy jirowess, or subsist 
In battle, tliough against thy few in arms 
These god like virtues wherefore dost thou hide, 
Affecting private life, or more obscure 
In savage wilderness ? wherefore deprive 
All earth her wonder at thy acts, thyself 
The lame and glory, glory the reward 
That s^ie excites to high attempts, the flame 
Of most erected spirit?, most temper’d puie 
-^therial, who all pleasures else despise. 

All treasures and nil gain esteem as dross 
And dignities and powers, all but the highest P 
Thy years are npe,* and over npe, the son 


• Our Saviour was thou about thirty years of ago Luke lii 23 
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Of Macedonian Philip* had ere these 
Won Asia, and the throne of Cyrus held 
At his dispose, young Scipio* had brought down 
^rhe Carthaginian pride, young Porapey quell d 
The Pontic Ling and in triumph had role ** 

Yet years and to iipe years judgment mature 
Qutiich not the thirst ot glory, but augment 
Great Julius, whom now all the world idmires 
The more he grew in jears the moie inliami d 
With glory wept that h( had li\ed so long 
Inglouoiis but thou yet ait not too late 
To whom oui Saviour calmly thus replied 
Thou ncithei dost peisiiado me to s^eL wealth 
For ompiie s sake nor empire to afft^ct 
For glory s sake by all thy argument 
For what is glory but the blaze of fame 
The people 8 pi aise if always pi aise unmi\t? 

And what the people but a herd confused, 

A miscellaneous rabble who extol 

Things vulgar, and well weigh’d scarce worth the praise ? 
They pi use and they admire they know not what, 

And know not whom but as one leads the othei 
And what delight to be bj such ex toll d 
To live upon their tongues ind be their talk 
Of whom to be dispraised wfre no small piaise, 

ITis lot who dares be singulaily good 
'J h’ intelligent among them and the wise 
Are few and glory scarce of few is raised 
This IS true glory and renown when God, 

Looking on the earth with approbation marks 
The just m in and divulges him through heaven 
To all His angels who with true applause 
Eecount his praises Thus He did to Job 
When, to extend bis fame through heav n and earth, 


> Alexander the Great 
* Scipio was oiil> twentj nine years 
)ld when he conquered the Cartha 
dmana 

® Pompey distln]srui8hed himself in his 
outh but when ho conquered Mithn 
lateahe was forty j ears old 
< Julius Cscfeai whilst meditating over 


a Life of Alexander was seen to we^ 
by hi8 friends On being asked the 
reason of his tears he replied Do you 
not think I have just cause to weep 
when t consider that Alexander at mv 
age had conquered so many nations and 
I m all these years have done nothkig 
memorable? —Plutarch 
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As thou to thy reproach inay^st well reaiember, 
He ask d thee IT ist thou seen my servant Job P 
Famous he was in heavhi, on eaith has known. 
Where gloiy is false glory, attributed 
To things not glorious men not worthy of fame 
They err who count it glorious to subdue 
By con <) nest far and wide to overrun 
Ji-irge countries and m held great battles win, 
Ouat r ities by asbault what do these worthies, 
But rob and spoil burn, si lughter and enslave 
Btacciblo n itions, neighbouring or remote, 

Made captive yet dcsdving freedom more 
Th tu those then onquerois, who leive behind 
JN^olbing but ruin whiicsoe er they io\o, 

And all the liounshing works of peace destroy, 
Thoi HWt-11 with pride and must be titled gods, 

( Treat b<.n( factois of mankind deliv<rei8 
Worsliipp d with t( tuple priest, and sa nfice , 

One 8 the son of Jove of Mars the other, 

Till i inqueror dc ith discover them scarce men, 
Kollmg m brutish vices and defoimd, 

Violent or shameful death their due leward 
But if there be in glory aught of good, 

It may by me ms far different be attain d 
Without ambition, war oi violence , 

By deeds of peace, by wisdom eminent, 

By patience, temperance 1 mention still 

Him whom thy wrongs with saintly patience boine 

Made famous m a land and times obscure , 

Who names not now with honour patient Job ? 
Poor Socrates who next more memorable ? 

By what he taught and suffer’d for so doing, 

For truth’s sake suffering death unjust, hves now 
Equa\ m fame to proudest conquerors 
Yet if for fame and glory aught be done. 

Aught suffer’d , if young African' for fame 
His wasted country freed from Punic rage. 

The deed becomes unpraised, the man at least;, 


Scipio Africaoiis 
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And loses, though but verbal, his reward 
Shall I seek glory then, as vam men seek. 

Oft not deserved ? I seek not mine, but His 
Who sent me, and thereby witness whence I am 
To whom the tem]>ter murmuring thus replied 
Think not so slight of glory, therein least 
Resembling thy great Father He seeks glory. 
And for His glory all things made, all things 
Orders and governs, nor content m heav’n 
By all Ilia angels glorified, lecpiires 
Glory from men from all men good or bad 
Wise or unwise no difitiencc no exemption , 
Above all sacrifice or hallow d gift 
Glory He requires, xnd glory He receives 
Promiscuous from all nations, Jew, or Greek, 

Or birbarous, noi exception hith declared 
From us, His foes pronounced glory He exacts 
To whom our Saviour fervently replied 
And reason, since His word all things produced, 
Though chu tlv not for glory as prime end. 

But to show foith His goodness and impart 
His good cominunicahle to every soul 
Freely , of whom what could less expect 
Than glory and benediction, thit is, thanks. 

The slightest, easiest readiest, rccomjiense 
Fiom them who could return him nothing else. 
And not returning that would likeliest render 
Contempt inste xd, dishonour, obloquy P 
Hard recompense unsuitable return 
For so much good, so much beneficence 
But why should man seek glory, who of his own 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs 
But condemnation ignominy, and shame P 
Who for so many benefits received 
Turn’d iecrear+ to Goi>, ingrate and false. 

And so of all true good himself despoil d, 

Yet, sacrilegious, to himself would take 
That which to (JrOD alone of right belongs 
Yet so much bounty is m Gkm, such grace, 

That who advance His glory, not their own. 
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Them Ift Himself to glory will advance 
So spake the Son of Goi> , and here again 
Satan had not to answer, but stood struck 
With guilt of his own sm, for he himself 
Insatiable of gloi*y had lost ail , 

Yet of another plea bethought him soon 
Of glory as thou wilt said he so deem, 

'"Worth 01 not worth the seeking, let it pass 
But to a kingdom thou art born, ordain d 
To sit upon tliy futhti David’s throne, 

By mother b side thy father, though thy right 
Be now in poweiful hands, that will not part 
Easily from possession won with aims 
Juda?a now and all the promised land 
Biduced a pi evince under Roman yoke, 

Obeys Tibenus nor is always luled 
With tcmpeidte sway oft have they violated 
The temple,* olt the law with foul affronts, 
Abominations rather as did once 
Antiochus ^ and think st thou to regain 
Thy right by sitting still or thus retiring? 

So did not Maccabeus ^ he indeed 
Retired unto the destif but with arms , 

And o er a mighty king so oft prevail’d, 

That by strong hand his family obtain d, 

Though priests, the crown, and David s throne usurp’d, 
With Modm and hei suburbs once content 
If kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 
And duty , zeal and duty aie not slow, 

But on occasion s forelock** watchful wait 
They themselves rather aie occasion best, 

Zeal of tby fathei’s bouse, duty to free 
Thy country from her heathen servitude , 

So shalt thou best fiilhl, best venfy 

The prophets old, who sung thy endless reign , 


i Pompey with several of his officers 
entered the Holy of Holies where none 
were allowed to step except the high 
priest once a year on the great day of 
expiation 

3 a ICaocab t 


3 Jndas Maccabeus Modm was the 
inhentaucc of the Maccabees 
< Tie Greek and I atin poets rtpre 
sented Time (or Opportunity) with a 
single lock of hiir in front The ex 
pression of seizing Time by the forelock 
is proverbial 
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The happier reign the sooner it begins ,• 

Eeign then, what canst thou better do the while? 

To whom our Saviour answer thus leturn’d 
All things are best fulfill d m their due time, 

And time there is for all things Truth had said ‘ 
If of my reign prophetic writ hath told 
That it shall never end so when begin 
ITie Father in his jnirpose hath decreed, 

He in whose hands all times and seasons roll 
What if He hath dccieed that I shall first 
Be tried in humble state and things adverse. 

By tribulations injuries insults, 

Contempts, and scorns and snares, and violence, 
Suffering, xbstaimng quic tly evpecting 
Without distrust or doubt that he may know 
What I can suffer how obey ? Who best 
Can suffer best can do, best leign, who fust 
Well liath ob(y d ^ just trial, ere I merit 
M3 exaltation without change or ( nd 
But wh it concerns it thee when t begin 
My eveilastiug kingdom ? why art thou 
Solicitous? what moves tliy inquisition? 

Know st thou not that my rising is thy fall, 

And my pioinotion will be thy destruction ? 

To whom the tempter, inly rackM replied 
Let that come when it comes , all hope is lost 
Of my reception into grace what worse ? 

For where no hope is left is left no fear 
If there be worse the expectation more 
Of worse torments me than the feeling can 
I would be at the worst, worst is my port, 

My harbour, and my ultimate repose , 

The end I would attain, my final good 
My error was my error, and my cnr»e 
My crime , whatever for itself condemn’d. 

And will alike be punish d whether thou 
Eeign or reign not , though to that gentle brow 


! Eedes iii 1 ^ , do na esse est et qni znodeste pAivt 

* ^ Mark xii 82 videtur qui aliquando imperet dig 

* Qui beaieimperat paruerit aliquant nua esse —Cicero quoted by Newton 
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Wilbngly I could fly, and hope thy reign, 

From that placid aspect and meek regard 
Bather than aggravate my evil state, 

Would stand between me and thy father’s ire, 

Whose ire I dread more than the fiie of h* 11,) 

A shelter, and a kind of shading cool 
Interposition as a summer s cloud 
If I then to the worst that c m bi haste 
Why move thy feet so slow to what is best, 

Happiest both to thyself and ail the woild, 

That thou who worthiest art sluuld’st be their king? 
Perhaps thou lingti si in dot p thoughts detain d 
Of the onttrpri/e so hazaidous and high 
No wonder tor, thoup^h in tlue Ije united 
What of pci lection can in man be found 
Or human n iture c in receive, eonsidei 
Ihy life hath yet been pri\ xio most part spent 
At borne, scarce view d the G xlilean towns. 

And ( nee a yen Jtinsalem * few diys 

fehort bojouin , and wbat thence touldst thou obbervn? 

The woild thou h ist not seen, mueh less htr glory, 

Empiies, and monarchs, and then radiant couits 

Best school of best experience, quickest insight 

In all things that to greatest actions lead 

The wisest, unexperienced, will be ever 

Timorous and loth, with noxice modesty 

As he who seeking asses found a kingdom ^ 

Irresolute, unhardy, unadvent rous 

But I will bring thee where thou soon shalt quit 

Tho«te ludiments, and see before thine eyes 

The monarchies of the earth, their pomp and state, 

Sufficient introduction to infoim 

Thee of Jiyself so apt in regal arts 

And regal mysteries that thou may st know 

How best their opposition to withstand 

With that, (such power was given him then,) he took 
The Son of God up to a mountain high ^ 

I At tbe Passover a Milton is supposed to moan Mount 

» Saul See 1 Sam is 20 21 Niphates m the Taurus w l^ch rises 

D D 
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It was a mountain at whose verdant feet 
A spacious plain outstretch’d in circuit wide 
Lay pleasant , from his side two rivers flow’d,' 

The one winding, the other straight, and left between 
Fair champaign with less rivers intervein’d, 

Then meeting pin’d their tribute to the sea 
Fertile of corn the glebe, of oil and wine , 

With herds the pistures throng d, with flocks the hills, 
Huge cities and high lower d, that well might seem 
The seats of mightK st monarchs and so large 
The prospect was, that here and there was room 
For barren desert, fount imuss and dry 
To this high mountain top tho tempter brought 
Our Saviour, ind new train of words began 
Well have wo speeded, and o’er hill and dale 
Forest and field and flood, temples, and towers. 

Cut shorter many a league , here thou behold st 
Assyria and her empiie s ancient bounds, 

Araxes, and the Caspian lake, thence on 
As far as Indur cast Euphrates west. 

And oft beyond , to south the Persian bay, 

And inaccessible the Ai ibi m drought ^ 

Here Nineveh, of lengtli within her wall 
Several days jourm y, built by Ninus old, 

Of that first golden monaichy the seat, 

And seat of fealmanassar, ’ whose success 
Israel in long captivity still moui ns , 

There Babylon, the wonder of all tongues, 

As ancient, but rebuilt by him ^ who twice 
Judah and all thy father David’s house 
Led captive, and Jerusalem laid waste, 

Till Cyrus set them free , Persepolis 
His citv there thou seest, and Bactra there , 

Ecbatana her stiucturc vast there shows. 


immediately above Assyria and from 
whence he $ad made batan suivty Ldeii 
in the Paradis© Lost <- See Dunster 
i The Exiphrates-— ^a.gm Euphrates 
— and the Tigris the course esf which 
was very straight — Iodp 


2 A figure of speech for the desert 

3 Shalniansar in the reign of Heze 
kiali Emg of Judah, carried away 
captive to Assyria the ten tnbes of 
Israel 

* Nebuchadnezaar 
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And Hecatompylos ' her hundred gates , 

There Susa by Choaspos atnhei stream, 

'J he drmk of none but kings ot latei fame 
Built by Emathian,* or by Paitliian hands, 

The grtat Sekucia Nisibis,^ and the^'^ 

Artaxata, Tiiedon, Ctc siphon, 

Turning witli easy 03 e thou may st behold 
All thf se th( Parthian, now some ages past, 

B3 great Ai saoes led, who founded fits^ 

Thai ernpiK under his dominion holds, 
hrom th< luxurious kings of Antioch won 
And just m time thou com’st to ha\e a view 
Of his gre it powtr , foi now the. Paithnn king 
In Ctf siphon hiih githei d ill his hoat^ 

Against tin Sejthi in, whose inemsions wild 
Have wasted Sogdiana , to her aid 
He maiches now in haste , sec, though irom far, 

His thousnids in xvhat martiil equip ige 
They issue lorth steel bows and shafts their arms, 

Of equ l1 clreid in flight ® ui in pursuit , 

All hoi semen, in which fight they most excel 
See how in wailiko muster they appear, 

In rhombs and wedges and half moons, and wings 
He look d and saw what numbers numberless 
The city gites outpoui’d light armed troops 
In coats of mail and military pnde , 

In mail the ir hoi ses clad yet fleet and strong, 

Prancing their iidcrs bore tbe flower and choice 
Of many provinces from bound to bound , 

From Aracbosia, from Oandaor cast, 

And Margiana to the Hyrcanian cliffs 


1 Capital of PartLia so called from its 
htuidred gates 

8 Modera research confirms this fict 
in a singular manner It is a fact 
worthy of remaik says Buckingham 
that at this moment while all tho 
inhabitants of Kermanshah drink of the 
Blroam of Aub Dedoong and of the 
tmnng called Aulji i Hassan K.han the 
Kmg^ sea alont has the water for him 
self and his harem brought from the 
sti^m of the Kara Soo (the Choaspes) 
We drank of it ourselves as we passed 


and from its supenonty to all tho 
waters of whiksh we had tasted since 
leiving tbe hanks of the Tigris tho 
di aught was delicious enough to bo 
fTweot even to tbe palsied taste of royalty 
itself — Quoted la Aldine EdiUon 

3 Macedonian 

4 Also named Antiochus 

fi Ctesiphon was tho plice at which 
the Partman kings always assembled 
their forces 

® They discharged their arrows as 
they fled 
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Of Oaucasus, and daik Ibenan dales,' 

From Atropatia and the neighbouring plains 
Of Adiabene, Media, and the south 
Of Susiana, to Balsara’s* haven 
He saw them in their foims of battle ranged, 

How quick they wheel d, and flying behind them shot 
Sharp sleet of arrowy showers against the face 
Of their pursuers and overcame by flight 
The field all iron cast a gleaming brown 
Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each hoin 
Cuirassiers all in steel for standing fight. 

Chariots or elephants endorsed with towers 
Of archers, nor of labouring pioneers 
A multitude with spades and axes arm d 
To lay hills plain fell woods, or valleys fill, 

Or where plain was raise hill, oi ovcilay 
With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke, 

Mules after these, camels, and dromedaries, 

And waggons fraught with utensils of war 
Such forces met not nor so wide a camp, 

When Agrican® with all his*northern powers 
Besieged Albr icca, as romances tell, 

The city of G ill iphrone from thence to win 
The fairest of her sex Angelica 
His daughter, sought by many prowest ^ knights 
Both Payninx, and the peers of Chailemam 
Such and so numerous was their chivalry , 

At sight whereof the fiend yet more piesumed, 

And to our Saviour thus his words renew d 
That thou may’st know I seek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not every way secure 


* Said to "be dark from tbeir thick 
forests 

* The Persian Gulf so called from 
Bussora or Balsera the port situated on 
it 

3 Agnesno one of the heroes of 
Boifu-^s Orlaudo Inamorato An 
jr^tca. his dauirhter was fabled to bo 
^e jcQO^t beautifnl woman of the age 
and. like Helen of Troy a fair mischief 
wlmug^to rise to continual strife She 
Ariostos ‘ Orlando Fiirioso 


Orlando goes mad for love of her Wo 
must i*emeral)or when we marvel some 
what at this blending of troth and 
fiction that the poems of Anosto and 
Boiardo had pro! ably be en the delight of 
Milton s joutn and that he is alluding 
to the greatest poets of his own age not 
merely to romances 
* Prowest is the superlative of prow 
from the old French valiant 

Punster 
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On no Blight grounds thy safety, heajr and mark 
To what end I have brought thee hither and shown 
All this fair sight, thy kingdom though foretold 
By prophet or by angel, unless thou 
Endeavour as thy father T)a\id did, 

Thou never shalt obtain , prediction still 
In all thint % and all men supposes means, 

Without ni( ans used, what it predicts revokes 
But say thou wert possess d oi David’s throne 
By fret consent of all, none opposite, 

Samaritan oi Jew, how could st thou hope 
Tjong to eujoy it quiet and secure, 

Between two such enclosing enemies, 

Roman and Parthian therefore one of these 
Thou must make sure thy own, the Parthian fir«>t 
By my advice, as neart r, and of late 
Found able by invasion to annoy 
Thy country, and captive lead away her kings, 

Antigoiuis, and old Hyreanus* bound, 

Maugre the Roman It shall be my task 
To render thee the Parthian ai dispose , 

Choose which thou wilt, by conquest or by league 
By him thou shalt regain, without him not, 

That which alone can truly reinstall thee 
In David s royal seat his tiue successor 
Deliverance of thy brethren, those ten tribes 
Whose ofTspnng mbs territory yet serve 
In Habor and among the Medes dispersed , 

Ten sons of Jacob two of Joseph lost 
Thus long from Israel, serving, as of old 
Their fathers in the land of Egypt served, 
l^his offer sets before thee to deliver 
These if fiom servitude thou shalt restore 
To their inheritance, then, nor till then, 

Thou on the throne of David in full glory, 

From Egypt to Euphrates and beyond, 

Shalt reign, and Rome or Cmsar not need fear 

* The Parthians led Hyi-canus away ciptave to Seleucia when he wae seveo^ 
yoara old — -Sff JoaEPHtb 
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To whom our Saviour answer’d thus unmoved* 
Much ostentation vain of fleshly arm. 

And fragile arms, much instrument of war 
Long in preparing, soon to nothing brought, 

Before mine eyes thou hast set , and in my ear 
Vented much policy and projects deep 
Of enemies, of aids, bittles, and leagues, 

Plausible to the woild to me worth nought 
Means I must use, thou say si piediction else 
Will unpredict and fail me of the throne 
My time, I told thee, (and that time for thee 
Wore better farthest off ) is not yet come , 

When that comes, think not thou to find me slack 

On my part aught ondcivouiing or to need 

Thy politic maxims, or that cumbei some 

Luggage of war there shown me argument 

Of human weakness rather than of strength 

My brethren, as thou call st them, those ten tribes 

I must deliver, if I me m to reign 

David s true heir, and his full sctptie sway 

To ]ust extent ovei all Israel s sons 

But whence to thee this zeal, wheie was it then 

For Israel, or for David, oi his tin one, 

When thou stood st ujj liis tempter to the pride 
Of numb'ring Israel which eost the lives 
Of threescore and ten thousand Israelites 
By throe days’ pestilenee P ^ sueh was thy zeal 
To Israel then, the same that now to me 
As for those captive tribes, themselves were they 
Who wrought their own captivity fell off 
From Cfod to worship calves, the deities 
Egypt, Baal next and Ashtaroth, 

And all th’ idolatries of heathen round. 

Besides their other worse than htatheiiish crimes , 
Nor in the land of their captivity, 

Humbled themselves, or penitent besought 
The God of their forefathers , but so died 
Impenitent, and left a race behind 


1 1 Chrou xxi 1 
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Like to themselves, distinguishable scarce 
From Gentiles, but by ciicumcision vain. 

And God with idols in tlicir woiship joined. 

Should I of these the liberty regard, 

Who freed as to their ancient patiimony. 
Unhumbled unrepentant uni^toimd, 

Headlong \\<mld follow , and to their gods perhaps 
Of Bethel and of Dan t no let them serve 
Their enemies who servt idols with God 
Yet he at length time to himselt best known, 
Ttt^memb’nng Abraham, by some wondrous call 
IVIiy bung them hick repent int and sincere. 

And at their pas ung ch ave the Assy>'ian flood. 
While to tlieir native lind witti ]oy they haste. 

As the Red Sea and lord in once he cleft, 

When to the })romiscd land their fathers pass’d , 

To hia due time and providence 1 lea\e them 
So spake Israel s true king and to the hend 
Made aiiswir meet, that made void all his wiles 
So fares it when with truth falsehood contends 
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BOOK IV 

pFppiLx’p aiid troubled at his bad success 
The tempter sttiod, nor had what to reply, 

Discover d m his fraud thrown from his hope 

So oft, and the persuasive rhetoric 

That sleek d liis tongue, and won so much on Eve , 

So little here nay lost but Eve was Eve, 

This far Ins over match, who self deceived 
And rash, before hand had no better weigh d 
The ^rength he was to cope with or his own 
But as a man ^o had been matchless held 
In cunning over reach’d where least he thought, 

To salve his credit, and for very spite , 

Still will be tempting him who foils him still, 

And never cease, though to his shame the more , 

Or as a sw irm of flies in vintage time. 

About the wine press wheie sweet must is pour d, 
Beat ofl!' leturns as oft with humming sound, 

Or surging waves against a solid rock. 

Though all to shivers dash’d, the assault renew, 

Vain battry, and in froth or bubbles end, 

So Satan, whom repulse upon repulse 
Met ever, and to shameful silence brought. 

Yet gives not o er, though desperate of success, 

And his vain importunity pursues 
He brought our Saviour to the western side 
Of that high mountain, whence he might behold 
Another plain,' long, but m breadth not wide. 

Wash’d by the southern sea, and on the north 
To equal length back’d with a ridge of hills, ^ 

That screen’d the fruits of the earth and seats of men 


» Italy, washed by the Mediterranean 


The Apennines 
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Fiom cold Septentrion blasts, thence in the midst 
Divided by a nver, of whose banks 
On each side an imperial city stood, 

With towers and temples pioudlv elevate 
On seven small lulls with palaces adorn’d, 
f^orches and theatres, batliM aqueducts 
Statues and tiophies, and triumphal arcs, 

Gaidens and grovts presented to his eyes 
xVbove the highth of mountains interposed 
By what strange parallax or optic skill 
Of vision, multiplied thiough air, oi glass 
Of telescope, were cuiious to tnquiie 
And now the tempter thus his siknce broke 
llie city which thou seest no oiliei deem 
dhan grt^at and glorious Home, queen of the earth 
So f u renown d, and with the spoils eniieh d 
Of nations , there the Capitol thou seest 
Above the rest lifting his stately head 
On ‘♦'he d’arpeian rock her citadel 
Impregnable, and there mount Palatine, 

Th imperial palace, compass huge and high 
The structure skill of noblest architects, 

With gilded battlements conspicuous far. 

Turrets, and ten aces, and glittering spires 
Many a fair edifice besides, raoie like 
Houses of gods so well I have disposed 
My aeiy microscope, thou mayst behold 
Outside and inside both, pillars and roofs, 

Carved work, the hand of famed artificers 

In cedar, marble, ivory, or gold 

Thence to the gates cast round thine eye and see 

What conflux issuing forth, or ent niig in, 

Prastorg proconsuls to their provinces 
Hasting or on return, in robes of state , 

Lictors and rods the ensigns of their powei, 

Legions and cohorts, turms^ of horse and wings, 

Or embassies from regions far remote 
In vaiious habits on the Appian road, 

i Tioops of lior«<o a woi*d coined from tb© Latin tumia Bqtiitum tumoue — « 
ViKO Ma V 300 - iStfcWTON 
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Or on th’ Emilian,^ some from farthest south 
Syene, and where the shadow both way falls, 
Meroe, Nilotic isle and more to west, 

The realm of Bocchub® to the Black moor sea , 
riom the Asian kings and Parthian, among these, 
] rom India and the golden Cheisonese, 

And utmost Indim isle Tiprobane, 

Dusk faces with white silktn turlians wreath’d 
Piom G illia Gades ^ and the Biitish west 
Gumans ind Scythiins, and Harmitians north 
Beyond Danubius to the Tinric pool® 

All nations now to Rome obedience pay 
lo Rome s great erapeior whose wide domain 
In imple teiiitory, wt ilth and power, 

Civility ot m inners, iits and arms 

And long ruiown thou justly m ly st prefer 

Bcfoie the Parthiin these two thrones except, 

The lest iie b irbiioiis and se uee woith the sight, 
Shared among petty kings too far removed 
These having shown thee I have shown thee all 
The kingdoms oi the world, and all their glory 
This empeioi ® hith no son, and now is old, 

Old and lascivious, ind fiom Rome lotired 
To Caprt t an island small but strong 
On the Oampani m shore, with purpose there 
His hori id lusts in private to enjoy. 

Committing to a wicked favourite ^ 

All public cai es, and yet of him suspicious. 

Hated of all and hating with what ease. 

Indued with legal virtues as thou art. 

Appearing ind beginning noble deeds, 

Might bt thou expel this monster from his throne. 
Now made a sty, and in his place ascending, 

A victor people free from servile yoke ? 

And with my help thou may’st, to me the power 


1 The Appian load led towai*d8 the 
south of Italy and the Jbmllian towards 
the north 

^ Put for the farthest point of the 
Roman Empire 
» Mauritania 


^ Cadiz m Spain the extreme west of 
the Roman Empme 
* Palus Msootis or Black Soa. 

® Tibenus 
^ Sejanus 
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Is given, and by that right T give it thee 
Aim therefore at no less than all the world, 

Aim at the highest without the highest attain’d 
Will be for thee no sitting, or ncAlong 
On David’s throne be prophesied what will 
To whom the Son ot God unmoved replied. 

Nor doth this gj-andeui and majestic show 
Of luxury, though call’d magmfi( eiice. 

More than of a^ms befoic, aliuio mine eye, 

Mui h less my mind , though thou should st add to tell 
Then sumptuous gluttonies ind goigeous feasts 
On eitron tables' or Atlantic stone, 

For 1 have also lu ird ])erh ips have re id 
Their wines of Sttia Cale*^ ind Fakrno ^ 

Chios and Cittc and how they qu ifl in gold, 

Cryst il and m ynhine cups emb )Si d with gt ms 
And studs ot pt irl, to in( should st tell who thiist 
And hunger still Ihen embsssus thou show st 
Fum nations far and nigh Wh it honour that, 

But tedious waste of time to sit and hear 
So many hollow compliments and lies, 

Outlandish flattenes ? then proceed’st to t ilk 
Of the emperoi how easily subdued, 

How gloriously , 1 shall, thou say st, expel 
A brutish monster what if I withal 
Expel a devil who first made him such ? 

Let his tormenter conscience find him out , 

For him I was not sent, nor }et to free 
That people, victor once, now vile md base, 

Deservedly made vassal, who, once just 

Pi u gal, and mild, and temperate, conquer’d well, 

But gi vern ill the nations under yoke, 

Peeling their provinces, exhausted all 
But lust and rapine , first ambitious grown 
Of tnumph, that insulting vanity , 

Then cruel, by their sports to blood mured 

> Tables of citron wood were very the woods of Atlas were explored for 

highly valued by the Romans It grew citron wood 

on Mount Atlas Atlantic stone was 3 These were famous Campanian wines 

g robably marble from Numidia Pliny Falerian was the best wine they posses? fid. 

i liis mat Nat Eb v c 1 , says that 3 Greek winos 
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Of fighting beasts, and men to beasts exposed, 
Ijuxurions by their wealth, and greedier still, 

And from the daily scene effeminate 

What wise and valiant man would seek to free 

These thus degenerate, by themselves enslaved. 

Or could of inward slaves make outwaid free? 
Know therefore, when my season comes to sit 
On David s throne, it shall be like a tree 
Spreading and overshadowing all the earth, 

Or as a stone that shall to pieces dash 
All monai chits besides throughout the world, 

And of my kingdom there sli til be no end 
Means theie shall be to this, but what the means. 
Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell 
To whom the temptei impudent replied 
I see all offers made by me how slight 
Ihou valu’bt, because offer d, and rejcct’st, 
Nothing will plexse the difficult and nice, 

Or nothing more than still to contradict 
On the other side know also thou that I 
On what I offer stt as higli esticm 
Nor what I part with mean to give for nought, 
All these which in a moment thou behold’st, 
llie kingdoms of the world to thee I give , 

For, giv’n to me, I give to whom I please, 

No trifle, yet with this reserve, not else. 

On this condition, if thou wilt fall down. 

And worship me as thy superior lord. 

Easily done, and hold them all of me 
For what can less so great a gift deserve? 

Whom thus our Saviour answer’d with disdain 
I never liked thy talk, thy offers less. 

Now both abhor, since thou hast dared to utter 
The abominable terms, impious condition , 

But I endure the time, till which expired. 

Thou hast permission on me It is written 
The first of all commandments, Thou shalt worship 
The Lord thy God, and only him shalt serve , 

And dar’st thou to the Son of God propound 
To worship thee accurst, now more accurst 
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For this attempt, bolder than that ob Eve, 

And more blasphemous ? which expect to rue 
The kingdoms of the woild to thee were giv*n, 
Permitted rather, and by thee iwiurp d. 

Other donation none thou canst produce 
If giv n by whom but by the King of kings, 

God over all Supreme? if given to thee, 

By thee how faiily is the giver now 

Repaid P but gratitude in thee is lost 

Long since Wert thou so void of feai or shame. 

As offer them to me the Son of God, 

To me my own, on such abhorred pact. 

That I fall down and woiship thee as God? 

Get thee behind me , plain thou now appear bt 
That evil one, Satan tor ever damn d 

To whom the hend with fear abash’d rephed 
Be not so sore offended Son of God, 

Though sons of God both angels are ind men 
If 1 to try wheihei m higher soit 
Than these thou beai &t tint title bave proposed 
What both from men and angels 1 receive, 

Tetrarohs of hit air, flood, and on the earth 
[Nations besides fiom all tlie quartei d winds, 

God of this woild invoked and world beneath 
Who then thou irt whose coming is foretolu 
To me so fatil me it most concerns 
The trial hath iiidamaged thee no way. 

Rather more honour left and more esteem , 

Me nought ad\ antagod, misbing what I aim d 
Therefore let pass as they are transitory. 

The kingdoms of this world , I sh ill no more 
Advise thee , gun them as thou canst, or not 
And thou thyself seem st otherwise inclined 
Than to a woildly ciown, addicted more 
To contemplation and profound dispute, 

As by that early action may be judged, 

When, shpping from thy mother’s eye, thou went’st 
Alone into the temple, there wast found 
Amongst the gravest rabbies disputant 
On pointa and questions fitting Moses* chair, 


4iS^ 
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Teaching, not taught The childhood shows the man, 
As morning shows the day Be famous then 
By wisdom , as thy empire must extend, 

So let extend thy mind o’er all the world 
In knowledge, all things in it comprehend 
All knowledge is not couch d in Moses’ law, 

The Pentateuch, or what the prophets wrote, 

The Gentiles also know and wnte, and teach 
To admii xiion, led by natuie’s light , 

And with the Gentiles mucli thou must converse, 
Iluling them by persuasion as thou mean’st. 

Without thur learning how wilt thou with them, 

Or tliey with thee, hold conversation meet? 

How wilt thou reason with them ? how refute 
Their idolisms, traditions paradoxes? 

Erroi by his own arms is best evinced 
LoqI once more, ere we leave this specular mount, 
Westward, much nearer by south west, behold 
Where on the il^jgean shore a city stands 
Built nobly, pure the air and light the soil, 

Athens the eye of Greece ‘ mother of arts 
And eloquence native to f iirous wits, 

Oi hospitable m her sweet recess, 

City or suburban, studious walks and shades , 

See there the olive grove of Academe,^ 

Ida to s letnement, where the Attic bird^ 

Trills her thick warbled notes the summer long , 

There flow’ry hill Ilymettus with the sound 
Of bees’ industrious muimur oft invites 
To studious musing, there Ilissus lolls 
Ills whispering stream , within the walls then view 
The schools of ancient sages, his"^ who bred 
Great Alexander to sudue the world, 

, Lyceum theie and painted Stoa next 
There thou shalt hear and learn the seciet power 


1 So called by Demosthenes —Nfwtout 

2 A gymnasium or place of exercise 
m the suburbs of Athens surrounded by 
woods It took its name from Academus 
one of the heroes In this Academe or 
Academy Plato taught 

® The nightingale x « , Philomeja, the 


daughter of Pandion King of Athens 
was changed into a nightingale 
< Aristotle The Lyceum was the 
school of Aristotle Stoa was the school 
of ^eno whose disciples were hence 
called Stoics This Stoa or portteo^ was 
adorned with a variety of paintings* 
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Of harmony, in tones and nttmbers hit 
By voice or hand and vanoiib measured verse, 
Aolian charms ^ and Dorian I^nc odts, 

Andhig who gave them breath biiC higher sung, 
Blind Molesiofenes ^ thence Homer ciH d, 

A^hose poem Phudius ehallenged for his own 
Thence what the loft) gi ive tiagedians taught 
In Chorus oi lam lack, ttacheis best 
Of moral pnidtnce with delight i(C( ived, 

In brut sententions j)re( cptfe while they treat 
Of fate and chance and change in human life, 
High actions and high passions best describing 
Thence to the fimons oi ifors repair, 

Jliose ancient whose lesistlcss eloe}nenco 
Wielded at will that fiei^t democratic, 

Shook the arson d ind fulniin’d ovCi Greece, 

To Macedon aid Ail ixtixes’ throne 
To sage philosophy nc xt lend thine ear, 

Prorr heiv n descended to the low rooft house 
Of Socrates , see tiicie his tenement, 

Whom well inspired the oracle pionounced 
Wisest of men, from whoso month issued forth 
Mellifluous streams that water d ill the schools 
Of Academics ^ old and new with those 
Surnamed Peripatetics,** and the sect 
Epicurean, and the Stoic severe , 

These here re\ olve or as thou lik st, at home, 
Till time mature thee to a kingdom s weight, 
These rules will render thee i king complete 
Within thyself, much moie with empire ]om*d 
To whom oui Saviour thus sagely rephed 
Think nc+ but that I know these things, or think 
I know them not, not theietore am I short 
Of knowing what I ought he who receives 
Light from above, from the fountain of light, 


» jEolian charms The poems of Alcceus 
and Sappho the Dorian lyric odts were 
those of Pindar —Newton 
2 Homer was so called by his mother 
because he was born near the Biver 
Melea 


® The old Academic philosophers were 
those who followed Plato the new those 
who followed Carneades —See Dunsteb 

* Pupils of Aristotle so called because 
they taught while walking 
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No other doctnne needs, thongh granted true 
But these are false, or little else but dreams, 
Conjectures, fancies, built on nothing firm 
The first and wisest of them all ^ professed 
To know this only, that he nothing knew , 

The next to fabling fell and smooth conceits , * 

A third sort doubted all things,® though plain sense; 
Otheis m virtue plated felicity. 

But virtue join d with riches and long life , 

In corporal pleasure he and careless ease , 

The Stoic last m philosojihic pride 

By him call d virtue , and his virtuous man, 

Wise perfect in himself and all possessing 
Equal to God, oft shames not to prefer, 

As fearing God nor man, contemning all 
Wealth, pleasure, pain or torment, death and life, 
Which when he lists he leaves, or boasts he can, 

For all his tedious talk is but vain boast 
Or subtle shitts conviction to evade 
Alas ’ what can they teach and not mislead, 
Ignorant of themselves, of God much moie 
And how the world began, and how man fell 
Degraded by himstlf on grace depending ? 

Much of the soul they talk, but all awry 
And in themselves seek virtue, and to themselves 
All glory arrogate, to God give none, 

Rather accuse him under usual names 
Fortune and fate, as one regardless quite 
Of mortal things Who therefore seeks in these 
True wisdom, finds her not or by delusion 
Far woise, her false resemblance only meets, 

An empty cloud * However, many books 
Wise men have said are wearisome, who reads 
Incessantly, and to his reading brings not 
A spint and judgment equal or supeiior, 

(And what he brings what need he else^^llere seek?) 


t Socrates 
a Plato 

* The Pyrrhomans or disciples of 
Pyrrho who weie sceptics —Newton 


* An allusion to the fable of Ixion 
who embraced a cloud which had th© 
form uf Juno Newton, 
s Eocles xii 12 
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Uncertain and unsettled still roinAin«, 

l)et p versed in books and shallow in himself, 

Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys 

And trifles for choice matters, wortti a sponge, 

A children gathhing j^ebbles on the shore 

Or if I would dc light in v private hours 

\\ ith mil MIC or with poem whcic so soon 

A« in our native, language oau 1 find 

That solnot ^ all our law and story strew d 

With hymns our psalms with artful terms insciibcd 

Oui Hebi*cw songs and h irps in Babylon 

Thai jdcased so well our victor’b eir dec laic 

That rather Greece from us these aits dcincd, 

111 mutated, while thej loudest sing 

The vices of their deities and their own 

In fable, hymn or song, so person iti ng 

Their gods ridiculous, and themselves past shamt 

Ilemj\e their swelling epithets, thick laid 

As vo-rnish on a harlot s cheek, the rest 

Thin sown with aught of profit or delight, 

Will far be found unworthy to compare 
With Sion s songs, to all true tastes excelling 
Where God is praised aright, and godlike men 
The Holiest of Holies, and his saints 
8uch aie from God inspired not such from thee. 
Unless where moral virtue is expiess d 
By light of nature not in all quite lost 
Their orators thou then extoVst as those 
The top of eloquence statists indeed, 

And lovers of their country, as may seem , 

But heiem to our prophets far beneath, 

As men di/inely taught, and better teaching 
The sobd rules of civil government 
In their majestic unaffected style. 

Than all the oratory of Greece and Home 
In them is plainest taught, and easiest learnt 
What makes a nation happy, and keeps it so 
Wbat imns kingdoms, and lays cities fiat , 

These only with our law best form a king 
So spake the Sou of Gob, but Satan, now, 

Jb e 



418 


PARABI&B REGAINED 


Quite at a loss, for all his darts were spent. 

Thus to our Saviour with stem brow rephed 
Since neither wealth, nor honour, arms, nor arts. 
Kingdom, nor empire pleases thee, nor aught 
By me proposed m life contemplative 
Oi active, tended on by glory or fame. 

What dost thou in this world ? the wilderness 
For thee is fittest place , I found thee there. 

And thither will return thee , > et remember 
What I foretell thee soon thou shalt have cause 
To wish thou never hadst rejected thus 
Nicely or cautioubly my offer d aid, 

Which would have set thee in short time with ease 
On David s throne, or throne of all the world, 

Now at full age, fulness of time, thy season, 

When prophecies of thee are best fulfill d 
Now contrary if I read aught in heav n, 

Oi hcav’n write aught of fate, by what the stars, 
Voluminous, or single characters, 

In their conjunction met give me to spell. 

Sorrows, and labours, opposition, hate. 

Attends thee, scorns, reprou.chc8 injuries, 

Violenct, and stripes, and lastly cruel death 
A kingdom they poitend thee, but what kingdom, 
Real or allegoric, I discern not. 

Nor when, eternal sure, as without end, 

Without beginning, for no date prefint 
Directs me in the starry rubric set 
So saying he took, for still he knew his pow’r 
Not yet expired, and to the wilderness 
Brought back the Son of God, and left him there. 
Feigning to disappear Darkness now rose, 

As daylight sunk, and brought m low’rmg Night, 

Her shadowy offspring, unsubstantial both, 

Privation mere of light and absent day 
Our Saviour meek and with untroubled mmd 
After his aery jaunt though humed sore, 

Hungry and cold betook him to his rest. 

Wherever, under some concourse of shades. 

Whose branching arms thick intei twined might shield 
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From dews and damps of mght lus shelter’d head, 

Blit shelter’d slept m vain for at his head 
The tempter watch d and soon with ngiy dreams 
Disturb d his sleep and either tiopu now 
’Gan thandei, and both ends of heiv n the clouds 
Fiom manv a horrid ntt aboitive pour d 

cice rain ^Mth li^ht mug miv d w itt r with fire 
In luui reconciled noi siejit the winds 
Within tbtu stony caves but rush d abioid 
hiom the foui hinges^ ot the wuitl, and fell 
On the vext wildeiius whose tillest pines 
'though looted deep high, and sturdiest oaks 
Bow d then stiff necl s, loidm with stormy blasts, 

Oi toi n uj) -iheei ill wast thou Bhrouded then, 

0 patient Son of Goi>, yet only stood st 

IJnsliiken , noi yet stud the terror there 

Infernal gliosts and hellish furies round 

Envii oil’d thee some howl d some yell d some shriek’d, 

Some bent at thee th^ir fieiy darts while thou 

Sat st unappall d in calm and sinless peace 

Thus pass d the night so foul till moining fair 

Came forth with pilgrim steps m amice gray, 

Who with her radiant finger still d the roar 
Of thunder, chased the clouds, and laid the winds, 

And grisly specties which the fiend had raised 
To tempt the Son of God with terrors due 
And now the sun with more efftctual beams 
Had cheer d the face of earth, and dned the wet 
Fiom diooping plant or drooping tree , the birds, 

Who all things now behold raoie fresh and green, 

After a night of storm so ruinous. 

Clear’d up tueir choicest notes in bush and spray, 

To gratulate the sweet return of morn 
Kor yet amidst this joy and brightest mom 
Was absent after all his mischief done, 

The pnnee of darkness, glad would also seem 
Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came. 


1 The cardinal points — north south the word cardinal is derived signifies a 
ast and west Oardo from whence hmge. 



420 


PAEADISE EEOAmED 


Yet with no new device, they all were spent, 

Rather by this his last affront resolved, 

Desperate of better course, to vent his rage. 

And mad despite to be so oft repell’d 
Him walking on a sunny hill he found, 

B icl d on the north and west by a thick wood 
Gut of the wood he staits in wonted shape 
And in a careless mood thus to him said 
Fair morning yet betides thee Son of God, 

After a dismal night I he ird th( rack 
As eirth and sky would mingle, but myself 
Was distant, and these flaws ‘ though mortals fear them 
As dangerous to the pillar’d fiame of heav n, 

Or to the caith s dark basis underneath, 

Aie to the mam as inconsiderable 

And hairaless, if not wholesome as a sneeze 

To man s less universe, and soon are gone , 

Yet as being ofttimes noxious where they light 
On man, beast, plant wasteful and turbulent, 
lake turbulencies in the affiirs of men, 

Over whose heads they roar and seem to point, 

They oft fore signify and threaten ill 
This tempc st at this desert most was bent 
Of men it thee for only thou here dwell st 
Did I not tell thee if thou did st reject 
The perfect season offer d with my aid 
To win thy destined seat but wilt prolong 
All to the push of fate, pursue thy way 
Of gaining David’s throne no man knows when. 

For both the when and how is no where told, 

Thou shalt be what thou art ordain d no doubt , 

For angels hive proclaim d it, but concealing 
The time and means , each act is nghtliest done 
Hot when it must, but when it may be best 
If thou observe not this, be suie to find, 

"Wliat F foretold thee, many a hard assay 
Of dangers, and adversities, and pains. 

Ere thou of Israel’s sceptre get fast hold , 

* A eea term a sudden gust of wind 
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Whereof this ommoas ni£?ht that closed thee round, 
So m > ny terrors, voices prodigies. 

May warn thee, as a sure fore going 8>gn 
So talk d he while the Sou ot Ttod wt nt on 
And staid not but in brief him answer d thus 
Me worse thin wet thou hnd st not, otlui harm 
Those teiK which thou speak st of did me none, 
I nevei tear d they lonld thon^di noising loud 
And tl re it uing nigh what tiny can do as signs 
Bttok’ning oi ill boding I conUi ui 
As fal'^e poi tents not sent from Ctoi> but thee 
Who knowing I sh ill r< ign past thy preventing, 
Obtrud bt thy otki d aid, th it I accepting 
At le ist mi^ht seem to hold all j ow r of thee. 
Ambitious '^pirit ^ and would si bo thought my GoD, 
And stoim st refused thiiil ing to t< riiiy 
Me to thy will Desi t thou art disccin d 
And toil st in vain nor me m vain molest 

To waom the ticnd now swell n with i ig( leplied 
Then hear O Son ot D ivid viigm born, 

For Son of Gon to me is yet in doubt 
Of +he Messiah I had lu ard toietold 
By all the prophets , of thy birth at length 
Announced by Gabiiel with the first I 1 new, 

And ot the ingelic song m Bethlehem field, 

On thv biithmglit th it sung thee Saviour born 
From that time seldom have 1 ceased to eye 
Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youth, 

Thy manhood list, though yet in private bred, 

Till at the foid of Jordui whither all 
Flock’d to the Baptist, 1 among the rest, 

Though no ^ to bo b ipti/ed by voice from hcav n 
Heard thee pronounced the Son of God beloved 
Tliencefoith I thought thee woith my nearer view 
And narrower scrutiny that I might learn 
In what degiee or meaning thou art call’d 
The Son of God, which bears no single sense, 

The Son of God I also am, or was. 

And if I was T am , relation stands , 

All men are sons of God , yet thee I thought 
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In some respect far higher so declared 
Therefore I watch’d thy footsteps from that hoar, 

And follow’d thee still on to this waste wild , 

Where by all best conjectures I collect 
Thou ai*t to be my fatal enemy 
Good reason then, if I beforehand seek 
To understand my adversary, who. 

And what he is , his wisdom power, intent, 

By pari, or composition, truce or league. 

To win him, or win from him what I can 

And opjiortunity I here have had 

To tiy thee, sift thee, and confess h ive found thee 

Proof against all temptation as a lock 

Of adamant and as a centie firm, 

To the utmost of mere man both wise and good, 

Kot more for honours richts kingdoms gloiv, 

Have been bcfoie contemn d, and may again 
Therefore to know what more thou art than man, 

Worth naming Son of God by voice from heaven, 
Another method I must now begin 

So saying he caught him nj) and without wing 
Of hippoguf ‘ boie through the ur sublime 
Over the wildtincss and o’er the plain , 

Till niiderneith them fur Jeinsalem, 

The holy city, lifted high hei toweis, 

And higher yet the glorious temple rear’d 
Hti pile far off appealing like a mount 
Of alabaster topp d with golden spues 
Theie on the highest pinnaele he set 
The Son of God, ind added thus m seom 

There stand, if tbon wilt stind , to stand upright 
Will ask thee skill , 1 to thy father s house 
Have brought thee, and highest placed, highest is best, 
How show thy progeny if not to stand, 

Oast thyself down , safely, if Son of God , 

For it IS written He will give command 
Concerning thee to his angels, m their hands 
They shall uplift thee, lest at any time 

* A fabulous creature on which Anosto s heroes were borne through the air 
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Thou chance to dash thy foot against a stone 
To whom tlms Jtsus Also it is written, 

Tempt not the Lord thy God he Smd and stood 
But Satan smitten with amazement fell 
As when earth’s son Antmu* * to compare 
Small thnsgs with greatest, in Iiassa stro\e 
With Jovt s Alcides, and oft foil d still rose, 
Becemng from his mother tarth new strength, 
Fresh from his fall, and fieicei gi apple join’d, 
Thiottled at length in th air, expired and fell , 

So aftci many a foil the tempter pioiid, 

Benewing fiesh assinlts amidst hi<^ piide 
Fell whence he stood to see his victoi fall 
And as that Tluban monstei ® tliat proposed 
Her riddle, and him who solved it nol, d( vonr d 
Tint once found out and solved, tor guef and s]»ite 
Cast herself headlong from th’ Ismenian steep , 

So strn k with die ad and anguish fell the fiend, 
And to hib crew th ih s it consulting brought 
Joyless timmphals of Ins hoped si ccess, 

Bum, and desperation and dismay 

Who durst so proudly tempt the Son of God 

So Satan fell and straight a fiery globe 

Of angels on full sail of wing flew nigb 

Who on their plumy vans received Him soft 

From Ills nneasy station md u})boie 

As on a floating couch through the blithe air, 

Then in a flow rj valley set Him down 
On a green bank, and set befoie Him spread 
A table of celestial food, divine, 

Ambrosi fruits, fetch d from the Tree of Life, 
And from the Fonnt of Life ambrosial drink 
That soon refresh’d Him weaned, and repair d 
What hunger, if aught hunger had impair d 
Or thirst , and, as He fed angelic quires 
Sung heav’nly anthems of his victory 


1 A giant of Libya son of Terra (the 
earth) and Neptune (the sea) Alcides 
(Hercules) attacked hiin and as every 
tune the giant touched the earth he 
received new strength Hercules lifted 


him. up into the air md squeezed him 
to death in his arms Irassa was a city 
in I ibya 
3 The Sphinx 




424 


PAMABISB REGAINED 


Ovei temptation and the tempter proud 
True Image of the father, whether throned 
In the bosom of bliss, and light of light 
Conceiving, or remote from heav’n, enshnned 
In fitshly tabern icle and human form. 

Wand nng the AMlderness, whatever place, 

H ibit, or state, or motion, still expressing 
Tdic Son of God, with god like toicc indued 
Agunst th attempter of thy Fathci s throne. 

And thief of piradise, him long of old 
hoii didst dcbcl * and down from heav n cast 
With ill his army, now thou has avenged 
'^upjil inted Adam and by vanquishing 
'^I’emptation hast icgam d lost Paradise , 

And fiustiatcd the conquest fraudulent 
He nc\tr moio henceforth will dare set foot 
In F 11 idise to tempt , his sn lies are broke 
Poi though thit sc it of euthly bliss be fail d, 

A tailor paiadise is founded now 
I oi Adam and his chosen sons whom thou 
A Sa\iour irt come down to re install 
Wlieie they shall dwell secure when ttoie shall be, 
Of tempter and temptation without feai 
But thou, infernal serpent, shalt not long 
Kule in the clouds , like an autumnal star 
Oi light rung thou shalt fall fioin hea\’n trod do’wn 
Under llis feet for proof ere this thou feel st 
Thy wound, yet not thy last and deadliest wound, 
By this repulse received and hold st in hell 
No tiiumph In all her gxtes Abaddon‘S rues 
Thy bold attempt , hereafter leom with awe 
To dread the Son of God he all unarm’d 
Shall ch ise thee with the teiror of his voice 
From thy demoniac holds posses'-ioii foul, 

Thee ind thy legions , yelling they shall fly. 

And beg to hide them iii a hei d of sw me, 

Lest he command them down into the deep 


* Conquer 

2 IX 11 The namo is herq applied to hell. 
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Bonnd, and to torment sent before then time 
Hail Son of the most High heir of both worlds, 
Quelier of Satan on thy glorious woik 
U^^ow enter, and begin to sa\e njankind 

Thiis they the Son of God our Saviour meek 
Sung victor, and from hcav’nly feast refresh d 
Brought on his ly with "joy, he unobser\td 
Home to his mother s house piivate letum d 




A DRAMATIC POEM 

THE AUraOB 

JOHN MILTON 
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Aristoi Poet c vi 

iniitatio ictionis snit A( i)tr iRisei it oidnm tt mctura perficieiia 
talium affettiium lustratiouem 



OF THAT SOET OF DRAMATIC FOEM WHICH IS 
CALLED 'lUAUEDY 


Preface writ tin by Miiton 

Tragedy as it was anciently composed bith been ever held the grivest moralest 
and most profitable of all other poems thciofoio sud by An st otic to be of power 
by rsising pit> and fear or tenor to purge the mind rf those an 1 such like 
pissions that is to tempi r and lediuo them to just me asm e with a kind of delight 
stared up by leading or seeing those pissions well imitited Noi is nature wanting 
in her own effetts to make good hia assertion for so m jihysic things of nielincholic 
hue and qu dity aie used unst rnoluieholj sour igainat sour salt to remove salt 
humours lleiico philosopliois and othei gi ivest wnteis is Cicero Plutarch and 
others fiequontly eite out >f tragic poets bith to idorn and illustrate their 
discourse The Apostle 1 ml himself thought it not unworthy tr insert a verse 
of Euiipidos into the text of Holy '^crijdure 1 Cur x\ 51 i and laiaius com 
moiituig on the Revelation divides tbo while bcik as a ti iged’^ into acts dis 
thiguished each by i ehoiiis of heavenly harpnigs and song between Heietoforo 
men in highe t dignity have lihoured not i little to ho thought able to comxK se a 
tragedy Of that honour Dionysius the cldtr wis no less ambitious than before of 
his attuning to the tjiaimy Augustus Cwsir ilso had begun his Ajax but 
unable ti pleise hts own judgment with whit he had begun left it unfinished 
Soueci the philos qiher is by some thought the author of those trigedies at least 
the best of them thit go undci thit nvme Gregory Namn/tn a fithei of the 
Church thought it not unbeseeming the smetityof his peison to write a tragodj 
w lilt h 18 entitled Christ Huff ering This is mentioned to vindicate trigcdj fiom 

the sm ill esteem or i ither infam\ which m the account of many it i ndergoea at 
this dayJ witli other common interludes happening through the poets error of 
intermixing comic stuff with tra^c sadness and grivity or Introducing trivi il at d 
vulgir persons which by all julicious hath been counted absurd and brought m 
without discretion corruptly to gratify the poojile And though ancient tragcdi 
use no prologue jet using sometimes in Cise of self defence or explinition that 
which Martial calls an epistle m behalf of this tragedy corning forth after the 

• Fvil communications corrupt good manners 
The Puritans held the diama in the utmost abhorrence It was probably on this 
account that the Puritan Poet wrote this defence of tragedj to justify himself for 
writing a drama 
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'mcient manner much different from ^hat among us passes for best thus much 
beforehand nnv be epistled that Chorus is htio introduced after the Greek 
manner not imitnt only but modem and stiU in use among the Italians In the 
modelling theicforo of this poem with good reason ^ho aiuienta and Italians are 
rather foll< wed as of much more authority and faint Tlic ni asure of verse used 
in the choiuH is of all sorts called the Gro'^ks M mofitroxiliie or rathi^r \polely 
inuion witiiout regarl hid to Strfpbc Antistroj be or Fjtodc which wtro u kind 
of stanziM filmed orU f »r the musi then used with the chorus tbf t sung not 
tssenti d to tho poem t id therefore not raateri d or being divided into Htanzas or 
jnuscs they may be called Alloeostroiiha Division into act and scene lefeiring 
chiefly tt tho st f;c vLnh this work nevei was uiiendod is hero omitted 
It bufficos if tho whole drama bo found not produced beyond tho fifth act of tho 
style and uniformity and tliat commonly called tho jdot wliethei intricitc or 
explicit which i nothing indeed but such economy or disposition of tlie fable as 
may stind best with icnsimilitu Ic and doconim they only will best judge wh aro 
not unacquainted witli il scbyln S iphoclcs and Funjndcs tho three li igit i>oct8 
nncqudled act by arn ai d the best rule to all who endeavour to write tragedy 
Ihe eireumscnpti )n jf time wIk rein the whole drama begins and ends is according 
to ineient lule and best o\amplo within the apace of twenty four hours 
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Samson made captive blind and now in tbe pi laon at Gava there to labour as in a 
common workhouse on a fostiv il day in the general cessation from 1 ibour comes 
forth into tho open ui to a place m,,h somewhat retiiod there to sit awhile anl 
bemoan his ((. ndition where lie hap]»ons at length to bo visited by certain friends 
and equals of liis tribe which in ikc the chorus who seek to comfort him what they 
can thou by his old fithcr M moth who endc ivours the like and withil tells him 
bis purpose to pun me his lilicrty bv lansorn md lastl> tint this feist was 
piociaimod by tho Ihihstmes as a divof th inksgiviiig for then deliverance from 
the hands of Samson winch jot more triublcs him Manoih then departs to 
prosecute his (lulcivour with the Philistine lends foi Snnsons redemption who 
In tho meunwhilo is visited by othei iicrsons and lastly by a public officer to 
require his e( nnng' tc the foist befoie the loids ind people to plaj or show his 
strength in then presence He at first refuses dismissing the public officer with 
absolute denial to come it length porsuidcd mwardlj thit this was from God ho 
yields to go along with him whc. came now the second time with greit threatenings 
to fetch hirh I ht chorus vet remaining on the pi ict Manoah returns full of jovful 
hope to proem 0 tie long his sons deJneianec in the midst of which discomse a 
H^irew comes in b iste confusedly it hist ind aftcrwiid more distinctly relating 
tho catastrophe what Samson had done to the Ihilistmes md by accident to him 
self , wherewith the tragedy ends 


THE PERSONS 


Bamson 

Manoah tho Father of Samson 
Ddlila his Wife 
Ilarapha of 0 ith 


Public Officer 

Messenger 

Choi us of Danitos 


The Scene before the Prison in Gaza 


Sams A little onward lend tliy guiding hand 
To these dark steps, a httle further on , 

I or yonder bank hath choice of sun or shade 
There I am wont to sit, when any chance 
Believes me from my task of servile toil, 

Daily in the common prison else enjoin d me, 

Where I, a prisoner chain’d, scarce freely draw 
The air impnson d also, close and damp, 
Unwholesome draught but here I feel amends, 

The breath of heav n fresh blowing, pure and sweet, 
With day spnng born , here leave me to respire 


• That is Samson an actor or rather here athleta the subject being 

the fats of Samson acted m a play Samson s being brought forth to exhibit 

Agonistes Dunater supposes is as an athlete 
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This day a solemn feast the people hold 
To Dagon their sea idol and lorbid 
Laborious works, unwillingly this rest 
Their superstition yields mo , henco with leave 
Be tiring from the popular noise 1 s( ek 
Ihis untrf quented place to find some ease , 

Ease to the body some none to tne mind 
Fiom lost less thoughts that like a deadly swarm 
Of hormis arm’d, no sooner fo^nd alone, 

But rush upon me thronging ind present 
limes past, what once T w is, and what am now 
Oh ^ wherefore was my birth from hcav’n foretold 
Twicf by an angel who at last in sjglit 
Of both my paients all in dimes ascended 
Fiom off the altar, wheie an off ring bum d. 

As in a fieiy column charioting 

Ills god like presence ind from some great act 

Or l)tntfit reveal d to Abraham s r icc 

Why was my biieding order d and prescribed 

As of a person separate to Goi>, 

Design d for great exploits, if I must die 
Bet» ay’d, ciptived, and both my eyes put out, 

Made of my enemies the scorn and gaze. 

To grind m brazen fetters under task 

With this heav n gifted strength? O glorious strength 

Put to the labour of a beast, debased 

Lower than bondslave ’ Promise was that I 

Should Israel from Philistian yoke deliver 

Ask for this great deliverer now, and find him 

Lyeless in G aza at the mill with slaves, 

Himsflf m bonds undei Philistian yoke 
Xet sta^ , let me not rashly call in doubt 
Divine jjrediction what if aU foretold 
Had been fulfill d but through mine own default. 
Whom have I to complain of but myself? 

Who this high gift of strength committed to me. 

In what part lodged, how easily bereft me, 

Under the seal of silence could not keep. 


1 Judgres xiii 3 11-20 
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But weakly to a woman must reveal it, 

O’ercome with importunity and tears 
O impotence of mind in body strong ! 

But what IS strength without a double share 
Of wisdom ? vast, unwieldy, burthensome, 

Proudly secure yet liable to fall 
By weakest subtleties, not made to rule, 

But to subscr\c where wisdom bears command 
Gob, when he gave me strength to show withal 
How slight the gift was, hung it in my hair 
But peace, I must not quarrel with the will 
Of highest dispensation, which herein 
H iply had ends above mv reach to know 
Suffices that to me strength is my bane, 

And proves the source of all my miseries, 

So many and so huge, that each apart 
Would ask a life to wail , but chief of all, 

0 loss of sight, of thee I most complain ’ 

Blind among enemies, O worse than chains, 
Dungeon, or beggaiy, or decrepit age ’ ^ 

Light the piime work of God to me’s extinct, 

And all her various objects of delight 

Annuli d, which might in part my grief have eased. 

Inferior to the vilest now become 

Of man or worm the vilest here excel me , 

They creep yet see, I dark in light exposed 
To daily fraud contempt abuse and wrong 
Within doois, or without, still as a fool 
In power of others, never in my own , 

Scarce hslf I seem to live, dead more than half 
O duk, dark, dark amid the blaze of noon, 

In ecoveral >ly dark, total eclipse 
Without ill hope of day ’ 

O first created beam and thou great Wo^'d, 

Let there be ligbt, and light was over all , 

Why am I thus bereaved tby pnme decree " 

The sun to me is dark 
And silent as the moon,^ 


J tuna 19 the moon at or near tUo ebango, and in conjunction with the smj 

— Meadowcourt 
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Wlieii slie deserts the nit^ht 
Hid III her -v acant laterlunar cave 
Since light so necessary is to life. 

And almost lift itsUl if it bo ti iie 
That light IS in the soul 
She all in esei^ jmrt, why was fhf sight 
To such a tk ud^r ball as th ey< conhTn.d, 

So obvious and so ea^y to be queiieh d f 
And not is filing tliiough ill jmts diffused. 
That she might look at will through every pore ? 
Then had 1 not Ixcii thus exilid from light. 

As 111 the land of d irkness yet in light. 

To live a life half dead a hving death. 

And buried but (J yet raoie miseiable ^ 

Myself iny sepulchre a moving grave, 

Buried ye+ not exempt 

By priv liege of death and burial 

From V rst of other e\ ils pains and wrongs, 

But made hereby obnoxious more 

To all the miseries of life, 

Life in captivity 
Among inhuman foes 

But who are these ? foi with joint pace I hear 
The tread of many feet stce ring this way , 
Peihaps niy enemies, who come to stare 
At my affliction and peihaps t insult. 

Then daily practice to afflict me more 
Cfor This this IS he softly a while. 

Let us not break in upon him , 

O change beyond report thought, or belief ^ 

See how he ht s at random carelessly diffused,^ 
With languish d head unpropp d. 

As one past hope abandon d. 

As by himself given over , 

In slavish habit, ill fitted weeds 
O’er worn and soil d , 

Or do my eyes misrepresent ? can this be he. 
That heroic, that renown d. 


F f 


1 stretched out 
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Irresistible Samson P whom unarm’d 
No strength of man or fiercest wild beast could with 
Who tore the lion, as the lion tears the kid, [stand, 
Ran on imbattled armies clad in iron. 

And, weaponless himself, 

Made arms ridiculous, useless the forgery 
Of bra/en shield and spear, the hammer d cuirass 
Chalybean ' temper’d steel, and frock of mail 
Adamantean proof, 

But safest he who stood aloof, 

When in supportably his foot advanced, 

In scorn of their proud arms and warlike tools, 

Spurn d them to death by troops The bold Ascalonite* 
Fled from his lion ramp,^ old warnors turn d 
Their plated backs under his heel 
Or grov ling soil d their crested helmets in the dust 
Then with what trivial weapon came to hand, 

The jaw of a dead ass, his sword of bone, 

A thousand fore skins fell, the flower of Palestine 
In Ramath lechi ^ famous to this day 
Then by mam force pull d up and on his shoulders boie 
The gates of Azza ® post, and massy bar, 

Up to the hill by Hebron, seat of giants old,® 

No journey of a Sabbath day,^ and loaded so. 

Like whom the Gentiles feign to bear up heav’n ® 

Which shall I first bewail, 

Thy bondage or lost sight 
Prison within prison 
Inseparably dark P 

Thou art become, 0 worst imprisonment ^ 

The dungeon of thyself, thy soul 

Which men enjoying sight oft without cause complain, 


* The Chalybee \ii ere famoiie m the old 
world for their skill in workmg iron 
Hence the best tempered steel was 
called Chalybean Viro Oeorg I 58 

Ad Chalybos nudl ferrum — Newton 

3 PhiliBtine Ascalon was a city of 
Philistia 

8 Rampant like a lion. A heraldic 
term 

* Judges XY 17 Ramath lechi means 


the lifting up or casting away of the 
jaw bone 

6 Another name for Gaaa 

® The city of the Anakims who were 
giants Judges XV 13 14 Num xui 33 

7 A Sabbath day s journey was with 
the Jews three quarters of a geo 
graphical mile 

8 Atlas 
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Imprison’d now indeed. 

In real darkness of the body dwells, 

Shut up from outward light, 

T’ incorporate with gloomy night J 
For inward light, alas * 

Puts forth no visual beam 

0 mirror of our fickle state. 

Since man on earth unparallerd ^ 

The raier thy example stands. 

By how much from the top of wondrous gloiy, 
Stiongest of moital men. 

To lowest pitch of abject fortune thou art fall n, 

For him I leckon not m high estate. 

Whom long descent of birth 
Or the spheie of fortune laises 

Bui +heo, vihuse strength, while virtue was her mate, 
Might have subdued the earth, 

TJmver illy crown d with highest praises 

Sams I heai the sound of words, their sense tlie air 
Dissolves unjointed ere it reach my ear 

Chou He speaks, let us draw nigh Matchless lu 
The glory 1 xte of Israel now the gnef, [might, 

We come, tny fi lends and neighbours not unknown, 
From Eshtaol and Zora s^ fruitful vale. 

To visit or bewail thee, or, if better, 

Counsel or consolation we may bring, 

Salve to thy sores apt words have power to swage 
The tumours of a troubled mind, 

And are as balm to fester d wounds 

Sams Your coming, friends, revi\es me for I learn 
Now of own expenenije, not by talk, 

How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 
Bear in then superscription, (of the most 

1 would be understood ,) in prosperous days 
They swarm, but in adverse withdraw their head, 

Not to be found, though sought Ye see, O fneuds, 
How many evils have inclosed me round , 

Yet that which was the worse now least afflicts me. 


* Towns in tli© txibe of Dan 2ora was the birthplace of fcJainsr n. 
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Blindness, for had I sight, confused with shame, 
How could I once look up or heave the head. 

Who like a foohsh pilot, have shipwreck d 
My vessel trusted to me fiom above 
Gloriously rigg’d and for a word a tear. 

Fool ’ have divulged the secret gift of God 
To a deceitful woman? tell me, fiiends, 

Am I not sung and x)rovcil) d foi a fool 
111 every stieetP do they not say how wdl 
Aie come upon him his deserts? yet why ? 
Immeasuiable strength they might behold 
Tn me, of wisdom nothing more than mean , 

This with the other should at least have pair’d. 
These two proportion’d ill drove me transverse 
Chok Tax not divine disposal wisest men 
Have err’d, and by bad women been deceived , 

And shall again pretend they ne’er so wise 
l^eject not then so overmueh thyself, 

Who hast of sorrow thy full load besides , 

Yet, tiuth to say, I oft have heard men wonder 
Why thou shouldst wed Philistian women rather 
Than of thine own tribe faiier or as fair 
At least of thy own nation, and as noble 

Sams The first I saw at Timna and she pleased 
Mo, not my ^laients that I sought to wed 
The daughter of an infidel They knew not 
That what I motion’d was of God , I knew 
Fi om intimate impulse, and therefore urged 
The marriage on , that by occasion hence 
I might begin Israel’s deliverance. 

The work to which I was divinely call’d 
She proving false the next I took to wife, 

0 that I never had ’ fond wish too late ^ 

Was in the vale of Sorec, Dalila, 

That specious monster, my accomplish’d snare 

1 thought it lawful from my former act, 

And the same end, still watching to oppress 
Israel’s oppressors Of what now I suffer 
She was not the prime cause, but I myself. 

Who, vanquish’d with a peal of words, O weakness I 
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Gav up my fort of Milcuce to a woman 
CuoR In sleeking just occasion t(' pro\oke 
The Philistnit, thy country’s enemy 
Ihou nc\cr wast remiss 1 b< ir flue witness 
et Ifti iel still bcrv( s with all lus ons 

J hat fault I take not on me but transfe 
On Isiael’s governors an<3 In ids of tribes, 

Who siemtc thobe gicit lets which God hid done 
binglj by me agaiubt thur coiujafrorb, 

Ackn jwlcdged not oi not it all consider d 
L)cli\ciaiice offer d 1 on the otlier side 
l^sed no ambition to v ommend niy deeds, 

Ibe deeds thcinstKew though mute spoke loud the doei , 

But tin > pcisisttd chat and would not S( t m 

'^J o count them things woith notice till it length 

Their lords the Philistines with gathei d j)Owers 

Bntei 1 ludei seel ing me who then 

Safe to the rod ot I th im^ wis reined 

l^ot flying but ioie easting in what ])late 

J^o set upon them whit advantiged best 

Meanwhile the im n of Judah, to pie\ent 

The hai is^ of tlieir land beset me round 

I willingly on some eoiiditions o irne 

Into their hands and they as gladly yield mo 

To the linen ciimcis*^ d a welcome piej. 

Bound with two coids but coids to me weio thu \ 1 
Touch d with the fl line On their whole host I flew 
fjii iT'rn d, and with a tnviil weapon fell d 
Their choicest 3 outh , they only lived who fie d 
Had Judah that day pan d or one whole tribe, 

They haa by this possess d the towers of Gath, 

And lorded over them whom now they seivc 
But what moie oft in nations grown coiiupt. 

And by their vices brought to servitude. 

Than to loie bondage more than libeHy, 

Bondage with ease than strenuous libeity, 

And to despise or env3 , or suspect 
Whom God hath of his special favoui raised 
As their deliverer ? If he aught begin, 


1 Judges xr 6 
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How frequent to desert lura, and at last 
To heap ingratitude on worthiest deeds P 
Chor Thy woids to my remembrance bring 
How Succoth and the fort of Fennel 
Their great deliverer contemn’d/ 

The matchless Gideon in pursuit 

Of Madian and her vanquish’d kings 

And how ingrateful Ephraim 

Had dealt with Jephtha,^ who by argument^ 

Not worse than by his shield and spear. 

Defended Israel from the Ammonite 
Had not his prowess quell d their pnde 
Tn that sore battle, when so many died 
Without reprieve adjudged to death,** 

For want ot well pronouncing Shibboleth 
Sams Of such examples add me to the roll. 

Me easily indeed mine may neglect. 

But God’s proposed deliverance not so 
Okou Just are the ways of God, 

And justifiable to men 

Unless there be who think not God at all 

It any be they walk obscure , 

For of such doctrine never was there school. 

But the heart of the fool. 

And no man therein doctor but himself 

Yet more there be who doubt His ways not just, 
And to His own edicts found contradicting. 

Then give the reins to wand’ring thought, 
Kegardless of His glory s diminution , 

Till, by their own perplexities involved. 

They ravel more, still less resolved. 

But ne^ er find self satisfying solution 

As if they would confine th’ Interminable, 

And ti*^ Him to His own prescript, 

Who made our laws to bind us, not Himself, 

And hath full right to exempt 
Whom so it pleases Him by choice 
From national obstnction, without taint 

» They refused Gideon provisions. See 2 Judges xi 27 
Judges viil 4 0 > Judges xil 1-6 



SAMSOir AGOmJSTBS 


439 


Of sin or legal debt , 

For with His own laws He csan best dispense 
He would not else who never wanted means* 

Nor m respect of th* enemy just cause 
To set his |K.oj>le free. 

Have proTiijjted this heroic Nazante, 

Against his vo^ of stricft^st purity 
To s( el in narri xge that fall icious bnde, 

Unclean, unchaste 

Down reason then, at least vain reasonings down, 
Though rtason heie aver 
That moral verdict quits her of unclean 
Unchaste was subsequent, her stain not his 
But see ^ here comes thy reverend sire 
With careful steji locks white as down, 

Old Manoah advise 

Forth v\ith how thou ought’st to receive him 
S Aye me ’ another inward gnef awaked 
With mention of that name lencws th assanlt 

Man Brethren and men of Dan for such ye seem. 
Though in this uncouth place , if old resjiect 
As I suppose towards }our once gloried fiiend, 

My son now captive, hither hath inform d 
Tour younger feet, while mine cast back with age 
Came lagging after sa3 if he be here 

Chor As signal now in low dejected state. 

As erst in highest, behold him where he lies 
Man O miserable change ’ is this the man 
That invincible Samson, fai lenown d. 

The dread of Israel s foes who with a strength 
Fquivalen'*' to angels walk d their streets, 

None offering fight , who single combatant 
Dueird their armies rank d in proud array, 

Him&elf an army, now unequal match 
To save himself against a coward arm’d 
At one spear’s length O ever failing trust 
In mortal strength ^ and, oh * what not in man 
Deceivable and vain P nay, what thing good 
Pray’d for, but often proves our woe, < it bane P 
I pray’d for children, and thought barrenness 



440 


SAMSOIf AGONISTES 


In wedlock a reproach , I gam’d a son, 

And such a son as all men hail d me happy 
Who would be now a father in my stead P 
O wherefore did God grant me my leqiicst, 

And as ’a blessing with such pomp adorn d ^ 

Why are Ills gifts desirable, to tempt 
Oiir oarntst pray rs, then gi\ n with solemn hand 
As gr ices draw a scorpion, s tail be hind P 
For this did the angel twice descend ? for this 
Ordan d thy niiituio holy, as of a jdant 
Select and sacred glornms for a while 
The miracle of men then in an hour 
Ensn ired, assaulted, overcome, led bound, 

'J hy foes derision, captive, pool, ind blind 
Info a dungeon thiust to work with slaves ^ 

Alas ’ methinks whom Gob hath chostii once 
To worthiest deeds if he through frailt> en. 

He should not so o erwhelm and as a 1 hr ill 

b>nb]eet him to so foul indignities 

Be it but for honour s sike of foimer dteds 

Sams Apx>omt^ not hea-v nly disx:>08itiou, father 
Ffotlnng of all these evils hath In fall n me 
But -justly , J myself have brought them on, 
bole author 1 sole cause if jught seem vile 
As vile h ith been my folly, who have profaned 
The mystery of Gob giv’n me under pledge 
Of vow and have betiay d it to a woman, 

A Cana iiute, my faithless enemy 

This well I knew noi was at all surprised. 

But warn’d by oft exx>enenee did not she 
Of Timna first betray me, and leveal 
The seciet wrested from me in her height 
Of nujitial lov( profest carrying it straight 
them who had corrupted her, my spies 
And iivals P In this other was there found 
More faith, who also in her prime of love. 

Spousal embraces, vitiated with gold. 

Though offer’d only, by the scent conceived 


1 That is arraign not summon not to answer — Wabborton 
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Her sjmnous first boru, treason against meP 

Thrice she assay’d with Mattering prayers, and sighs. 

And amorous reproaches, to win from me 

My capital secret in what part my strength 

La> stoied iii what pait summ d, that she might know, 

Thrice 1 d( liided her, and turn d to sport 

Her impoituniiy each time perceiving 

How openl} and with what impudence 

fche purposed to beti ly me and which was worse 

Than undissernbled h ite, uith what contempt 

She sought to make me traitor to myself , 

Yet the foiiith time when, mustering all her wiles, 

With blandish d pailies feminine assaults, 

Tongue bitteries she sui ceased not diy nor night 
To stojin me over watch d iiid wearitd out. 

At times when men seek most icjiosc and rest, 

I yielded and unlock d her all my ht irt 
Who with -a gram of manhood well resolved 
Might easily have shook off all her snares 
But foul effeminacy held me yoked 
Her bond slave , O indignity ’ 0 blot 
To honour and religion ^ servile mmd 
Rewaided well with servile punishment ’ 

The base degree to which I now am fall n 
These rags this grinding is not yet so base 
As was my forinei servitude iguoblei, 

Unmanly iguominious, infamous, 

Tiue slavery, and that blindness worse than this. 

That saw not how degeneiately I served 

Man I cannot praise thy mariiage choices son. 

Rather ai)pi^wed them not, but thou didst plead 
Divme impulsion prompting how thou might’st 
Find some occasion to infest our foes 
I state not that , this I am sure, our foes 
Found s(X)n occasion thereby to make tfiee 
Their captive and their triumph thou the sooner 
Temptation found st or over potent charms 
T^o violate the sacred trust of silence 
Deposited within thee , which to have kept 
Tacit, was in thy power True , and thou bear’st 
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Bnongli and more the burthen of that fault , 
Bitterly hast thou paid, and still art paying 
That rigid score A worse thing yet remains 
This day the Philistines a popular feast 
Here celebrate m Gaza , * and proclaim 
Great pomp, and sacrifice, and praises loud 
To Dagon, as their god, who hath dehver’d 
Thee, Samson, bound and blind into their hands. 
Them out of thine, who slew’st them many a slam 
So Dagon shall be magnified, and God, 

Besides whom is no God, compaied with idols, 
Disglorified, blasphemed, and had in scorn 
By the idolatrous rout amidst their wine , 

Which to have come to pass by means of thee, 
Samson, of all thy suflTenngs think the heaviest. 
Of all reproach the most with shame that ever 
Could have befall’n thee and thy father s house 
Sams Father, I do acknowledge and confess 
That I this honour, I this pomp, have brought 
To Dagon, and advanced his praises high 
Among the heathen round , to G od have brought 
Dishonour, obloquy, and oped the mouths 
Of idohsts and atheists , have hi ought scandal 
To Isiael, diffidence of God, and doubt 
In feeble hearts, propen se enough before 
To waver, or fall off, and join with idols , 

Which lb my chief affliction, shame, and sorrow. 
The anguish of my soul, that suffers not 
Mine eye to harbour sleep, or thoughts to rest 
This only hope reheves me, that the strife 
With me hath end, all the contest is now 
’Twixt God and Dagon , Dagon hath presumed, 
Me overthrown, to enter lists with God, 

His deity comparing and preferring 
Before the God of Abraham He, be sure. 

Will not connive, oi linger, thus provoked. 

But will arise, and His great name assert 
Dagon must stoop, and shall ere long receive 


1 Judges xvi 23 
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Snell a discomfit, aa shall quite dispoil him 
Of all these boasted troplues won on me, 

And with confusion blank* his worshippers 
Man With cause this hope relieves thee, and these 
I as a prophecy receive for Uoi», [words 

Nothing more certain, wdl not long defer 
To vindicate the glory of His name 
Against all competition, nor will long 
Endure it, doubtful whether God be lord, 

Or Dagon But for thee what shall be done P 
Thou must not in the meanwhile here forgot 
Lie in this miserable loathsome plight 
Neglected I alieady have made way 
To some Philistian lords, with whom to treat 
About thy ransom well they may by this 
Have satisfied their utmost of revenge 
By pains and slavtnos, worse than death, inflicted 
On thet, who now no more canst do them harm 

Sams Spare that proposal father, spare the trouble 
Of that solicitation let me here. 

As I deserve, pay on my punishment, 

And expiate, if possible, my crime. 

Shameful garrulity To have reveal’d 
Secrets of men the secrets of a friend. 

How hemous had the fact been, how deserving 
Contempt and scorn of all to be excluded 
All friendship and avoided as a blab. 

The mark of fool set on his front P 

But I God’s counsel have not kept His holy seciet 

Presumptuously have publish’d impiously, 

Weakly it least, and shamefully , a sin 
That Gent les m their parables condemn 
To their abyss and homd pains confined ^ 

Man Be penitent and for thy fault contnte, 

But act not in thy own affliction, son , 

Bepent the sm, but if the punishment 


I Confound hoU by an insatiable thirst and placed 

8 Milton is supposed here to allude to in a pool of water could never succeed 
the fable of Tantalus who for revealing: in tasting a drop 
the secrets of the gods, was punished In 
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Thou oaust avoid, self preservation bids , 

Or th’ execution leave to high disposal, 

And let another hand, not thine, exact 
Thy penal forfeit fiom thyself, perhaps 
God will relent, and quit thee all His debt, 

Who evermore approves and moie accepts, 

Best pleased with humble and filial submission. 
Him who imploring mercy sues for life, 

Than who self rigorous chooses de ith as due, 
Which argues over just, and self displeased 
For self ofFtiico, more than for God offended 
Be]cct not then what offer d means who knows 
But God hath set before us to return thee 
Home to thy country and His sacred house. 

Where thou may bt bring thy off rings, to a\ ei t 
Has further irc, with prayers ind vows renew d ? 

Sams His pardon I implore , but as for life. 

To what end should I seek it ? when in strength 
All mortals I exccll d, and great in hopes 
With youthful courage and magnanimous thoughts 
Of birth fiom heav n foretold, and high exploits, 
Full of divine instinct, after some proof 
Of acts indeed heioic, far beyond 
The sons of Anak, famous now and blazed, 
Feailess of dangei, like a petty God 
I walli d about, admired of all and dieaded. 

On hostile ground, none daring my affront 
Then swoll n with pride into the snare I fell 
Of fair fallacious looks, venereal trains. 

Soften d with pleasure and voluptuous life , 

At length to lay my head and hallow’d pledge 
Of all my strength in the lascivious lap 
Of a deceitful concubine, who shore me, 

Like a tame wether, all my precious ffeoce. 

Then turn d me out ridiculous, despoil d, 

Shav*n, and disarm’d among mine enemies 
CiiOR Desire of wine and all dthcious dunks, 
Which many a famous warrioi overturns. 

Thou could’ st repress, nor did the dancing ruby 
Sparkling, out pour d, the flavour, or the smell. 
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Or taste that cheers the hearts of Gods and men,’ 

Allure thee fiora the cool crystalline stream 

Sams "W hercver fountain or fresh current flow’d 
Against the eastern ray translucent, pure, 

With touch etherial of heav’n fiery lod, 

I drank from the clear milky juice allaying 
Thirst, and rttresh’d , nor envied them the grape, 

Whose heads that turbuhnt liquor nils with fuine^f 
On OR O madness, to think use of strongest wines 
And strongest dnnks oiir chief snppoit of health, 

When Gon with these forbidden made choice to lear 
His mighty cliamxaon, strong above compare. 

Whose dnnk wss only fiom the liquid brook ^ 

Sams But what avail d this timpei nice, not complete 
Against another object more enticing ? 

Wh xt boots it at one g ite to make defence, 

And at another to let in the foe, 

Effeminately vanquish d ? by which means, 

How blind, dishearten d shamed d shonour’d, quell’d, 

To what can I be useful, wherein sei ve 
My nation, and the work from heav n imposed, 

But to sit idle on the household hearth, 

A burd nous drone , to visitants a gaze. 

Or pitied object these redundant locks 
Robustious to no juirpose dust ring down, 

Vam monument of strength tdl length of years 
And sedentary numbness ci ize my limbs 
To i contemptible old age obscure ? 

Heie rather let me drudge and earn my bread, 

Till vermin or the draff ^ of servile food 
Consume me, and oft mvocated death 
Hasten the vvelcome end of all my pains 

Man Wilt thou then serve the Philistines with that gift 
Which was expressly giv’n thee to annoy them ? 

Better at home he bedrid, not only idle, 

Inglorious, unemploy d, with age outworn 


Judges IX 13 Wme which choereth God and man — Mitford 
^anison was a Nazarite from hfs birth See Judges xiii 7 Num vi 
Rafuao Draff was literally brewers ^ent gr lins 
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But God, who caused a fountain at thy prayer 
From the dry ground to spring,* thy thirst to al% 
After the brunt of battle, can as easy 
Cause light again withm thy eyes to spring. 
Wherewith to serve him better than thou hast , 

And I persuade me so , why else this strength 
Miraculous yet remaimng in those locks ? 

His might continues in thee not for nought, 

Hor shall His wondrous gifts be frustrate thus 
Sams All otherwise to me my thoughts portend, 
That these dark orbs no more shall treat with light. 
Nor the other light of life continue long. 

But yield to double darkness nigh at hand 
So much I feel my genial spirits droop, 

My hopes all flat, nature within me seems 
In all her functions weary of herself, 

My race of glory run, and race of shame, 

And I shall shortly be with them that rest 
Man Believe not these suggestions, which proceed 
From anguish of the mind and humours black, 

That mingle with thy fancy I however 
Must not omit a father’s timely care 
To prosecute the means of thy deliverance 
By ransom or how else meanwhile be calm, 

And healing words from these thy fnends admit 
Sams O that torment should not be confined 
To the body’s wounds and sores. 

With maladies innumerable 
In heart, bead, bieast, and reins, 

But must secret passage find 
To th’ inmost mind, 

There exercise all his fierce accidents, 

And on her purest spirits prey, 

As on entrails, joints, and limbs, 

With answerable pains but more mtense. 

Though void of corporal sense 


* Milton differs from our translation understood that God made a cleft in the 
of the Bible See Judjtfes xv 18 19 He earth or rode at a place called JStAi Leh% 
fijSX'ees with the Chaldee paraphast, who also signifies a jaw See Nawrow s not©^ 
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My gnefs not only pam me 
As a hng’nug disease, 

But, finding no redress, ferment and rage, 

Nor less than wounds immedicable 
Bankle, and fester, and gangrene. 

To black moi tifacation 

Thoughts my tormentors arm’d with deadly stings, 
Mangle my apprehensive tenderest parts. 
Exasperate, ex ulcerate, and raise 
Dire inflammation, which no coohng herb. 

Or medcinaP liquor ran assuage, 

Nor breath of vernal air from snowy Alp 
Sleep hath forsook and given me o er 
To death’s benumbing opium as my only cure 
Thence faintings swoonings of despair, 

And sense of lieav’n s desertion 

I was His nursling once, and choice delight. 

His destined from the womb. 

Promised by heavenly message twice descending 
Under His special eye 

Abstemious I grew up and thrived amain , 

He led me on to mightiest deeds, 

Above the nerve of mortal arm. 

Against the uncircumcised our enemies 
But now hath cast me off as never known. 

And to those cruel enemies. 

Whom I by His appointment had provoked. 

Left me all helpless with the irreparable 
Of sight, reserved ahve to be repeated 
The subject of their cruelty and scorn 
Nor am I in the list of them that hope , 

Hopeless aie all my evils, all lemediless, 

This one prayer yet remains, might I be heard. 

No long petition, speedy death. 

The close of all my miseries, hnd the balm 
Oh OK Many are the sayings of the wise. 

In ancient and m modem books enroll’d, 

Extollmg patience as the truest fortitude , 


1 Milton always spells this word * xuedcinal -MiTroiP 
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And to the bearing well of all calamities, 

All chances incident to man s frail life, 

Consoiatories writ 

With studied irgiiment, and much persuasion sought, 

Lenient of giief and anxious thought 

But with tht iffli( ted in his pangs their sound 

Little prevails, or rather seems a tune 

Harsh and of dissonant mood from his complaint. 

Unless ho ltd within 

Some source of consol ition from above 

Scciet relreshings thit lepair liis strength. 

And fainting spirits uphold 

Gon of our fathers, what is man ^ 

Tint thou towards him with hand so various, 

Or may I say contra nous, 

Temper st thy providence through his short couise, 

Not ev nly, as thou rul st 

The angelic orders and mfeiior creatures mute, 

Irrational and brute 

Nor do I name of men the common rout, 

That wand iing loose about 

Grow up and perish, as the summer fly 

Heads without name no moie remember’d, 

But such as thou Inst solemnly elected, 

With gifts and graces eminently adorn d 
To some great woiL, ihy glory 
And people s safety, which in part they effect 
Yet toward these thus dignified, thou oft 
Amidst their height of noon, 

Changest thy countenance, and thy hand with no regard 
Of highest favouis past 

From thee on them, or them to thee of service 
Nor only dost degrade them, or remit 
To life obscured, which were a fair dismission 
But throw’st them Tower than thou didst exalt them high. 
Unseemly falls m human eye, 

Too grievous for the trespass of omission, 

Oft leav’st them to the hostile sword 
Of heathen and profane, their carcases 
To dogs and fowls a prey, or else captived , 
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Or to the tmjust tribunals, under change of tunes, 

And condemnation of the xngrateful multitude 

If these they scape, perhaps in poveity 

With sickness and disease thou bow’st them do^vn, 

Painful di«ease‘!» and deform’d. 

In crude ^ old 

Though not disordmate, vet causch ss sufTring 
The punishment of dissolute days m fine, 

Just or unjust, alike seem miserable. 

For oft alike both come to evil end 

So deal not with this once thy glorious champion, 

The image of thy strength and mightv minister 
Wliat do I beg ? how hast thou dealt already ^ 

Behold him in this state calamitous, and turn 
His labours for thou canst, to peaceful end 
But who 18 this f what thing of sea or land ? 

Female of sex it seems, 

That so bedeck d, oinatc, and ga3^ 

Comes this way sailing 
Like a stately ship 
Of Tarsus, bound for th’ isles 
Of Javan ^ or Gadire,^ 

With all her bravery on, and tackle trim. 

Sails fill d, and streamers waving 

Courted by all the winds that hold them play. 

An arobei scent of odorous perfume 
Hei harbinger, a damsel train behind, 

Some ricli Philistian matron she may seem 
And now, at nearer view, no othei certain 
Than Dahla thy wife 

Sams My wife ^ my traitress let her not come near me 
Chou Yet on she moves, now stands and eyes thee fix’d, 
About t* have spoke, but now with head declined, 

Like a fair flow’r surcharged with dew, she weeps. 

And words address’d seem into tears dissolved, 

Wetting the borders of her silken veil 
But now again sbe makes address to speak 

Dal With, doubtful feet and wavering resolution 
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I came, still dreading thy displeasure Samson, 
Which to have merited, without excuse, 

I cannot but acknowledge , yet if tears 
May expiate, though the fact more evil drew 
In the perverse c\ent than I foresaw. 

My penance hath not slacken’d, though my pardon 
No way assured but conjugal affection, 

Prevailing ovei fear and timorous doubt. 

Hath led me on, desirous to behold 

Once more thy face, ind know of thy estate. 

If aught in my ability may serve 
To lighten what thou suffer st and appease 
Thy mind with what amends is in my power 
Though late yet in some part to recompense 
My rash, but more unfortunate misdeed 

Sa.ms Out, out, hyaena ’ these are thy wonted arts. 
And arts of eveiy woman false like thee, 

To break all faith, all vows deceive, betray. 

Then, as repentant, to submit, beseech, 

And reconcilt meat move with feign’d romorser. 
Confess, and pi omise wonders in her change, 

Not truly penitent, but chief to try 

Her husband, how far urged his patience bears. 

His virtue or weakness which way to assail , 

Then with more cautious and instructed skill 
Again transgresses, and again submits , 

That wisest and best men full oft beguiled. 

With goodness principled not to reject 
The penitent, but ever to forgive. 

Are drawn to wear out miserable days, 

Entangled with a pois’nous bosom snake. 

If not by quick destiuction soon cut off. 

As I by thee, to ages an example 
Dal Yet hear me Samson , not that I endeavour 
To lessen or extenuate my offence. 

But that, on th* other side if it be weigh’d 
By itself, with aggravations not surcharged. 

Or else with just allowance counterpoised, 

I may, if possible, thy pardon find 
The easier towards me, or thy hatred less 
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Fust gmnting, as I do, it was a weakness 
In me, but incident to all our sear 
Curiosity, inquisitive, importune 
Of iii( lets, then with like infirmity 
To publish th< m, both common lemaie faults 
Was it not weakness also to make known 
For importunity that is for nought 
Wherein com isted all thy strength ind safety ? 

To what I did thou show’dst me first the way 
But I to enemies reveal’d and should not , 

Nor should st thou have tiusted that to woman s fiailty 
Eie I to thee, thou to thyself wast cruel 
I et weakness then with weakness come to parle, 

So near related or the simc of kind, 

Thine foigive mine, that men may censure thine 
The gentler if seveiely thou exact not 
More str< ngth from iiu than in thyself was found 
And what if love, which thou interpret st hate, 

I he jealousy of love, powerful of sw'^y 
In human hearts iioi less in mine towards thee, 

Caused what 1 did ? I saw thee mutable 

Of f incy fear’d lest one day thou would st leave me 

As her at Timna sought by all means therefore 

How to endear, and hold thee to me firmest 

TsTo better way I saw than by imp6i tuning 

To learn thy secrets, get into my power 

Thy key of str« ngth and safety^ Thou wilt say, 

AVliy then reveal’d ? I was assured by those 
Who tempted me that nothing was design d 
Ag unst thee but safe custody and hold 
That made for me , I knew that liberty 
Would draw thee forth to perilous enterprises. 

While I at home sat full of cares and fears. 

Wailing thy absence in my widow’d bed 
Here I should still enjoy thee day and night, 

Ifixie and love’s prisoner, not the Phibstines*, 

Whole to myself, imhazarded abroad, 

Fearless at home of partners m my love 
These reasons in love’s law have past for good. 

Though fond and reasonless to some perhaps , 
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And love hath oft, well meaning, wrought much woe, 
Yet always pity or pardon hath obtain'd 
Be not unlike all others, not austere 
As thou art strong, inflexible as steel 
If thou in strength all mortals ^ost exceed, 

In uncompassionate angei do not so 

Sams How cunningly the sorceress displays 
Her own transgressions, to upbraid me mine ’ 

That malice not repentance brought thee hither 
By this appears I gave, thou say st th’ example, 

I led the way , bitter Veproach, but true , 

I to myself was false ere thou to me , 

Such pardon therefore as I give my folly. 

Take to thy wicked deed , which when thou seest 
Impartial, self severe, inexorable. 

Thou wilt renounce thy seeking and much rather 
Confess it feign’d , weakness is thy excuse, 

And I believe it, weakness to resist 
Philistian gold , if weakness may excuse, 

What murderer, what traitor piiyicide. 

Incestuous, sacrilegious but may plead it P 
All wickedness is weakness th at plea therefoi e 
With God or man will gain thee no remission 
But love constrain d thee, call it furious rage 
To satisfy thy lust Love seeks to have love 
My love how could’st thou hope, who took’st the way 
To raise in me inexpiable hate. 

Knowing as neeefs I must, by thee betray’d ? 

In vain thou striv’st to cover shame with shame. 

Or by evasions thy cr^me uncover st more 
Dal Since thou determin’st weakness for no plea 
In man or woman, through to thy own condemning. 
Hear what assaults I had, what snares besides, 

What sieges girt me round, ere I consented, 

Which might have awed the best resolved of men, 

The constantest, to have yielded without blame 
It was not gold, as to my charge thou lay’st. 

That wrought with me Thou know’st the magistrates 
And pnnees of my country came in person,* 
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Solicitv^d commanded, threaten’d, niged. 

Adjured by all the bonds of civil duty 
And of religion, press d how just it was. 

How honourable, how glorious, to entrap 
A common enemy who has destroy d 
Such number? of our nation and the priest 
W 18 not behind, but ever at my ear 
Preaching how meiitonous with the gods 
It would be to ensnare an irieligious 
Dishonourer of Dagon What had I 
T’ oppose against sueli ]iowerful arguments? 

Onlv my lo\e of thee lit Id long debate. 

And combated in silcnct all these re isons 

With hird contest at length that grounded maxim. 

So nfe and celebrated in the mouths 
Ot wisest men, that to the public good 
Pnvi^te respects must yield with grave authority 
Took full ^ ) 8 sebsion of me and prevail d , 

Virtue as I thought truth duty, so enjoining 

Sams I thought where all thy circling wilcb would enu, 
In feign d leligion, smooth hypocrisy 
But had thy love, still odiously pretended, 

Been, as it ought sincere it would have taught thee 
Far other reasonings brought forth other deeds 
I, before all the daughters of my tribe 
And of iny nation chose thee from among 
My enemies loved thee, as too well thou knew st, 

Too well, unbosom d all my secrets to thee, 

Hot out of levity, but ovei powei d 

By thy request, who could deny thee nothing , 

Vet now am judged an enemy Why then 
Didst thou at nist receive me for thy husband 
Then, as since then, thy country’s foe profess d P 
Being once a wife for me thou wast to leave. 

Parents and country, nor was I their subject, 

Hor under their protection but my own, 

Thou mme, not theirs If aught against my life 
Thy country sought of thee, it sought unjustly, 

Against the law of nature, law of nations, 

Ho more thy country, but an impious crew 
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Of men, conspiring to ui)liold their state 
Bj worse than hostile deeds, violating the ends 
For which our country is a name so dear , 

Not therefore to be obey’d But zeal moved thee 
To please thy gods thou didst it , gods unable 
To acquit themselves and piosecute iheir foes 
But by ungodly deeds the contradiction 
Of their own deity, gods cannot be , 

Less therefore to be pleased, obey d, or feai’d 
These false iDretexts and varnish d colouis failing, 

Bai e in thy guilt how foul must thou appear P 
Dal In argmnent with men a woman ever 
Goes by the worse, whatever be her cause 

Sams For want of words, no doubt, or lack of breath, 
Witness when I was worried with thy peals 
Dal I was a fool, too rash, and quite mistaken 
In what I thought would have succeeded bL«»t 
Let me obtain forgiveness of thee, Samson, 

Ajfford me place to show what recomjiense 
Towards thee I intend foi what I have misdone, 
Misguided , only what rem iins past cure 
Bear not too sensibly, nor still insist 
To ajOiict thyself in vain Though sight be lost. 

Life yet hath many solaces, enjoy’d 
Where other senses want not their dehghts 
At home m leisure and domestic ease 
Exempt from many a care and chance to which 
Eyesight exposes daily men abroad 
I to the lords will intercede, not doubting 
Their favourable ear, that I may fetch thee 
Fiom forth this loathsome prison house, to abide 
With me, where my redoubled love and care 
With nursing diligence, to me glad office, 

May ever tend about thee to old age, 

With all things grateful cheer’d, and so supplied, 

That what by me thou hast lost thou least shaJt miss 
Sams No, no , of my condition take no care , 

It fits not , thou and I long ainoe are twain , 

Nor think me so unwary or accurg^fc, 

To bung my feet agam into the snare 
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Whe*'e once I have been caught I know thy trams 
Though dearly to my cost , thy gina, and toils, 

Thy fair enchanted cuj» and warbkng charms 
No more on me ha\6 power their foicc is null d. 

Bo much of adder s wisdom T h xve learnt 
To fcn^'e mv ear against thy Si^trcerieg 
If m my llower of youth and stn ngth, when all men 
Lo\ed, honour d fear d me thou alone could st hate me 
Thy hu jb ind slight me, sell mt and forego me, 

How would fit thou use me now blind, and thereby 
Heceivablc in most things as u child 
Helpless, thence easily contemn’d and scorn d 
And last neglected r* how would st thou iiibult, 

Wlien I must live uxorious to thv will 
In perfect thraldom, how again betray me 
Bearing my words and doings to ihe loids 
^Po gloss upon and censuring frown or smile P 
This gol I count the house of liberty 
To thine whose doors my feet shall never enter 

I) AT Let me approach at least and touch thv hand 
Sams Not for thy life lest fierce rememorance wake 
My sudden rage to tear thee ^oint by joint 
At distance I forgive thee , go with that. 

Bewail thy falsehood and the luous works 
It hath brought forth to make thee memorable 
Among illustrious women, faithful wives 
Cherish tliy hasten’d widowhood with the gold 
Of matrimonial treason so farewell 

Dal I see thou art impl icable, more deaf 
To praveis than winds and seas, yet winds to seas 
Are reconciled at length aud sea to shore 
Thy ange unappeasable still rages, 

Eternal tempest never to be calm’d 
Why do I humble thus myself, aud, suing 
For peace, reap nothing but repulse and bate P 
Bid go with evil omen and the brand 
Of infamy upon my name denounced P 
To mix with thy concernments I desist 
Henceforth, nor too much disapprove my own 
Fame if not double faced is double mouth d 
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And with contrary blasts proclaims most deeds , 

On both hi8 wings, one black, the other white, 

Beais greatest names in his wild aery flight 
My name perhaps among the circumcised, 

Tn T3an in Judah and the bordering tnbes, 

^I'o all posterity may stand defamed. 

With m ilcdiction mention’d and the blot 
()t i ilschood most uncon^ugal traduced 
But in my country where I most desire, 

In Ecron G i7d, Asdod and in Gath, 

I shall be named among the famousest 
Of women sung at solemn festivals 
Living and dead recorded, who to save 
Her country from a fierce destroyer chose 
Above the faith of wedlock bmds, my tomb 
With odours visited and annual flowers , 

Not kss renown d than in Mount Ephraim 

J id V ho with inhospitable guile 

Smote Sisera sleeping thiough the temples nail’d ' 

Nor shall I count it heinous to enjoy 

The public marks of honour and rewaxd 

Conferr d upon me for the piety 

Which to my country I was judged to have shown 

At this who ever envies or repines, 

I leave him to his lot, and like my own 

CiroB She’s gone, a manifest serpent by her sting 
Discovei d in the end, till now conceal d 

Sams So let hei go God sent her to debase me, 

And aggiavate my folly, who committed 
To such a viper His most sacred trust 
Of secrecy my safety, and my life 
CiioB Yet beauty, though injurious, hath strange power, 
After oflence returning, to regain 
Love once possess d, nor can be easily 
Repulsed, without much inward passion felt 
And secret sting of amorous remorse 
Sams Love quarrels oft in pleasing concord end , 

Not wedlock treachery endang’nng life 
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Chor It IS not virtue, wisdom, valour, wit, 
Strength, conieliness of shape, or amplest merit. 
That woman’s lore can wm or long inherit , 

But what it 18, hard is to say,. 

Harder to hit, 

Which way s ot vt r men refer it. 

Much like thy riddle Samson in one day 
Or seven though one whould mu sing sit 

If any of these or ail, the Timnun hnde 
Had not so soon preferr’d 

Th> piranym})h ^ worthless to thee compared, 

Suc( essor in thy bed 

Nor both so loobtly disallud 

Their nuptials, nor this last so treacherously 

Hid shorn the fatal harvest of thy head. 

Is it for that such outward ornament 
Was lavish d on thoir sex that inward gifts 
Were left lOr h iste unfinish’d judgment scant, 
Capicity not raised to apprehend 
Or value what is best 
I n. choice but oftest to affc'^t the wrong ? 

Or was too much of self lo\ e mix’d, 

Of constancy no root infix d 

That either they love nothing or not long? 

What’er it be to wisest men and best 
Seeming at first all heav nly undei virgin veil, 
Soft, modest, meek, demuie, 

Once join’d, the contraiy &ne j>roves, a thorn 
Intestine, far within defensive arms 
A cleaving mischief in his way to virtue 
Adverse and “turbulent or by hei charms 
Draws him awry enslaved 
With dotage and his sense depraved 
To folly and shameful deeds which ruin ends 
What pilot so expert but needs must wreck, 
Imbark’d with such a steers mate at the helm ? 

Favour’d of heav’n who finds 
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One virtuous, rarely found, 

That in domestic good combines 

Happy that house ’ his way to peace is smooth , 

But virtue, which breaks through all opposition, 

And all temptation can remove, 

Most shines and most is acceptable above 
Therefore God s universal law 
Gave to the man despotic power 
Over his female in due awe, 

Nor f»*om that right to part an hour, 

Smile she or lour 
So shall he least confusion draw 
On his whole lift not sway’d 
By female usurpation, or dismay’d 
But had we best retire P I see a storm, 

^AMS F iir days have oft contracted wind and ram 
Ohor But this another kind of tempest brings 
Sams Be less abstiuse, my nddling days are past 
CnoR Look now for no enchanting voice, nor fear 
The bait of homed words , a rougher tongue 
Draws hither ward, I know him by his stride. 

The giant Harapha of Gath, his look 
Haughty as is his pile high built and proud 
Comes he in peace ? what wmd hath blown him hither 
I less conjecture than when first I saw 
The sumptuous Dalila floating this way 
His habit c irries peace, his brow defiance 
Sams Or peace or not alike to me he comes 
Chok His fraught ' we soon shall Ivnow he now arrives 
Har I come not, Samson to condole thy chance, 

As these perhaps, yet wish it had not been, 

Though for no friendly intent I am of Gath, 

Men call me Harapha, of stock renown’d 
As Og, or Anak and the Bmims old 
That Kmathaim^ held , thou know’st me now 
If thou at all art known Much I have heard 
Of thy prodigious might and feats perform’d. 


» Preigiit Ms purpose with which he is freighted 
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Incredible to me, in this displeased. 

That I was never present on the place 
Of those encounters, where we might have tried 
Each other s force in camp or lifted field 
And now am come to see of whom such noise 
Hath walk d about and each limb to survej, 

If thy appe iranco answer loud report 

Sams I he ^ ay to know wer< not to see but taste 
Hah Dost thou already single me ^ I thought 
Gyves* and the mill had tamed thee O that tortune 
Had brought me to the field where thou art famed 
To have wrought such wonders with an ass s jaw * 

I should have forced thee soon with other aims, 

Or left thy carcass where the ass liy thrown , 

So had the glory of prowess been reco\er d 

To Palestine, won by a Philistine 

From th< unforeskiiin d lacc of whom thou beat st 

The highest name for v^aliant acts that honour 

Certam to have won by mortal duel from thee, 

I lose, prevented by thy eyes put out 

Sams Boast not of what thou would’st ha\e done hut do 
What then thon would st, thou seest it in thy hand 
Har To combat with a blind man I disdain, 

And thou hast need much washing to be touch’d 
Sams Such usage as your honourable lords 
Afford me assassinated and betray’d, 

Who durst not with then whole united powers 
In fight withstand me single and unarm d 
Nor in the house with chamber ambushes 
Close handed durst attack me, no not sleeping. 

Till they hau hired a woman with their gold. 

Breaking her marnage faith to circumvent me 
Therefore without feign’d shifts let be assign’d 
Some narrow place inclosed, where sight may give thee, 

Or rather flight, no great advantage on me , 

Then^ put on all thy gorgeous arms, thy helmet 
And bngandine of brass® thy broad habergeon, 


Fettera and shoulders Vanfc brace is ammr 

Coat of mail, armour for the neck for the arms Greaves covered the legs 
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Vant brass and graves, and gauntlet, add tby spear, 

A weaver’s beam, and seven times folded shield, 

I only with an oaken staff will meet thee, 

And raise such outcries on thy clatter d iron, 

Which long shall not withhold me from thy head, 
That in a little time, while breath remains thee, 

Thou oft shalt wish thyself at Gath to boast 
Again in safety what thou wouldst have done 
To Samson but sjiall never see Gath more 

Hah Thou durst not thus disparage glorious aims, 
Which greatest heroes have in battle worn 
The r ornament and safety, had not spells 
And black enchantment, some magician s art, [heav n 
Arm d thee, or chaim d thee strong, which thou from 
Feign’dst at thy birth was giv’n thee in thy haii , 
Where strength can least abide though all thy hairs 
Were bustles ranged like those that ridge the back 
Of chafed wild boars or ruffled porcupines 

Sams I know no spells, use no foi bidden arts, 

My trust is in the living Gon, who gave me 

At my nativity this strength, diffused 

No less through all my sinews, joints, and bones, 

Than thine, while I preserved these locks unshorn, 

The pledge of my uii\ lolated vow 
For proof hereof, if Dagon be thy god, 

Go to hia temple, invocate his aid 
With solemnest devotion spread before him 
How highly it concerns his glory now 
To frustiate and dissolve these magic spells, 

Which I to be the power of Israel’s Goo 
A^vow, and challenge Dagon to the test, 

Off ling to combat thee his champion bold, 

With th’ utmost of his godhead seconded 
Then thou shalt see, or rathei to thy sorrow 
Soon feel, whose God is strongest, thine or mine 
Hah Presume not on thy God, whate’er he be# 

Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cut off 
Quite from his people, and delivei’d up 
Into thy enemies’ hand, permitted them 
To jiut out both thine eyes, and fetter’d send thee 
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Into the common prison, thtrc to grind 
Among the slaves and asses, thy comrades 
As good for nothing clf?e, no b( tier ^ervite 
With those thy hoist rons locks no worthy match 
lor valour to issail nor hy the swoid 
Of noble warnf r so to stain his honour 
But by the baibei s razor best sul ducd 

SvMs 4.11 tht^e indignities foi such they are 
From thine these evils I deserve nid nioie 
Acknowledge them from God iuiii< ttd on me 
Justly, yet despair not of IIis final paidon 
Who^e eai is ever op(U and His e} c 
Gracious to reidniit the buppliiut. 

In confidence whereof I once again 
Defy thee to the trial of mortal fight. 

By combat to decide whose God is God 
Thine or Whom I with Isiacl s sons adore 

H4.11 I air honour that thou dost thy God, in trusting 
Ho w ill accept thee to dt f <. nd his cause, 

A murderer a rcvolter and a robber [these ^ 

Sams Tongue doughty gixnt how dost thou prove me 
Hah Is not thy nation subject to our loidbr* 

Their magistrates confess d it, when they took thee 
As a league breaker and deliver d bound 
Into our hand« , for badst thou not committed 
Hortorious murder on those thirty men 
At Ascalon, who never did thee hirm 
Then like a robber stripp dst them of tbcir robes 
The Philistines, when thou h idst broke the league 
Went up with armed powers thee only seeking, 

To others did i o violence nor spoil 

Sims Among the daughters of the Philistines 
I chose a wife, which argued me no foe , 

And in your city held my nuptial feast 
Bat your ill meaning politician lords, 

Under pretence of bridal friends and guests, 

Appointed to await me thirty spies 

Who threaPmng cruel death constram’d the biade 

To wrmg from me and tell to them my secret, 

That solved the riddle which I had proposed 
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When I perceived all set on enmity, 

As on my enemies, wherever chanced, 

I used hostility, and took their spoil 

To pay my underminers in their com 

My nation was subjected to your lords 

It was the force of conquest, force with force 

Is well ejected when the conquer’d can 

But I a private person, whom my country 

As a league breaker gave up bound presumed 

Single rebellion, and did hostile acts 

I was no private, but a j^erson raised 

With strength sufficient and command from heav’n 

To free my country , if their servile in nds 

Me their deliverer sent would not receive. 

But to their masters gave me up for nought, 

Th’ unworthier they , whence to this day they serve 
I was to do my part from heav’n assign’d, 

And had perform’d it, if my known offence 
Had not disabled me, not all your force 
These shifts refuted, answer thy appellant, 

Tl'hough by his blindness maim d for high attempts. 

Who now defies thee thnee to single fight, 

As a petty enterpiise of small enforce 
Har With thee a man condemn’d, a slave enroll’d, 
Due by the law to capital punishment? 

To fight with thee no man of arms will deign 

Sams Cam’st thou for this, vain boaster, to survey me, 
To descant on my strength, and give the verdict ? 

Come nearer, part not hence so slight inform’d , 

But take good heed my hand survey not thee 
Har O Baal zebub * ^ can my ears unused 
Hear these dishonours, and not render death P 

Sams No man withholds thee, nothing from thy hand 
Fear I incurable , bring np thy van, 

My heels are fetter’d, but my fist is free 
Har This insolence other kind of answer fits 
Sams Go, baffled coward, lest I run upon thee, 

Though in these chains, bulk without spirit vast, 


> A deity of the Philietines , the god of dies 
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And witH one buffet lay tliy structure low, 

Or swing thee in the air then dash tlieo down 
lo the hazard of thy brains and shditei d sides 
Har By AstarotlO ere long thou sli lit lament 
These bra\{ncs m irons loadin on tbee 

CiioR li s giantship is goiu somewhat crestfail’n, 
Stalking with less uneonscion ible btridts, 

And low# look‘d but in a sultry chaft 

Sams I dread him not nor li his giant brood, 
Though fame divulge him father of five sons, 

All of gigmtic fei/o Goliah chuf 

Chor He will d nctly to the lords I feir. 

And with miliciouj counsel stir them up 
Some way or otlui yet furthei to afflict thee 
Sams Ho must illige sonic cause and offer’d fight 
Will not dare mention lest a question rise 
Whc-tl er he durst accept the offer or not, 

And tl at he durst not plain enough appear’d 
Much inoje affliction than alie idy lelt 
They cannot well impose, nor 1 sustain , 

If they intend advantage of my libours 

The work of many bands, which earns my keeping 

With no sm ill profit daily to my owners 

But come what will, my deadliest foe will prove 

My speediest fiiend, by aeath to nd me hence, 

The worst th it he c u gi\ e to me the best 
-Yet so it may fall out, because their end 
Is hate, not help to me, it may with mine 
Draw then own rum who attempt the deed 
Choh Oh, how comely it is, and how levmng 
To the spii ts of just men long oppress’d * 

When God mto the hands of then deliverer 
Puts invincible might 

To quell the mighty of the earth, th’ oppressor, 

The brute and boist’rous force of violent men 
Hardy and industnous to support 
Tyrannic powei, but raging to pursue 


> Another d€ity of the Philistmes hncl Sidomans JThe tuims of the Fast cur, 
it iH thought, the Moon 
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The righteous, and all such as honour truth , 

He all then ara munition 
And feats of war defeats, 

With plain heroic magnitude of mind 
And celestial vigoui arm’d. 

Their armories and magazines contemns, 

Renders them useless, while 
With wmgcd expedition. 

Swift as the light ning glance he executes 
His errand on the wicked, who surprised 
Lose thcnr defence disti acted and amized. 

But patienc e is more oft the exercise 
Of saints, the tiial of their foititude. 

Making them each his own deliverer. 

And victor ovei all 

That tyranny of fortune can inflict 

Lither of these is m thy lot, 

Samson, with might endued 
Above the sons of men , but sight bereaved 
May chance to number tbee with those 
Whom patience finally mu^t crown 

This idol s day hath been to thee no day of rest 
Labouring thy mmd 
More than the working day thy hands 
And yet perhaps more trouble is behind, 
k or I descry this way 
Some other tending, m his hand 
A sceptre or quaint staff he bears 
Comes on amain, speed in his look 
By his habit I discern hiin now 
A public oflicer and now at hand 
His message will be short and voluble 

Off Hebrews, the pris ner Samson here I seek 
Chok His mflnacles remark him, there he sits 
Off Samson, to thee oui lords thus bid me say , 
This day to Dagon is a solemn feast. 

With sacrifices, triumph, pomp, and games , 

Thy strength they know surpassing human rate 
And now some pubhc proof thereof require 
To honour this great feast and great assembly ; 
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Bise therefore with all ©peed and com© along. 

Where I 'will see thee hearten’d and fresh clad 
T’ appear as fits before th illustnons lords 

Sams Ihoti know’st I am an Hebrew therefore t^ll 
Our law forbids at their religious rites [tlum 

My presence, for that cause I cannot come 
Orr This inswer, bt assuied will not content them 
Sams Have thej not sword players, and e\*i 3 soit 
Of gymiiic irtists, wrestlers, riders, lunners 
Jugglers and dancers antics, mummers, mimics, 

But they must pick me out, with shacblos tired, 

And over labour d it their public mill. 

To make them sport with blind actiiity ? 

Do they not seek occasion of new quarrel© 
jOn my refusal to distress me moie 
Or make a game ot my calami tic s 
iteturn the way thou cam st I will not come 

On Keg ird thyself this will offend them highly 
Sams Myself f* my conscience and internal peace 
Can they think me so broken, so debased 
With corporal seivitudo that my mind ever 
Will condescend to such absurd commands? 

Although their diudge, to he their fool or ^estci. 

And in iny midst of sorrow and heart gnef 
To show them feats and play before their god. 

The worst of all indignities yet on me 
Toin’d with extreme contempt P I will not come 
Off My message was imposed on me with speed, 

Biooks no delay Is this thy resolution ? 

Sams So take it with what speed thy message needs 
Off I a 1 sorrv what this stoutness will produce 
Sams Perhaps thou shalt have cause to sorrow indeed 
Chob Consider, Samson, matters now are strain’d 
Up to the height, whether to hold or break 
He’ gone, and who knows how he ma} leport 
Thy words by adding fuel to the flame P 
Uxpect another message more imperious, 

More lordly thundtrmg than thou well wilt bear 
Bams Shall I abuse this consecrated gift 
Of strength, again returning with my hair 


II u 
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After my great transgression, so requite 
Farour renew d, and add a greater sm 
By prostituting holy things to idols, 

A Nazante in place abominable 

Vaunting my strength m honour to then Dagon ? 

Besides, how vile, contemptible, ndiculous, 

What act more execrably unclean, profane ? 

Oh OR Yet with this strength thou serv’st the Philistineo 
Idolatrous, uncircumcised, unclean 

Sams Not in their idol worship but by labour 
Honest and lawful to deserve my food 
Of those who have me in their civil power 
Ohoh Where the heart joins not outward acts defile not 
Sams Where outward force constrains, the sentence hold«^ 
But who constrains me to the temple of Dagon, 

Not dragging ? the Philistian lords command 
Commands are no constraints If I obey them, 

I do it freely, vent ring to displease 
God for the fear of man, and man prefer. 

Set God behind which m His jealousy 
Shall never, unrepented hnd forgiveness 
Yet that He may dispense with me or thee 
Present in temples at idolatrous rites 
For some important cause thou need’st not doubt 
Chor How thou wilt here come oflP surmounts my reach 
Sams Be of good courage, I begin to feel 
Some rousing motions m me, which dispose 
To something extraordinary my thoughts 
I with this messenger wiH go along, 

Nothing to do, be sure, that may dishonour 
Our law, or stain my vow of Na/ante 
If there be aught of presage in the mmd, 

This day will be remarkable in my life 
By some great act, or of my days the last 

Chob In time thou hast resolved, the man returns 
OfF Samson, this second message from our lords 
To thee I am bid say Art thou onr slave, 

Our captive, at the public mill our drudge, 

And dar’st tbou at our sending and command 
Dispute th} oommgP come without delay. 
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Or we shall fitid such eugines to assail 
And hamper thee, as thou shalt come of force, 

Though thou wert firmlier fasten’d than a rock 
Sams I could be well content to try their art, 

"Winch to no few of them would prove pernicious 
Yet knowing their advantages too many. 

Because they shall not trail me through their strer ts 

Like a wild beast, I am content to go 

Mastei s coihmands come with a power resistless 

To such as owe them ibsolute subjection 

And for a lilt who will not change his purpose f" 

So miitalile are all the ways of it en ’ 

Yet this bf suie, in nothing to comply 
Scandalous or torbiflden in our law 

Ofi I praise thy 1 C solution doff these links, 

By this compliance thou wilt win tlie lords 
To favour, and poihaps to set thee free 

Saiv* ^ Biethren, faiewoll, your company along 
I will not wish, lost it pel haps offend them 
To see me girt with fnends , and how the sight 
Of me as of a common ^.nemy. 

So dreaded once may now exasperate them 
I know not Lords are lordliest in their wine 
And the well fc asted pnest then soonest fired 
With zeal, if aught religion seem coneeru d 
Ko less the people on their holy da^ s 
Impetuous msolent, unquenchable 
Hap]3en what may, of me expect to hear 
Nothing dishonourable, impure, unworih^f 
Oui God, our law my nation, or myself, 

The last oi me or no I cannot warrant 
Ohor Go, and the Holy One 
Of Israel be thy guide 

To what may serve His glory best, and spread His name 
Great among the heathen round , 

Send thee the angel of thy birth, to stand 
Fast by thy side, who from thy father s field 
Bode up in dames after his message told 
Of thy conoepiaon, and be now a shield 
Of fire , that spirit that first rush’d on thee 
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In the camp of Dan 
Be efficacious in thee now at need 
For never was from heaven imparted 
Measure of strength so great to mortal seed, 

As m thy wondrous actions hath been seen 
But wherefore comes old Manoah in such haste 
With youthful steps ? much livelier than ere while 
He seems supposing heie to find his son, 

Or of him bunging to us some glad news ? 

Man Peace with you, brethren ^ my inducement hither 
Was not at present here to find my son, 

By ordei of the lords new p irted hence 
To come and play bt tore them at their feast 
I heard all as I came the city rings. 

And numbers thither flock , I had no will, 

Lest I should see him forced to things un&eemly 
But that which mo\ed my coming now was chiefly 
To give ye part with me what hope I have 
With good success to v/ork his liberty 

OiiOR That hope would much rejoice us to partake 
With thee, say reverend Sire we thirst to hear 
Man I have attempted one by one the lords 
Either at home or thiough the high street passing, 

With supplication prone and father’s tears. 

To accept of ransom for my son their pris ner 
Some much averse I found and wondrous harsh, 
Contemptuous, pioud, set on revenge and spite 
That part most reverenced Dagon and his priests 
Others more moderate seeming but their aim 
Private reward, for which both God and State 
They easily would set to sale a third 
More generous fai and civil who confess’d 
They had enough revenged, having reduced 
Their foe to misery beneath their fears, 

The rest was magnanimity to remit, 

If some convenient ransom were proposed 
What noise or shout was that P it tore the sky 
Chob Doubtless the people shouting to behold 
Their once great dread, captive and blind before them, 

Or at some proof of strength before them shown 
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Mak His ransom, if my wTiole inheritance 
May compass it^ shall wiHingly be p ud 
And number’d down mnch r ither T shall choose 
hve tin poorest in my tube th in richest, 

And he in that calamitous piisoii left 

No, I am liY d not to port hence without him 

Foi his itdemption all my x^at’^imony. 

If need be, 1 am ready to toregf> 

And quit not wanting him I shall want nothing 
Chok Fathers are wont to lay u]) loi their sons 
Thou for thy son art bent to lay out all 
Sons wont to nurse tlitir parents in old age. 

Thou in old age rarest how to must thy son, 

Made older than thy age thioiigh sight lost 
Mav It shall be my delight to tend his ejes, 

And view him sitting m the house ennobled 
With ail those high exploits by him achieved, 

And on lus shoulders waving down those locks, 

I hat of a nation arm d the strength tout im d 
And I peisuade me God hath not permitted 
His strength again to grow up with his hair, 

Garrison’d lound about him like a camp 
Of faithful soldiery were not his purpose 
To use him further yet lu some great service 
Not to sit idle with so great a gift 
Useless, and thence ridiculous about him 
Anel since his strength w ith eyesight was not lost 
God will restore him eyesight to his stre ngth 

Chok Thy hopes are not ill founded noi seem vain 
Of his delivery, and thy joy thereon 
Conceived agreeable to a father s love. 

In both which we, as next, participate 

Man I know your friendly minds, and — O whal noise * 
Mercy of heay’n what hideous noise was that ? 

Hombly loud, unlike the former shout 
Ohor Noise^call you it or universal groan 
As if the whole inhabitation perish’d ’ 

Blood, death, and deathful deeds are m that noise. 

Bum, destruction at the utmost point 

Man Of ruin indeed methought 1 heard the noise 
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Oh, li continues, they have slam my son 

Ciioii Thy son is rather slaying them, that outcry 
From slaughter of one foe could not ascend 
Man Some dismal accident it needs must be , 

What shall we do stay here, or run and see P 

Chor Best keep together here, lest running thither 
We una\/aies run into danger s mouth 
1 his evil on the Philistines is fall n , 

Prom whom could else a general cry be heard P 
The sufferers then will scirce molest us here, 

Fiom other hands we need not much to fear 
What if his eyesight for to Israel s God 
^Tothing 18 hard, by miracle restored. 

He now be dealing dole among his foes. 

And over heaps of slaughter d walk his way ? 

Man Th it were a ]oy presumptuous to be thought 
Chou Yet God hath wrought things as incredible 
For his ])eople of old , what hinders now P 
Man He can, I know but doubt to think He will , 
Yet hope would fain subscribe, and tempts behef 
A little stay will bring some notice hither 

Chor Of good or bad so great, of bad the sooner , 
For evil news ndes post, while good news baits 
And to our wish I see one hither speeding 
An Hebrew, as 1 guess, and of our tribe 

Mess O whither shall I run, or which way fly 
The sight of this so homd spectacle. 

Which erst my eyes beheld, and yet behold ? 

For due imagination still pursues me 
But providence or instinct of nature seems. 

Or reason though disturb’d, and scarce consulted, 

To have guided ms anght, T know not how. 

To thee first reverend Manoah, and to these 
My countrymen, whom here I knew remaining. 

As at some distance from the place of horror, 

So in the sad event too much concern’d 
Man The accident was loud, and here before thee 
With rueful cry, yet what it was we bear not. 

No preface needs, thou seest we long to know 
Mess It would burst forth, but I recover breath 



SAMSON AGOmSTm 


4n 


And sense distract, to know well what I utter 
M.Ah Tell us the sum, the cireuinsianoc defer 
Mess Gaza yet stands hut all her boiis are fallen, 

All in a moment overwhelm d and fall’n 

Ma\ Had , but thou know’st to Isiaehtes not saddest 
The dcB da tion of a hostile city 

Me^s Fted on that first, thcio may lu gritf bo surfeit 
Ma> late by whom 
Mi bs By feamson 
Mau That still h ssens 
The sorrow, and oonvertb it nigh to joy 

Mess Ah’ Manoah, I rcfiam too suddenly 
To httei what will come at last too soon , 

Lest evil tidings with too rude iiruiition 
Hitting thy aged ear should pierce tc»o eleep 

Man Suspense m news is toituu, speak them out 
Mls Take then the woist in biief, Samson is dead 
Man The worst indeed O ’ all mj hopes defeated 
To free him hence ’ but death, who se’s ah fiee, 

Hath paid his ransom now and full discharge 
What windy joy this day had I conceivt d 
Hopeful of his delivery, which now proves 
Abortive as the first born bloom of spring 
!Nipt with the lagging rear of wmter s fi ost ’ 

Yet ere I give the reins to grief, say first, 

How died he , death to hfe is crown gr shame 
All by him fell thou say at, by whom fell he P 
What glorious hand gave Samson his death s wound P 
Mess Unwounded of his enemies he fell 
Man Wearied with slaughter then, or how P explain 
Mess By his own hands 
Man Self violence ? what cause 
Brought him so soon at variance with himself 
Among his foes P 

Mess Inevitable cause 
At once both to destroy and be destroy’d , 

The edifice, where all were met to see him. 

Upon their heads and on his own he pull d 
Man O lastly over strong against thyself’ 

A dreadful way thou took’st to thy revenge 
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More than enough we know , but, while things yet 
Are in confusion, give ns, if thou can’st. 

Eye witness of what first or last was done, 

Relation more particular and distinct 

Mess Occasions drew me early to this city, 

And as the gates T enter’d with sun nse. 

The morning trumpets festival proclaim’d 
Through each high street Little I had dispatch d 
When all abioad was rumour’d that this day 
Samson should be brought forth to show the pc oph 
Proof of his mighty strength m feits and games, 

I sorrow d at his captive state but minded 
Kot to be absent at that spectacle 
The building was a spacious theatre 
Half round, on two main pillars vaulted high 
With seats, where all the lords and each degree 
Of sort might sit in order to behold , 

The other side was open, where the throng 
On banks and scaffolds under sky might stand , 

I among these aloof obscuiely stood 

The feast and noon grew high and sacrifice 

Had fill’d their hearts with mirth, high cheer and wine. 

When to their spoits they turn d Immediately 

Was Samson as a public servant brought. 

In their state livery clad , before him pipes 
And timbrels, on each side went armed guards, 

Both horse and foot, before him and behind 
Archers, and slingers, cataphracts,’ and spears 
At sight of him the people with a shout 
Rifted the air, clamounng their God with praise. 

Who had made their dreadful enemy their thrall 
He patient, but undaunted, where they led him 
Came to the place, and what was set before him. 

Which without help of eye might be assay’d. 

To heave, pull, draw, or break, he still perform’d 
All with incredible stupendous force, 

Hone danng to appeal antagonist. 

At length for mtermission’ sake they led him 
Between the pillars , he his guide requested 


1 Men aQd hoxtK »0 in armour 
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For 80 from such as nearer fltood ^ e heard, 

As over tired to let him lean awhile 

With both his arms on those two mas<»y pill ii % 

That to the arched roof gave main snppoit 
He nnsnspicious led him, which when feamson 
Felt in hiH a»*ms with head awhile inclined. 

And eyes fast hx't he stood as one who piay^d 
Or some gieat matter in his miiid i evolved 
At last with hf ad erect thus < iicd nloiid. 

Hitherto, lords, what your comminds imposed 
I have pe’^foimM as r< nson was obeying, 

Hot without wonder or delight beheld 

How of my own accord such other tiial 

I mean to show you of my strength jet greater, 

As with amaze shall stiike all who behold 
This utter’d straining all Ins nerve s he bow d 
As with the force of winds and waters pent 
When mo intains tierabk those two massy pillars 
With horrible convulsion to and fio 
He tugg’d, he shook till down they c imc and drew 
The whole roof after them with burst of thundci 
Upon the beads of all who sat beneath 
Lords, ladies, captains, counsellors, or priests 
Their choice nobility and flower not only 
Of this, but each Philistian city round. 

Met from all parts to solemnize this feast 
Samson, with these immixt inevitably 
Pull’d down the same destiuction on himself, 

The vulgar only scaped who stood without 
Chor O dearly bought revenge, yet glorious ’ 

Living or dying thou hast fulfill d 

The work for which thou wast foretold 

To Israel, and now liest victonons 

Among thy slain, self kill d 

Hot willingly, hut tangled in the fold 

Of dire necessity, whose law in death conjoin d 

Thee with thy slaughter’d foes in number more 

Than all thy life had slam before 

1 Semichob While their hearts were jocund and sublime 
Drunt with idolatry, drunk wit?* wine, 
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And fat regorged of bulls and goats, 

Chanting their idol, and preferring 
Before our living Dread who dwells 
In Silo ‘ His bright sanctuary 
Among them He a spirit of frenzy sent, 

Who hurt their minds, 

And uiged them on with mad desire 
To call in haste foi their d( stroyer , 

They, only set on sport and play, 

Hnweetingly importuned 

Their own destruction to come speedy upon them 

So fond aie mortal men 

Fall u into wrath divine 

As their own rum on themselves to mvite. 

Insensate left or to sense reprobate, 

And with blindness internal struck 
2 Semichor But he though blind of sight, 
Despised and thought extinguish’d quite, 

With inward eyes illuminated. 

His fiery virtue roused 

From under ashes into sudden flame, 

And as an ev’ning dragon came, 

Assailant on the perched roosts 

And nests m order ranged 

Of tame villatic fowl , * but as an eagle 

His cloudless thunder bolted on their he ids 

So virtue given for lost 

Depress’d, and oierthrown, as seem’d. 

Like that self begotten, bird 
In the Arabian woods imbost, 

That no second knows nor third. 

And lay ere while a holocaust. 

From out her ashy womb now teem’d, 

Kevives, reflourishes, then vigorous most 
When most unactive deem’d, 

And though her body die, her fame survives 


3 See Plin lib xxlii sect 17 
laticas alites •^-BicifARDaoK 


* Where the Ark then v as 
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Mav Come, come, no time fe» lamentation now, 
jSTor much more cause Samson hith (]uit himseli 
Like Samson, and heroically hath finished 
A life heroic, on his enemies 

Fully revoi.^Ml hith left them yeirs of mourning, 

And lament al lull to the Hons of Caphtor® 

Through aU IMolistian bounds io Israel 
Honour h ith ^ett and freedom h t but them 
Find courage to lay hold on this oeeasion , 

To himse^ f and tatliei s house etern il fame , 

And, which is best and happust yet all this 
With God not parted from him as was feai d, 

Bnt favouring ind assisting to the end 
Nothing IS here for tetrs, nothing to wail 
Or knock the breast no weakness, no contempt, 

Dispraise oi blame, nothing but well and fair. 

And what may quiet us m a d( ath so noble 
Let us go find the body where it lies 
Soak d in his enemies blood and from th( Gieam 
With laveis pure and cleinsmg herbs wash oft 
The clotted gore I with what soeed the while, 

(Gaza IS not in plight to soy us nay,) 

Will send for all my kindred all my friends, 

To fetch him hence and solemnly attend 
With silent obsequv and funt ral tram 
Home to his father s house there will I build him 
A monument and plant it round with shade 
Of laurel ever green, and branching palm 
With all his trophies hung and acts inroll’d 
In copious ^egend, or sweet lync song 
Thither shall all the valiant youth resort, 

And from his memory inflame then hi easts 
To matchless valour and adventures high 
The virgins also shall on feastful days 


' The PbcBnix: supiKwed to make 
a funeral pile of sweet scented woods 
and fan it to a flame with lier wingw * 
from htr ashes rose another phoenix 
sole oi its kind always The phoenix 


was considered an emblem of the re- 
surrection 

» The Philistmes ate called the sons 
of Canhtor bee aune they came orig lally 
from the island of Capht >r or Crete 
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Visit his tomb with flowers, only bewailing 
His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice, 

Fiom whence captivity and loss of eyes 
Chou All is best, though we oft doubt, 

V hat th’ unsearchable dispose 
Of Highfst Wisdom brings about, 

And e\er best found in the close 

Oft He scorns to hide His face 

"But unexpectedly returns 

And to Ills faithful champion hath in place 

Bore witness gloriously , whence Gaza mourns 

And all that band them to resist 

His uncon ti oil ible intent 

Ills seivauts lie, with new acquist 

Of tiue experience from this great event 

With peace and consolation hath dismiss d. 

And calm of mmd, all passion spent 
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I 

TO THE NIGH riNGALE 

O NirmrisGAii tb it on ])}oo«ny spray 
Wai blest cit eve when all the woods are still 
Tbou with frt sh hope the lover’s heart dost hll, 
While the jolly houis had on propitious May 
Thy liquid notes th it close the eye of day 
hirst hoard before the sh illow cuchoo’s bill, 
Portend success in love,* O if Jove s will 
Have link d that anioion^ power to thy soft lay, 
Now timely sing ere the rude bird of hate 

Foretell my hopeless doom in some grove nigh 
As thou fiom year to yeir hast sung too laie 
For my relief, yet hadst no reason why 

Whether the Muse or Love call thee his mate, 
Both them I seive, iiid of their train arn I 

II 

Donna leggiadra il cm bcl nomc honora 
L’herbosa val di Rheno, e il nobil varco, 

Bene b colui d’ogni valore scarco 
Qiial tuo sp Ho gentil non innamora , 

Che dolcemente mostra si di fuora 
De sui atti soavi giamai parco, 

E 1 don’, che son d amor saette ed aroo, 

La onde V alta tua virtn s’lnfiora 


A superstition winch originated in 
ucer a Cuckowe and Nightingale 
it as I lay this othir mght waking 
bought how lovers had a tokming 
id among hem it was a commeme 
tale 


That it were gode to here the Nightin 
gale 

Moche rathjr than the leud^ Cuekowe 
singe 

Cnckowe and JSigkHngale 
Siaiusa 


U 
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Quando tu vaga parli, o Iieta canti 
Che mover possa dnro alpestre legno 
Guardi cxascun agli occhi, ed agli orecchi 
li’entrata, chi di te si truova indegno , 
Grazia sola di siigli vaglia inanti 
Che 1 disio amoroso al cuor s’mvecchi 

I 

Qual in collo aspio al inibrunir di sera 
Ij avezz^a giovinetta j^astorclla 
Va bagnando 1 herbetta strana e bella 
Che mal si sp Hide a disusata spera 
Fuor di sua natia alma primavera, 

Cosi Amor meco msu la lingua snella 
Desta il fior novo di strania favella, 
Mentre lo di te, vezzosamente altera 
Canto dal niio buon iDopol non inteso 
E 1 bel 1. tmigi cangio col bel Arno 
Amor lo volsc ed lo a Taltrui peso 
Seppi cli’ Amoi cosa mai volse indamo 
l)eh ^ foss il mio cuor lento e’l duro seno 
A chi pianta dal ciel si buon terreno 


CAISrZOKE 

Ridonsi donne e giovani amorosi 
M’ accoatandosi attoino, e perche scnvi 
Perche tu scnvi in lingua ignota e strana 
Verseggiando d’ amoi, e come t osi ® 
Dinne, se la tua speme sia mai vana, 

E de pensieri lo miglior t arrrvi , 

Oosi mi van burlando, altn nvij 
Alin lidi t^aspettan, ed altre onde 
Nelle cm verdi sponde 
Spuntati ad hor, ad hor a la tua chioziia 
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L’mimortal giiidertlon d* efeme frondi 
Perche alle ap ille tue sovcrcliia sonmP 
Canzon dn otti, e ta per lue ii pondi 
Dice mia Donna o 1 suo dir f* li niio cnore 
C^uesta c lingna di cui si v mta A more 


DroDATi, e te’l dir6 con maraviglia, 

ntroso lo cli amor spri ggiar solea 
E de 81301 lacci spesso ini ndta 
Gia caddi ov huom d ibben tdlhor s impiglia 
Ne treccie d oro ne guancia vermiglia 
M’abbaglian bi nia sotto nova idea 
Pellegrin i belle? /a del cuor bea 
Por+amenti alti lionesti e nelle ciglia 
Quel B* •’eno fulgor d amabil neio, 

Parole adorn e di lingua piu d una, 

E*1 cantar die di me/zo 1 hemispero 
Traviar ben puo la faticosa luna 

E degli occhi suoi avveiita si gian fuoco 
Che 1 incerar gji orecchi mi ha poco 


V 

Pj K oerto 1 bei vostr’ oc^bi Donna mia 
Esser non pno che non sian lo mio sole 
Si mi percuoton forte come ei suolc 
Per 1 aiene di Libia chi s mvia 
Mentre un aldo vapor (ne senti pna) 

Da quel lato si spinge ove mi duole, 

Che forse amanti ndle lor parole 
Chiaman sospir , lo non so che si sia 
Parte nnchiusa, e turbida si cela 

Scoseo mx il petto, e poi n’uscendo poco 
Qmvi d* attorno o s’agghiaccia, o s ingiela, 
Ma quanto agh occhi giunge a trovar loco 
Tutte le notti a me suol far piovose 
Pinche mm alba nvien colma di rose 
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VI 

Giovane piano, e semplicetto amante 
Poi che fuggir me stesso in dubbio sono. 
Madonna a voi ael mio cnor rhnmil dono 
Faro divoto , lo certo a prove tante 
L’liebbi fedele, intrepido, costante 

De pensieri leggi idro accorto, e buono , 

Quando rugge il gran mondo, e scocca xl tuoiio, 
S arm a di se, e d intero diamante , 

Tanto dd foist, e d invidia sicuio 
Di timori, e speranze al popol use 
Quanto d ingegno c d alto valor vago, 

E di cetra sonora, e delle muse 
Sol troverete in tal parte men duro 
Ove Amor rnise rinsanabil ago 


VII 

ON HIS BEING AKRIYED TO THE AGE OF 
TWENrY THREE ^ 

1631 

How soon hath Time, the subtle thief of youth, 

Stol n on his wing my three and twentieth j ear ^ 
My hasting days fly on with full career, 

B lit my late spring no bud or blossom show’th 
Perhaps my semblance might deceive the truth, 

That I to manhood am arrived so near. 

And inward iipencss doth much less appear 
That some moie timely happy spirits induTh 
Yet be it less or more, or soon or slow, 

It shall be still in strictest measuie even 
To that same lot, however mean or high, 

Toward which Time leads me, and the wiU of Heaven 
All IS, if I have grace to use it so. 

As ever in my great Task master’s eye. 


I This sonnet was wntten at Cambriige, and sent in a letter to a 
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vm 

WHEN THE ASSAULT WAS INTENDED TO THE CITY ‘ 

1642 

C\PTATN or Colonel or Knight in arms, 

Whose chain e on these defenceless doors may Seize, 
li deed of honour did thee ever please 
Guard them and him within protect from haims 
He cm requite thee, for he knows the charms 
That call fame on such gentle acts as thesi 
And he can spread thy name o er lands and seas 
V7hatever clime the sun’s bright circle waims 
Lift not thy spear against the Muses bow’i 
The grt it Emathian conqueror bid spare 
The house of Pindarus, when temple and tow r 
Ment to the ground and the repeated air 
Of sad El( ctia s poet^ had the pow’r 
To save the Athenian walls from ruin bare 


IX 

TO A VIRTUOUS YOUNG LADY 

Lvn^ th^t in the prime of earliest youth 

ys isdy hast shunn d the broad way and the green, 
And with those few art eminently seen 
’J hat laboui u]) the hill of heavenly truth, 


' ritttu when the Kinj? t oops had 
irn\cd it Brentf:)rd ind I ondun k 
peettd an iioincdiate altack 

^ Aloxindcr He snfPcicd the honso 
if lindii alone to btind untoiuhed 
and lionouiod the family of the it 
Uiicpoot while nif king frightful lia\ c 
<»f the 1 1 eb ins Milt n claims the same 
f ivour from the royal rorces 

^ I* unpides When I ysander h id taken 
\tbon8 Plutai ch tells us that — 

feoinc ho really did in the t oiin 
ril of the A lies propose to reduce the 
Athena i s t > slavery and th it J rian 
thus a Ibeban cftietr gave it as his 
opinion that the city should be levelled 


with the ground and the spot on whuii 
It stood turned to pa8turai;,e 

Afteiwaids howovor vhen the 
general ofhem met it an entertain 
inent a musitian of I hocis bappenei 
to begin a ehorus in the Eleitra of 
1 unpides the first lines of which ore 
these — 

Unhappy daughter of the great 
At! ides 

Thy straw cro'w ned p ilace approach 

The whole company wet e grcatl v moved 
at this incident and could not help re 
fleeting how baib irons a thing it would 
be to larc that noble cit} which had 
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The better part with Mary^ and with Biitb^ 

Chosen thou hast , and they that overween, 

And at thy growing virtues fret their spleen, 

No anger find in thee, but pity and ruth 
Thy care is fix’d and zealously attends 

To fill thy odoious lamp with deeds of light’ 

And hope tbat-ie ips not shame ' Therefore be Miie 
Thou, when the biidegroom with his feastful friends 
Passes to bliss at the niid houi of night 
Hist gam d thy entrance, Virgin wise and pure 


X 

TO THE LADY M^RGAEET LEY ^ 

104 ^ 

D\uriiTrR to that good Eirl ® once Piesidcnt 
Of England s Council and her Tieasuiy, 
Who lived in both unstain d with gold oi fee, 
And left them both more in himself content. 
Till sad the bieal ing of that Pailiament 
Biol e him, as that dishonest victory 
At Ch eronea fatal to hberty, 

Kill d with repoit that old man eloquent ^ 
Though later boi n than to have known the days 
Wherein your father flourish d yet by you, 
Mad im, methinks I see him living vet , 

So well your woids his noble virtues praise, 

Th it dll both judge you to relate them true, 
And to possess them honour’d Margaret 


produced so many great and illustrious 
men — PLurARCH Ti.fe of i<r 

Thus Athens was spared but m < ruel 
mockery Ihe Spartan co loctcd all the 
musicians in the city and jiulltd down 
he fortifications and burned the Athe 
11 an ships to the sound of their in 
htruments 

1 J uke X 42 

2 Ruth 1 14 

* Matt XXV 4 

^ Rom V 5 


® Milton used frequently to visit this 
lady who inained Ciptain Hobson of 
the Isle of Wight 

« Exrl of Mailborough lord High 
Treasurei and Ijord President of the 
Count il to King James I Parliament 
was dissolved the 10th of Match 1628-9 
be died on the 14th but at an advanced 
age — Newton 

^ Isocrites the oiatpr who could not 
smvive the rum of his country Chse 
ronea was giuiod by Philip of Macedon 
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XI 

ON THP DETRACTION WITICH FOLLOWED UPON MY 
M RITING CERTAIN TREATISES 

1045 

A BO^i was wilt of lite call d Tetracliordon,' 

And woven close both niaitci form, and style, 

The BiibjCiijjib new it w ilk d the town a while, 

Numb ring good intellects now seldom pored on 
Cues the stall rt ider, Bless us ’ wh ti i word on 
A title page iH tins ’ and some in lilt 
btind spelling false while one might wilk to Mile 
End Gieea Wh}/ is it hiidei, birs, thin Gordon, 
Colkitto, oi Micdonnel, oi Galaspt^^ 

Those lugged n imes fo oui like mouths grow slcel , 
That would have made Quiiitihin stare and gasp 
Thy ige, like ours O Soul of Sir John Cheke,® 

ITated not leirnmg woiso than toad oi isp, 

When thou taught st Cambridge, and king Edwaid 
Greek 


XII 

ON THE SAME 

I DR) but pi ompt the age to quit then clogs 
By the known rules of ancient liberty. 

When straight a barbarous noise enviions me 
Of owls and cuckoos, asses, apes, and dogs ^ 


• Tetracliordon means exposition on 
the four chief places in Senpture which 
mention nullities in m-irn i^e 
2 Colkitto and Mieionnel are one and 
the same person a brave officer on the 
jojal side an Irishman of the Antiim 
family who served undtr Monti o c 
The Macdonnels of that family are 
staled by way of distinction Mac 
t olleittik le descendants of lame 
bolin Galasp is Geoige Gillespie a 


Sf<tti8h Writer agmist the Indepen 
dents for whom see Miltons vei>eS 
on the 1 oieeis of Conscience — 
Waiiton 

* fen John Chiko hsxs been alieadV 
named in the notes to tins \olnrno Ho 
was th( fiist J roxesst r of Greek at 
Cambridge and icstoicd the ouginal 
proiiuneintion of it He "was tutor to 
Edward VJ 

* Milton s treatises weie on the subject 
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As wlien those hinds that were transfer in’d to fiog 
Bail’ll at Latona’s twin born progeny 
Which after held the sun and moon in fee 
Blit this IS got by casting peail to hogs , 

That bawl for freedom in their senseless mood 
And still revolt when truth would set them free 
Licence they mean when they cry Liberty , 

For who loves that, must first bo wise and good , 
But fiom that mark how far they rove we see 
Foi all this waste of wealth and loss of blood ^ 


xiir 

TO MR H LAWES"* ON THL PUBLISHINa HIS AIRS 

whose tuneful and well measuicd song 
Iirst tinght oiir English music how lo spin 
Woids with ]ust note and accent, not to scan 
With Midas eirs ^ committing short and long * 

Thy worth xnd skill exempts thee from the throng 
With piaise enough foi envy to lool wan, 

To after age thou shalt be wiit the m in 
Ihat with smooth air couhlst luimoiu best our tongue. 
Thou honour st vei se and ^ c i sc must lend Ik i w ing 
lo honour thee the priest of Phoebus’ quiie, 

1 hat tun bt then hajipicst lines in hymn or story ^ 

Dinte shall give fame Ic i\e to set thee higher 
1 hail his Cdselli^ whoii he woo’d to sing 
Met 111 the milder shades of Puigatoiy 


f Di\()r(t llic Pirsi)\teiiaTi clprprj 
ntic rnudi (ind tusth ) sc xtid ili/cd at 
them ind hi Ufjlit Milton befoio the 
1 Olds foi them hut they thouf^ht the 
subject Bimply hpctulutive and, he w is 
liHchargtd Ifo tlius stiomitizcs the 
1 reshj ten m cleri^v 
* Soo OiiD Mil "N I fah iv la 
ion i a progeny w eie Apollo and Diana 
the Hun god and irioon goddesH 

^ A fine moi il toimng too from a 
Kopnhhe in poet 

« Iho umfiiCMp who put the music to 
Conus 

** Midxs a Iving of Phrygia He de 
oded that 1 an was superior m singing 


and pla-^ mg c n the flute to Apollo and 
topiftnsh ins stujadity Apollo changed 
his eirs into those of an asH 

A I atinism me ining offences ag iinst 
a —Hu UARDSON 

6 Ihe Story of Ariadne set b\ 
I awes -Waeion 

7 Amongst the souls in Puigatorj 
Dante retOoiu is his fiiend f asella the 
nmsicun In the caurso of an aflfec 
tumite eonvtrsition Dante asks for a 
song to soothe him and Cosolla sings 
viith ravishing sweetness the poets 
second Canzone See second cant of 
Dante s Purgatorio 
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xn 

ON THE EELIGIOUS MEAIOEY OF MRS CATHERINE 
lHOMSON,‘ 

■\n rUBlSlIAN IJIUND DLCLASLD 16 lH DLC 1646 

Whi n faitli and lo\o Avhich parted from tliee nevei, 

H id M£jen d thy jubt soul to dwell with (loi), 

MeCily thou didst resign this eaithly loid 
Of de ith cnll d life , whii h us fioin life doth si \ ei 
lliy woilvs and alms and all thy good endeavour, 

S'^aj’d not behind nor in the grive were hod , 

But as F Lith ponded with hei golden rod, 

Follow d the( np to joy ind bliss for tvei 
Love led them on and h nth who knew tliem best 
liiy handmaids clad them o ei with purple be iras 
And a/ me wings that up they flew so drest 
And spake the truth of tlue on glouoiis themes 
Before the Judge, who thencefoitli bid thei lest 
eend drink thy till ot pure immortal streams 


XV 

TO THE LORD GENERAL FAIRFAX » 

1618 

Fairpax whose n line m aims through Europe iings> 
Filling eich mouth with envy or with praise, 

And all her jeilous monarchs with amaze 
And rumours loud that daunt remotest kings, 

Thy firm unshaken virtue ever brings 

\ iciory home though new rebellions raise 
Their Hydra heads and the false North displays 
Her broken league^ to imp their serpent wings 


9Jhen Milton was firbt midt I atm 
'y otary to Cromwell he lorl^od it iMi 
ITiomsona nevt to the Bull Head 
1 i\ora Cbiring Cross Mrs Thomson 
IS 8upi>osed to have been the wife of his 
landlord Newton 

2 Addressed to Fairfax at the flieire of 
Colchester It was first printed, to 


gethcr with the two following sonnet 
and thi two to Cyiuck Skinner it th 
end of Phllipss ^ Life of Milton 1094 
— W AinoN 

♦ The Ptighsh Parliament held that 
the Scotch lui broken their covenant 
by rn irchmg mto England led by 
Hamilton 
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0 yet a nobler task awai+s thy hand, 

(Foi what can war, but endless war still breed P) 
Till truth and light fiom violence be freed, 

And public faith cb ir d from the shameful biand 
Ot public fraud In vain doth valour bleed, 
While avarice ind rapine share the land 


XVI 

TO THE LOED GENEEAL CROMWELL 
l(/)2 

CiiOMWLLT, our chief of rien, who thiough a cloud 
Hot of war only but dcti actions rude, 

Guided b} f nih and m itcliloss fortitude, 

To pc ICC and hnih thy glorious way hast plough d 
And on the neck of ci owned fortune proud 

IT ist rc 11 d (tocI s ti opine ind his worl ])uisued 
‘Wilde Haiwcn stu im ^ wilh blood of ^cots unbind 
And Dunbar fn Id lesoiinds thy praises loud, 

And Woicestei s ^ limcat wieath Yet much remains 
do conqin i still pe ice hath her victones 
Ho loss renown d than wai new foes arise 
Threatening to biinl our souls with seiulir chains ^ 
Help ns to save free conscience from the paw 
Of hiiehng wohes whose gospel is their maw 


J \ small river near Preston in T anca 
skiro wlici*e Crcmwell ditcalcd tbo 
Stots undur iho Duko of Ilmultou m 
August 1648 

^ Punbar and Worcostci weie both 


fought September 3 — one 1650 the other 
16 1 

® He alludos to the Prosbj teilan cler<T'y 
They taed to pcisuado C lornwell to use 
the secular powoi a^^ainst Sectaiies 
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TO SIE HENRY VANE THE YOUNGER * 

1653 

Vanf, young m ycar«j but m sage counsil old, 

Tha 1 whom a bettei senator neVi In Id 

The Ixclm of Rom< , when gowns not aims repcl^ J 

Tht 6<_ice Epiiot ind the Africin bold, 

Whether to settle peace oi to unfold 

The duff of hollow titcs haul fo be spell d, 

T lui to advise how uai may brst uphold 
Move by hoi two in iin neives non and gold 
Jn ill h Cl equip ige bosidi s to know 
Roth spintu il I ovv i and civil wh it each means, 
What severs e u h thou h ist learn d which few have 
The bounds of either sword to thei we owe [done 
5 1 refoie on thy Him hind Religion leans 
la peace, and reel oils thee hei eldest son 


X\ III 

ON THE LATE MASSACRE IN PIEDMONT ' 

Avengl, 0 Lord, thy slaughter d simis, whose bones 
Lie scatter d on the Alpine mount ains cold , 

Ev’n them who kept thy truth so pure of old, 
When all oui fatheis woisliij>p d stocks and stouCo 


J Tina aon let aterns to li'i\e Geen 
wnttcu in behalf of the Indepondciita 
the Presbyterian hici irch\ 
V me was the chief of the Ind pendents 
md therefore Milton s ftiend He was a 
most eccentric charsetor a mixture of 
the wriidest fanaticism and good sense 
He was beheaded after the Restoration 
1602 - From Warton 
Th-® States of Holland 
3 In 1665 the Duke jf Savoy de 
tcrmi ed to make hi? reformed sub 


jeets in Pit drnont return to the Roman 
Church All who refused co npliance 
with the sovereigns will wcio mas 
sacred Those who escaped concealed 
in their mountain fastnesses sent to 
Cromwell fir relief Miltons holy in 
dignation found expression in this fine 
sonnet which was of great effect 
Cromwell commanded a general fast 
and a national contribution for the relief 
of the siifft rei s 440 000 wei e collected 
Ho then wrote to the Duke and so 



m sok:^:ets 

Forget not m thy book record their groans 
Who were thy shjl^, and in their ancient fold 
Slain by the bloody Piedmontese that roll’d 
Mother with infant down the rocks Their moans 
The vales ledoubled to the hills and they 

To Heav n Their martvr d blood and ashes sow 
O’er ill th’ Italian fields where still doth sway 
The triple tynnt,' that fiom these may grow 
A bundled fold who havii|^ leirn d thy way 
Eaily may fly the B iby Ionian woe ^ 


XIX 

ON HIS BLINDNESS 

Whin I consider how my light is spent 

Lie h lit my days in this dark world and wide, 
And that one t ilent which is de ith to hide, 

Lodged with me useless though my soul moie bent 
To seivc theiewith my Maker and present 
My tuK K count lest he leturnmg chide, 

Doth God e\ ict dny laboiu light denied P ’ 

1 fondly ask But Patience tb jirevent 
Ihat iiiuimur «oon replies, ‘ God doth not need 
Either man s work, oi his own gifts , who best 
Beir his mild yoke, they ^erve tiira best his state 
Is kingly, thousinds at his bidding speed 
And jiGst o er land anet ocean without rest , 

They also seive who only stand and wait” 


^icat was the terror of the Fiipriisn 
Tiaioo-— the Piotector throateoed that hm 
ships Bhoiild visit Civita Vecchm— that 
the i)useculion was stopped and the 
surviving inhubitinta of the vallejs 


wcio restored to their homes and to 
freedom of woiship 
‘ The 1 opt 
The Papacy 
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XX 

TO ME LAWEENCE ' 

Lawrence of virtuous fa thei \ntnoiis son 

tb it tbe fields are dank md ways aie miu 
Wbc It ball we sometimes meet and by the tiie 
Help waste a sullen day what may be won 
Fiori tl t h ud bed son gaining ? Time will run 
On bmoolhei till Favonms le inspire 
*^1 he frozen earth iiid elotho in fresh attire 
The lily and rose that neithi r sow d nor spun 
Wli it n( it rep ist sh ill feasi ns light and ebon ( 
Ot Attie taste with wine wlientc w( miyiist 
o he ir the lute well tom h d or iitfnl voic^ 
Warble irnmoital notes ind Tu cm airr* 
lit who of those delights can jud^i and 43110 
lo uitcrpost them oft, is not unwise 


x\i 

TO CYEIAC SKINNER 

Cyriac, whose grandsire ® on the royal bench 
Of Bntish Themis, with no mean a])plaube 
Pronounced and in his volumes tanglit 0111 laws 
Which others at the r bar so often wiench , 

To day deep thoughts resolve with me to diencli 
In mirth, that aftei no repenting driws 
Let Lnelid rest and Aidumedes puise 
And wnat the Swede** intends, and what the French 


1 Son of Henry I awrence Mernl)cr fui 
HcitfordtJhire who was ictue in st tiling 
the Protectorate on Cromwell Miltons 
itiendwis tbe author of a woik cilled 

Of ^ur Communion and Warro with 
Angels <fee KMb 4to — Todd 

2 The West Wind 

3 I ord Coke Cyriac Skinner wai the 
eon of William fekmner and Budget, 


daughter of loid C ke He had been a 
pupil of Ml ton s and vi is one of the 
principal membeis of II irnngton » lo 
litieal I'lnb 

* Cbailes Custaviis King of Sweden 
was then at w ir w th I oland and the 
hi curb were fightin^ tbe Spaniards in 
the Is ethei lands 
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To measure life learn thou betimes and know 
Toward solid good what leads the nearest way , 
For other things mild Heaven a time ordains. 
And disapproves that care, though wise in show, 
That with superfluous burden loads the day, 
And, when Gojo sends a cheerful hour, refrains 


XXII 


TO THE SAME 

CiRTvr, this thiee years day these eyes, though clear, 

To outward view of bltniish oi of spot, 

Bt 1 eft of light their seeing liave foi got 
Noi to their idle or])S d )th sight appear 
Of snn 01 moon oi stir thionghout the year 
Oi miri 01 woman Y(tl irgiio not 
Against He iv n s h ind or will noi liate a jot 
Of heart or hope , but still bear up and sttei 
Right onwaid What supports me dost thou ask ? 

The conscience Friend t’ have lost them overplicd 
In liberty s defence ^ my noble task, 

Of which all Europe tilks from side to side 
This thought might le id me thro’ the world s vain ma“k 
Content, though blind, had I no better guide 


' IMien Miltoj) wis to answer 

feimiasius ono of his eyes had rieaily 
lost its sij^ht The physieixns pn dieted 
the loss of both i® ho used thorn But 
Milton told Dn Moulin I did not lo g 
bamieo whether mj duty fobauld bo 
prtforrt d to my eyes 
J The celebrated controversy wi<h 
Sahnasius or gin ito I thus C barles 11 
employed th it groat scholar to write a 


Defence of Monarchy and to vmdic li e 
his fathei s me noi y S ilma ims was the 
greatest scholar of his ago Grotius alone 
could compete with hun Selden speaks 
of him as most idraiiable Tho 
Council of tho Commonwealth theie 
fore did wisely in oidenng Milton to 
answer him IJow ho did so at the price 
of his eig^t we see ibovo 




Mcthonght I saw mv late espous^id saint 
Brought to me like Alrestis from the grave 
Whom Jove s great son to her elad husband gave 
Rescued from death by force though pale and faint 491 
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XXIII 

ON HIS DECEASED WIFE ' 

Mltiioik III I s'lw m;y hto e«tp(ms^d 
Dronglit to me like Akestis “ horn the glare, 

Whom Jove s grcit son to h( i f^'Hd hnshand gave, 
Eescaed from deilli by foicc though pile and faint 
]\lme, as whom wish d io n spot ol child bed taint 
Pmifioaiion in the old Inv did sire, 

And such, as yet once moic T f m 5t to hnve 
Full sii,ht of her in lie nen without rfbti iint, 
Came vested ill m white pure is her mi d 
Her fne was veil d yet to my t inritd ^ight 
Love, sweetness ^ocdiiess m hci ]'fi on shim d 
So clear is in no f ue with inoie delight 
J3ut >h ^ IS to tnibnce me she inclined, 

I waked, she lied ii d day bioiight bick my m^l t 


tilli rij) the fUuf of (attim 
Woo luck of Ifa 1 iicv sho died in 
bhtli to a i icii aft i 

lit! inumgo Sho w ls Mil ton s second 
wife 

^ Vkcstis being told by in oracle that 


her husband Adm lus r uld nc\ei u 
c )Mr fiiin a disi i*?o nnliss a fre d 
died for inm willingly lad do\Mi lot 
life for him Ileicuhs loves i 
son brought her bick fiom hell 



Ipotm anb translations 


ON THE NEW FOECERS OF CONSCIENCE UNDER 
THE LONG PARLIAMENT 


16i7 

BiCAUbi }ou have ill! own olTyoui prelate lord 
And with fetitf vowb 1 enounced his liturgy, 

^1 0 su/e the widow d whoie J^lur ility 
From them whose sm ye envied, not abhorr d, 

Due ye for this id]uie the civil sword 
To foioc 0111 consciences that Chiist set free, 

And iide ub with a cl issic hiei uehy ^ 

Taught }e by mere A fe and EotherfordP^ 

Men whose life le irning It iith and pure intent 
Would h ive been held in high esttim with Paul, 
Must now be n lined and pnnted heietics 
By shallow Edwards ^ and Scotch vh it d ye cill ^ 
But we do hope to hnd out all yoiii tricks 
Youi jdotb ind 2:)acking woise thin those ol Tient,® 
Th it so the Parliament 
May, with their wholesome and preventive sh^ais 
Clip your 2 )hylacteries, though bank youi ears ^ 

And biiecour our just fears, 
Y lien they shall read this ch xily m your chaige, 

New Presbyter is but Old Piiest wiit large ^ 


< In closes or clissicil d'^isembhes 
llio iioshyternus distributed 1 ondnn 
in(G twelve cl isscs cich chose two 
mmisteiB and four lay elders to re 
piesent them m a Provincial Asstmbl j 
Adim Stuart a Polcimcal writer of 
the times who answoiedthe Indcpen 
dents Plei for 'loleration 
** Samuel Rutherford one of the Chief 
< oninrissiouers of tin Church of Scot 
land and an avowed enemy to the 
independents Miltons sect 
^ lliomas t dw ards who wrote against 
the Independen s 


® leihips Ctoi^o ( Illtspic a Scotdi 
write I against tlit hide pc i tents Milton 
hated the iScotcb and ridiculed then 
n lines 

« The Council of Trent 

7 B ilk or b ink is to sp ire The 

meaning is } our eiTors w ill be cor 
reeled and your eus spired Oui 

re iders will reinem cr tint tVt, Stii 
< himber had inflicted the cruel pimiah 
ment of loss of ears on Pi;y»ne 

8 Moio tyrannical thin of old 
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TRANSLATIONS 


THE FIFTH ODE OF HORACE, Lib I 

Wiivi skiidei youth, bedew d with liquid odoui-g, 
Coui-ts thee on roses in some pie isaiit cave, 

Ryirh 1 t or wh<jm bind st thou 
Til wrexths thy golden hair 
Plain in thy neatness r* O how oft shall he 
On faith and c h inged Gods coraiilain, and seas 
Rough with blick winds, and storms 
Unwonted shill admiio ^ 

Who now enjoys thee credulous, all gold, 

AVho ah lys v ic iiit ilways amiable 
Hopes thee, of flattering gales 
Unmindful Hapless they 

To whom thou untried seem st fair Me, m niy vow d 
Picture the saertd wall dccl lies to have hung 
My d ink and dropping weeds 
To the stern God of sea 


FROM GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH ' 

Brutus thus addresses Diwa in the countrj of Leo^^cLia - 

Gonursb of shades and huntiess who at will 
Walk st on the rolling spheres and thiough the deep , 
On thy third reign, the earth look now and tell 
What land what seat of rest, thou bidd st me seek, 
What certain seat where I may worship thee 
For aye, with temples vow d, and virgin quires 


1 An ancient British lustor an and writer Ho dud 1154 
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To whom sleeping before the altar Diana answers in a vis on the same night 

Biiuiiis, far to tlie west in the ocean wide. 

Beyond the realm of Gaul, a land there lies. 

Sea girt it lies where giants dwelt of old, 

Now \oid it lits thy people thither heiid 
Thy com sc, theie shalt thou find a lasting seat, 

There to thy sons another Tioy sh ill risi, 

And kings be boin of thtc whose drtaalul might 
Shall awe the world, and coiiquei nations bold 

FEOM DANTE 

An, Constantine of how much ill was cause. 

Not thy conversion but thosit rich domains 
That the first wealthy pope leceived oi thee 

FEOM DANTE 

Foiindli) in ch I'^tj and humble poverty, 

’Gainst them that raised thee dost Jiou lilt thy hoin, 
Impudent whore, where nast thou placed thy hope 
In thy adulterers, oi thy ill got wealth? 

Anothei Constantine comes not in haste 

FEOM AEIOSTO 

Til IN past he to a flow ry niountain green, 

Whieh once smelt sweet, now stinks as odiously 
This was the gift, if you the truth will have, 

That Constantine to good Sylvester gave 

FEOM HOEACE 

Whom do we count a good man P Whom but he 
Who keeps the laws and statutes of the senate, 

Who judges in great suits and contro\ ersies 
Whose witness and opinion wins the eause ? 

But his own honse, and the whole neighbourhood, 
Sees his foul inside through his wlnted skin 
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FROM HORACE 

All barbarous people and their princes too 
All purple tyrants honour yon. 

The very wandering Scythians do 
Support the pillai of the Roman state 
Lest ill m u be in\ol\td in one man s fate, 
Continue us in wealth and «^iatt. 

Let wai& ind tumults ever cease 

FROM HORACE 

TiiF powei that did cnaie can change the scene 
Of tlungb m live mean of great, and greit of mean 
'Ihe brightctot glory cm eclipse with might, 

And place the most obscure in dazzling light 

FROM EURIPIDES 

Tins IS trne libcity when ficeborn men 
Having to advise the pubhc may speak fiee , 

Which he who can, and will deseives high piaise 
Who neither can nor will may hold his peace, 
What can be juster in a state than this ? 

FROM HORACE 

L\i; nil INC to teach the truth, 

What lurideis f As some teacheis give to boys 
Junkets and knacks that they may learn apace 

FROM HORACE 

JolvI^G decides great things 

Stionger and better oft than earnest can 

FROM SOPHOCLES 

^Tis you that say it, not I You do tlie deeds, 

And your ungodly deeds hud me the wordb ^ 
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FROM HOMER 

Gi A.UCUS in Lycia we re adored as gods, 

What makes ’twixt us and others so gieat odds ? 

FROM SENECA 

~ TiiLKL can be slain 

No sacrifice to God more accejitable, 

Than an unjust and wicked king 



psalms/ 


PSALM I Done into veese, 1653 

Bless’d is the man who hath not wilk’d astray 
In counsel of the wk ked and i tli’ way 
Of sinners hath not stood and in the seat 
Of scorners hath not sat But in the great 
Jehovah s law is ever his delight 
And in his law he studies day and night 
He shall be as a tree which planted grows 
By wdt^'iy streams, and m his season knows 
To yieid his fruit and his leaf shall not fall 
And what he takes in hand shall ] rosper all 
Not so the wicked but as chaff which fann d 
The wind drives so the \\icked shall not stand 
In judgment or abide their tiial then, 

Nor sinners in th assembly of pist men 

For the Lord knows th^ upright way of the just, 

And the wav of bad men to rum must 


PSALM iT Done Aug 8, 1653 Terzetto 

Why do the Gentiles tnmult, and the nations 
Muse a vain thing, the kings of th’ earth upstand 
With pow’r, and princes in their congregations 
Lay deep their plots together through each land 


> Milton s father composed Psalm tunes, and metrical Psalmody was \ciy popuUi 
) Milton 8 time 


K K 
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Against the Lord and his Mebsiah dearP 
Let us break off, say they, by strength of hand 
Iheir bonds, and cast from us, no more to wear, 

Their twisted cords He who in heav n doth d\\ ell 
Shall laugh, the Lord shall scoff them, then se\oio 
Speak to them in his wrath, and m his ffll 
And fierce ire trouble them , but I, said He, 
Anointed have my King (though ye rebel) 

On Sion my holy hill A firm deciee 
I will declaie , the Loid to me hath said 
Thou art my Sou I have begotten thee 
This day , ask of me and the grant is made , 

As thy possession I on thee bestow 
The Heathen, and as thy conquest to be sway’d 
i3arth s utmost bounds then shalt thou bring full 1 >vv 
V\ ith iron sceptre bi uised, and them disperse 
Lil e to a potter’s vessel shiver d so 
And now be wise at length, yo Kings averse,. 

Be taught, ;^e Judges of the earth, with tear 
Jehovah serve and let your joy converse 
With tiemblmg, kiss the Son lest he appeal 
In angel, and ye perish in the way 
If once his writh take file like fuel sere 
H ippy those who have m them their stay 


rSALxM HI Aug o, 1653 

y IILN HE FLED lUOM ABSiVLOM 

Lorn, how many are my foes * 

How many those 
That in aims against me rise’ 

Many are thei 

That of my life distrustfully thus say 
IVTo help for him in God there lies 
But thou, Lord, art my shield, my glory, 
Thee through tny stoiy 



PSAL3IS 


499 


Th’ oxalter of my head I count 
Aloud T cried 

rinto Jehovah He full soon replied 
And heard rae from His holy munnt 
I lay and slept 1 wake<l ag un 
For riiV sust iin ’ 

Was tlie Loid (Ji many millions 
Th populous roub 

I fear not though encamping round about 
They pitch against me thnr piviiions 
Rise T ord, save mi n^y l<od, foi tluni 
Hast smote eri now 
()n the cheelv bone all my foi s 
Of men abhoird 

H iht broke the teeth This held was fiom the Lord , 
Thy blessing ou thy people flows 


PSALM IV At c 10, 1653 

A^sw^ll me when I call, 

God of my nghteousness, 

In straits and in distress 
Thou didst me disenthrall 
And set at large , now spare, 

Now pity me, and hear my earnest pra’v ’r 
Great ones how long will ye 
My glo'^y have in seoin, 

How long be thus ioiborn 
Still to love vanity 
lo love to seek, to prize 

1 hings false and vain and not iing else lint lies ^ 
Yet know the Lord hath chose 
Chose to Himself apart 
The good and meek of heart , 


Tlic ^01 b imd as a substantive &o* disturb mP L \I 54S — Told 
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(For whom to chose He knows) 

Jehovah from on high 

Will hear my voice what time to Him I cry 
Be awed, and do not am. 

Speak to your hearts alone. 

Upon your beds, each one. 

And be at peace within 
Offer the offerings just 

Of righteousness, and m Jehovah trust 
Many there be that say 
* Who yet will show us good ^ ’ 

Talking like this world s brood, 

But Lord thus kt me pray , 

On us lift up the light, 

Lift up the favour of thy countenance bright 
Into my heart more ]oy 
And gladness thou hast put. 

Than when a year of glut 
Their stores doth overcloy. 

And from their plenteous grounds 

With vast increase their corn and wine abounds 
In peace at once will I 
Both lay me down and sleep. 

For thou alone dost keep 
Me safe where’er I he , 

As in a rocky cell 

Thou, Lord, alone m safety mak^st me dwell 


PSALM Y Aug 12, 1653 

JjBHOVAH, tc my words give ear. 

My meditation weigh. 

The voice of my complaining hear 
My King and God for unto thee I pray 
Jehovah thou my early voice 
Shalt m the morning hear, 
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r th’ moiBing I to thee with choice 
Will ia,nk tnj piay’rs and watch till thou appeal 
For thou art not a God that takes 
In wickedae&s delight. 

Evil with thee no bidding makes, 

Fools or nidd nicii stand not witlnn sight 
All woikeis ol iniquity 

Thou hat st , and them nnblest 
Thou wilt destroy that speak a lie, 

The bloody and guileful man God doth detest 
But I will in thy mucies dear. 

Thy numerous mercies go 
Into thy house I in thy lear 
Whll towards thy holy temple worship low 
Lotd lead rne in thy iighteousness, 

Lead me liecause of those 
Thxt do observe if I tiansgress, 

Se^ thy w ys right befoie, where my step goes 
For in his fait ring mouth unstable 
J^?“o word IS firm oi sooth , ^ 

Their inside troubles mi sei able , 

An open gra\e their throat their tongue they smooth 
God, find them guilty let them fall 
By their own counsels quell d 
Push them m their rebellions all 
Still on , for 3 gainst thee they have lebell d 
Then all who trust in the43 shall bring 
Their joy, while thou from blame 
Defend st them they shall ever sing 
And shall triumph in thee, who love thy name 
For thou, a^hovah wilt be found 
To bless the ]U8t man still. 

As with a shield thou wilt sun-ound 
Him with thy lasting favour and good will 
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PSALM YI Aug 13, 1653 

Loud, in tliine anger do not reprehend me 
Nor in thy hot displeasure me correct, 

Pity me, Lord for I nm much deject, 

And very weak and faint , heal and amend me 
For all my hones that e'en with inguish ache 
Arc troubled yea my sonl is troubled sore, 

And thou O Lord how long Turn Lord, restuif 
My soul, O Hive me for thy goodness sake 
1 or in death no remembrance is of the e 

Who in the gnve cm celebrate thy piaise^ 

Wearied I am with si_,hing out my days, 

N ightly my couch I make a kind of sea , 

My bed I w xter with my tears , mine eye 

Through giicf consumes, is wiven old and dark 
I’ the midst of all mine enemies that mark 
Depart all ye that work iniquity, 

Depart from me for the voice of my weeping 

The Lord hath heiid, the Ijord hath heard my piayer, 
My su])plication with ac< ( ptanco fai 
The Lord will own and line me in his keeping 
Mine cnemKS shall all he blink ind dash’d 
With much confusion, then grown red with shame, 
They shall icturn in haste the way they came 
And m a moment shall be quite abash d 


PSALM YII Aig 14, 1653 

I PON TIIL TVUUDS OT CUD SIT TTIF BINTAMIIE AGAINST Hl’M 

LoTvD, my God to thee I fly. 

Save me, and seouie me under 
Thy piotection while I cry 
Lest as a bon (and no wonder) 

He haste to tear my soul asunder, 

Teaiing, and no rescue nigh 
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LtorJy my God if I have thought 
Or done this, if wicLcdntss 
Be m niy hand®? it I have ought 
111 to him til it meant me pc ice. 

Or to him liave rendoi d kss 
And not freed my foe ior nought , 

I et tiif enemy pursue my soux 
And o\ Cl tube it let him •'read 

hfc down to the eiitb and loll 
In the du^t my gloiy dead, 

I 1 lilt du i iiid there outspiead 
Tjodge it wiih dishonour foul 
Rise lelioiali, in thine lie, 

Roi4B( thyself amidst the rige 
Of my foes tli it urge like hre 
Anl wake foi me their fuiy is'^uige, 
Tuelgnient here thou didst eng ige 
A nd comm mel wliieli I desire 
So til assemhhes of eaeli nation 
V\ ill still ound thee seeking light, 
dhenee to thy j^loiious h ihitation 
Jlclurn on high and in their sight 
Jehov ill judge th most iijiright 
All people tiom the woild s foundatr n 
Judge me Loi 1 he judge in this 
Afcoieling to my righteousness 
And the innocence which is 
Upon me cause at length to coase 
Of evil men the wickedness 
And their power that do amiss 
But ti e just estahhsh fast. 

Since thou art the just God that tries 
Hearts and reins On God is cast 
My defence, and in Him lies. 

In Him who both just and wise 
Saves the ujiright of heart at last 
God IS a just judge and severe. 

And God is eveiy day offendecl. 

If the umust will not forbear. 
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His sword he whets his bow hath bended 

Alieady and for him intended 

The tools of death, that waits him near 

(His arrows pnrjiosely made He 
For them that persecute ) Behold 
He travels bir with vanity. 

Trouble he hath conceiv d of old 
As in a womb and from that mould 
Hath at length brought forth a he 

He digg d a pit and delved it deep. 

And fell into the pit he made 

His mischief that due course doth keep 

Turns on his head and his ill trade, 

Of violence will undelay’d 
Fall on his crown with rum steep 

Then will I Jehovah s praise 
Accoiding to his justice raise 
And sing the Name and Deity 
Of Jehovah the Most High 

PSALM VllI Atjc 14, 1653 

O Jehovah our Lord how wondrous great 
And glorious is thy name through all the earth * 

So as above the Heavens thy praise to set 
Out of the tender mouths of latest birth 

Out of the mouths of babe^ and sucklings thou 
Hast iounded strength because of all thy foes, 

To stmt the enemy, and slack th’ avenger s brow 
That bends his rage thy providence t’ oppose 

When I behold thy Heav’ns thy fingers’ art, 

The moon and stars which thou so bright hast set 
In the pure firmament, then saith my heart 
O what IS man that thou remember’st yet. 

And thmk’st upon him, or of man begot. 

That him thou visit’st and of him art found ® 
Scarce to be less than gods thou mad’st his lot. 

With honour and with state thou hast him crown’d 
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O’er tbe works of thy hand thou mad’st him lord, 
Thou hast put all under his lordly feet, 

All flocks, and herds thy commanding word, 

All beasts that in the field or forest meet. 

Fowl of the TTeavens and fish that through the wet 
Sea path« m heals do slide, and know no dearth 
0 Jehovah oi r Lord how wondrous gieat 
And glorious is thy name through all the earth ^ 


Appil, 1648 J M 

Nint of the Psalms done into metre herein all but what is in a diffeieiit 
character are the very words of the text truislutcd from Ihc original 

PSALM LXXX 

Thou Shepheid that dost Israel heep 
Give ear ni time of nred. 

Who leadest like a flock of sheep 
TI y lov(d Joseph s seed, 

That sitt st between the Cherubs hnqlitf 
Between their wmqs out spread, 

Shine forth and fiom thy cloud give light, 

And on oui foa> thy djtad 

In Ephraim s view and Benjamin’s, 

And ID Manassc s sight, 

Awake thy strength cimie, and he seen 
To save us hy thy might 

Turn us again thy grace dioine 
To us, O God, vouehsafi 
Cause thou thy face on ns to shine, 

And then we shall be safe 

Lord God of Hosts, how long wilt thou, 

How long wilt thon declare 
Thy smoking wrath and anqiy how 
Against thy people’s prayei I 
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TLon feed st them with the bread of te \r% 

1 heir bread with tears they eat, 

And mak st them largely dnnk the tears 
Wherewith thetr chtclcs net 

A stiife thou mak’st ns and a p'ley 
To every neighbour foe 
Among themsflvoe they laugh, they play, 
And floutB it iis they throw 

Kitiirn us, and thy (pace ditnn^, 

O God of Hosts, von(l(b(rJ( , 

G luso tliou thy facf on us to shine, 

And thin wc bhall be safe 

A Vine from Eg;ypt thou hast brought, 
Thiffici 1()0( mad d fhnie. 

And diov’st out nations pi and and hant^ 

To p^ int this lovily \me 

Thou did st ]irf p ire foi it a place 
And loot it diip and fist. 

Tint it htqan to ipow apatPy 
And fill d the 1 lud at last 

With her qiet n shade that co\ei d aU, 

The hills w« le oof ? ‘ip) cad 
Her boughs as •ha/h as eidirs tall 
Achamced then lofty head 

Hir branches on the westtin side 
Down to the sea she sent, 

And upwaid to tluxt river wide 
Her other branches went 

dVhy hast thou lud hei hedges low, 

And broken down her fence 
That all may pluck her, as they go. 

With 9 iidi st vwlenc*^ ^ 

The tushi d boar out of the wood 
IJp tu^ns it by the loots. 

Wild beasts there browse, and make their food 
Her gi apes and tender shoots 
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Return now, God of Hosts, look down 
iMom Ht av n, thy seat divine. 

Behold lib hnt mthotit afiOWfi, 

And visit this ihij vine 

Visit this vine which thy right hand 
H ith set and planted loug^ 

And the y oung branch that for Ih^ self 
Thou hast made firm and strong 

But now it is consumed with fire. 

And cut With anb down, 

Thty iicrish at th;) dieadful lie. 

At thy rebuke and fiown 

Uxion the man of thy right hand 
Let thy qoocl hand be laid 

Upon the son of min whom thou 
Strong for thyself hast made 

So shall we not go bid fiom thee 

To tv 1 Ijb oJsLIl ttitd b'utOK , 

Quicken us thou then (jLadI j we 
Shall e ill upon thy Aanie 

Return us and tJtij quu( divciu 
Lord God ot Hosts i uik hbajt. 

Cause thou thy 1 ice on to slime. 

And then wc shall be safe 


PSAI.M LVAXr 

To God our strength sing loud, and tltai. 
Sing loud to God ouy King 
To Jacob’s God, that all may hear, 

JLioud accl imations iing 

Piepare a hymn, X)repare a song, 

Ihe timbrel hither bimg 
The cheerful psaltiy bring along. 

And hdrp uUh iileasant sU mg 
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Blow, as ^8 wont, in^the new moon 
Witli trumpets’ lofty sound, 

Th’ appointed time, the daj whereon 
Our solemn feast comes round 

This was a statute giv^n of old 
For Israel to ohseive, 

A law of Jacob s God, to hold, 

From whence they might not swerve 

This he a testimony ordain d 
In Joseph not to change, 

When as he pass’d thiouj^h Egypt land, 
The tongue I heard was strange 

From burden, and fioin slavish toil 
I set his shoulder fice , 

«His hands from pots, and miry soil. 
Deliver d were hij me 

When trouole did thee sore issail. 

On me then didst thou call. 

And I to free thee did not fa%b. 

And led thee out of thrall 

I answer’d thee in thunder deej) 

With clouds encompass’d round, 

I tiled thee at the water steep 
Of Meribah 'lenowiCd 

Hear, O my People, hearken well, 

I testify to thee, 

Thou am lent stoih o/ Israel, 

If thou wilt list to me 

Throughout the land of thy abode 
No alien God shall be, 

Nor shaft thou to a foreign God 
In honour bend thy knee 

I am the Lord thy God which bi ought 
Thee out of Egypt land , * 

Ask large enough, and I, besought. 

Will grant thy full demand 



PSALMS 




And yet my people would not hear. 

Nor hearken to my voice , 

And Israel, whom I loved so dear, 
Misliked me for his choice 

Then d^d I leave them to their will. 

And t ) their wand ring mmd , 

Their own conceits they folio d still. 
Their ov^n devices blind 

O that my people would he wise. 

To serve me ad thetr datfs 
And O that Isi id would advise 
To wallt my 'lajhteoub ways 

Then would I soon bring down their foes. 
That now t>o p^otidh/ 71 si. 

And tui u my hand ag iinst all those 
T^iat an their enemies 

Who hate the Loid should the 7 % he fain 
To bow to lum and bend 
But then, his pcopU, should remain. 
Their time should have no end 

And he would feed them fi om the shock 
With flour of hmst wheat. 

An d satisfy them from the rock 
With honey for their meat 


PSALM LXXXII 

Gob in the great assembly stands 
Of kmqs and loidhj states. 
Among the Gods, on both his hands 
He judges and debates 

How long will ye pervert the right 
With judgment false and wrong, 
Pavonnng the wicked by your might. 
Who thence g'low hold and strong ^ 
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Begard the weak and fatherless, 
Desi">atch the i^oor man s canbe 
And raise the man in deep distress 
By just and equal laws 

Defend the jioor and desol ite. 

And rescue fiom the hands 
Of wicked men the low estate 
Of him tJbat help eie mmuls 

Ihey know not, nor will understand 
In daiLness they w ilk on 
I he earth s foundations all aie moved. 
And out of Older gone 

1 said that ye wei o gods, yea all 
Tiie sons of God most high , 

But ye shall die like men, and fall 
Ab othei princes die 

Rise God judge thou the earth toi mighty 
This Hill cel oaith icdreas. 

For thou ait Ho wh > shall by right 
The nations all posse&s 


PSALM LXXXITI 

lljb not thou silent noiv at length 
O God, hold not thy peace. 

Sit thou not still, O God of sticngfh. 
We ciy, and do not ceabe 

For lo ihy f n't %oiis foes now swell, 

And storm outi ageously. 

And they that hate thee pi oud and fell 
Lvalt their heads full high 

Against thy people they contrive 
Their plots and counsels deep, 

Them to ensnare they chiefly strive. 
Whom thou dost hide and keep 
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Gome let us cut them off say they. 
Till they no nation be. 

That Israel s name for ever may 
Be lost in memory 

Fo'^ tin V c^onsult with all tlu ii might, 
And di as one in mmd 
Themselves agaii st thee they unite, 
m film union bind 

The tents of Edom, and the brood 
Ot a Ibhmacl, 

ISJoib with th( m of Hagai s blood. 
That 111 till dtt>ut (hvtlf, 

Gcbal and Ammon fh('te coii^j^iie 
And haiefal Am ilclv 
d he Philistines and they of Tyre, 

11 > 08( hounds the sea doth check 

With them qicat Ashur also bands, 
And doth con film the knot 
All these have lent th* u aimed hands 
To aid the sons of Lot 

Ho to them as to Midian hold, 

[that zvasted all tlu rdUbt, 
do Riscra, and as is told 
Tnotc didst to Jabin’s host, 

Vria n at the brook of Kishon old 
Theif wcie leimlsed and slam. 

At Liidor quite cut oft, and lolFd 
As du g ni^on the plain 

As Zeb and Oieb evil sped. 

So let their princes sj)eed. 

As Zeba, and Zalmunna hltd. 

So let their piinccs bleed 

For they amzdst thci 7 pride have said. 
By right now shall we seize 
God*s houses, and tv ill now tnvade 
Their stalely palaces 
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My God, oh make them as a wheel, 

JVb q 7 iiet let them find ^ 

Giddy and 'testless let them reel 
Like stubble from the wind 

As when an aged wood takes file 
Wh%Lh on a sudden strays. 

The q'tecdy flame runs higher and higher 
Till all the mountains blaze. 

So with thy whirlwind them pursue. 

And with thy tempest chase , 

And till they yield thee honour due, 
liord fill with shame their face 

Ashamed and troubled let them be. 

Troubled and shamed for ever, 
hver confounded, and so die 

With shame, at id scape it nevet 

Then shall they know that thou whose name 
Jehovah is alone 

Alt the Most High and thou the same 
O ei all the earth at t one 


PSALM LXXXIY 

How lovely are thy dwellings fair ^ 

O Lord of Hosts, how dear 
The pleasant tabernacles are. 

Where thou dost dwell so near ^ 

My soul doth long and almost die 
Thy courts, O Lord, to see , 

My heart and flesh aloud do cry, 

O hving God for thee 

There ev’n the sparrow freed ft om wt ong 
Hath found a house of *1681, 

The swallow there, to lay her young 
Hath built her hioodnng nest. 
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ink’ll by tby altarfe, Loid of Hosts, 

They find thei 7 safe ahodt , 

And honie they fiy fionv 'loiind the < uabU 
Toward thte, mj King, my God 

Happy, ’vbo lu t1i3'- boiiso leeide, 

"W Kv-ic tlue thf'y t\ci xnaisc 
H ippy» 110*^0 sti< iigth in tluo doth bide. 

And 11 then heaits thy \\ u ^ 

Tliey pa s tlnongh Bacis thit^ty \a]c, 

That dnji and ha) n n (j)oin}d 
As through a fiiiilliil w li ly dale 
'V^ hert spiings and show is ab mnd 

They ]on ncy on fiom siieiiglli to iic 111 
With )oif and (jliid'^ dik cIk t ) 

Till 'il!' bctoie oil) God af lon/fh 
111 Sion do ippcai 

Lord God of Hosts hear noiv iny i)i 13 < i, 

O Jacob s God, give cai 
Thou God oui shield, lool on the f ico 
Of thy anointed dcai 

For one day in thy com is to hi 
Is beitei, and ntoic hh sf 
Than '1)1 ilbL ;o?/s oj v in if if 
A thousand diys at best 

I m the temple of my God 
II id lather locx^ a dooi. 

Than dwell m tents, and 7 uh ah id , 

With s nfor eva nioic 

For God the Lord, both sun and shield, 

Gives grace and glory hi tylif, 

Ho good from them shall be withheld 
Whose ways are just and ught 

Lord God of Hosts that rezyn'^st on hiyh, 

That man is irvily blest. 

Who only on thee doth rely. 

And in thee only rest 
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PSALM LXXXY 

Thy land to favour graciously 
Thou hast not, Lord, been slaciv , 

Thou hast from lun d captivity 
Beturned Jacob back 

Th’ iniquity thou didst forgive 
That wi ought thy people woe. 

And all their sm, that did tin p gi uv , 

Hast hid whne none shall hnoiv 

Thine anger all thou hadst icmovcd, 

And cahiihj didst letuiii 
Fiom thy fieice wi xth which we h id i>io\ cd 
Far worse than fire to bum 

God of our saving health and peace, 

Turn us, and us restoic. 

Thine indignation cause to cease 
Toward us, and chide no more 

Wilt thou be angry without end, 

For ever angry thus, 

Wilt thou thy frowning lie extend 
From ago to age on us ? 

Wilt thou not turn, and hear our voice, 
And us again revi\ e. 

That so thy people may rejoice 
By thee preserved alive ? 

Cause us to see thy goodness. Lord, 

To us thy mercy show, 

Thy saving health to us afford, 

And life in us renew 

And now what God the Lord will speak, 

I will go stra'iglvt and hear, 

For to his people he speaks peace, 

And to his saints /ttZZ dear. 

To hiB dear saints he will speak peace, 

But let them never more 
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Betnrn to folly, hid nn cease 
To tfc^pass as htfoie 

Sin ely to such as do Him fear 
bah ation is at hand, 

And gloiy shall ere long appear 
To cl M til within our land 

Aieioy and 'Fruth lJut* Jovg iitic miss'd 
ISTivV joiffiUly aie met, 

Sweot Peice and Eighteonsness have hiso d. 
And hand %n Jiiiid aie set 

Tiuth fiom the earth, like to aflow^'i, 

Shall hud and blossom then, 

And J ubtice fi om her heav’nly bow’r 
hook down on mortal men 

The Loid will also tten bestow 
\^ i itevci thing is good, 

Oui land shall foith m plenty throw* 

Hei fiuits to ho OUI food 

Befoic Him nghteonsness shall go, 

1£i 9 loyal haihn g i. 

Then will He come, and not be slow. 

His footqtenfl f*nnnr>f prt* 


PSALM IjXXXYI 


Thy giac%ou8 ear, O Loid, incline 
O hear me I thee pray, 

Por I am poor, and almost pino 
With need, and sad decay 

Preserve my soul, for I have trod 
Thy ways, and love the just. 
Save thou thy seirant, O my Hoc 

"\i\rhr» sifnll in +■^1 a-f- 
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p]iy me, liord, for daily thee 
I call, O make rejoice 
Thy sei*vant’s soul, for, Loid, to thcc 
± lift my soul and votto 

Foi thou art good, thou. Lord, ait pi :>ne 
To pardon, thou to all 
Alt lull of meicy, thou alone 
To them that on thee call 

Unto my supplication, Lord, 

Give ear, and to the ciy 
Of niy incessant piay’rs afford 
Thy healing graciously 

T in the day of my distress 
Will cill on thee foi aid, 

Foi thou wilt <ponf Tciefiee a''c^ss, 

And answer what I aij d 

Lil e thee among the Gods is none, 

0 Loid, noi any works 

Of all that other Gods have done 
Like to thy qlo'i tons works 

The n xfcions all whom thou hast mad'' 
Shill come, and all shall f tamo 
To bow them low before thee. Lord, 

And glorify thy name 

Foi gieat thou art, and wonders great 
By thy sti ong hand ai e done. 

Thou in thy eve'tlasting seat 
Bemamest God alone 

Teach me, O Lord, thy way most ^ ight, 

1 in thy truth will bide. 

To fear thy name my heart unite, 

So shall %t never slide 

Thee will I praise, O Lord my God, 
Thee honour and adore 
With my whole heart, and blaze abroad 
Thy name for evermore 
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For great tliy mcicy is toward mo. 

And tliou hast freed my boul, 

Fv n from the lowest hc"^! set fife, 

Tio i Jl iKst daihuc'-^a foul 

O C^od, the proud against me ris( , 

An'^ violent men are met 
To seelv my life, and in then e;yes 
No fear of thee have set 

But thou. Lord, ait the God mobt inilil. 
Readiest thy grace to show. 

Slow to be angry, and art styled 
Most merciful, most true 

O tuiii to me thy face at length. 

And me have mercy on, 

Un'^o thy servant give thy bticnglh, 
And save thy handmaid s son 

Some sign of good to me affoid, 

And let my foes then see, 

And be ashamed, because thou, Lord, 
Post help and comfort me 


PSALM LXXXVII 


Among tiie holy mountains high 
Is his toundation fast. 

There seated in h^8 sanctuary^ 

His temyle there %8 jilaced 

Slon*s/a.^r gates the Lord loves mo e 
Than all the dwelhngs fair 
Of Jacob’s land, though there he s^oie. 
And all within kia care 

City of God, most glorious things 
Of thee abroad are spoke , 
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I mention Egypt, where jproxid kings 
JDid owi forefathers yoke 

I mention Babel to my friends, 

Pbihstia //(.ZZ of scorn. 

And Tyie ^Mtb Etbiop’s utmost ends, 

Lo this man theio was bom 

But twice that in aib( shall in om cat. 

Be said of Sion last. 

Tins and this man was bom in her, 

High God shall fi'^ hci fast 

The Loid shall wiite it in a scioll 
That ne’er shall be out worn, 

When He the nations doth enioll. 

That this man theie w is bom 

Both they who sing and they who da,|jj|fe, 
With sacicd songs ate tin n 
In thee/ic67& hiools, and ^oft sticam^ glance 
And all my fountain -i cleai 


PSALM LXXXYIII 

Loui) God, that dost me save and keep, 
All dsy to thee I cry , 

And all night long before thee weep, 
3efore thee pi osti ate he 

Into thy presence let my pray’r 
W^th sighs devout ascend. 

And to my cries, that ceaseless are. 
Thine ear with favour bend 

For eloy’d with woes and trouble stoi e 
Sui charged my soul doth lie. 

My life at death's unchcerful door 
Unto the grave draws nigh 
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HecLon’d I am with them that pass 
Down to the dismal pit 
I am a man, bnt we ik alas ^ 

And for that niunt nnht 

I lom life dischiigtd and parted quite 
Among iho dead to 
And like the ^lam ui l^oothf figlit 
That m the giavo lie dtrp 

Whom thou lomemberest no moic. 

Dost never more if gird. 

Them fiom thy hand dtlxvei d o ti 
DtaiK 8 hidtous lioitso hath him d 

Thou in the lowest \>\t pi of ouitd 
Hast set me all foi lo) n. 

Where thickest daikne^s hov^is ic nt 7, 

In hoirid deeps io inotiin 

Thy wrath, xoJiich no slicltcr aav^b. 
Full soro doth press on i le , 

Thou breal^t upon me all thy waves. 
And all thy wai c bieak me 

Thou dost my friends fiom me esti avgc, 
And mak’st mo odious. 

Me to them odious, foi they change, 

And I heie pent up thus 

Throb gh soriow and affliction great. 

Mine eye giows dun and dead, 

Dord, all the day I thee in treat. 

My hands to tlicc I •spread 

WiH thou do wonders on the dead ? 

bhall the deceased aiise. 

And praise thee /rom then loathsome hed 
W%th pale and hollow eyes ^ 

Shall they thy loving kindness tell 
On whom the grave hath hold f 
Or they who in. perdition dvjell. 

Thy faithfulness nafold 
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In clirkness can lliy mighty hand 
Oi wondrous acts be Lnown 
Thy ^uiticc in. the qloomij land 
Of (?a}7i/ oblivion 

But I to thee, 0 l-ioid, do ciy, 

EiP yet my hf* he spent, 

And lip to thee my ])i ly’i doth hu. 
Each morn, and thee pi event 

Why wilt thon Lord, iny soul foi^ahe. 
And hide thy f ice fiom me 
That am already biuiscd and shako 
With terror sent fi om thee ^ 

Biuised and afflicted, ind so low 
As ready to empire 
While I thy terrors undergo 
Astonish d with thine no 

Thy fiiice vv aih ovci me doth flow, 
Thy tine it nings cut mo thuaigh 
All diy they round about Me g >, 

Lil e waves they me puisuc 

Bovci and friend thou hast leniovcd, 
And sevci d fiom me f ii 
•[IIk y fly me now whom I have loved, 
And as in darkness are 


A PAEAPHEASE ON PSALM CXIV^ 

Will N the blest seed of Terah’s faithful son, 
After long toil their liberty had won, 

And past from Phaiian fields to Ca laan land, 
Led by the strength of the Almighty’s hand, 
Jehovah s wonders were in Israel shown, 

His pi aise and glory was m Israel known 
That saw the troubled sea, and shivering fled, 


1 This and tho following* Psalm aro tout The first he afterwards translated 
MLfton s earliest performances into Qroels;. 
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And souglit to liide Ins froth b<»c^^r1^d head 
Low in the eaith , Jordan’s clear •‘treams lecoil. 

As a faint host that had icccivcd the hal ^ 

The high, huge bellied mountains skip Jiko runs 
Amongst their ewes the little hills like lambs 
Why jkd the ocean ? And why skipt the moimtaius P 
Why turned Jordan towaid his ciystal louiilains P 
Shake, Earth, and at the presence be agli ist 
OF him that ever was and a^e shall last 
That glassy floods from lugged rocks can ciiish, 

And make soft nils from fl(ry flint stones gush 


PSALM CXXXVI 

LrT iis with a gladsome mind 
Praise the Lord, for he is kind. 

For his meieies aye enduie. 

Ever faithful, ever sure 

Let us blaze his name abroad. 

For of Gods he is the God 
For his, &c 

O let us his praises tell. 

Who doth the wiathful tyiants quell 
For his, &c 

Who with his miracles doth make 
Amazed heav’n and earth to shake 
For his, <lc 

Who by his wisdom did cieate 
The painted heavens so full of state 
For his, &c 

Who did the solid earth ordain 
To nse above the watery plain 
Foi his, 4 &C 


1 Pfifeat, 
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Who by his all commanding might 
Did fill the new made world with light 
For his, &c 

And caused the golden tressed sun 
All the day long his couise to run 
For his, &c 

The homed moon to shine by nignl 
Amongst hei spangled sisieis biK^ht 
For his, Sdc 

He with his tliundoi cl is ping hind 
Smote the first born of hgyjit land 
For Ins, &c 

And in despite of Phaiioh fell, 

He brought from ilieneo Ins I^i icl 
Jb or his, &c 

The luddy waves ho cleft m twam, 

Of the Fiyfchrman mam ^ 

For his, &c 

The floods stood still like walls of glassj 
While the Hebrew bands did pass 
For his, &c 

But full soon they did devour 
The tawny king with all his power 
For his, 

His chosen people he did bless 
In the wasteful wilderness 
For his, Ac 

111 bloody battle he brought down 
Kings of prowess and renown 
For his, Ac 

He foil’d bold Seon and his host, 

That lailed tiie Amorreau coast 
For his, &c 


Red St V 
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And 1 uge limL d Og kc did sabdue, 
Witli all Ins OTt,r liaidy cjv w 
For \uu, ilc 

And to Ills sci\an+ in icl 
lb gave tlicii land thciciu to dwell 
For Ins, 6o\. 

ilc h itli with a j>iteon3 cjo 
J3clicld us in our niisci^ 
d Ol 111 , <!cO 

And ficod us fioni the slave ly 
Of the im ading enemy 
For Ins, Ac 

All living cioatuies he eloth fc( d. 

And w itli full h ind Hux'>plies then need 
Foi Ins, Ac 

Fet us tlieiefoio waible foilh 
His mighty majesty anet woith 
For Ins, Ac 

''fhat his mansion hath on In oh 
Abo\e the icacli of moital eye 
Foi his mercies aye cnduio, 

Fvei fiithful, ever suie 


PSALM CTIT 

*l(Tpar{K OTC TTcitdcff, or ayXaa cf^vX JcrCj-i^ou 
AtyvTTTiou XiTTe drj/JLOVf aTrey^ea, fJapfjcipocjio^uot , 
A ?7 ti5t€ povpou erjv oartov y^vos vTcs lovba 
Ev Bebs Xao cri peya /cpetcov (JacrLXevci 
EtSe, /cat €VTp07ra3r]V <pvyob epf^corjere Cl }aoo i 
VivpaTt eiXvpevT) podtea, «5 lap ecrrvcpeXLX^^ 
Ipbs ^lopbavrjs ttotX apyupoeidea Trr/yrjp 
E« b opea (TKapCpotcriv crcipcirin kXovcovt > 

Kp G cr(pptyo(apr€> cz p ir^icpcj cp aX<j>rj 
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BaioT€pai b apa nacrai duaa‘Kiprr}(rap epnrvai, 

Ota Tvapai avpiyyi vno prjTepi Hpvfs 

Titttc orvy , mva OaXacraa, neXcop (l)vyab eppojrjcr'is 

KvpQTl flXvpePTJ po6lCO 71 b ap €ITTV(p€XL\BqS 

^Jpos lopbavT} TTOTL apyvpo€ib€a 'iTr)yijv 

Tittt t^p€a, (TKapSpoicTLV aTTeipicria KXnve^ade, 

Of Kptoi a(f)piyo(ovT€S £VTpa(p€pQ) eu aXanj 
Baiorepai rt b ap avacrKipTi]aaT cp nvai 

OJa Trapai crypiyyi (jiiXr) vtto pr)T€pt opus 
2€1€0 yaia rpeovcra Ofov /xeyaX’ €Krvneoi ra 
Taia, Beov Tp^iovcr' virarov ee^a? la-a’aActoao 
'^Of T€ KQL €K aiTlXabcOV TTOTapOlS ;(€€ poppl pOVTaSf 
hprjvtjvT* aeuaop mrprjs arru baKpvo€(rar}s 

I ib^oplnis ad legom quendam qul eum ignotum ct insontom intei ipos forte 
t ijituui inscius damnaverat rr}v *7ri Baparfu Tropevo/aej^os bsoc snbito 

O dva, ei oXiorrjs pe top twopov, ovbe riv’ ovbpuiu 
AiLVop oAcoff bpadaPTa, aocfxDTaTOP l(t$l Kaprjpop 
Prpbicos a(peXoLOf to 5* vcrrepou abOi porjaei^y 
MayfribitaS 6’ ap* eiT€iTa reop npos Ovpov obvpr]^ 

Tciopb' (K TToXioff TtepLcopvpop aXKap oXtcaas 

In Effiolti ojus Sculp^^oicm 

’Ajua^et y£ypu(pOai rrjpbe pep elKOPa 

^mrjs Tax avTO(f)V ‘=9 BXeTrcop 

Top b eKTVTTOdTOP oik emyvoPTeif <j)iXoL, 

TcXare cpavXov bva-piprjpa (<oypd(pov 
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Quorum plcrn'T[ue intra annum vtatia vlgesimum conscnpsii 

Hfc qiiT? sequuntiir Jt Autore iestimonia, tamotsi iiilclhgcLat 
noil tam dc so qiiim supia se esse dicta eo quod pi iclaio nu^into 
VIM, ncc noil amici ita feio solent laudare lit oniiii i sms poiuis 
Mitutibiis, qiiam voritati, congruentia nimis cujudt afTnigani, noliiit 
lamcu lioruni tgicgiim in se voluntatem non esse notim, cum alii 
pimsertim ut id f icei t magnopcie buadercnfc ])um eiiim lumno 
Ixudis invidum totis ab be vinbus ainolilui sibiquc quod pins 
ouquo est non attnbutum esse mavult, judicium intcum lion mum 
ooidatoium atque illustrium quin summo sibi lionon ducat, ncgiic, 
non potest 

JoimiQs Mtmsus ‘Marcliio \illen«tis IscapohUnus ad Joannem iiilto i un 

Antluui 

U r mens, forma, decor, facies, mos, si pietas sic 
Kon Ai gluSf veium heicle Anqelm jpse foics 

Ad Juinnom Miltonciu Anglum triphci pooacos launa coronandum C r ’ luui ina, 

I rttuu atqut Ilctrusca Epigramma Joinnis Salailll U< lu uu 

Clul Meles, tedat depressa Mmcius mna , 

Sebetus Tas um desinat usque loqui , 

At Tliamesis victor cunctis ferat altior iindas 
Nam per te, Milto, par tribus uuus eiit 

Ad Joannetn Miltonum 

Gkt’Cia Maoonidcm, jactet sibi Eo ua Maronon, 

Anglia Miltonum jactat ut ique jiaiem 

brn '"ci 
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Al Signor Gio Miltoni Nobile Inglcso 

ODE 

EiiriMi all* Etra o Clio 

Perclie di stelle intrecciero oorona 

Non piu del Biondo Dio 

L't Fronde etcrna in Piiido, e in Elicom, 

Diensi a merto maggioi, niaggiori i fregi, 

A’ celeste vntu cclcsti pregi 

Non pno del tempo edicc 
Eirnaner preda, eteino xlto valore 
Non pno r oblio rajiace 
Furar dalle memorie eccelso onoio, 
bu r arco di mia cetra iin dardo lorte 
Virtn. m’ adatti, e feriro la niorte 

Del Ocean piofondo 

Cinta dagli ampi gorgln Anglia lesiedo 

Sepaiata dal mondo, 

Pcro die il siio valoi 1’ umano eccedo 
Qutsta feconda &i prodnrie Eioi, 

Oil’ lianno a ragion del soviuman tra noi 

Alla viit-u sbandita 

Danno no i petti lor fido ncctto, 

Quella gh b sol gradita, 

Perclie in lei san trov ir gioia, e diletto , 
Bidillo tu, Giovanni, e mostra in tanto 
Con tna vera virtn, vero il mio Canto 

Liingi dal Pat no lido 

Spinse Zeusi V mdustre ardente biama , 

Cli’ udio d’ Helena il grido 

Con anrea tromba rimbombar la fama, 

E per poterla effigiare al paio 
Dalle piu belle Idee trasse il pin raro 

Cosi Tape ingegnosa 

Trae con industna il sno liquoi piegiato 

Dal giglio e dalla rosa, 
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E quanti vaghi fion omano il prato , 

Foimano iin dolce suon diverse choide, 

Fan vane voci luclodia Concorde 

T)i bella gloria amante 

Milton dal Ciel natio per vane parti 

Le peregime piante 

V olgesti a ricerear scicnze, cd arti , 

Del Gallo regnator vedesti i 3\cgui, 

E deir Italia ancor gl Eroi jau degmi 

Fabro quasi dmno 

Sol virtu rmtracciando il tuo ptnbiero 

Yido in ogni confine 

Chi di nobil valor calca il sentieio , 

L’ ottimo dal miglior dope sceglica 
Per fabbnear d’ ogni viitu V idea 

Quai ^1 nacquero in Flora 

0 in lei del parlar Tosco appiesci 1 arte, 

La cm memoria onoia 

Il mondo fatta cterna in dotte carte, 

Volesti iicercar per tuo te^oro 
E paiJasti con lor nell’ 02 ire loro 

Neir alteia Babello 

Per te il parlar confuse Giove in vano, 

Che per vane favclle 

Di se stessa trofeo cadde su 1 pi mo 

Ch Ode oltr all’ Angha il suo pin degno Idioma 

Sj^agna, Francia, Toscana, e Grecia, o Roma 

1 piu profondi arcani 

Ch’ occulta la natura e in cielo o in term 
Ch’ a Ingcgni sovrumani 
Tioppo avaro tal’ hor gli chiude e serra, 
Chiaraniente conosci, e giungi al fine 
Della moral virtude al gian confine 

Kon batta il Tempo 1’ ale, 

Fermisi immoto, e m un fermin si gl’ aiini, 

Che di virtu immortal© 
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Scon on di tro|)po ingitiiiosi a i danni, 

Che a* opre degne di Poema e storia 
Puron gia, Thai piesenti alia memoiia 

Dammi tua dolce Cetra 

Se vuoi ch’ lo dica del tuo dolce canto, 

Ch* inalzandoti all’ Ptra 

Di faiti liuomo celeste ottiene il vanto, 

II Tamigi il dll a die gl’ o concesso 
Per te suo cigno pareggiar Permesso 

To che in riva del Arno 

Ten to epiegar tuo meito alto, e precla^o 

So che fatico mdarno, 

P ad ammiiar, non a lodarlo imparo , 

Pieno dunque la lingua, e ascolto il coio 
Che ti piende a lodar con lo stupore 

Del Big Ai^TONIO ^JlA^CINJ, 

Genlilbuomo Fiorentmo 
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Jiucm ])atria, viitntibus eximio, 

A iRo qiii multa pcregiinatioiie btndio cuncia oibis terrainm loca 
pei spcxifc, nt noviisUlyssLS omnix ulaque ab omnibus appiphtndeH i 
Polyglotto in cipus oit lingu i ]am dcpcidilx sic rcvmscunt nt 
idiomata orania siut in ejns laudibiis iiif icuiid i , et jure ea percn lltt 
nt ad m not lout'" et plans>us i)02)ulormn ab pioprii sapientia excitatos 
intelhg it 

nil, cujus animi doles coipoiisqne beiisns ad 'idnnritioncm com 
movent, et per ipsini motuni cuiquo auftnmt, cnjus o])era ad 
jd lubus lioitantur, std venn state vocem laudatonbiis adimunt 
Cui in nitmoria totus oibis in intdlectu Raiaentia, m voluntate 
ardor glorix, in ore eloquentia, haimonicos coelestmm sphararnm 
^mitus astiononiia date audienti , charactcies mirabdinm nafna? 
pel quos Dei magnitudo de&cribitur magistra philobopliia legenti, 
uitiquii )tiim 1 itebras vetustatis excidia, eiuditionin ambages, tomite 
asbidua antoiiim lectionc, 

I xqiiirenti rcsimiranti pcicurreiiti 
At cur nitor in ai hium ^ 

nil in CUJUS virlutibus evulgandis ora Famae non snfBciant, neo 
bominum stupor in laudandis satis est, reveientioe et amons ergo 
hoc ejus mentis debitum adrnirationis tnbutum offert Carolus 
Dxtus, Patncius Plorentinus, 

Tanto homini servns, tantm virtutis amator 
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Tx’^dfm, clmie, tin milii peiVLiieio tibcllda, 

Pei tulit et voces niineia, cliarla tu is , 

Pcitulit, occidiii Dla i CVstieriJbis ab oi i 
Vergivium piono qua petit amue salum 
Miiltuin, cicde, jmat teiras aluisse remotas 
Pectus amans iiostii timque fidelo cap it 
Quodque milii lepidum tcllns loiiginqua od 1 in 
Debet, at unde brcvi icddeic ]ussa vclil 
Me tenet urbs reflua qiiam ’Ihamosis ab it ui di, 
Meque, nec invitnm, patiia ^lulcis habet 
Jam nec aiundifeium niilii cui i re\] (re C unnai, 
Nco dudum vetiti me Ixii^ ingil iiuor 
Nuda ncc aiva placent, umbiasque iicgantii molJes, 
Quam male Phoibicolis con\ eiiit ille locus ’ 

ITec dull libet usque minas perfeiie Magistri, 
Cmteiaque ingenio non subcunda nieo 
Si sit lioc exihurn pitiios adiibse penates, 

Lt vacuum cm is oiii giata sequi, 

Non ego vel profugi nomen sortemvo lecuso, 

Latus et c\ilii conditioiie iruor 
O utinam vates nnnquam giavioia talisset 
Ille Tomit mo flebilis exul igro , 

Non tunc lonio quicquam oessisset Homero, 

Neve foret victo laus tibi prima, Maro 
Tempora nam licet liic placidis daio libeia Mubis, 

Et totum rapiunt me, mea vita, libri 
Excipit bmc fessiim jinuosi pompa thcatii, 

Et vocat ad pi msus gairula set iia suos 
Sen catus auditur senior, seu prodigus bseres, 
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Sen proons, ant j>osita casside miles adest, 

Bive decennali foocundus lite patronns 
Detonat mculto barbara veiba foro , 

Sirpe vafer gnato snccurnl Bervus amanti, 

Et nasntn ngidi fall it ubiqne patns, 

SsBpe no /Ob lUio virgo mirato calorc^ 

Quid sit amor nescit, dum qnoquc ncscit, omat 
Sive rruv^ntaium funosa Tiagcodia sccptrum 
Quassat, ct ofFusis ciinibn^ oi \ rot at , 

Et dob t, et specto, it ci fe])cctaBse dolendo, 

Intel lum et laciymis diibis imatoi inest, 

Sen pnei infelix mdehbati leliquit 

Gaudii, et abrupto fiend us amore cadit. 

Sen ft ins o tcnebris iterat crirnmis ultoi 

Conscia funereo pectora tone movciis 
Sen mooict Pclopeia domiis sen nobilis Hi, 

Ant luit iiicostos aula Creontis avos 
Sod neque sub teoto semper nee in nibe latemns, 

Inita nec nobis tempoia \erib emit 
Nos quoqiie Incus liabet vicma consitus tilino, 

Atquo suburbani nobilis umbia loci 
S ppins luc, bland spirantia sxdei a flamrnas 
Virgineos videas pia^tciiisso choros 
All quotics diguni stupni mn aculx form'o, 

CJua. posbit scniuui vel icparaie Jovis ’ 

All quotics vidi sn 2 xrmtix lumini gcmmis, 

Atquo faces, quotqu volvit uterque polus, 

Collaque bis vi\i rcJoj)is quai biachia vmeant 
Quxque duit puro ncctaio tincta via , 

Etdecus eximium frontis, tuinulosque capillos, 

Aurea qu o f illax rctia tcndit Amor, 

Pellacesque genas, <id quis b) iciutliiiii soidet 
Piirpui i ct ipse tui floii Adorn, rubor ^ 

Cedite laudat o to ties Htroidcs ohm 

Et quaccunque vagum ccpit arnica Jovcm 
Cedite Ach cmenia. turnta fronte puell'u, 

Et quot Susa colunt Memnoniamquc Ninon , 

Vos etiani Danasp fa cos ^ublnlttlto Nymplim, 

Et vos 111 icve, KomulcToque nui*i s 
Ncc Pompeiauas Taipei a Musa columnaa 
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Jactet, et Au'joniis plena theatra stolis 
Gloria Virgmibiis debetur prima Bntannis, 

Extern sat tibi sit fceimna posse seqiii 
Tuque uibs Dardauiis, Londmurn, stracta colonis, 
Tmiigcrum late conspicienda caput 
Tu uimium ielix mtra tua moouia claudis 
Quicquid formosi pendulus orbis habet 
Non tibi tot coolo sointillant astra screno, 
Endymionc c turba ministra dc.i 
Quot tibi, conspicu o formaque auioque pucllcS 
Per medias radiint turba viderida mils 
Cicditur hue gemims venissc invccta columbis 
Alma pharetrigeio milite cincti Venus 
IIiuc Cnidon, et iiguas Smioentis flurniiu valh s, 
lluic Paplion, et roseam posthabituia Cypiou 
Ast ( go dum pueii sinit mdulgenlia ca)ti, 

JMu nia quam subito linqucie fiubta paro, 

Et -vitnc piocul malcfida mfamia Oiices 
Atria divini Molyos usus ope 
Stat quoque )uiicosab Cami remeaie p dudes 
Atque itoium rancx murmur adiic Soholn 
liitcrca fidi i^arvum cxjie rauiius amici 
Piucaque in alternos verba coicta inodos 


ELEG II Anno ^iatis 17 
dihTing Milton* s first stay at Camhiidqi ; 

IN OBITUM PB^CONIS ACADEMICI CANl XBIUGIL^Si& 
1626 

Tr qui conspicuus baculo fulgentc solcbas 
P dladium to ties ore ciere gregem 
111 Lima pimconum prmconem te quoque smva 
iilois rajut, olficio nec tavet ipsa suo 
U indidiora licet fueiiiit tibi tenipoi i plumia 
bub quibu3 acupimus dcUtuisse 
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O dignus latnen Hooinonlo juvenf scere f^ucco, 
Dignus la JEsoiiios viverc posse <ln ^ 

Diguus (|t ein ‘^t>gns medica if voi ih ^ ab undis 
Art( Coiomdts, sape lOgniitL di i 
Til Si ]ashu 01 IS acies at cm ioi^ it is, 

1st Cflt .1 i Plitxbo imiiUas ii luo 
Tolls in 111 ic 1 stabst Cyllenius i il i 
Alipcs I tlicica mifesns ab aicc 1* tins 
Tolls ct Fiuybates ante ora iurcntis Aobillci 
EeiLulit AtriJje jnssa severa duci-^ 

Magn 1 fat pul( Inornm rtgina saitllt \\tini, 

SsL't i nimis IMusis, Palladi ban a minis, 

Qnin illos i ij)i Is qni pondns imitile tcir i 
linbi quul( ni est lelis isii petcnd i tius 
\t libusbuiH jgiini pnlhs ^cadcim i hi^t 
1 t made lut lirliiymis nigi x fticli i fi is 
li^undd tt ips i modos qnciebunda J ]( ^t la 1 ibtts, 
Feisoiiet ct totis i aim muc da. Bcliolis 
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MtisTLscram ci t icitns nullo coi iit infc i deb un, 

JI X u baiittpit uurno tiih*n jdm i into 
PiotiiiTis n subiit iuiHstc tl idis mi o 
I tcit in An^li ICO qii un 1 ilium i olo 
Diim piuceium iiigu ss I csl j^dendenit mai moic tnrit s 
Dll a sc 2 )uldii ill mois nniiitnda iaec 
Pulsavitquc auio gia\idob ct j ispidc mnios 
Nec inctiut ^ itiaj^um bterneie f ilcc gn gc 
Tunc memini cliiiquo ducis, fiatnsqut \eic idi 
I itemjiestivis os'-a creniata logis 
Et memim Heroum qtios viclit ad a llteia laptos 
Flevit ct amissos Belgia tota duces 
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t te "pi oocij)ue luxi, dignissime Pi 3Bsu1, 
Wintoiiia>qiie olim gloiia magna tueo , 

Deliciii littvi, et tiisli bic oie queiebar 
“ Mois fera, Taitiieo diva sccundi Jovi, 
Nonne satis quod sylva tuas pci&eiitiat iiaa, 

Et quod 111 beibo^os jus tibi d( tiir agros, 
Quodquo afilita tiio lu iicesc nit Idia tabo, 

Et crocus, ct pulcln Oypridi Bicia losa, 
Nec sinis, ut sernpci fluMo coiitcimina qnciuua 
Miietui lapsus pra teieuiilis aquai 
Et tibi succumbil, Ijqiiido qujo 2 )birim i ccclo 
Evehitui jienniM qnamlibt i angui ivis, 

Et qua) mille cii int iiiiui ilia byl\ is 

Et quot aluiit mutum Piofccos antra jx ^us 
In Vida, tanta tibi cum sit coiiC( ss i pot( st is, 
Quid }uvat humana tmgeic c td man us 
!Nobilequc in pectus certas acnisse s igitt is 
Sernideamque amniam sede fngissc sni?'^ 
Talia dum 1 uiyni in i lito sub pcc toi c \ ol 70, 
jto 4Cidus occiduis Tics]! lus r \it Kjnis, 

Et Tartcssiac o subinei ci it i pioi ouii iiii 
Phoobu's, ab boo littoii niensu ilci 
E" c moi 1, nieinbi i cavo posui ieiO\cndi rubilif 
Condideiant oculos noxque sojioiqiu mcos , 
Cum inihi visus ciam lato s]) iliain i ) 
lien ’ nc quit ingcnium visa icfciic mcuui 
Illie punicca ridiabant omnia liico, 

(Jt matutino cum luga sole lubcnt 
Ac veluti cum p indit opes Tbiumantia pioles, 
Vestitu nituit multicolorc solum 
Eon dea tarn varus ornavit floribus hortos 
Alcinoi, Zephyio Chlons amata leva 
Flumina vernantes lambunt argentea cani]70S, 
Ditior Hespeno flavet arena Tago 
Scipit odoriferas per opes levis aura Favoni, 
Aura Bub innumcns liumida nata rosis 
Tabs in extremis teiiae Gangetidis ons 
Eucifeii regiB fingxtni esse domus 
Ipse racemifcris dum densi vilib is unil 
Et peliucentes luiioi t'biquo lo^o'^, 
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Ecce Tnihi subito Preoaul 'Wintoniiis astat, 

Sidercum nitido fiilsit m ore jabar , 

"V estis ad auratos defluxit Candida talos, 

Inful i divinnm cmxerat alba caput 
Daiiique aicx tab incedit \enciaiidns annetn, 

Ii trcniuit laBto floica ieiia f ono 
Agmini genimati'=^ plindunt ca’estia pennm, 

Pm a tuuiuphxli personat \tliia tuba 
Qiiisque novum amplexn comitcnv cuitiiqnc s ilutat, 
ITosque aliqms ]>]ioido miMt ab oic ^oiiob 
‘ N lie \eni, ct p \iiii lch\ c i]»c "au li i icgui, 

^impci abhmc duio, iiatc liboie vaca ” 

I)j vit, ct aiigci p tct'genjiit nabJia tmm n , 

\t mihi cum tciicbiis aiiic i pulsa quics 
Fltliam tmbitos Oeplialtia pcllicc Bonn ob 
T all i contingant somnia s'epc milii 
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Ad Thoni'tia Junium pi'n contoicm suum apud meicatorts Aii^,hcos Hambut^ao 
ngfcntcs 1 ttstoiis miuicro fuji^jOntwri 


C( TRE per immeiisiim subiio, mea hten, pontum 
I, pete Tcutonicoa Iccve pci mquor igi 
Segnes nimpe moras, ct nil, prccor, obstit ennti, 
Et fcstinaiitis ml remorctm itcr 
Ipse ego Sicamo fraenanteni carcete ventos 
JEolon et vindes soillicitabo Deos, 
Caarnleamque suis comitatam Dorida Nympbis, 
Ut tibi dent placidam per sua regna viam 
At tu, si potens, ccleres tibi snmeju gales, 

Vecta quibns Colcbis fugit ab ore viri , 

Aut qneis Triptolemns Scytbicas devenit in oias, 
Gratas Elensina missus ab mbe puer 
Atqne nbi Germanas flavere videbis arenas 
Ditis ad Hambnrgae moenia flecte giadiiin, 
Dicitur occiso quae ducere nomen ab Hama, 
Cxmbnca qtiem feriur clava dcdisso ncci 
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Vivit ibi antiquse claius pietatis honore 
Pr<psul, Clnifeticolas pascere doctus oves , 

Ille qnidem est amnue j)lu 8 quam pars alteii nostne 
Dimidio \itib viveie cogor ego 
II 01 milii quot peligi qiiot montcc inteijecti, 

M< i 1(1 ant ilia paitc < aieie niei ^ 

Cdiaiior ille mihi, quam in, doctissime Gramm, 
Cliiuadi piompos qvii Idimonis ciat 
Quarnqm- St igynte^ geneioso magnus lUnnno, 

Qiiciu Lybico (^hionis alma Jovi 

Qiiabs Am) ntoiicb s, qii ilis Piiilyrtius heios 
MyiiniJoimm itgi tali^ ot ilk mihi 
Piimiis (go Aomos illo piatinito ictes'^us 
Ijiistribam (t bituli sacia viiot i jus^i 
Pu iiosqiic li 111 SI laticcs C lioqiu i i\ciit(', 

C ist iho bp 11 si I it i til oi 1 muo 
FI Luimciis it signiim tii ml i it anttis yFthon 
Jndiixiiqui xin o 1 me i ti'ig i no\ o 
Bisque no\o ton im spaisisti, Chloii, scnilem 
Gi LiiuiK bisqni tn is abstulit Anslci o2)es 
iNctdum ( )Ub lien t miUi lumiii i p is(.cic \iiltii 
Aiit liiigu b dukes line bibis^e sono 
V idb igitui onisuqut Durum pr r\citc uonoium 
Qu uu sit ojms monitis, les docct ipsT xidcs 
Iiivcnies dulci cum coujugt loitc bcdciitem, 

Mukcnti'iii giemio pigiioi i tliaia siio 
Forsikiii aiit \ctiium pi Uiigi volnmiua jiatinm 
Veis inttin lut \ < ii bibli i ic i i Du 
Ccdestixe anini is satui iiiteiu loic tuicll , 

(ti Hide silutiki i icligionis opus 
ITtqne solet, multam sit diuie cura sikife ii 
i)i< eie quam dccuit si niodo idcssct Luum 
H ec qnoquf paulum oculos m Immum dcfi^i mode to« 
Veiba ^elecu^ld(> sis mem a on loqiii 
II PC tibi, SI tenons xacat intei jnxlia Musu, 

Mittit ab Angliico littoic fida m iniis 
Accipe sincei ini, quam\is sit sera, saliilun, 

Fiat et hoc ipso gratioi ilia tibi 
Beia qiiiduii, sed \ei i fuit, quam cista i cejnt 
leans a knto Puielopeia viro 
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Ast t?po quid volui mamfesiura tolleio crimen 
Ipse quod ex omin paito levare iieqiiit? 
Arquitnr taidus mciito, noxamque fitciur, 

> t piidet ofKcium dcseruisbc suiim 
I n niodo da %criiam fabso, vcmamquo loqanti, 

C 1 1 mi n 1 diminui , qu u paiuei e scd cut 
[Non fcius in pavidos rictus diducit L iiiUst 
Vulnihco pronos iiec lapit ungue Ico 
S c2:)e saiissifcri ciudclia pcctoia Tin icit) 

Supplicis ad inoLslas ddicuuo pieces 
F\t(iisLquc maims avcitunt fulminis ictus 
Placat ct 11 os liosti i pare a Deos 
J imqiie dm scupsisse tibi fuit impetus illi 
Nevt nioias ultia duceic pissus vVinoi 
Nam \ iga Fama lefut, lieu iiunti i \ei i in tloium 
In iibi finitimis liellx tunic le loci , 

Icque tu imque uib( in tiuculcnto mihi( ( iu< i 
I’t j im Saxonicos aima p u isst duets 
le ciieum 1 ite c iinpos pojml itui 1 n}0 
Ft sita c line -viium jam ciuoi an i ng'at 
Germ Liiisque sunm eonce^sit Tin ui i IM iitc m, 
Hint Odr}sios Mais pitci egit oquos 
Pcipetuocpic com ins ] im delloieseit oliv i 
Fugit ct trison ini ])i\ i pciosa tub m 
1 ugit 10 ten IS ct j im icon ultima vii o 
( leditur ad suiii i is justa \ul isse dornos 
'J t t imcn inteici Ixlli cjk unison it lioiioi 
A ivis ct 11 nolo solus inopsque solo 

I t till! cpi im p itiii non cxlnbiiirt i)cu itcs 
Side p^ugiini quins c^ciius opcm 

lull i dnia paieiis ct sums s cvior albis 
Spumex qu t puls it liltoiis iinda tm, 

Si( tiiie te decet mnotiious cvpouerc Icxtus 
Sicciiit in c^wtcrnim fciiti cogis liumiim 
Ft siuis ut terns qu ii int iliinciita icrnotis 
Quos tibi xirOvpieitiis misciat ipse Dtus 

I I qiii 1 Bta ftiuiit de ccelo rmntia, quicpie 
Qua. Ml post cuicieb ducat ad asti i, docent? 

Di^nia quidim Stygiis qua Mvasiilausa 1/ iiebris, 
dAeiniquc aumido digna penrt fame I 
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HT,Tid aliter vates tent© Thes'bitidis olim 
Picssit inassueto devia tesqaa pede, 
Dcsertasqne Aiabum salebras dam legis Achabi 
liiHiigit, atqiie tuas, Sidoni diia, manus 
Tabs et boni&ono lacor itus membia fl igello, 
Pauluo ab Mm itbii pellitur uibc Cilix 
Pibcosneque ipsain Gcrgcssa) civib lebum 
Pimbus ingiatus jussit abiio ms 
At tn sumo aminos ncc sj^es cidat anxia c iiis, 
Nor tua coiicntiit docoloi os a rnctiis 
Sis ftcnim qu imvis fulgtntibus u])biius armis, 
Tnloiitontque tibi mdli i tcl i iicoom, 

At niillis vel ineime ] itus violibitur aimis, 

Deque tiio cuspis nulla cruoic bibet 
“NT imque eiis ip&o Dei ladianto sub a.gido tut is, 
llle tibi cubtos, et pugil illo tibi , 

Tile &ion£o«30 qui tot sub ma3nibus aic s 
Assyiios fudit liocte silente mu b , 

InquG fugam vox lit quos iii Saiiaiitadas oias 
Misit ab autiquis jiii&ca D iin ibcus egris, 
Terruit et donsas pavido cum icgo colioitcs. 

Acre dum vacuo buccina clai i sonat, 

Coiiica iiuhcreuiii dum \oibei it uiigula campiim, 
Ouiius iienosam dum quatit actus liumum, 
Audituique hiiimtub equoium ad bclla rucntum, 
Dt sticiutus feiii, muiiiiuiaque alta -viiuin 
Ft tu (quod supeiobt miseiis) fepoiare memento, 
Ijt tua magnammo jiectoie vmce mala, 

Ncc dubitcs quandoquc frui niolioribus annis, 
Atque itoium patiios iios^c \ideie laies 
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IV ADVIJvTUM VET IS 

Iv se perpetuo Tern pus rovolubile gyio 

Jam revocat Zej>hjxos, veie tepente, novos, 
Iiiduiturquo bievem Tellits rejiarata juventam, 
Jamque soluta goln dulco viresoxt humus 
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Pallor? an et nobis leJcnnt in carmina vjres, 
Ingenmmque milu ip.iiiieie veris acLst ^ 

Mnnere veris adest, iterumqno vigescit ab illo, 

(Quis putot P) atqiie aliqnod jam sibi poscit opiia 
Castalis ante oculos bifidumque cacumen obcirat, 

Et mihi P^renen somnia nocte feiunt, 

Conciiaque aicaiio fervent mibi pcctori nioLn, 

Et fui or, ct soniius me sacci mtus agit 
Delius ipse veiiit, video Pencidc lauro 
Iriiplicitos crincs, Ddms ipso vemt 
Jam milii mens liquid 1 1 iptaturin ardin, ccjdi, 
Pcique Vcigas nxiLcs coiiioic libei oo , 

Pel quo umbras, peique anti a fcioi 2'>cncii ib i ^ lium, 
Et niihi fana jiatcnt mteiioia Dcum, 

Intmtuique animus loto quid agitui Oi^iiii o, 

Nee fugiunt oculos Taitai i ca^ca meos 
Quid tan giande soiiat distento siuiitus oio® 

Quid 2>aiit bae n]>i< s, quid sacci ibt< fiuoi ? 

Vei milii, quod dcdit lugeniuni, cant'ibiiui illo, 
Piofueimt isto icddit i dona modo 
Jam, Philomela, tnos, folus adoxieita iiovollis, 
Instituis modulos dum silct omno neinus 
III be ego, tu sylva siinul inq*piamus utriqne, 

Et simul ad veil turn vciis uterque can it 
Veils lo redicie vices, cclcbremus lionorcs 
Veils, et hoc sulieai Musa jiciennis of us 
J im sol ^tlnoioas fiigicns Tiihoniaque aiva. 

Fled it id Arctoas auic^ loia plagxs 
Fsl bieve noctis iter, brevis est moia noctis 
Iloinda cum tenebris exulat ilia suis 
J inique Lycaonius plaustrum couleste Boo-tes 
Non longa sequitur fessus ut ante via, 

Nunc etiam solitas ciicum Jovis atria toto 
Excubias agitant sidera rara polo 
Nam dolus, et csedes, et vis cum nocte lecessit 
Neve Giganteum Du timuere scelus 
Porte aliqms scojmli lecubans in vcrtico pastor, 
Roscida cum piimo sole rubescit humus, 

Hoc ait, bao coito caruisti nocte p lelia, 

Phoebe, tua, celeres que© letinerec equos 
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LjBta sxias repetit selvas, phareiramque resumit 
Cyntliia, lucifens iit videt alia rotas , 

Ft tenues ponens* ladios, gauderc videtur 
Officium fieii tarn breve fiatiis ope 
Disere, Phoebus ait, thalamos, Am ora pcuiks, 

Quid juvat efFoeto piocubui‘>se tore ^ 

Te manet bolides Miidi venatoi lu lieiba 
Surge, tuos ignes altus Hymettus hxbt t 
Flava \erecando dea erimen lu oie fitetui, 

Et raata^mos oems urget cqiios 
Exult invisam Tcllus iedi\i\a senertam, 

Et cupit amplcxiis J^lioubc, subiie iaos, 

Et cupit, et digna est Quid eiurn foimosius ilia, 
Pandit ut omnifdos luxuiiosi siiiub, 

Atque Aiabum spii it messes- ct ib oir^ lenusio 
Mitia cum Papliiis tundit amo losis? 

Ijcce coionatui sacio fions ardui luco, 

Ciugit ut Idseim pima tuiiis Opirn , 

Et vsijo madidos ini( \it flore capillos, 

Floiib IS (t \isa est posse daceie suis 
Iloiibus eflusos ut (latrtdimita capillos 
T inaiio placiut di\a Sicana Deo 
Aspice, Phoebe tiU ficiles hoitantur amoies 
Mellitisqiic movent flamina vcina pieces 
Cmnamci Zepliyius leve plaudit odoufer ala, 
BKnditiasquc tibi ferre videntui xves 
Ktc sine dote tnos tumciaiia qu iiit amorcs 
d’eii i ncc optatos poscit egcii i toros 
Alma silutifcium inedicos tibi griineu in usus 
Pr ebet, et Iniio liinlos adjm it qisa tnos 
Quod SI te pictium si te fiilgcntii tangunt 
Miinei 1, (mniieiibus saepc coempfus imoi) 

Till tibi ostcntit quascunqiie sub t^quoie vasto, 

Et bupeiiiqectis inontibus abdit opes 
Ah quotios turn tu clivoso fessns Ol^mpo 
In vcspertinas pi tdpitaiis aqiiis 
Cur te, inquit cuisn languenteni, Phabe, duirno 
ITtspeuis rccipit cmiuK matci nquisP 
Quid tibi cum Tcthy P Quid cum Tartcsside lymph i ^ 
Dia quid immuudo perlui? ora salo? 
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Frigoia, PhoBbe, mea melius caplubito lu umbra. 

Hue ades, ardentes imbue rore com is 
Mollior egelida veniit tibi somn is iii hciba. 

Hue ades et gremio lumiiia poiu ii eo 
Quaque s, tircum niulccbit lene susurraiia 
Auia me luimentts corpora fum losas 
ISTic me (cicde mihi) teirent Scmficia fata, 

'NiC J*li letoiiteo fiimidufe axis equo, 

Cnm ta Phoebe, tuo sapieiitius uteiis igni 
Hue ades, et giemio lumini x^iic mco 
Sk Tcllus lasciv i stios suspiral amoits, 

M itris m exernplum cmteri tuibi ruunt 
]Nunc eteniin toto uurit vagus oibe Cnpido, 

1 angueutesque iovet soli ab ignc 1 ices 
Id onuere doms Ictbihi cornua neiM 
iii^+c micant ftrro tol i coiusr i no\o 
J unqu icl DiMct nil tent it tiqiei isse Hiinam, 

Quxquc sedet sacio A csia imdici loco 
Tpsa senescentem ic]>arat A^enus nun i forrnam, 

Atquc iterum tepido ( icditur oiti man 
Muirnoreas jinencs cl im lut IFyniena o pci uibes, 

Littus 10 H^nnen, ct cava saxa sonant 
Cultior ille venit, tuiiicaque decentior apta, 

Pnniceuin redolet \c&tis odora ciocum 
3 giccliturquo frequens ad araoeni gaiidia vciis, 

A^irgineos auro cincta puella sinus 
Yotum <3st cuique suiini, votum cst tamcn. omnibus uniim, 
Tjt sibi, c^uem cuiiiat, dot Cythciea viium 
Nunc quoqiie septena modulatur arundiiie pastor, 

Et su i, quse jung it, caimina Phyllis habet 
N i\ ita nocturno placat sua sidera cantu, 

Dclphinasque leves ad vada summa vocat 
Jupiter ipse alto cum coujuge ludit Olympo, 

Convocat et famulos ad sua festa Deos 
Nunc etiam Satyri cum seia crepuscula surgunt, 
Pervolitant celeii floiea rura choro 
Sylvanusque sua cyparissi fronde revinctus, 

Semicaperque Deus, semideusquc caxici 
Quaeque sub arbonbus Dryad es latuerc vetustis. 

Pci juga, per solos expatiantur agros 
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Per sata luxunat fruticetaqne Mcenalius Pan, 

Vix Cybele mater, vix sibx tiita Ceres, 

^tque aliquam cupidus prjodatur Orcada Fannns, 
Consulit in trepidos dum sibi nymplia pedes , 
Jamqne latet, latitansque cupit malt tecta videri, 
Et fugit, et fugiens pervelit ipsa capi 
Dll quoqiie non dubitant coelo pracponcre syhas, 
Et sud quisque sibi immina Incus liiliet 
Et him quisque dm sibi nuniina lucus li ibcto, 

Neo VOS aiborea du precor ite donio 
^l( referant misoiis te, Jupiter, aurea teiiis 
feoscla quid ad nimbos aspera tela redis r 
j’u saltern lente lapidos age, Phoebe, ]iigalcs, 

Qua poles, et soubim temper x veris eaiil 
piuriiaque productas taide fciat luspida iioctes, 
Iiigiuat et nostio serioi uiubia polo 


ELEG VI 

Ad Cahoiijm Diodatum kliu commobantem, 

Qm cum Idibus Decemh scni)si!ssct ct sm cainuna cvlusui postulassct si solito 
mums cs'Hont bona quod intci liutitii^ qnibus ciat \1) \iuicia oxceptus baud sat s 
f boom operam Musis daic sc pt sse affirm bx^ hoc Uabuit iGSX>onsum 

Mitto tibi sanam nonpleno ventie salutem, 

Qua tu distento foite caiero potes 
At tu i quid nostrum piolectat Musa cimoenam, 

Nee sunt optatas posse sequi tenebias ? 

Carmine sciio vclis quam te redamemque colatnque, 

Credt mihi vix lioo carmine sciro queas 
Nam neque nostei amoi modulis mcluditur aictis, 

Nec \enit ad claudos integei ipse pedes 
Quam bene solennes epulas, hdaremque Decembrei?^ 
Feslaque coelifugam quae ooluere Deum, 

Deliciasque refeis, hibeini gaudia runs, 

Haustaque per lepidos Gallica musta focos ’ 
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Quid quereiis refugam vino dapibusque poosiii ? 

Caimen amat Bacchum caimina B ivohus amat 
Nec pudmt Phcebum vindos g^stasse roiyiubos, 
Atque liedeiam lauio prppofems'^e Biincj 
Saepius Aonus clamavit coJlibus Eua 3 
Mista Tliyoueo tmbi» noveua clioio 
Naso CorallBis mila cainima niisit ab 
Non illic epiilTD, non sat i vitis erat 
Quid nisi \ma, lo^isque, laumifciumquv. liy c.uni, 
Cantavit bic\ibus 1 cia Mnsi modisi^ 

Pindaric osqiic mil it inimcios Ttum^sins Jin ni, 

Pt icdolet sum2)tuni pagiiia qu juquo lueiutu , 

Dum giavis eveiso c niius CK 2^ miaiiT , 

Et volat Eko pulveie fuscu cqucs 
Qu idiimoque madciis Lynccii Pom iiiu i T irclio, 
Dulce canit Glyoeian, fJavicomamqno C'blocii 
Jam quoqno laiiti li]>i qeiioioso men > 2)ai itu 
Mentis alit \ircs, mgemnniquc to^ct 
Missica foccimd iin desjmm iiit pooiil i \ cram, 
Fundis et cx ipso condita moti i cado 
Addimus ins aites, fusumque i^ci intim i Plmbi-'m 
Corda, f i\ ent mil Baccliii'^’ A2")ollo (kie.h 
Scilicet hand miruni, tarn dulcia c nmma pci to, 
Nnmmo composite, ''ics ])02)ci]ssc. Dcos 
Nunc quoqi o Ihressa tibi eal ito b irbitos anro 
insonat argiita molbttr icti manu 
Aaditnrquc chelys bus 23 cii i ti2ietia ciioiim, 
Virgmeos trtmula qua. regat arte x)cdts 
Ilia tnas saltern teneant sjicctacula IMusas 
Et rev icent, quantum crapula pcllit mcib 
Orede mihi, dum j^sallit ebm, comitataque jlcctiam 
Implet odoraios festa choica tliolos, 

Percipies taciturn pei pectora seri^ere Phcebum, 
Quale repen tinus pei meat ossa c*^lor, 

Peique puellarcs oculos, digitumque sonauiem, 
Irruet in totos lapsa Thalia sinus 
Namque Elegia levis multorum cura Deorum cst, 

Et vocat ad numeros quemlibet ille suos , 

Liber adest elegis, Eratoque, Ceresque, Venu^que, 
Et cum purpurea matre tenellus Amor 
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Talibus inde licent convivia larga poetis, 

Saepms et veteri commaduisse mero 
At qui bella refert, et adulto sub Jove coetuni, 
Heroasque pios semideosqiie duces, 

Et nunc sancta canit supcruni consulta deoiuni, 

Nnnc latrata fero regna profunda cane, 
llle quidem parce, Samii pio moie magistrj, 

Vivat, et mnocuos piaebeat herba cibos 
Stct prope fagmeo pelliicida lympb i c i 4 :illo 
bobnaque e pnio pocula fonte bib it 
AdJitni bnic sccleiisque vacans ct cnsta jmentns 
Et iigidi moics ot blue 1 ibe m uiu^ 

Qii ilib veste nitens sacia, et lustialibus imdib, 

Snigia ad inftnsos augur ituie Deos 
Hoc iitu viYibse fcriint post lapta sagajccni 
Lamina Til esian, Ogygiumque Linon 
Et laie devoto profugum Oalchanta, scncinque* 
Orpheon, cdomitis sola per anti a ftiis , 
bic dapis exiguus, sic rivi potor 1100101113 
Dulicbium vexit per freta longa viiiim, 

Et per monstnficairi Poi seise Plioobados aulam, 

Et vada foemmeis insidiosi bonis 
Perque tuas, lex ime, domos ubi singiimc mgro 
Dicitur unibiamin dttinui*?se greges 
Dlls eteniin sacer est vates divumque sacoidos, 
bpirat et occnltum pectus et 01 a Jovem 
At tu siquid agam scitabeie (si modo saltern 
Esse putas tauti noscoie siquid ngam) 

Paciferum canimus coelesti semiire legeni, 

Faustaque sacratis scecula pacta libns , 

Vagitumque Dei, et stabulantem paupeie tect 
Qm buprema suo cuir patre regna colit , 
Stelliparnmque polum, modulantesque cetberc tuimas, 
Et subito elisos ad sua fana Decs 
Dona quidem dedimub Christi natalibus ilia, 

Ilia sub auroram lux mihi prima tulit 
Te quoque pressa manent patms meditata cicutis , 

Tu mihi, cm recitem, judicis instar eris 
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ELEG VII Anno 10 
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Kondum, blanda, tnas leges, Amathusia, noiam, 

Et Paphio vacuum pectus ab igne fuit 
S83pe cupidineas, puenlia tela, eagittas, 

Atque tuum sprevi, maxime, numeu. Amor 
Tu, puer, imbelles, dixi, transfige columbas, 
Oonveniunt tenero molha bella duci 
Aut do passeribus timidos age, parve, triumphos, 

Ha3C sunt militise digna tropb-^^a tuae 
In genus humanum quid mania dingis aima ? 

bTon valet in fortes ista pbaretra viros 
Non tubt hoc Cypnus, neque enim Dens ullus ad ii is 
Promptior, et duplici jam ferns igne caitt 
Vei erat, t.t summee radians per culmina villaa 
Attulerat pnraam lux tibi, Maie, diem 
At mihi adbuc refugam quaerebant lumina nooteni 
Nec matutinum sustmuere jubar 
Astat Amor lecto, pictis Amor impiger alis , 

Prodidit astantem mota pbaretra Deum 
Prodidit et facies, et dulce mmantis ocelli, 

Et qmcquid puero dignum et Amore fiiit 
Tabs m astern o juvenis Sigeius Olympo 
Miscet amaton pocula plena Jovi , 

Aut, qui formosas pellexit ad oscula nympbas, 
Tbiodamantaeua Naide raptus Hvlas 
Addideratque iras, sed et has decuisse putares, 
Addideratque truces, nec sine felle, minas 
Et miser exemplo sapuisses tutius, inquit 
Nunc mea quid possit dextera, testis eris 
Inter et expertos vires numerabere nostras, 

Et faciana vero per tua damna fidem 
Ipse ego, SI nescis, strato Pythone superbum 
Edomui Pboebum, cessit et ille mibi , 

Et quoties memmit Peneidos, ipse fatetur 
Certius et gravius tela nooere mea 
Me nequit adductum ourvare pentius arcum, 

Qui post terga solet vmoere, Partbus eques i 



m 


ELEGIARUM LIBEM 


Cjdoniusque mihi cedxt venator, et ille 
Iiiscius iixori qui necis autlior ©rat 
Est etiam nobis ingons quoqne victus Orion^ 
Herouleseque manns, Herculeusque comes 
Jupiter ipse licet sua fulmina torqueat in me, 
Haorebunt lateri sinciila nostra Joviff 
Cscteia, quai dubitas, melms mea tela dooebuni, 

Et tua non leviter corda petenda mihi 
Nec te, stulte, tuae poterunt defender© Miiso^, 

Nec tibi Phoebseus pornget anguis opem 
Dixit, et aurato qu itiens mucrone sagittam, 

Evolat in tepidos Ojpndos ille sinus 
At milii risuro tonuit feius ore ininaci, 

Et mihi do puero non metus nllua eiat 
Et modo qua i ostri spatiantur ii uibe Qniiites, 

Et modo villanim pioxima i*wra plicont 
Tuiba frequens, facicque simillima tuxba dearum, 
S]il( ndida per medias itqne reditquo vias , 
Auotaque luce dies gemino fiilgore coruscat 

Pallor P An et radios hinc quoqne Phoebus liabct P 
Haao ego non fugi spectacula grata severus, 

Impetus et quo me feit pivenilis, agor 
Lumina luminibus male providus obvia misl, 

IN'eve oculos potui continuisse meos 
Unam foitc aliis supereminuisse notabam, 
Piincipium nostri lux erat ilia mail 
Sic Yonus optaret mortalibus ipsa videri. 

Sic rtgina Deum conspioienda fuit 
Hanc memor objeoit nobis malus ille Cupido, 

Solus et hos nobis texuit ante doles 
Nec xDiooul ipse vafer latuit, multaequ© sagittse, 

Et facis a tergo grande pependit onus 
Nec mora nunc cilus hsesit, nunc virgmis on, 

Insilit hinc lalais, insidet ind© gems 
Et quascunque agilis partes laonlator oberrat, 

Hei mihi, paille looia pectus inerm© font 
Protmus insolita subierunt oorda furores, 

Uror amans intus, flammaque totus ©ram 
Interea misero quae jam mihi sola placebat, 

Ablata est oouha non reditura meis^ 
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Aet ego progredior tacite qttercbundf^s, ei excors 
Et dqbius volui refen e pedem 

Fmdor, et bjBo remanet sequittir pars alteia vottiin, 
Raptaqae tam subito gaudin lleic juvat 
Sic dolet nrrijssum proles Junoma coelum, 

Inter liemniacos pia>cipitata locos 
Tabs et abrcx'>tuiii solem respcxit, ad Oicum 
Vtctus ab attonitxs Ampbiarans eqms 
Qmd faciam infelix, et luotu victns? Amoies 
Nec liot>t luoeptos pouere, neve sequi 
O ntmam, spectare semel mihi detiir rmatos 
Vnltus, et coram tiistia x eiba loqui 1 
Foi sitan duro non est adamante creata, 

I oito nee ad nostias surdoat ilia preces ’ 

Cl ode mibi, nullns sic lalclicitei aiMt, 

Ponai in exemplo primus et unus ego 
Paice picGor, teiicii cum sis Ptus ales anions, 
Piignent officio neo tua facta tuo 
Jam tuns O ceite est mihi formidabilis arcu'* 

Nate dca, jacubs nee minus igiie iiotciis 
Et tua fumabunt nostris altaria doms, 

So''us et lu superis tu milu sunimus ens 
Dome meos tandem, verum neo deme, furores, 

Nescio cur, miser est suaviter omnis ninans 
Tu modo da facilis, iiostliaec mea sic^ua future est, 
Cuspis amaturos bgat ut una duos 

IIjEC ego, monte obm laeva, etudioque suxiino, 
Nequmae posui van a trox^baaa meco 
Scilicet ab eptum sic me malug impulit erior, 
Indocilisque a3tas prava magistra fuit 
Eoneo Socraticos umbiosa Academia rivos 
Praebuit, admissum dedocuitque jugum 
Protmus, extinctis ex lUo tempore flamrais, 

Cincta rigent multo pectora nostra gel a 
Unde sms frigus metnit puer xpse sagittis, 

Et Diomedeam vira timet ipsa Venus 
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m PRODITIONEM BOMBABDICAM 

Cum fcimul in regem nn^Der satiapasque Britain o 
Ausus es infandnm perfide Eauxe, nefas 
Pallor? An ©t mitis voluisti ex parte videii* 

Et pensare mal x cnm pietate scelus 
Scilicet lios alti missnius ad atria cocb, 

Sulphureo currn, fiammivolisqne rotis 
Qualiter ille, tens caput inviolabile Parc is, 

Liqiiit lordanios turbine laptus agros 

II 

m EAISTDEM 

SicciKE tentasti coelo donasbe lacobum. 

Quag septemgemino Bellua monte lates ? 

!Ni meliora tuum potent dare muneia numen, 
Parce, precor, donis insidioba tuis 
Ille quidem smo te consoitia set us adivit 
Astra, nec infemi pulvcris usus ope 
Sic potius foodos m coolum pelle cucullos, 

Et quot babet brntos Boma profana Eeos 
Namque ba'fc aut aha nisi quemque ad^uvens arte, 
Crede imhi, coali vix bene scandet itei 

Til 

m EAKDEM 

Puhgatobem animeo densit lacobus ignem, 

El sine quo superum non adeunda domus 
Prenduit hoc trina monstium Latiale corona, 
Movit et hornfioiira cottiua dena minax* 
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Et nec multns, ait, temnes mea sacra, Bntanne 
Supplicmm spreta Telligione dabis 
Et 81 stelligeras anqmm penetiavens arces, 
Kon nisi per Hammas tnste patebit iter 
O qiiam funesto cecmisti proxima vero, 
Yerbaqiie pondciibns vix caritnra smsj 
]Nam i:>rope Tartaico sublime rotatus ab igni, 
Ibat ad asthereas, umbra perusta, plagas 

IV 

IN EANDEM 

QurM mode E>oma suis devoverat iiiipia dins, 
Et styge damnarat, Tcjonaiioque siiiu , 

Hunc, vice mutata, jam tollcre gestit ad astra, 
Et cupit ad snperos evelicrc usque Decs 


IN INYENTOREM BOMBAEDiE 

Iapetionidem laudavit civca vetustas, 

Qm tulit mtbeieam sol is ab axe facem. 

At mihi majoi ent, qui lurida creditur arma, 

Et trifidum fulmen sunipuisse Jovi 

AB LEOHOEAM EOMJS CANENTEM 

Angeius unicuique suus, sic credite gentes, 

Obtigit asthereia ales ab oidinibus 
Quid mirum, Leonora, tibi ei gloria major P 
Ham tua praesentem vox sonat ipsa Beum 
Aut Beus, aut vacui certe mens tertia coeli 
Per tua secreto guttura serpit agens , 

Serpit agens, famlisque docet mortaba corda 
Sensim immortali assuescere posse sono 
Quod SI cuncta quidem Beus est, per cunctaque fusus. 
In te una loquitur, caetera mutus habet 
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TII 

AD BANDEM 

Altera. Torquatum cepit Leonora poetam, 
Cujus ab insano cessit amore furens 
Ab misei ille tuo quanto febcius a3\o 
Perditus, et proptei te, Leonora, foret 1 
Et te Plena sensisset voce canentcm 
Aurea matern'Be bla movcie lyia 
Quamvis Dirca .0 torsisset lumina PentliLO 
lor, ant totus desipuisset iners, 

Tu tamcn errantes cobca veriigme sensus 
Toce eadem potcias composuisse tua , 

Et potcias, oogro spirans sub corde, quietc 11 
Flexanimo cantu restituisse sibi 

VIII 

AD EAKDEM 

CiiEDtTLA quid liquidam Sirena, Neapoli, jactas, 
Claraque Partbenopes fana Acbeloiados , 
Littoieamque tua defunctam Naida ripa, 
Corpora Cbalcidioo sacra dedisse rogo ? 

quidem vivitquc, et amcena Tibndis unda 
Mutavit rauci mnrmura Pausibpi 
Ilbc Romnlidum studiis ornata secundis, 

Atque bomines cantu detinet atque Deos 

IX 

IN SALMASII HDNDREDAM 

Quis exxiedivit Salmasio suam Mund^isdam, 
Picamque docuit verba nostra eonan f 
Magister artis venter, et daeobei 
Centum exulantis viscera marsupii regii^ 

Quod SI dolosi spes refulsent nummi. 

Ipse, Anticbnsti qui modo ptimatum Papas 
Mmaius tino eat dissipare sufiatu, 

Cantabit ultro Gardmabtium meloa 
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m SALMASIUM 

(jriUDFTF foOomLn, et qiucquid esi piscium salo 
Qiii fiigida li37-erae mcolitis alqcntes freta * 
'Vestrnm misertus illo Salmasius Eques 
Bonus, amiciie nuditatem cogitat, 

Chartsuque laigus, appaiat pspyiinos 
Vobis cucullos, pi<jfc3fcrentes Claudii 
Insignia, nomenque et decus, Salmasii 
Gestetis ut per omne cetanum foium 
Equitis clientes, scrinus mugentiiim 
Cubito virorum, et capsulis, giatissimos 


XI 

G \T Lt ex eoncubitu gravidam te, Pontia, Mon* 
Quis bene inoratam, moiigciamque negct? 


XIT 

APOLOGUS BE EUSTICO ET HEEO 

1673 

EusTictis ex malo sapidissima pama qnotannis 
Eegit, et tirbano lecta dedit Bomino 
II me incredibili fiuctus dulcedine captus, 

Malum ipsam in propiias transtulit ai colas 
Hactenus ilia ferax, ^ed longo debilis aevo, 

Mota sOlo assueto, protinus aret meis 
Quod tandem ut x>atuit Domino, spe lusus mam, 
Danpaavit celeres m sua damna manus , 

Atquc aat, Deu quanto satius fuit ilia Ooloni, 
Parva licet, grato dona tulisse ammo ^ 

Possem ego avantiam fraenare, gulamqu© voiacem 
ISTunc penere milu et foetus, et ipso parens 
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XIII 

AD CHBISTINAM SUECORUM REGmAM, NOMINE 
CROMWELLI 

Bellipotens Virgo, septem regina tnoirnm, 

Christina, Arctoi Incida stella poll ’ 

Germs, qnas merni dura sub casside rugas, 

Utque senex armis impiger ora tero , 

Invia fatorum dum per vestigia nitor, 

Exequor et populi fortia jussa manu 
Ast tibi submittit frontem reverentior umbra 
Nec sunt hi vultus regibus usque truces 
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IN OBITI A PBOCANCELLARII, MEDICI 
Anko iExms 17 
162G 

P mriiL fail fliscite legibus, 

M inusqiiG Parca jam date f>ni>plici s, 

Qn I cnduliim tclluris oiLem 
Iipcti colitis nej^otes 
Vc SI iil'oio mors vig i 
feemd \ocaiit flcDilis lieu moioi 
Tent uitur mcassum, doliqiit 

Poi tenebras St^ gis ire certum osr 
Si dcstmatam pelleie dexleia 
Mortem valcrot, non feiiis Heiculcs, 

Nessi venen itus cnioi e, 
dEmatliii }acui«sset Oita 
Nec fraude tuipi Pallidis invida. 

Yidisset occisum llion Ilectora, aut 
Quern laiva Pelidta peiemit 
Ense Locio, Jove lacrymante 
Si tiiste fatum vciba Hecateia 
Eugarc iiossint, Tfelegoni joarens 
Yixisset mfamis, potentiquo 
^giali soroi usa virg'x 
Numenque tnnum fallere bi queant 
Artes medentdm, ignotaque gramma, 

Non gnarus berbaium Macliaon 
Eurypyli cecidisset hasta 
LsBsisset et nec te, PHilyreie, 

Sagitta Ecliidnm perlita sangnmo , 

Nec tela te fulmenqne avitum, 

Oaese puei genitriois 
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Tuque, O alumno major Apolline, 
Gentis togatas cui regimen datum, 
Frondosa quem nunc Cirrlia lugetp 
Et mediis Helicon m undis , 
Jam pimfuisses Palladio gregi 
Ii80tus, superstes, nec sine gloiia 
Nee puppe lustrasses Oharoiitis 
Hoinbiles baratbri recessus 
At fila rupit Persephone tua, 

Iiata, cum te viderit artibtis, 
Succoque pollenti, tot artris 
Faucibus eripuisse moitis 
Colon de Prseses, membra precor tua 
Molli quiescant cespite, et ex tuo 
Crescant rosae calthaeque busto, 
Purpureoque byacmtlius ore 
Sit mite de te judicium ^Eaci, 
Subrideatque ^tnsea Proserpina , 
Interquo felices perennis 
Elysio epatiere campo 


m QUUrajM NOVEMBRIS 
Anno -^tatis 17 
1626 » 

Jam plus extiema veniens lacobus ab arcto# 
Teucrigenas populos, lateque paten txa legna 
Albionum tenuit , jamque, inviolabile foedusi 
Sceptia Oaledonns conjunxerat Anglica Scotis 
Pacifiousque novo, felix divesque, sedebat 
In solio, occultique dob securus et bostis 
Cum ferus igmfluo regnans Acberonte tyrannus, 
Eumenidum pater, setbereo vagus exul Olympo, 
Forte per immensum terrarum erraverat oibem, 
Dinumerans scelens sooios, vemasque fideles, 
Partic pes regm post funera moesta futures 



SrZVAMtTM LIBER 


m 


Hic tempestates medio ciel oere dirfts, 

Illic rniammes odium »truit inter amiooe* 

Armit et mvictas m mutua viwoem. gnnteas 
Beguaque olivifera twiit !«,<?« 

Et quoscunque videt puiaa virtutas amanteis» 

Hos cupit ftd}icere impmo, fraudumque 
Ten tat inaeceestim soelen coirumpem peotus » 
Inaidiasque locat tacitas, caeeesque latentes 
Tcndit nt inoautos rapiat, ceu Oa^^pia tigns 
Insequitur tiepidam deeerta per a\ la pr^edam 
Nocte sub ilium, et somno mctautibus astiis 
Talibus mfestat populos Bummanus et urbee, 
Cmctus caBrulem fumaiiti turbine fiammss 
Tamque fluetitisoms albentia rupibua aiva 
Apparent, et terra Deo dilecta mantio, 

Cui nomf a dederat quondam Neptunia proles > 
Ampbitryoniaden qm non dubitavit atrocem^ 
^quore tranato, furiali poscere beUo 
Ante expugnatce crudeba seecula Trojee 

At simul banc, opibusque et festa pace boatam, 
Aspicit, et pingues dome Oerealibus egros, 
Quodque magis doluit, venerantcm numina ven 
Sancta Dei i>opuluiii, tandem suspina rupit 
Tartareos ignes et lundum olentia sulphur » 

Qualia Trmacna trux ab dove clausus m 
Efllat tabifico monstrosus ob ore Tiphceue 
Ignoscuni oculi, stridetque odumantinus ordo 
Dentis, ut armorum fragor, ictaque cuspide cuspis 
Atque peierrato solum hoc laciymabile mundo 
Inveni, dixit, gens heec mihi sola rebellis, 
Oontemtnxque jugi, nostraque potentior arte 
Ilia tamen, mea si quicquam tentamma possunt, 
IvTon feret hoc impune diu, non ibit inulta 
Hactenus , et piceis liquido natat aere pennis 
Qua volat, udversi prsecursant ogimne venti, 
Densantur nubes, et crebra tonitrua fulgent 
Jamque pruinosas velox superaverat Alpes, 

Et tenet Ausomse Hues a parte simetm 
Kimbifer Appenninus crat, priscique Sabini> 
Dextia Yeneficus infamis Hetruna, nec non 
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To furtiva Tibn«J Thetidi videt osculd dan tern , 

Hinc Mavortigcna. consistit in aice Qiiirmi 
■Reddidcrant dubiam jam sera crepuscnla luccin, 

Cum circumgrcditur totam Tncoronifer urbem, 
Panificosque Deos poitat, scapulisqne virorum 
Cvehitur , prseeunt submisso poplite reges, 
mendicanium series longissirna fratruni , 

Gereaque in manibus gestant lunalia caeci, 

(^immeriis nati in tenebris vitamque trabentes 
Tcmpla dem multis subeunt lucentia tipdis, 

(Yesper eiat sacer iste Petro) Irumtusque cancntmii 
fenpe tbolos iniplet vacuos, et inane locoium 
Quabter exululat Bromius, Bromiique catei\ i, 

Oigia cantantos m Ecbionio Aracyntbo, 

Bum tremit attonitus vitieis Asopus in undis 
Bt procul ipse c iva responsat rLijie Oitba»ron 
His igitur tandem solenni more pcractis, 

Hox senis am plexus Ercbi tacituina reliquit, 

Pr ecipitesque impelbt equos stimulante flagello, 
Captum oculiB Tyiiblonta, Melam basttmque ferotem, 
Alque Acbeionta.0 prognatam pitre Siopen 
Torjndam, ei biisutis borrenteni Pbrion capilbs 
Intel ea reguni domitoi, Pblegetontius ba-ies, 
Ingieditui tbalamos, neque enim sccietus idultei 
Producit steriles molli sine pellioe noctes , 

At MX compositos somnus claudtbat ocellos, 

Cum niger umbraium dommus, lectorque silentum, 
Prxdaloique hommum, falsa sub imagine tectus, 
Astdit, assumptis micuerunt tempora cams, 

Barba sinus piomissa tegit, cineracea longo 
Syrmate veil it bumuni vestis, pendetque oucullus 
Yeitice de laso, et, ne qmcquam desit ad artes, 
Cannabco lumbos constrmxit fune salaces, 

Taida fenestratis ligens vestigia caloeis 
Tabs, uti fama est, vasta Franciscus eremo 
Tetra vagabatur solus per lustra ferarum, 
Sylvestrique tulit genti pia verba salutis 
Irnpius, atque Inpos dommt, Libycosque leones 
Subdolus at tali Serpens velatus amictu. 

Solvit m bas fallax ora execrantia voces , 
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Dormis nate ? Etiamne tuos sopor oppnmit aitus^ 
Immemor, O, fidei, pecoramque obhte tuorntii ^ 

Dum cathedram, venerande, tuam, diademaqiu 
Ridct Hyperboico gens baibai i nata sub axe 
Dumquc pbarctrati spernunt tua ]ura Bntanni 
Surge, age , surge piger, Latins quern Ctosar a<Ior it, 
Cui resera ta patct convexi janna rcoli, 

Turgcntes animos et fastus Irange procaces 
Sacrilegiquc sciant, tua quid maledictio po&sit, 

Et quid Aijostohcas possit custodia clavis , 

Et mem 01 Hesperisp disjectam ulcisceie clabsein, 
Mcrsaque Ib^ioium lato vcxilla profuiido, 
Sanotoiiimque criici tot corpoia tixa piobios t, 
Thermodoontca nuper regnante pueila 
At tu &i tenero mavis toipesccic lecto 
Croscent^squo negas bosti contunduc \iics , 
Tyrrhenum implcbit numeioso mibte poiituiii 
Signaque Aventino jionct fulgentia colic 
Ilelliquias veterum fianget, flanimibcpie ci cm tbit 
Sacriquo calcabit pedibn^. tua colla profams 
Cujus gaudcbant soleis dare baisa legos 
Nee tamen bunc bellis et aperto Maite licesscs 
Irritus ille labor, tu callidus utere ftaude 
Quxlibet hocreticis dispouere letia fas est 
J imqiie ad consilium exticmis rex magmis db oris 
Patricios vocat, et pioccrum de stirpe creates, 
Gianduvosquo paties, tiabea camscpie veicndos , 

Hos tu niembratim poteris conspergere in auras, 
Atque d ire in cineres, nitrati pulvcns igne 
^dibus inj cto, qud convcncic, sub imis 
Protinus ipse igitur quoscuiiquo babet Anglia fidos 
Propositi, factic^ue, mone quisquamne tuorum 
\udcbit summi non jussa lacessere Papao ? 
Pcrculsosque metu subito, casuque stupentes, 

Iiivadat vel Gallus atiox, vel sasvus Iberus 
fea^oula SIC illic tandem Manana redibunt, 

Tuque in belligeroS iterum doniinaberis Anglos 
Et, nequid timeas, divos divasque eecundas 
Accipe, quotque tuis celebrantui numma fastis 
Dixit, et adscitos ponens raalebdus amictns# 
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Fugit ad mfbndam, regnum illaatabile, Letben 
Jam rosea Eoas paadena Titbonia portas, 

Yestit inauratas redeunti lumine terras , 

Moestaqae adhuc nigri deplorans ftincra nati, 

Imgat afbbrosiis montana caoumiua guttis 
Cum somnos pepulit stellatee janitoi aulae, 

Nocturnos visas, et somnia grata levolvens* 

Est locus setema septus caligine noctis, 

Yasta ruinosi quondam fundamina tecti, 

Nunc torvi spelunca Phoni Prodotaeque bilmgu.^, 
Effeia quos uno pepent Discoidia partu 
Hic inter oeamenta jacent, preoiuptaque saxa, 

Ossa inhumata virum, et tiajeota cadavera ferro, 

IIio Dolns intortis semper sedet ater ocollis, 

Jurgiaque, et stimulis armata Calumnia fauces, 

Et Furor, atque vim monendi mille videntur, 

Et Timor, exsanguisque locum circumvolat Honci > 
Perpetuoque leves per muta silenti i Manes 
Exululant, tellus et sanguine conscia stagnat 
Ipsi etiain pavidi latitant penetrahbus antri 
Et Phonos, et Piodotcs , nulloque sequonte per antimn, 
Antrum horions, scopulosum, atrum feralibus umbiis, 
Diffngiunt sontes, et letro lumina vortunt 
Hos pugiles Romse per smcula longa fideles 
Evooat antibtes Babylonius, atque ita fatur 
Finibus occiduis circumfusum incolit axjuor 
Gens exosa raihi , prudens natura negavit 
Iiidignam peuitus nostro conjungere mundo 
llluc, SIC jubeo, celeri contendite gressu, 

Taitareoque leves difSentur pulvere m auras 
Et rex et panter satrapm, scelerata propago 
Et quotquot fidei caluere cupidine verm, 

Consilii sooios adliibete, opensque minibtios 
Finieiat, ragidi oupide paruere gemelh 
Interea longo flectens ourvamme ooelos 
Despicit astberea Dommus qui fulgurat aice, 

Yanaque perversro ndet conamma turbaa, 

Atque BUI oausaib populi volet ipse tueri 

Esse ferunt spatium, qua distat ab Aside terra 
FertiUs Europe, et speetat Mareotidas undas , 
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Hic turns posita est Titanidos ardua Faxase^ 

^rea, lata, sonans, rutilis vicimor astns 
Quam Bupenmpositum vel Atlios vel Peliou Ossss 
Mille fores aditusque patent, totidemque fenestras, 
Amplaque pei tenues translucent atria muros 
Excitat hio varies plebs agglomerata sueurros , 
Qualiter mstrepitant circum mulctralia bombis 
Agmma muscaram, aut texto per oviba junco, 

Dum Cams sestivum coeh petit ardua culmen 
Ipsa quidem summa sedet ultrix matris in aice, 
Aunbus mnumens cinctum caput emmet olli, 

Queis sonitum exiguum trahit, atqua levissima captat 
Murmura, ab extremis patuli confinibus orbis 
!Nec tot, Aristonde servator inique juvencse 
Isidos, immiti volvebas lumma vultu, 

Ijuniina non unquam tacito nntantia somno, 

Lumma subjectas late spectantia ten as 
Tstis ilia solet loc i luce carentia sne^pe 
Perlustrare, etiam radianti impervia soli 
Millenisque loquax audit iqiie visaque linguis 
Cuilibet efiundit temeraria, veiaquc mendax 
[N’unc mmuit, modo conficlis sermonibus an got 

Sed tamen a nostro meruisti carmine laudes, 

Fama, bonum quo non ahud veracius ullum. 

Nobis digna cam, nec te memorasse pigebit 
Carmine tarn longo , scrvati scilicet Angli 
Of&cus, vaga diva, tuis, tibi reddimus eequa 
Te Dens, aeternos motu qni temperat ignes, 

Fulmme prsemisso alloquitur, terraque tremente 
Fama, Bile ? An te latet impia Fapistarum 
Conjurata cobors in meque meosque fintannos, 

Et nova sceptngero caedes meditata lacobo ? 

Nec pliira , lUa statim sensit mandata Tonantis, 
satis ante fugax, stndentes mduit alat, 

Induit et varus exilia corpora plumis , 

Dextra tubam gestat Temesaso ex sere sonoram 
Nec mora jam pennis cedentes remigat auras, 

Atque paium est oursu oeleies prssvciteie nubes , 

J am ventos, jam solis equos post terga rebquit 
Et pnmo Angbacas, sobto de more, per urbes 
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Anibiguas voces inceitaqne inuimiii x spaigit 
Mox aiguta doles, et detestabilc vulgat 
Proditiom^ opus nec non facta horiida, dictu 
Authoiesquo addit scelens, nec garrula cajcis 
Insidiis loca stiucta silet, stupueie relatis 
Et paritei juvenes, paritei tremuero puellcc, 
EfFcetique senes pariter, tanta^que ruime 
Sensus ad detatem snbito peneti averat omnem 
Attamen interea populi miserescit ab alto 
^Ethereus Patei, et crudelibus obstitit ausis 
Papicolum, capti poenas raptantur ad acres 
At pia thura Deo, et grati solvuntur honoies , 
Gompita laata focis gonialibus omnia fumant, 
Turba cboros juvenilis agit Quintoque Novembris 
Kulla dies toto occumt celebratior anno 


m OBITUM PB^SULIS ELIENSIS 
Anno ^Etatis 17 
1626 

Aniruc madentes rore iqualebant genac, 

Et sicca nondum lumina 
Adliuc liquentis imbre turgebant sails. 
Quern nuper effudi pius, 

Dum moosta charo justa persolvi rogo 
Wintoniensis Praosubs 
Cum centilinguis Eama, proh ^ sempei mall 
Oladisque vera nuntia, 

Spargit per urbes dmtis Bntanniee, 
Populosque Neptuno satos, 

Cessisse morti, et feneis sororibus, 

Te, generis bumani decus, 

Qui Bex saororum ilia fmsti m insula 
Quae nomen Apgxullde tenet 
Tunc inquietum pectus ua protinas 
Ebulliebat femd^ 
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Tnmnlis potentem sa?pe devovens doim 
N^ec vota JSTaso in Ibida 
( oncex^it }lir> diiioia pectoK 
G ainvpiv. vates paieias 
Tin pern Lycambis execiatus est doium, 

Si ons i nqu( Ncolmlen snan 
At cccc dira j ipse dum fimdo giaves, 
impiecor neci nccem, 

Andisst tales videoi attonitus soiios 
Lcni, STib aura, flamme 
G-ncos furores pone, pone vitream 
Bilemqiie, et iriitas minas 
Quid teniere viol is non iioecndx nuinina, 

Subitoque ad ii is percita ? 

!ISron c«t, ut arbitiaris elusns misei 
Mois atia Nootis lilia, 

Fubove patre cieta sive Eiinnye 
Vastove nata sub Chao 
Abt ilia, coolo missa stcllato, Dti 
Messes ubiqiie colligit, 

Animasque mole carnea reconditas 
In lucem et luras evocat , 

Ub cum fugiccs excitant Iloim diem, 

Themidob Jovisque filia , 

“^t sempiterni ducit ad vultus patiis 
At justa raptat impios 
13 ub legna fiirvi luctuosa Tartan, 

Scdt que subterraneas 
Hanc ut ^ocanteni ld3tus audm, cito 
1 oedum reliqui carcerem, 

Volatilesqne fan stub inter milites 
Ad astra sublimis feror 
Vates ut olim raptus ad coelum senex, 

Auriga cuirus ignei 
Non me Bootis terruere lucidi 
Sarraca tarda frigore, aut 
Formidolosi Scorpionis brachia. 

Non ensis, Orion, tuns 
Prsetervolavi fulgidi solus globum, 

Longeque sub pedibus deam 
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Yidi triformem, dum concebat suos 
Frxiiiis di icoucy aurcis 
Eiraticorum sidcium per ordiiies, 

Per lactcis velior plagas, 
locitatcm r epc imr itus iio\am , 

Donee niientes ad foies 
Ventum est Olympi, et icgiani cry stallman^, 
Stiatnm smaragdis atrmm 
Sed hic tacebo , iiam qnis elf iii qtieat^ 
Oriundus Immaiio 2 '‘itie, 

Anioomt itcs illms loci? Milii 
feat cst in xicinnm fiui 
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Hiu, qiiam perijetnis ciioribus acta fatiscit 

Avia mens bomiiuini, tonebiisqiie immersa piofmidis, 

Ocdipodioiiiara volvit snb iiectore noctem ^ 

Qua) vesana suis mcim f icta deoium 
Audet, et iiicisas leges adamante jierenm 
Assiinilue sms, nulloqne solubile soecio 
Consilium fill jierituris alligat boris 

Ergono marcescet snlcantibus obsita rtigig 
N itui JL facies, et rerum publica mater 
Onmqiarum contracta uteium steiilescet ab mvo? 

Et se fassa senem, male certis jiassibus ibit 
Sideieum tieniebuiida caput ? Num tetra vetnstas, 
Annorumqiie n[>terna fimes squalorque situsque, 
Sidera vevabunt? An et insatiabile dempus 
Esuiiet Coelum, rapictque in viscera patrein P 
Heu potuituo suas impiudens Jupitei arces 
Hoc contra ninmsse nefas et Teni230iis isto 
Exemisse malo, gjiosque dedisse perennes P 
Ergo eiit nt quandoque sono dilapsa tiemendo 
Convexi tabulata ruant^ atque obvius ictu 
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Stridat titerque polu«, super iqtie ut Olyaaapius aula 
Decidat lioiribilisque ictectd. Goigonc Fallas, 
Quilis in ^geam proleb Junoma Leinuon 
Dcturbata sacro cecidit de limme ccjlIi? 

*1 a quoqut, i^houbc, tin t; isus imitabere iiati , 

Pi Lcipiti cimu subiiaque furcie luma 
Pronus, ct cTbincta fumabit lampade Ncreus* 

Et dabit attomto feralia sibila ponto 
TiAic ctiam aerei divulbis scdibue Haemi 
Dissultabit apex, imoque illisa b iiathio 
Terrebunt Stygium dt jceta Cci xunia Diteni, 

In BUpeios quibus usub ciat, fi iteinaquc belli 
At jiatci omnipotcns, lundatis loituis astriB, 
Consulmt rcium summa, cci toque i)erc^it 
Pondere fatoium lances, atquc oidine suiumo 
Singula poi 2'>etuum ju&sit serv »ic Iciioitin 
Volvitur lime Hpsu mundi iota 2>iima dmino, 
Kajitat et ambitos socia veitigine coolos 
Taidioi baud solito 8 ituinus, et acci ut olitn 
Fulnuueum lutilat enstata cas^sidc Mavors 
Eloridus txteinum Phoobus )uvcmlc coiubcil, 

Nee fovet effentas loca pei dcrlivia ten as 
Devexo ttniono Deus , sed semjioi amica 
Luce potens, eadem curiat per signa lotirum 
Suigit odoiatis paiiter formosus ab Indis, 
^tbcreuin pccus albcnti qui cogit Oly 111210, 

Mane vocans, et serus agens m jiaBcu 1 coeli , 
lempons ejb gemino dis2>ertit regna coloie 
Pulget, oblique vices alterno Delia cornu, 
C-TPruleuniquo ignem jiaiibus comiileciitur ulnis 
Nec valiant elementa fidem, solitoque fiagoic 
Eurida perculsas jaculantur fulmiua ru2)cs 
Nec per mane furit Icvion muimuix. Coins, 

Stnngit et armiferos uquali hoiroic Oelonos 

Trux Aquilo, spiratque liycmcni, nimbosqiio voln^ 

iDtque solet, Siculi diverberat ima Felon 

Hex mane, et rauca circumstrepit fcquoia conclia 

Oceani Tubicen, neo vasta molo nunoiem 

wEgeona ferunt dorso Baleanca cete 

Sed neque, Terra, tibi ssecli vigoi xilo ve^nsti 
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Priscus abest, servatque sunm Narcissus odorem, 

Et puer lUe suum tenet, et puer ille, decorem, 

Phoebe, tuusque, et, Oypri, tuus , nec ditior ohm 
Teira datum sceleri celavit montibus auium 
Conscia vel sub aquis gemmas Sic denique in aevum 
Ibit cunctarum series justissima lerum, 

Donee flanima orbem populabitur ultima, late 
Circumplexa polos, et vasti culmina coeli , 

Ingentique rogo flagrabit macliina mundi 


D1 IDEA PLATONIC A QUEMADMODDM ATtlSTOTELES 
INTELLEXIT 

DrciTE, sicrorum presides nemorum dem. 

Tuque 0 noveni perbeata numinis 
Memoria mater, quaaque in immense j^rocul 
Antro recumbis otiosa ^ternitas, 

Monumenta servans, et ratas hges Jovis, 

Coolique fastos atque ephemeridas Deum , 

Quis ille primus, cujus ex imagine 
Natura solers finxit humanum genus, 

-^ternus, incorruptus, eequaevus polo. 

Unusque et umversus, exemplar Dei ? 

Hand ille Palladis gemellus innubae 
Interna proles insidet menti Jovis, 

Sed quamlibet natura sit communior, 

Tamen seorsus extat ad morem unius, 

Et, mira, certo stringitur spatio loci 
Seu sempiternus lUe siderum comes 
Coeli pererrat ordines decemplicis, 

Citimumve ten is incolit lunm globum 
Sive, inter animas corpus adituras sedens, 

Obliviosas torpet ad Lethes aquas 
Sive in remota forte ten arum plaga 
Incedit ingens hominis archetypus gigas, 

Et diis tremendus engit celsum caput, 

Atlante major portitore siderum 
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Non, cm profundum ca citia lumer Jodd, 
Dirc80us augur vidit liunc alto Biiiu 
Non hunc silcnte node PI clones 
"V atum sagaci p''^ pes ostendit rlicHo 
Non hunc saceidos novib AssyriUb licit 
Loiigos vctusti commemoret atacos Nuii 
Piiscumque Belon, luclytumque Osiiidcm 
Non illc trmo gloriosu nomine 
Tei mignus Heimes, ut sit ncaui ^citi s 
T.alcm rcliquit IsidiB ciilioribus 
At tu, perenne runs Academi decus, 

(Ha 3 C monstra si tu primus induxti scholis) 
Jam jam poetas, urbis exulcs tu o, 
Pcvocabis, ipse iabulator maximus , 

Aut inbti’utor ipse migrabis foras 


AB PATPEM 

Nunc mea Pierios cupiam per pectora fonics 
Triiguas torqueie vias, totuuique per ora 
Volvere laxatum gemino de vertice rivum , 

Ut ttnues oblita sonos auaacibus alls 
Surgat in officium venerandi Musa parentis 
Hoc utcunque tibi gratum, pater optime, carmen 
Exiguum m'^ditatur opus , nec novimus ipsi 
Aptius a nobis qum possint muneia donis 
Kespondere tuis, quamvis nec maxima possint 
Respondere tins, nedum ut par gratia donis 
Esse queat, vacuis quse redditur anda verbis 
Sed tanien hmc nostros ostendit pagina census, 

Et quod habemus opum charta numeravimus ista, 
Qu 89 mihi sunt nullas, nisi quas dedit auiea Clio, 
Quas mihi semoto somni peperere sub antro, 

Et nemons laureta sacn Pamassides umbrae 
Nec tu vatis opus divinum despice carmen. 

Quo nihil aethereos ortus, et semina coeh, 

Nil magis humanam commendat engine mentem. 
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Sancta Piomethca) retmens vestigia iSammeo 
C 11 men amant snperi, tremcbuiidaque^Taitaia carmen 
Ima (icie valet divo&que ligaio profundos, 

Et triplici duro Manes adamante coercct 
Cirmine sepositi letegiint aicana futiiii 
I*li(i3badcs, ct tremulm pallentcs on Sibylla^ < 

Carmma saenheus solennes pangit ad aras, 

Aiirca sen biciiiit motantem coinua taurnm , 

Sen enm fxta sagax fiimantibus abdita fibiis 
Consulit, et t( pidis Parcam scrutatur in e\tis 
ISTos ctiam patrmm tunc cum rejDetemiis Olyiiipum, 
^leinjeque nioias stabunt immobilis a.vi, 

Ibimus aurati? per cooli templa coronis, 

Dultia fauaviloquo socialites carmma plcctio, 

Abiia quibus, gommique poll convexa bonabunt 
Spiutus ct rapidos qui ciicinit ignoas oibes, 

!Naiic qiioque sidereis interunit ipse choicis 
Immortile melos et inenarrabile carmen , 

Toiridi dum r util us comptscit sibila serpens, 
Dtmibsoque feiox gladio mansuescit Orion , 

Stellarum nec sentit onus Mauiusius Atlas 
Carmma regales eijulas ornaie solebant, 

Cum nondum luxus, vastasque immensa vorago 
IS^ota gulm, et modico spurn abat c oena Lyaco 
Turn de moie sedens festa ad coiivivia vales, 
jEsculea mtonsos redimitus ab arboie cuncs, 
Heioumque actus, imitandaque gcsti ciiicbit, 

Et chaos, tt posibi late fundamma mundi, 
Peptantesque decs, et alentes nurnma gl indes, 

Et nondum ^Etneo quoesitum fulmcii ab anlio 
Dcnique quid vocis modulamen mane juvabit 
Ycrboriim sensusque vacans, numerique loquacib? 
Silvestres decet iste clioios, non Oiphca cantus, 

Qui tenuit fluvios et qucrcubus addidit aures. 
Carmine, non cithara, simulachraque functa canendq 
Compulit m lacrymas habet has a carmine laudts 
ISTec tu perge, precor, sacras contemneie Mu&as, 

IsTcc vanas inopesque puta, quarum ipse pentus 
Muncrc, mille sonos numeros componis ad aptos , 
Milhbus et vocem modnhs vanare canoiam 
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Doctus, Ariomi mento bis nommis hm os 
Ntmo tibi q\nd mirum, bi me gerimsbc poetam 
Contigeiit, cliaio si tarn propo san game 3 uncti, 
Gogiiatas aits, etudiiimquc affme seqnauxui P 
Ipse voleus Pboebus st disx)eitiic cluobus. 

Altera dona mihi, dedit altera dona x)aroiti, 
Divrduumqne Deum, genitoiquc joierqne, tenemna 
Tu tamon ut sinuilcs t^neras odisse Camaii is, 
Non odisse reor, neqne enim pater, ircjiibcbis 
Qua via lata patot, qua pionio^ iica lucn, 
Certaque co idendi fulget spcs anrea riutiimi 
Nec rajus ad leges, male cuetoditaquc gcntis 
Jura, nec instilsis damnas clamoiibuj amts 
Sed magis excultam cuint 11 ditesceie mentcin. 

Me protul uibaiio stiepitii seccssibiis iltis 
Abductam, Aoniju jueunda j>ti otn ripa , 

Pliabspo lateii comitcm smis 11c beatum 
OHicium cliaii tacco commune parentis , 

Me poscunt m qora tuo pater optimo, sumptu 
Cum milii Boniulea) jiatuit faeundia lingu v, 

Ijt Latii veneres, ot qua' Jovis 01 a decebant 
Gri India mxgniloquis data voc ibnla Gr ms 
Addere suasisti quos fact it Gnllia florcs, 

Et quam dtgeneri novus Itilus oie loquelam 
Eiuidit, barb uicos it status voce tumultus , 
Qucoque Pal estinus loquitui mystci la vates 
Dcniquo quicquid habet coolum, subjectaque ccxlo 
Terra paxcns, terra-que ct code interfluus acr, 
Quicquid cr unda tegit, pontiquo agitabile maimor. 
Per te nosse licet, per te, si nosse libebit 
Dimotaque venit spectaiida scicntia nube, 

Nud ique conspicuos inclmat ad oscula vult 
Ni fugifese velim, ni sit libasse molestum 

I nunc, confer opes, qmsquis malesanus i\ d i j 
A ustnaci gazas, Peruanaque regna pjssoiit 10 
Quee potuit majora pater tribnisse, vel ip«e 
Jupiter, excepto, donasset ut omnia, eoflo? 

Non potiora dedit, quam vis et tula fuissent, 
Publiea qui juvem commisit lumina nato, 

Atqiie Hyi)enonios currus, et fraena di€i» 
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Et ciiciim undantem ladiata luce tiaram 
Ert^o ego ]am doctjB pars quamlibet ima catervoc, 
Victiicos hederas inter laurosque sedebo, 

J imqae nec obscurus populo misceboi inciti, 
Yitabimtque oculos vestigia nostra piofanos 
Ijstc procul vigiles curao, j^rocul este querela, 
Tnvidnoque acies transveiso tortilis birquo, 

nec anguifeios cxtendo, calumnia i ictus , 
jii me tnste niliilj fcodissima turba, potestis, 

Ncc vestri sum ]uris ego, secuiaque tutus 
Pectora vq^iereo giadiar sublimis ab ictu 

At tibi, chaie pater, postquam non equa meienti 
Posse refeiie datur nec dona lependere factis 
8it memoiasse satis lepetitaque muneia gi ito 
Peicenseie ammo, fidaque leponeie menti 
Et VOS 0 nostii, ]uveniha caimina, liisus, 

Si modo perpetuos sperare audebitis annos, 

Et domini superesse logo, lucemque tueii 
ISTec spisso lapicnt oblivia nigra sub Oreo, 

Forsitan has laudes, decant itumque i^aientis 
Nomen, ad exemplum, seio servabitas sevo 


AD SALSILLUM, POETAM EOMANUM, ^GEOTANTEM 

SCA70NTLS 

0 Musa, gressum quse volens tiahis claudum, 
Vnlcanioque tarda gaudes incessu, 

Nec sentis illud in loco minus gratum, 

Quam cum decentes flava Deiope suras 
Alternat aureum ante Junonis lectum , 

Adesdum, et haec s’ls verba pauoa Salsillo 
Eefer, Camoona nostra cm tantum est cordi, 

Quamque ille magnis prastulit immento dms 
Usee ergo alumnus ille Londim Milto, 

Diebus hisce qui suum Imquens nidum, 

Pohqu© traotum, pessimus ubi ventorum, 

Insanientis impotensque pnlmoms, 
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Periiix anhela sub Jovo exercet flnbi'i, 

Venit feraces Itali soli ad glebas 
Visum superb i cognitas urbes lama 
Virosque, ductdeque indolcin juveututis 
Tibi optat idem luc faiista multa. Si Hilk, 

II ibitumque fesso corpori penitus s mum , 
Cui nunc profunda bilis mfestat rcnc^, 
Priucordiisque fi\a damnosum spiral 
Nee id pepercit irapia, quod tu Fonicii o 
T im cultus ore Lesbmm condis melos 
O diilce divum inunus, O Salus, Hebes 
Germana^ Tuque Pha.be, morborum Icii or, 
Pythone ca)so sive tu ru igis P i an 
Libenter audis, hic tuus saceidos cst 
Querceta Fauni, \osquc loie vmoso 
Cellos benigni, mitis E\audri sodcs, 

Siquid salubio vallibus frondet vestiis 
Levamen x^ro feite certatim vati 
Sic illc, chans rcdditus rursum Musis, 

Yicina dulci piata mulcebit cantu 
Ipse inter atros emirabitur lucos 
Numa, ubi beatum degit otium ©ternum 
Suam leclinis semiier iKgeiiam spectans 
Tumidusque ct ij^se Tibris hinc deliiiitus, 
Spei favebit annum colonc**urn , 

Nee in sepulchris ibit obsessum reges, 
Nimium smifetro laxus irrucns loro 
Bed fraBU a melius tempcrabit undarum, 
Adusaue curvi salsa regna Poitumni 
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MANSUS 


Joannes Biptista Mansus Miicliio VillcnsH Mr ingfci 11 laiule linn litcranim 
studio ncc non ct bcllit i vntutc apud It do'* tliriu m piimis t&t Ad qucni 
lorquati lassi Bialogus o\t it do Amicitia suiptiM ci it cnim Tassi muc issiirm-? 
at) quo etiam iiitti C imp uu o pi incipos celebratui iii illo pocmate cut titulus 
Qe) usalemme ConquiHiata lib xx 

Fi a cavalier Tnagnanim 6 coitcsi 
liisplendo il M inso— 

Is authorem Neapoli coinmorantom summa bcncvolontia prosccutus osi multaquo 
ei dttulit liuniamt iti8 officii \d limic itiquo liospcs illc mtoquain ab ei uibo 
disccdorot ut iic int,ritum &c ostondoiet hoc c imiui mi il 


IIic quoqiie, Minse, turo meditqntiii 0*11 mina laudi 

Pit rides, tibi, Mnnse clioro notissime I^habi, 

Qnoiidoquidem il 0 ilium h lud a.quo cst dignatus honoie, 

Post Gaik cinercs, it Mecnonatis Hetrusci 

Tu quoque, si nostrfo tautum valet ama Canioona, 

Viotiices hederas inter liurosqne sedebis 

Te pi idem maguo ftlix ooncordia Tasso 

Jiuixit et a terms msoiipsit nomma ckaitis 

Mox tibi dulciloquum non inscii Musa Maimum 

Ti ididit ille tuum dici se gaudet alnmnum, 

Dum canit Assyiios divum prolixns amoies , 

Mollis et Ausonias stupefecit carmine nymphas 
Illc itidem moriens tibi soli debifa vates 
Ossa tibi soli supremaque vota reliquit j 
Nec manes pietns tiia ckara ftfellit amici , 

Vidimus arridentera opeioso ox are poetam 

Nee satis lioc vibiim est in utnimque ot m c p a ce‘'Sant 

O&ci i in tumulo, ciipis mtegios raiDeie Oico 

Qux potts, atque avidas Pircaium elutkre leges 

Amboium genus, ct vana sub soite peractam 

Descr»bis vitam, moresque, et dona Mineivae, 

iEmulus illius Mycalcn qni natiis ad altam, 

Eettulit Ailolii vitam facundus Homeri 
Eigo ego te, Olius et magni nomine Phoebi 
Manse pater, jubeo longum salveie jDer sevum, 

Missus Ilyperboreo juvenis peregnnus ab axe 
Nee tu longinquatu bonus aspemabare Musani, 
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Qm'x} nnpcr golida vix oimtnta stib Aieto, 

Imi:>r«dens Italaa ausa est volitare pei iirbes 
Nos etidm in nostio modnlantes flumine cygnos 
Crcdimus obscuias noctis sensisso poi nmbia , 

Qua 'Ihainesia late puns argenteus nrms 
Occam glaucos pcrfundit gurgite crines 
Qnin ct in bas quondam per\enit 'lityrus oias 

Scd iicque nos gtnus mcultum nee inutile PliooLo, 
Qua pliga scpteno munJj sulcata Tiione 
Biurnalem patitur longa sub nocte Boo ten 
Nos etiaxn colimus Pnabum, nos iimneia Phoobo, 
Fla\entes spicas, ct lutea mala canistiis, 

Hilantemqiie crocum, perhibet nisi a am \etustas, 
Misimus, et lectas Druidum de gente c lioi cas 
Gens Diindes antiqua, sacris operata doorum, 

Heioum laudes, imituidaquo gesta carebant, 

Hinc quoties festo cinguut altaria cantu, 

Delo in berbosa, G raise de moio pnella?, 

Carmimbus Htis inemorant Coiineida Lo\o 
Fatidicamque Upin, cum flavioom i Plec 
Nuda Oaledonio vxriatas pectoia fuco 

Poituuate senex, ergo quacunque per oibcm 
Torquati decus, et nonien celebribitui ingeiis 
Claraque pei petui succrescet fam i Marini , 

Tu quoque m ora frequens vemes, jdausumquo viioiiira, 

Et panli carpes iter immortale volitu 

Dicetur tain sponte tuos babitas«e penates 

Gyntbius, e'*' famulas venisse ad limma Musas 

At non sponte domum tanien idem et regis adivit 

Em a Pberetiadae, coelo fugitiviis Apollo 

Ilk licet magnum Alciden suscepeiat bospes , 

Tan turn nbi clamosos placuit Titare bubuloos, 

Nobile manaueti cessit Cbironis in antrum, 

Irnguos inter saltus, frondosaque tecta, 

Penemm prope nvum ibi saepe sub ilice nigra, 

Ad citbaras strepitum, blanda prcce victus aiuici, 

Exilii duros lenibat voce labores 

Turn neque ripa suo, barathro nee fixa sub imo 

Saxa stetere loco , nutat Tracbmia rupes, 

Jlec sentit i^obt^s, immama pondeia, silvas, 
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Emotequo euis propeiant de collibus orni, 
MulcLiiturque novo maculosi carmine lynces 
Diis dilecte senex te Jupiter mquus oportet 
Na^^ccntem, et miti lustraiit lumine Pliccbus, 
Ailantisque nepos, neque emm, msi charus ab orta 
Dus Bupens, i^oterit magno favisse poetae 
Hinc longTGva tibi lento sub fioie senectus 
Yernat, et jEsonios lucratur vivida fusos , 

Nondum deciduos servans tibi frontis bonores, 
Ingeniumque vigens, et adultum mentis acumen 
O mihi SI mea sors talem concedat amicuin, 

Phoebmos decorasse viros qui tarn bene iiorit, 
Siquando indigeiias rcvocabo in carrnina itges, 
Arturumquo etiam sub terns bell i moventem ^ 

Aut dicam invictse sociali fcx-dei e mens® 

Magnanimos beroas , et, O modo spiritus adsit, 
Frangam Saxomcas Biitonum sub Maite phalanges ^ 
Tandem ubi non tacitm pcimensus tempora vitse, 
Annorumquo satui, cineii sua jura lebnquam, 

Ille mibi Iccto madidis asbaret ocellis, 

Astanti sat erit si dicam, sim tibi curse , 

Ille meos aitus, livcnti morte solutos, 

Curaret paiva componi niolliter urna 
Forsitan et nostro ducat de niarmoi e ^ ultus, 
il^ectens aut Papina myiti aut Pain isside lauri 
Fronde comas, at ego secuia pace quiescam 
Turn quoque, si qua fides, si praemia certa bonorum. 
Ipse ego cselicolum semotus in aetbera divum, 

Quo labor et mens pura vebunt, atque ignc ' \ irtus, 

S ecreti boec abqua mundi de parte videbo. 

Quantum fata smunt , et tota raente serenum 
Ridens, purpureo suffundar lumine vultus, 

Et simul setbereo plaudam mibi laetus Olj rnpo 
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EPnAPHIUM DAMONIS 


AROUMENTUM 

Thyrsis ot Damon ejusdcm vulnife pastmcs oadem sttidia sequuti a 
anna crant ut qui pluiimum Ihyisis animi causi piofoctus poregre do obitn 
Ddmonis nunciuni accepit Dtrnum postoa rc versus ct rum ita esse comperto so 
Buamquu solitudinem hoc carmine doplorat 3>araouis autem sub persona hic intelli 
gitur Carolus Dpodatits ex urbo HutruriA> Luca p itemo gonoro ornmdus csetcra 
Anglus ingenio doctnna clanssunisquc cajteris virtutibus dum viveiut juvems 
egregius 


Himeribes nymphss (nam vos et DapTimn et Hylan, 
Et plorata diu memimstis fata Bionis) 

Dicite Sicelicum Thamesma per oppida carmen 
Quas miser effudit voces, quae muimura Thyisis, 

Et qmbus as iduis excremt antra querelis, 
Fliiminaqne, fontesqne vagos, nemorumqne recessus , 
Dum sibi pimreptum qutntur Damona, ntque altaia 
Luctibus exemit noctem, loca sola pererrans 
Et jam bis viridi surgebat culmus arista, 

Et totidem flavas numerabant horrea messes, 

Ex quo summa dies tulerat Damona sub umbras, 
Nec dum aderat Thyrsis, pastoiem scilicet ilium 
Dulcis amor Musm Thusca letmebat in tube 
Ast ubi mens expleta domum, peconsque relicti 
Cura vocat, simiil assueta seditque sub ulmo. 

Turn vero amissum turn denique sentit amicum, 
Cojpit et immensum sic exoncrare doloiern 

Ite domum ii pasti, domino jam non vacat, qgni 
Hei mihi T quas terns, qnse dicam numina ccnlo 
Postquam te immiti rapuerunt funere, Damon ’ 
Siccine jios Imqnis, tua sic sine nomine viitus 
Ibit, et obscuns numero sociabitur nmbris ? 

At non ille, animas virga qui dividit aurea, 

Ista veht, digmimque tui te ducat m agmen, 
Ignavumque procul pecus arceat omne silentum 
Ite domum impasti, doimno jam non vac it igui 
Quioquid erit, certe nisi me lupus ante \ idebit, 
Indeplorato non oommmuere sepulchre, 
Constabitque tuns tibi bonos, longumque vigebit 
Inter pastores Illi tibi vota secundo 
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Bolvere post Daplinin, post Daplinm diceio laiides, 
Gaiidebunt dum luri Pales, dum Paunus amabitv 
Si quid id est, pnscamque Mein coluissie, piumque, 
r illadiasque aites, sociumqne habuisse cmoium 
Ite domum impasti, domino ]am non vac at 
Hcjec tibi certa nianent, tibi erunt base pia^mia, Dxnon, 
At mihi quid tandem fiet modo? qius milii fidus 
Hasrebit lateri comes, ut tn saspe solebas 
Frigoribns duns, et per loca foeta piuinis, 

Aut r ipido sub sole, siti monentibiis heib s 
Sive opus in magnos fuit eminus iie leones, 

Aut avidos teireie lupos praesepibue altis , 

Quis fando sopire diem, canto que solebit ? 

Ite domum impasti, domino jam non \ acat, agni 
Peetora cui credam ? quis me lenire docebit 
Mordaces curas, quis longam fallere noctem 
Pulcibus alloquiis, giato cum sibilat igiii 
Molle pyrum, et nucibus streiutat focus, ct malus All ^er 
[Miscet cuncta foils, et desupei intonat ulmoP 
Ite domum impasti, dommo jam non vac at, agni 
Aut mstate, die^ medio dum veititur axe, 

Cum Pan msculea somnum capit abditus umbra, 

Et lejoetunt sub aquis sibi nota .^edilia nymplio), 
Pastoresque latent, stertit sub sepe colonus , 

Quis mihi blauditiasque tuas, quis turn mihi risus, 
Cecropiosque sales referet, cultosque lepores ^ 

Ite domum imi>aeti, dommo jam non vacat, agni 
At jam solus agros, jam poscua solus obeiro, 

F^icubi ramossD densantur vailibus umbrae i 
Hic serum expecto , supra caput imber et Emms 
Tiiste sonant, fracteeque agitata crepuscula sylTse 
Ite domum impasti, domino jam non vacat, agm 
Heu, quam culta mihi prius arva prooacibus lierbis 
Involvuntur, et ipsa situ seges alta fatiscit * 

Innuba neglecto marcescit et uva racemo, 

Nec myrteta juvant , ovium quoque tmdet, at lllae 
Moerent, inque suum oonvertunt ora magistrum 
Ite domum impasti, dotnmo jam non vacat, agid 
Tityrus ad corylos vocat, Alphesibosus ad omos, 

Ad sabces Aegon, ad flumma pulcber Amyntas, 
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Hic gelidi fontes, hic illita gramma miiBOO, 

Hic Zepliyn, liic placidas interstrepit arbutus iindas , 
Ista canunt surdo, frutices ego nactus abibam 
lie doiiiam impasti, domino ]am non vacat, agni 
Mop&ii ad hu'c nam me redeuntem forte notarat, 

(Et cdllcbat ivium liuguas, et sidera Mopsus) 

Th>r8], quid hoc? dixit qum te coquit improbabilis P 
Aut te pei dit mor, aut te male fascmat astrum , 
(Saturni grave &€i>p8 luit pastoiabus astium ) 
Intimaquc obliquo hgit prasoordia plunibo 

Ite domum inix>aBti, domino -jam non \acat agm 
Mil antur nymjdi i , et quid te. Thyrsi, futururn est ? 
Quid tibi visP diunt, non htBc solet esse jnventm 
Nubila frons oculique truces, vultusque seven 
Ilia choios, lususque leves, et semper amoiem 
Juic p lit bis illc miser qui serus ainavit 

Ite domum iinpasti, domino jam non vacat agm 
Veiut Ilyas Dryopeque et fiha Baucidis Aegle 
Docta modos, citharscque sciens, sed perdita fastu , 
Venit Idumanii Chloris vicina fluenti, 

Kil me blanditinp, ml me solantia verba, 

Nil me SI quid adest, movet, aut spes ulla futuii 
Ite domum inipasti domino jam non vacat agm 
Hei niibi, qnam similes ludunt per prata juvenci, 

O nines un immi secum sibi lege sodales ^ 

Ntc m igis hunc aho qmsquam secermt amicum 
He <T*iege , sic densi venmnt ad pabula thoes, 

Inque vicein hiTSuti paribus junguntur onagn , 

Lex eadem pelagi , deserto in littore Proteus 
Agmina phocarum numerat, \ilisque volucrum 
Passei ha bet semper quicum sit et omnia ciicum 
Parra libens vohtet, sero sua tecta rcvisens 
Quern SI SOI s letho objecit, sen milvus adunco 
Fata tulit rostro, seu stravit arundine fossor, 

Protiniis ille ahum socio petit mdc volatu 
Nos duium genus et dins exercita fatis 
Gens homines, aliena ammis et pectorr discors , 

Yix sibi quisque parem de millibus invenit unum , 
Aut SI sors dedent tandem non aspera votis, 

Ulum inopma dies, qua non speravens hora, 


m 
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Surnpit, OBternnm hnquens in saecula dammiift 
Ite domnm impasti, domino jam non vacat, agni 
Hen quis me ignotas traxit vagus error in eras 
Ire per acreas rapes, Alpemqne nivosam ^ 

Ecqiiid eiat tanti liomam vidisse septiltam, 
fQuarnvis ilia foret, qnalem dum viseret olim, 

Tityrus ipse snas et ovos et rura leliquit,) 

Ut te tarn diilci possem tvarnisse sodalc, 

Possem tot maria alia, tot interponcre monies, 

Tot sylvas, tot saxa tibi, fliiviosque sonantes ’ 

All f eerie extremum licuisset tangere dextram, 

Et bene compositos placide moiientis ocellos, 

Pi dixisse, “ Yale, nostii mem or ibis ad astra ” 

Ite domum impasti, domino jam non vacat, agni 
Qiiamquani etiam vestii nunquam meminisse pigcbit, 
Pastorcs Thusci, Musis operata ]uveniub 
iiic Chans, atque Lepos, et Ihuscus tii quoqnc Damon, 
Antiqua genus unde pctis Lucumonis ab uibe 
O ego quantus eiam, gelidi cum stratus ad Arm 
Mill mura, populcamque neinus, qua mollior herb i, 
Carpel e nunc violas nunc suinmas caiperc myitos, 

Et potui Lycidac ceitantem audiic Mcnalcain ' 

Ipse etiam tentaie ausus sum , iiec puto multum 
Displicui, nam sunt et apud me muncia vestia, 

Piscell^ calathiqiie, et ceiea vincla cicutai 
Quin et nostia suas docuerunt nomina fagos 
Et Datis, et Erancinus, eiant et vocibus ambo 
Et studus noti, Lydoiuin sanguinis ambo 

Ite domum impasti, domino jam non \acat, agni 
Hoic mihi turn laito dictabat roscida luna, 

Dum solus teneros claudebam cratibus lio^dos 
Ah quoties dixi, cum te cinis atei habebat, 

Nunc canit, ant lepori nunc tendit retia Damon, 

Yimina nunc texit, varios sibi quod sit in usus ’ 

Et quae turn facih sperabam mente futura 
Arripui voto levis, et praesentia finxi , 

Ileus bone numquid agis? nisi te quid forte retardat 
Irnus P et arguta pa alum recubamus m umbra, 

Aut ad aquas Oolni, aut ubi jngera Oassibelaum P 
Tu mihi percurres medicos, tua gramma, succos, 
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Helleborumquo, humilesque crocos, fohumque hjacinthi, 
Quasque habet ista palus herbas, aitesque medeiitum 
All pert ant herb^ pcreant artesquc medentum, 

Gramma postquam ipsi ml profecere magistio ’ 

Ipse ttiam nam iiescio quid mibi grande souabat 
Fistula ab undecima jam lux est altera nocte, 

Et turn lorte novis adnioram labra cicutis, 

Dissiluoe taintn rupta compage, nec ultra 
Ftrre graves potucre sonos dubito quoque ne sim 
lurgidulus, tamen et rtferam, vos cedite sjlvse 
Ite domum impasti, domino jam non vacat, agm 
T[)se ego Dardimas Eutupma permquora puppes 
Eieara, et Pandrasidoa icgnum vetus Inogenio, 
Biennumque Arviragumqut duces priscumquc Belmuni, 
}<jt tandem Arnioricos Biitonum sub lege colonos, 

I um gravidam Arturo f itab fraude, logernen, 

Mendaces vultus assumptaque Gorlois aima, 

Merlmi dolus O mihi turn si vita super sit, 

Tu procul annosa pendtbis fistula, pinu, 

Multum oblita mihi, aut patriis mutata Camaiiis 
Biittonicum strides, quid emmP omnia non licet um, 
Xon sperasse uni licet omma, mi satis ampla 
Merces, et mihi grande decus (sim ignotus m aei um 
Turn licet, externo penit usque inglorius orbi) 

Si me flava comas legat Usa et potor Alauni, 
Vorticibusque frequens Abra et ntmus omne Titanta:? 

Et Thamesib mens ante omnes, et fusca metallis 
Tamara, et extremis me discant Orcadts iindis 
Ite domum impasti, dommo jam non vacat, agm 
Hsec tibi servabam lenta sub cortice lauri, 

Haoc, ot plura simul , turn qua. mihi pocula Mansus, 
Mansus, Ghalcidioae non ultima gloria npse, 

Bina dedit, mirum artis opus, mirandus et ipse, 

Et circum gemmo caslaverat argumento 
In medio rubn mans unda, et odonferum ver, 

Littora longa Arabum, et sudantes balsama sylvm, 

Has inter Phcnnix, divina avis, uniea terns, 

Caeruleum fulgens diversicolonbus alis, 

Auroi am vitreis surgentem respicit undis , 

Parte alia poluS ommpoteiis^ et magnus 01ymr»us , 
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Quis putet P hie qnoque Amor, piotasque in mibe pharctras, 
Arma com sea faces et spicula tincta pyropo , 

Nec tenues animas, pectusque ignobile vulgi 
Hinc ferii , at circum flammantia lumma torquens, 
Semper in erectum spargit sua ttla per orbes 
Tm[)iger, et pronos nunquam colhrnat ad ictus 
Hinc mentes ardere sacra?, formoeque dcorum 

Tu qnoque in bis nec me fallit spes lubrica, Damon, 

Tu quoque in bis certe cs nam quo tua dulcis abirot 
Sanctaque simplicitas, mm quo tua Candida \irtus? 

Nec te Letbaoo fas qmpsivisse sub orco, 

Ncc tibi conveniunt lacryma, nec flcbimus ultra 
Itt procul lacrym Jl, , juirum colit dctbera Damon 
^tbeia purus habet, pluvium pede reppulit arcum. 

Hero urn que animas inter divosque p<^rennes, 
vHtbeieos baiint latices, et gaudia potat 
Ore sacro Qiim tu, ca li post jura recepta, 

Dextei ades, placidusque fave quicunque vocaiis 
Seu tu noster eris Damon, sive a quioi audis 
Diodatus, quo te dmno nomine cuncti 
Coelicol e norint sylvisque vocabere Damon 
Quod tibi purpureus pudor ct sine labe juveiitus 
Grata fuit, quod nulla tori libata voluptas, 

En etiam tibi virgmei servantur bonores , 

Ipse caput nitidum cinctus rutilante corona, 

Lsetaque frondentis gestans urabracula palmae 
-Sternum peiages immortales byrnenseos , 

Oantus ubi, cboreisque funt lyra mista beatis 
Eesta SionjBO bacebantur et Orgia tbyrso 
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Jan 2 % 164t> 

AD JOANISTEM EOUSIUM OXONTENSIS ACADEMIC 
EIBLIOTHLOAEILM 

Dc libio Poematurn aim i ( qm m ilk sibi dtnti i iniUi po^tulabat ut oum aliis 
uoalrih 1 X Jiioliothcca pubhca rcjioiieic-t Ode 

STROl II L I 

Glmlill cultu siniplici gaudens hi r, 

Fiondc licet giiiima, 

Muuditicquc nitcns non operosa, 

Quern rnanus attulit 
Juvenilis ohm 

Scdula tamcn haud nimii poet b 
D uni vagus Ausonias nunc pei umbras, 

Nunc Bntannica per vireta lusit, 

Insoiis populi, baibitoque deviUo 
Indulsit p itno rnox itidem |)ectme Daur o 
Longinqmim intonuit melos 
Yicinis, et hurnum vix tctigit pedc 

ANTISIROPHJ- 

Quis te, parve liber quis te fratribus 
biibduxit rehquis dole ? 

Cum tu missus ab uibe, 

Docto jugiter obsecrante amico, 

Illustre lendebas iter 
Thame^^s ad incunabula 
Oserulei patns, 

Fontes ubi limpidi 
Aonidum thyasusque sacer, 

Oibi notus per immensos 
Temporum lapsus redeunte coelo, 

Celeberque futurus in aevum ? 

STROPHE n 

Modo quis deus, aut editus deo 
Pristinam gentis miseratus indolem, 

(Si satis noxas luimus pnores, 
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Molhqtie luxii degener otium) 

Tollat ncfindos civium tumultus, 

Almaque levocot studia sanctus, 

Lt relegatas sine sede Musas 
Jam ptiie totis finibus Augligenum , 

Immund isquc volucres, 

ITnguibus immiTicntes 
i''igat Apollinta pharetra, 

Pliincamque abigat pcstem procul amne Pegascc ^ 

AISTISIROPHF 

Qum tu libelle, nnatii licet mala 
1 ide, vtl osc itaiitia, 

Semcl ei ravens agmine fratrum, 

Scu quis te teneat specus, 

Sen qua tc latebia, forsan unde vili 
Callo tereris institoris insulsi, 

La tare felix en iterum tibi 
Bpes nova fulget, posse profun dam 
i ugere Lctlien veluque superam 
In Jovis aulam, remige peima 

STROIIIR III 
Nam te Rousms sui 
Optat peculi, numcroque ]usto 
Bibi polbcitum queritur abesse , 

Rogitque venias ill(, cujus inclyta 
Sunt data virum monumenta curm 
Teque adytis etiam saens 
Yoluit reponi quibus et ipse pmsidet 
-^ternorum operum custos fidelis, 

Qua38torque gazro nobibons 
Quam cui praufuit Ion, 

Olarus Erechtheides, 

Opulenta dei per templa parentis, 

Fulvosque tripodas, donaque Delphica, 

Ion Actaea genitus Cieusa 

ANTISTROPHE 

Ergo, tu visere Incos 
Musarum ibis amoenos , 
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Diamque Phoebi rursus ibia in domiim 
Oxonia quin valle colit, 

Delo posth-^ r 1, 

Bificloque Pamissijugo 
Ibis honestns, 

Postquaiii egrc giam tu quoque soi i m 
N ictus abis flextri prece Boliicitatus amici 
Illif kgcns inter alta uomina 
Autliorum, Giaidc simul ct Latino 
Antiqua gtnfis lumini, et veium decus 


Vqs tandem baud vacm mei Ixbores 
Quicqnn^ hoc sterile fudit ingenium 
Jam sero placidam spei iic jubeo 
Pcrfunctam invidia requiem, sedesque beatas, 

Quas bonus Hermes, 

Et tutela dibit solers Rousi , 

Quo neqao lingua proeax vulgi penetrabit, atque lOng^ 
Turbd legentum piava facesset 
At iiltimi nepotes, 

Et cordatior ajtas 

Judicia rebus mquioii foisitan 

Adbibebit, intcgro sinu 

Turn, bvore sepulto 

Si quid meremur sana jiosteritas sciet, 

Rousio favt nte 

Ode tribiis constat Strophis, totidemque Aiitistrophis, una 
demum Epodo clausis , quas tametsi omnes nec versuum numeio 
nee certis ubique cobs exacte respondeant, ita tamen secuimus, 
commode legendi potius, quam ad antiques concmendi modos 
rationem spectantes Alioqum hoc genus rectius fortasse dici 
monostiophicum debuerat Metra partim sunt Kara axtanv partim 
dTToktXevfiiva Phaleucia quae sunt, Spondseum tertio loco bis ad 
mittunt, quod idem in secundo loco CatuDus ad libitum fecit 
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